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SecondAnnual
$MILE Event a
Virtual Success

By Mindy Johnson
President, Board of Directors

ver $7,000 in contributions

for our Tutoring Centers
had been received, the banner
honoring Grossman Imaging
Centers, Inc., our event sponsg
had been created, mock dollar

reluctantly decided that we
would have a “virtual” $MILE
event this year

Executive director Rick
Pearson, and De Diaylor and
Mindy Johnson, representing t
board of directors, showed up
under their umbrellas at Plaza
Park and took some photos to
commemorate the fact that so
many generous supporters (led
by Grossman Imaging Centers
princ.) had contributed to the
important work of ouilutoring
CentersThree contributors
actually came in the rain to
deliver their checksAnd
Supervisor &ve Bennett was
there to show his support.

The important point is that

the Tutoring Centers benefited,
and a whole slew

Volunteers
Needed to
Maintain Vital

vPantry Program

As we hear more and more
about foreclosures, high
rents and evictions, it is certain
ly clear that the cost of housing
is taking an ever lger portion
of the incomes o¥entura
County families. So it is not
surprising that many people
struggle with being able to put
food on their familiestables.
That is why the Focus on
Food Emegency Food Pantry
continues to play a vital role in

SeeVolunteers, Page 2

of new volunteers
has been added t)»
our rosterall of
whom are anxious;

$MILE Sponsors

Four-Minute Miler
Ventura County Criminal Defense Bar

to work on next

Les and Jud¥ilbig

County Supervisor S teve Bennett (r) joins board

year's $MILE

track of dollars on September
22.And then the rains came!!
Although a blessing for our
agricultural countythe rain did
mean that putting down a pape
track on the concrete walkways
of Plaza Park and gluing on
mock dollar bills were just not

i i Sylvia Mack
Unfuring the SWILE event banner n Piaza par. | €Vent —already | pe peTayior
scheduled for
bills had been printed, and September 27, Half-Miler
dozens of volunteers had signec2008. JudyAlexandre
up to create close to a mile-long  Thanks to all Soroptimist International ofentura

who contributed
time, efort and
dollars.

Quarter-Miler
Bruce and Signe Smale

Please put
r“$MILE” on your
5 calendar for next
year and hope for
sunlu

Q
<

Z29°27"% Grossman
r‘g Imaging Centers

Snvnssoud) 7 Community Memorial Health System

Event Sponsor

going to work! So, the board




Nominees Sought
for Dan Sevens
ShalomAward

oject Understanding createg@nd reconciliation to a broken

the Dan &vens Shalom
Award in 2002 to honor the
work and ministry of the Rev
Dan Sevens who was the long
time pastor of Eastminster
Presbyterian Church ientura.

The Dan &vens Shalom
Award is presented annually tg
a person who is a resident of
Ventura County and who has
positively impacted his or her
community (either locally or
globally) in the areas of peace
and social justice.

The underlying basis for
the award and the selection of
the recipient is the following
statement from the Project
Understanding tatement of
Principles:

In the Spirit of Shalom, the
Biblical concept of wholeness,
Project Understanding seeks t
bring wholeness and reconcilia
tion to a broken world. Shalom
means peace, but it also mean
justice, reconciliation with our
neighbors, prosperity for the
society (not just for some indi
viduals), healthy minds, bodieg
and spirits, and oneness with
God and God creation.

If you know an individual
who meets this description,
please submit a letter of nomi
nation.Your letter should
address the following question

n How long and in what
capacity have you known the
nominee?

n List the volunteer ébrts,
community service activities,
and service, religious and/or
community associations of the
nominee.

n Explain why you feel
this person deserves the Dan
Stevens Shalomward. In your
answer show how this person
has sought to bring wholeness

world and how he or she has
positively impacted the commu
nity (either locally or globally)
| in the areas of peace and justi
Limit your response to 250
words.

Please submit your letters
nomination to:

Rick Pearson

P.O. Box 25460

Ventura, CA93002-228Q

New Categoly of
“Sustaining Donor”
Added to Thank
You Pages

ach month théroject
Understanding Newfsts
’ the donors who have con
tributed during the most recent
ly completed month. It is our
way of expressing our apprecia
tion to these individuals and
organizations who help make
our programs possible.

Beginning this month we
have added a new category to
theThankYou pages —
Sustaining Donors.

These are donors who may
only make a single gift each
|_year but the generous amount
>"that gift warrants greater recog
nition than a mention in the on
month when the gift was given

Donors who make a single
gift of $1,000 or more will be
listed as “Sustaining Donors”
for the 12 months following
their gift. We believe this will
provide the recognition these
donors deserve.
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Volunteers

Continued From Page 1

our community Last year near
ly 8,000 people received food
from the PantryBut the inter
esting thing is that out of those
people, only 638 were home
less. Over 90% of the people
L€who were served by the Pantry
were people who are housed
and who are struggling to keep
)Tthat roof over their heads.

People may use the Pantry
up to six times per yeabut
about six out of ten use the
Pantry only once or twice dur
ing the yearThese are people
who are working hard to sur
vive in a very expensive place
to live. We are proud to be able
to help them along.

But we cannot do it without
the help of scores of people.
The Pantry coordinator (the
only paid staf) works about 30
hours per week. His time is
filled with arranging to pick
up donated food, keeping the
Pantry shelves stocked and gen
eral oganization.

By far the bulk of the work
is done by volunteers who do a
myriad of tasks. Some stock the
shelves, distribute the food, and
pick up bread and other donated
food from area markets.

We need your help. If you
have a few hours each month,
we would be happy to have you
volunteer Can you distribute
food on a MondayWednesday
or Friday morning (between
| 9:30 and noon)? Can you come
" in onTuesday oiThursday and
stock the shelves? Or do you
have a truck or van that will
allow you to go to one or two
markets each week and collect
bread and other food donations?

If you can, please gival
Gandy a call at 652-1326.

A
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Welcome toAl
Gandy, the New
Food Pantry
Coordinator

oject Understanding is

happy to
announce the
appointment
of Al Gandy
as the coordi
nator of the
Focus on
Food Emer
gency Food
Pantry Al
succeeds Lisa
Lee who moved térizona.

Al comes to us following
a number of years with the
Ventura County Publigvorks
Department. In addition to his
work here at Project Under
standingAl is continuing his
education at Santa Barbara
City College pursuing his
certificate inAlcohol and Drug
Counseling.

This is howAl introduces
himself:

“My first exposure to
Project Understanding was
assisting [volunteer] Dick
Gilman with his ‘bread run.’
That was all it tookWhen you
see others doing obvious good
you want to expand that good.
Being the Pantry coordinator ig
a most rewarding and immedi
ate way to expand goodness.

“This is good work. I'm
grateful and happy to do work
that Jesus would like.”

Welcome to the Project
Understanding stifAl. Why
not giveAl a call and welcome
him — and to volunteer to give
him a hand in the Pantry

Al Gandy

Transition House
Resident Manager
Position Open

he position of resident man
ager at thdransition House

apartments in Oxnard is currerjt 825 or by e-mail atpearson@

ly available.The position is
responsible for the oversight of
the six-unit apartment building.
This is a live-in positionThe
resident manager is provided
with the use of a one-bedroom
apartment in the compleXhe
resident manager should be al
to do minor maintenance tasks

in the apartments and ensure th

cleanliness and security of the
building.
This position is available to

either an individual or a couple|

Interested applicants may con
tact Rick Pearson at 652-1326
extension 825y

Project Under-
standing Needs
a Vehicle

I n May, an uninsured motorist
pulled out from a stop sign
and struck the vehicle driven b
executive directgrRick
PearsonThe vehicle had been
donated to the agency just a
couple of months before.

Unfortunately Project
Understanding insurance poli
cy covers the agency against
uninsured motorists only for
bodily injury (which, fortunate
ly, there were none), not for
property damagélhe resultant
damage to the vehicle would
require more than $7,000 to
repair

Therefore, we are seeking
the donation of a reliable vehi
cle for the agency us&he

donor will receive a donation
receipt and will be able to
deduct the full market value of
the car

If you have a vehicle to
donate, please contact Rick
Pearson at 652-1326 extensiol

projectunderstanding.gr u

Tutoring Program
NeedsYour Help

1By MarciaWakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

ﬁ/lore tutors are needed.

School is back in session,
and ourTutoring Centers are
filling with students. It would
be wonderful if we had enough
tutors to serve all of them.
Could you find an hour in your
week to help an elementary
school child with homework
and basic skills¥ou are greatly,
needed! Please call Marcia at
652-1326 to find out how to ge
started.

Supplies ae low

We rely on donated materi
als to keep ourutoring Centers
going. Our current needs are:

<<

Juice boxes

Fruit juice in half gallon
bottles

Healthy snacks

Paper plates and napkins

Paper towels

Plastic spoons

Ballpoint pens

Childrens games

Thank you for your
supportWe couldnt do it
without you.u
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Board of Directors
VW
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
President
Howard Bolinger, Vice-President
Karen Campbell, Secretary
Tom Hallock, Treasurer
Rev. Don Dewey
Bob Emerick
Dolores “De De”Taylor
Dorothy Prairie
Mary L. Watson
Dale Watson

Saff

W

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt

Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

MelissaWilkins
Housing Case Manager

ShelleyWilmeth

Receptionist

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
Poject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and establishe(ji
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose missign
is twofold: to do justice by serving the ppbungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercgnd to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortuidte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisSThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsvientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homelesgeottura County

Permanent Suppotive Housing

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.

J




Break the Chain:
The Tragedy

of Human
Trafficking

three-day film event aimed

at breaking the chain of
human trdiicking around the
world will be sponsored by
Eastminster Presbyterian
Church,Trinity Lutheran
Church and Community
Presbyterian Church on Friday|
October 5, Saturdayctober 6,
and SundayOctober 7There
was a special presentation by
author David Batstone on
WednesdaySeptember 26.

What is the price of a
human being?As low as $40 a
head in some parts of the worl
Slavery ended in 1865 — or ol
textbooks tell us — yet the
awful truth is that slave tratk-
ing flourishes today in many
parts of the world, reaching as
close as our own doorstep.

Four highly acclaimed
movies tell the stories of
women, men, and children whg
are forced into sex trade or
sweatshop labomhese films
will examine the role that citi
zens of developed countries
play in human trdic and will
explore positive steps toward
putting an end to the defing.
Each film will be followed by a
time of discussion along with
suggested opportunities to
take action.Childcare will be
provided.

“Break the Chain” is more
than a picture of despalfilms
such afNot For Saleare awak
ening people to the problem of
human traficking and the deep
economic currents that allow it
to flourish. Films like these are
fueling a modern day abolitien

freedom and justice to people
trapped in lives of slavery

Festival participants will be
encouraged to examine their
own values and actions, partic
larly what it means to believe
in a God who is just and who
demands that justice be prac
ticed by his followers.

Break the Chaimwill offer
practical actions that people c3
take in response to the subject
matter of the films.

CARGO: INNOCENCE LOST
Friday, October5, 7 p.m.
Eastminster Presbyterian
Church, Worship Building
8180Telephone Road
Ventura
Glimpse into the dark
underworld of sex trétking
0.through compelling interviews

I'with some of the countrg’top
officials on the subject, victims
advocates and victims them
selves, who were rescued in
Texas Award-winning director
and writer Michael Cory Davis
directed this must-see, thought
provoking film.

)
BORN INTO BROTHELS
Saturday, October6, 3 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Chur ch
Fellowship Hall
196 N.AshwoodAvenue
Ventura

When photographer Zana
Briski saw the povertyabuse
and despair stdred by children
born to prostitutes in Calcuts’
red light district, she wanted to
give the children a voice.

She armed the children wit

results.The photographs

are a stirring view into the
world of each child soul.
Childcare not available at this
event.

ist movement aimed at bringin

FIELDS OF MUDAN
Saturday, October6, 6 p.m.
Community Presbyterian
Church, Fellowship Hall

U 1555 Poli $reet

Ventura

Winner of eight awards in
the category of live action shor
film, this is the story of Mudan,
a frightened, youndsian girl,

nwho is forced into modern day
slavery Mudan finds sympathy
compassion, and friendship in
the company of another brothe
girl, Faye.Through each other
they find the courage and the
hope to live their lives as inno
cent, ordinary little girls in the
midst of unspeakably hostile
surroundings.

The evening begins with a
Chinese meal and concludes
with Fields of Mudarand a
period of discussiorhere is a

$6 chage to attend this session.

Reservations requiredo
reserve seating call Communit
Presbyterian Church at (805)
648-2737.

NOT FOR SALE
Sunday, October7, 6 p.m.
Eastminster Presbyterian
Church, Worship Building
8180Telephone Road
Ventura

A documentary based on
journalist David Batstons’
book, this film follows modern
day abolitionists who risk their
lives to liberate the captives —
daring lawyers and investigato
who undermine tréitking rings
and merciful caregivers who

htake in freed slaves and help
cameras and was stunned by théhem find new employment,

new homes and new reason fq
hope.The film will inspire a
new generation of abolitionists
Discussion and bring-yotgwn
brown bag dinner to follow

[S



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and goups who con
tributed cash to our program
during the month of August:

Individuals
JudyAlexandre
GeogeAppel
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Lila Atkisson
Marion Baranowski
Patricia Barrett
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
Betty Jo BlasePerkins
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jefrey Brackett & Miriam

Arichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Brobgr
John Broms, M.D.
Gene Bruton
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
James & Susan Cheek
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Helen Dirkes
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Barbara Eggert
Fred & Martha Engle
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Betty Fiorentine
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Robert Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Candy & Paul Gooding
Carol Greeby
Iris Gruwell
Christoph & Loren Haar
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Kay Hannah
Ivan Harkey
Betty Harris
Wilma Hays
Jane Helm
William & Pauline Hinds

Bob & Lee Horne

Carroll Hudson

Norman & Marilee Hudson
JoAnn Jackley

David Jafe & ElizabethWest
Jay & Mindy Johnson
David & Norma Kalian
David & Ruth Kille

Eunice Koch

Patricia Kochel

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Ada Kudron

Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere

Bill Lansing

Byron & Irene Lawler
Gloria Lewis

Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Robert & Marina Lunche
Gary Lundquist

Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall
Shane &WNendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Leo Meyer

Barbara Mickey

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola

Gail Narkevic

Jean Nussman

Mary O'Donnell

Douglas & Diane Uf
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
John &Anna Powell
Pascual & Sylvia Ramirez
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Michael & Carolyn Russell
Violet Ryder

Salvatore & Mary Saputo
L. C. & Doris Schmidt
Roberta Schoenherr

Iris Schulman

Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott

Ira & Esther Sorkin

Joanne fdne

Brook & Sue &urtevant
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Kathy Tanner
BruceThompson

Robert & KathieTobias
Charles & DorothyTubbs
Les & JudyVielbig

Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Daniel & Joann&Vakelee
Dorothy & D. RusselWalker
Mary JanéWNallace

Dale & MaryWatson
KathrynWilbur

Donnet & Phylliswilt

John & PaulinaNolfe

In memory of:
Albert E. Burns
Given by:
Roderick & Claire Carty

In honor of:
Ariel Cotrell
Given by:
Louis & Susan Samonsky

In memory of:
Beth Dunn
Given by:
Roderick & Claire Carty
Jeanne Jensen
Les & JudyVielbig

In memory of:
Helen Cavola

Given by:
Frank Cavola

In honor of:
Jim & Frances Egas’25th
anniversary
Given by:
Bruce & Signe Smale



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

In honor of:
Mindy & Jay Johnson
Given by:
Kathy & Brian Back
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Daniel & Sheila Calabro
James & Pamela Campe
William & Cindy & Madison
Hendricks
Robert McGrawJr.
F. T. & Dale Muegenbwg
Gary & Vicki Nichols
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Donna Santo
David & NancyWarren
Edward & KarenWhittler

In memory of:

My uncle, Rolland 8les
Given by:

Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
Phyllis Goldbeg
Given by:
Les Goldbeg

In memory of:

Ray Meisenheimer
Given by:

Sharlyne Holloway

In honor of:

The Dunn Family
Given by:

Les & JudyVielbig

Churches & Organizations

Eastminster Presbyterian
Church

FirstAssembly of God of
Ventura

First Baptist Church o¥entura,
Dunamite Class

First Presbyterian Church of
Oxnard

Harriet H. Samuelsson
Foundation

Horizon Foursquare Church

Jenkins Drywall, Inc.

Live Oak Christian Fellowship

Native Daughters of the Golden
West

Pythian Sisters

St. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

United Way, Other

United Way, Other UnitedWay/
Edison International

Thank you to the following
people and goups who
contributed food and otheritems
to our program during the month
of August:

Individuals
Micah Brogdin
Bruce Franke
Les Goldbeg
Ruth Hampton
Douglas Jereska
Morrie Lewis
Sam Lewis
Debbie Marietta
Mercy Sanchez
Gary & Barbara &phens
Geoge & EleanorTillquist
Leonard & MarshaVeber

Churches & Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally IlI
CommunityAction of Ventura
County

Community of Christ Church

Community Presbyterian
Church

CVS PharmacgyAgoura Hills

CVS PharmacyReseda

Eastminster Presbyterian
Church

Eastminster Presbyterian
Church, Bible udy

First United Methodist Church
of Ventura

FOOD Share

Friends of the Library

Grace Lutheran Church

Kentucky Fried Chicken

La Mariposa School

National Charity Leagud,enth
GradeTicktockers

Native Daughters of the Golden
West

Peets Cofee House

Pleasanvalley Lions Club

Project Linus

Pythian Sisters

St. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

Starbucks

Trader Joes

Trinity Lutheran Church

Unitarian Universalist Church

Ventura College of Law

Vons, Harbor Blvd.

Vons, Telegraph Rd.

Vons, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

The following name was
inadvertently omitted from
the August 2007 Poject
Understanding News:
The Barna Familyffrust

Sustaining Donors

Edward & Jill Banman
Judith Chamberlin
Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer
& Yvon Chouinard
Austin & Mary Jo Coe
Todd & Cheryl Collart
William Corkins & Diane
Federle
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Jefrey & Debra Hill
Harriet Hillam
Robert Ingrum
David Jafe & ElizabethWest
Shelley Jones
Echo Kukuchek
Evea Merrick
Virgil & Lynn Nelson
Leah Ohse
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Robert & Lupe Piros
Tom & Pamela Prinz
Gretchen Schéifer &
Alex Reid
Michael & Pamela Swartout
DoloresTaylor
Fred & Barbaralomblin
Troy Whitteker




Rheto-Rick

Our Fragile
Infrastructur e

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

have been in théwin Cities

area a number of times. So
when the Interstate bridge eol
lapsed into the Mississippi
River a couple of months ago,
looked at a map and tried to
remember whether | had ever
been over that bridge.

It made a diierence to me
that | might have been on that
bridge, however remote | feel 3
personal connection to the
tragedy

The last two months have
seen much concern about the

A

state of what is referred to as

“infrastructure.” If one bridge ir]l
Minnesota can collapse withou
warning, how many other
bridges or tunnels are at risk?

We tend to take infrastruc
ture for granted until it fails.
Then we pay attention.

But what about the human
infrastructure of our commumi
ties. | mean the people who ha

=

a family in our human infra
structure is also a tragedyhe
loss of a home through eviction.
The needless iliness of a family
member because of a lack of
health insurancélhese too are

a warning Will we also find the
billions of dollars to repair our
human infrastructure?

vest our crops and care for ouf
children and wait on our tables
and clean our homes§he pee

ple who make our lives easier

and cleaner but who themselves

can barely keep a roof over
their heads or to feed their fam
lies or aford medical care.

The collapse of a bridge can

be a tragedy and a warning of
weakness in the infrastructure.
As we heed that warning, we
know that the repairs will cost
billions of dollars.

But the collapse of a life or
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