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Volunteers, $aff,
and Clients Can
Be Very Giving

By Kay Hoyt
Recepton Center Coordinator

Volunteers are the lifeblood
of Project Understanding.
Some volunteers have been

assisting here for more than a
quarter of a centuryOthers give
freely of themselves for a peri
od of time and then — for rea
sons of health or family or job

— move on to

other opportu
nities or loca
tions. During
our time
togetherthose
of us on the
staf, build

many warm

Sam Miller, a

volunteer case
assist ant since
1998, to retire.

friendships
with these vol
unteers that
will last
throughout our lives, and
though it is always sad to say
goodbye, we know that the
effect the volunteers have had
on our lives and the lives of ou
clients will last forever

This month, we welcome
three new case assistants to t
Reception Center: Leigh Marti
a clinical psychologist; Dave
Cunningham, an attorney; and
Taylor Hill, a new college grad
uate.We also say goodbye to,
case assistants Sam and Gail
Miller, volunteers at the Recep
tion Center since November
1998.They will be embarking
on a new and different pattie
reflect on the many years they
have so graciously served us,
rarely missing a dayrhey will
be missed and we thank them
for all their help over the years

But we must not think that

all of the giving is being done
by the stafand volunteers. Our
clients can be very giving as
well.

| first met James (Jimmie)
Van Houten recently when |
noticed him sweeping up in
front of our building After
thanking him, | asked what
thoughts brought this blessing
to our door

Jimmie said,
“I'm just giving
back what bless
ings have been
given to me by
Project Under
standing.” |
inquired further
and Jim told me
his story

In his words.
“It was in mid
December 1999,
when | had left a bad domestic
situation in Newberry Park and
packed everything in my motor
home which had expired licens
plates at that time, and | came
back toVentura. | had lived
here on and oéfsince 1984. |
was originally fromAkron,

Ohio.

“The next week, right
before Christmas, the police
impounded my motor home an
€all my worldly possessions dis
! appeared with it. | was out of

work at that time and couldn’
afford to pay the fees and fineg
so | made the decision to leavg
it all behind with the feeling, we
came into this world with noth
ing and | would now have to
begin over with nothing. My
vehicle was picked up and
towed to the yard across from
Project Understanding and as
saw them put a tag of “For Sal
$4,000,” my eye caught the sig
of Project Understanding. |
entered and got a hot shower

Gail Miller ,
a volunteer
case assis -
tant since
1998, to
retire.
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and food, and signed up to
receive my mail. | had a new
temporary home.”

Jimmie went on to tell me
about a number of positions he
had held both here ientura
County as well as in Santa
Monica. Some of these jobs he
lost because grant funding ran
out or businesses closed. He
continued, “My mind always
returns to the time in 1999 when
at my wits end with no where to
turn, there was the Project
Understanding stafvith their
friendly and encouraging
smiles, ofering me food, a
shower a place to do my
laundry and even cfge and
a mufin but most of all,
encouragement.

“While | no longer need to
use the services of Project
Understanding, | am so grateful
that | enjoy quietly helping
them where and when | can.”

Stories like Jimmies
remind us that the people who
come into Project Understand
ing are just that — peoplé&hey
are not “The Homeless” or
“The Poor’ They are real
people with names and families
and histories.

Many of you may have read
the recent letter printed in the
Ventura County tar, entitled,
“Unidentified woman: Our
Beloved Mothef Janice
Cordaro was born in 1947 and
lived till 2007. She was a home
less woman. Her remains were
found on EmmaNood Beach in
July of this yearShe was only
recently identified and her death
reported to her songve can all
identify with the sorrow felt by
her sons upon learning of their

e mothets death.

This letter struck a very
deep cord within my hearthe

See Giving, Page 5



Pearls ofWisdom Fund Brings in $15,000,
Gifts in Honor of Mindy, Jay JohnsonAdd Another $1,300

he recent Pearls &¥isdom

Fund (in celebration of
Project Understanding'30th
Anniversary) brought in dora
tions totaling $15,000 (includin
an anonymous gift of $10,000)

Those who made gifts of
$30 or more received a copy 0O
the book,Rheto-Rick-ally
Speakinga collection of 30
essays written by executive
director Rick Pearson over the

past 17 years. Copies of the
book are still available to any
who wish to make a $30 dona
tion.

0
Johnsons Mark Milestones

Also, Mindy Johnson,

f president of the Project Under
standing board of directors,
recently celebrated her 60th
birthday At the same time her
husband, Jayetired from the

practice of law

Mindy and Jay invited thos
who wished to honor these
milestones to make a donation
to Project Understanding in the
Johnsonshonor To date, these
donations total $1,300.

We congratulate the
Johnsons and extend our appr
ciation to all those who have
honored them in this way

Do You “Google” or “Y ahoo™?

Project UnderstandingAsks You to “GoodSearch” Instead

f you use the Internet, you

most likely use either Google
or Yahoo as your search engin
In fact, the use of Google has
become so ubiquitous that “to
google” is now an acceptable
word found in the latest
dictionaries.

There is now a way that yo
can continue to search the
Internet and to help Project
Understanding financially at thé
same time. If you use

GoodSearh.comas your search

engine instead of Google or

e Yahoo, and choose Project
Understanding as your charity
we receive a donation for each
search you makd&he more you
search, the more we receive.

All you have to do is go to

uwwwgoodseach.com.The
screen shown below will open
and you just type “Project

> Understanding” in the box that

asks, “WHO DOYOU GOOD

Project Understanding (Ventura, CA)

SEARCH FORThat’s all there
is to it.

You can then enter your
search in the box above and
click searchWe receive about @
penny for each searchhat
means if one hundred people
make ten searches per gdase
receive $300 each month or
more than $3,500 per yedust
because people did the web
searches they would have don

Ay %)

(1)

anywayu
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Board of Directors
VW
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
President
Howard Bolinger, Vice-President
Karen Campbell, Secretary
Tom Hallock, Treasurer
Rev. Don Dewey
Bob Emerick
Dolores “De De”Taylor
Dorothy Prairie
Mary L. Watson
Dale Watson

Saff

W

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt

Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

MelissaWilkins
Housing Case Manager

ShelleyWilmeth

Receptionist

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
Poject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and establishe(ji
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose missign
is twofold: to do justice by serving the ppbungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercgnd to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortuidte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisSThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsvientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homelesgeottura County

Permanent Suppotive Housing

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.

J




$MILE to Lay
Down a Mile of
Dollar Bills on
September22

The $MILE event is just
around the corner!

Saturday September 22, is
the day that Project Understan
ing will attempt to lay down a
mile’s worth of dollar bills (or
at least facsimile dollar bills).
Plaza Park in downtown
Ventura is the site of the Secoi
Annual $Mile Event.

Our goal is to raise more
than $10,000 towards the cost
of theTutoring Program.

The event is made possiblg
by a generous gift from the
event sponsor the Grossman
Imaging CenterDr. Irwin
Grossman, medical director

Whether you come as an
individual, as a family or as pa

of a group, you can be a part aof
this fun event. Get together with

a group from your church, ser
vice club or other @anization
and bring as many dollars as
you can raise or donatéou
will be able to put your dollars
on a strip of butcher paper

Not part of a group? Pleast
come anywaylf you have daol
lars to donate, there will be a
place for you to do so.

But come even if you have
no dollars to donatéVe have
dollars that have been donatecg
by people who are unable to b
present that dayo we will
have dollars for everyone to

Giving

Continued From Page 2
tragedy that occurs in the lives
of the homeless tdcts us all. |
shared this letter with all our
case assistants. Every day the
encounter so many who are
desperate and some who are
holding onto life by a thread.

I am most proud of the car
ing attitude and compassion

d

Project Understanding who vol
unteer day after dayear after
year In their capacitythey may
be the only source of enceur
agement to our client$he
resources made available to ot
clients may be all that is neede
to change the structure of their
lives and give them hope to
continue on with their lives. Ou
voice might be the last voice
heard. Each one of our clients
> needs to feel that their life is
important to someoné point
* of clarification noted by Janice
Corderos sons: “. . That was
not an unidentified female
found on EmmaNood Beach on
Sunday July 8, that was our
mother Janice Ruth Cordaro.
" During her life she had been tr
much loved and respected wife
of a pastqgra gifted pianist and
vocalist, a dedicated Christian,
cherished daughter and sister
and a loving and devoted meth
er. We shall always miss her
deeply”
Everyone who comes
? through the doors of Project
Understanding is someoseson
or daughterOr someone’ sister
or brother Or someone’ father
or mother
And each will be treated
with dignity and respect by the
® dedicated stéfand volunteers o
this agencyu

shown by the case assistants atsigned the budget he made go

Real Money

Continued From Page 8

too lage, but that it was $55
million too small.

| do not pretend to have an
y expertise as to the intricacies d
the state budget. | do not know
whether we should spend a
billion more on highways or a
billion less on beach cleanup.

But when the governor

on a promise to remove $700
million through line-item vetos.
Seven hundred million deol
lars is not “real” moneyt is
only 7/10ths of a billion. It is
uless than 0.5% of the total bud
cget.
But included in that $700
million was a $55 million pro
rgram that has helped thousand
of homeless mentally ill people
to break the cycle of hospital
ization, jails and street life.

If the state passes my share of
that $55 million on to me, | will
get 0.38 cents back for every
$1,000 | pay in taxes.
And this program that save
less than 4/10ths of a cent in a
ethousand dollars has served

1999, and has 4,700 participan
¢today According to thd_os
Angeles ies,among those
enrolled as of Januarthere
were 81% fewer days of incar
ceration, 65% fewer days of
psychiatric hospitalization, and
76% fewer days of homeless
ness compared to their
pre-enroliment days.

“A billion here and a billion
there and pretty soon you are
talking about real monéyWe
are not talking about real moneg
here. But we are talking about
real peopleu

place.u

| can rejoice in this savings|

» 13,000 people since November
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Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and goups who con
tributed cash to our program
during the month of July:

Individuals
JudyAlexandre
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Lila Atkisson
Charlotte Banks
Edward & Jill Banman
Carolyn &Alyssa Barber
Steve Bennett
Barbara Berrett
Charles & Dawn Blaney
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jefrey Brackett & Miriam

Arichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Donna Branstrom
Gordon & Barbara Brobgr
John Broms, M.D.
Bill & Loretta Burton
Raymond & Pat Cain
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
James & Susan Cheek
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Austin & Mary Jo Coe
William Corkins & Diane
Federle

Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Richard & Gertrude Desposatd
Helen Dirkes
Peter & Diane Dowler
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Barbara Eggert
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Frederick & lynda Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Warren &Ardella Faue
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Mildred Fitch

William & Beverly Flothmeier

Sue Ellen Fowler

Ruth Gallagher

Robert Garrison

Albert Goldbeg

Mark & Janet Goldenson

Candy & Paul Gooding

Iris Gruwell

Christoph & Loren Haar

Ronald & Pickens Halt

Joy Hamlat

Kay Hannah

Ivan Harkey

Betty Harris

James & Mary Harrison

Wilma Hays

Jane Helm

William & Pauline Hinds

Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

Bob & Lee Horne

Norman & Marilee Hudson

Luther & Antonia Hussey

JoAnn Jackley

Geneieve Jason

Carol Johnson

Jay & Mindy Johnson

Dolores Keith

David & Ruth Kille

Eunice Koch

Richard & Sue Komorowski

Theodore & Marilynn
Kretschmer

Ada Kudron

Echo Kukuchek

Edward & Susan Lacey

Constance Laferriere

Wanda Laurence

Byron & Irene Lawler

Gregory & Jan Leisner

Howard & Irene Level

Barry & Kathy Lewis

Warren & Lucille Lewis

Douglas & Patricia Lochner

Kenneth & Laura Locken

Dorothy Loebl

Dennis & Jeannette Longwill

Geoge Lozano

Maria Lucy

Lawrence & Rae Lundeen

Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman
Donald & Barbara MacDonald
Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley
Samuel & Barbara Marsh
Art & Jean Marshall

John & Frances Marshall
Shane &WVendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Leo Meyer

Barbara Mickey

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola

Jonathan Mulford

Gail Narkevic

Douglas & Diane Cf
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
John &Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie

Jeanne Reiver

Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Emma Rush

Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Bernd & Judy Simon

Ira & Esther Sorkin
Emery & Martha S&arkweather
Joanne ®ne

Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Will & L ydia Thompson
Robert & KathieTobias
Charles & DorothyTubbs
Nancy & Cassandrganiotis
Les & JudyVielbig

Daniel & Joanné&Vakelee
Mary JanéNallace

Dale & MaryWatson
John & DonnaNebb

Lynn & TessalNeeks

John & PaulinaNolfe



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

In memory of:
Ariel Cotrell
Given by:
Louis & Susan Samonsky

In honor of:
Granddaughtefdriannas
second birthday

Given by:

Gloria Lewis

In memory of:
Michael Collins
Given by:
Matthew & Lillian Collins

In honor of:
Mindy & Jay Johnson
Given by:
JudyAlexandre
J. Parker Kurlinski, M.D. &
Claire Kurlinski
Ronald & Linda Phillips
Les & JudyVielbig

Churches & Organizations
Affinity Bank
Cars 4 Causes
County ofVentura
Eastminster Presbyterian
Church
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
FirstAssembly of God of
Ventura
First Baptist Church o¥entura
First Church of the Nazarene
Horizon Foursquare Church
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Ojai Presbyterian Church
Pythian Sisters
S. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura
Temple Bethlorah
Trinity Lutheran Church
UnitedWay of Ventura County
Ventura County Community
Foundation

Thank you to the following
people and goups who
contributed food and other
items to our program during
the month of July:

Individuals
Carol Borowitz
Daniel Brackett
Larry & Carol Dawes
Les Goldbey
Ruth Hampton
Kevin & Sharon Krumdieck
Morrie Lewis
Roger & Nancy Muir
Dorothy Prairie
Mercy Sanchez
Louis Schwartbey
The Grafts
Geoge & EleanofTillquist
Bob Vaughn
Leonard & MarshaVeber

Churches & Organizations

College United Methodist
Church,Vacation Bible
School

CommunityAction of Ventura
County

Community Presbyterian
Church

CVS PharmacyAgoura Hills

CVS PharmacyReseda

Eastminster Presbyterian
Church

First United Methodist Church
of Ventura

FOOD Share

Friends of the Library

Girl ScoutTroop #698

Grace Lutheran Church

Kentucky Fried Chicken

National Charity League

Peets Cofee House

Pierpont Racquet Club

Pythian Sisters

Soroptimist International of
Ventura

St Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

Starbucks

Trader Joes

Unitarian Universalist Church

Ventura Missionary Church

Vons, Harbor Blvd.

Vons,Telegraph Rd.

Vons, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson




Rheto-Rick

Real Money,
Real People

By Rick Pearson

Executive Director
HA billion here and a billion
there and pretty soon
you are talking about real
money’ | have heard that line
attributed to the late Senator
Everett Dirksen from Illinois for
just about as long as | can
remember

Imagine my surprise to
learn, when | set out to find the
context of the original remark
— atask that | expected to tal
just a couple of minutes using
GoodSearch.com — that he
never said it.

Oh, he said some things
close. For example in March of
1962, he said, “The favorite
sum of money is $1 billion — &
billion a year for a fatter federal
payroll, a billion here, a billion
there.” But that famous tag line
— “and pretty soon you are
talking about real money” — is
nowhere to be found.

I have this on the authority

with a reference question

&uote came to mind was

of the Dirksen Congressional
Center The center reports that
more than 25% of all inquiries
they receive have to do with
this supposed quot&heir
research was exhaustive and
fruitless. Howevertheir
research carried a footnote that
said, “Update, May 25, 200A.
gentleman who called the cent

112

relayed that he sat by Dirksen
on a flight once and asked him
about the famous quote. Dirkser
replied, ‘Oh, | never said thak
newspaper fella misquoted me
once, and | thought it sounded
so good that | never bothered to
deny it.”

The reason that this non-

because | was reading about the

Highlights
P. 1: Going the second
$MILE.

P. 2: Volunteers, stéfand
clients can be very giving.

P. 3: Pearls oWisdom
Fund brings in $15,000.
Gifts in honor of Mindy
and Jay Johnson add
another $1,300.

Do you “Google” or
“Yahoo"? Project Under
standing asks you to
“GoodSearch” instead.

P. 5: $MILE to lay down a
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September 22.

state budget that Governor

Schwarzenegger signed into law

onAugust 24 — nearly two
months after it was due at the
beginning of the statefiscal

Printed on
Recycled
Paper

®

year on July 1.

The state budget totals
$145.5 billion.That is real
money — hence, my interest in
the Dirksen (supposed) quote.

But my concern was not
that the budget as signed was

See Real MoneyPage 5

This newsletteris made possible
by the geneous suppot of:

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E.Vince Sreet
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