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200 Months of
Dedicated Service

The first edition of the
Project Understanding

News is dated February 1986.
This was just a month after Pat
Driskell, the agency's first full-
time executive director, began
his tenure at Project Under-
standing. That means that the
issue of the Project Understand-
ing News that you hold in your
hand is the 244th during the
past 20 years. (There were just
six issues in volume one in
1986.)

The layout of the first ten
issues or so was done by vari-
ous staff and volunteers — at
first on a typewriter and then
using a computer and desktop
publishing software.Then,
beginning with the May issue 
of 1987, Elizabeth Cheatham
volunteered and produced the
Project Understanding News

through the end of 1988 when
other responsibilities made it
necessary for her to stop doing
the Project Understanding
News.

Then, in 1989, Dana Nojima
accepted the responsibility for
the newsletter layout. Dana was
the husband of the president of
the board of directors of Project
Understanding. Dana continued
until March of 1990 when he
and his wife Elaine moved out
of the area.

Volunteer Ellen Pearson
began doing the layout in March
of 1990 and has been doing it
ever since. Ellen’s great skill
and talent in layout has allowed
us to have a very professional
looking newsletter without pay-
ing the thousands of dollars that
such expertise would cost on the
open market.

In honor of this milestone
issue of the Project Understand-
ing News we are inviting you,
those who have been and are the

readers of
these 200
issues, to
express
your
apprecia-
tion for
all of
Ellen’s
hard
work and
talent.

We invite you to make a
donation in Ellen’s honor.
Perhaps you would like to
donate a dollar (or maybe five)
for each issue of the Project
Understanding News you have
received and enjoyed.

But whether you make a
donation in her name or not, we
know that you will join us in
expressing our deep apprecia-
tion and gratitude to Ellen for
her selfless dedication to the
creation of the Project Under-
standing News for the last 200
months. u
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Ellen Pearson does
200th issue of the
PU News this month.
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$MILE Snapshot s
September 9, Plaza Park

An eager group of volunteers and donators made our Saturday, September 9, $MILE

fundraiser for tutoring a success. A total of $9,500, nearly a mile of dollars, was

raised, some from advance giving and some at the event itself. You will see below and on

the next page participants gluing down a quarter-mile of facsimile dollar bills onto a strip of

paper throughout Plaza Park as a representation of the total donations given. We had a fun

morning and were amazed at just how long a quarter mile is!

$MILE

FACSIMILE

Neal Andrews, V entura City Council Member (L) and
Rev. John Baylor of Olivet Baptist church, begin 
laying down the first dollars.

$MILE

FACSIMILE
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$MILE Snapshot s

Thank You, Sponsors
Four-Minute Miler

Les and Judy Vilbig
Half-Miler

Jay Johnson
Ventura County Criminal Defense Bar
Mark and Janet Goldenson
Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura
Olivet Baptist Church

Quarter-Miler
The Laimore Family
Marilynn Batelaan
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church
Ventura County Church of Religious Science

Event Sponsor
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Dr. Trudy Arriaga, superintendent of
schools for the V entura United School
District, places down dollars.



Board of Directors
vvv

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
President

Howard Bolinger, Vice-President

Kar en Campbell, Secretary

Tom Hallock, Treasurer

Judy Alexandre, Past President

Mar y Carr
Rev. Don Dewey

Bob Emerick
Dennis Mitchell

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Kari Br ogdin 
Business Manager

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes 
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Receptionist

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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Life Is Good—
You Can Help
Make Someone’s
Life Better
By Lisa Lee
Food Pantry Coordinator

L ife is good when you have
a roof over your head and

food on the table. But what if
you can barely afford the roof
over your head and can’t afford
the food? What if you don’t
even have a roof over your
head, much less any food?

About 90% of the people
who use the Pantry have homes.
Maybe we help stretch the
money a little further by helping
to put food on the table. About
10% are without standard
homes. Maybe we help fill their
hunger. 

The Pantry is open Monday,
Wednesday, Friday and Satur-
day, 10 a.m. to 12 noon. It is
run by volunteers who donate
two or more hours of their time
a month to hand out a three-day
supply of groceries to those
who are in need. Right now I
am in the process of welcoming
back my regular volunteers,
who get the summer off. In their
place, the National Charity
League takes over. Toni Santana
was the coordinator for the
mother/daughter (and some-
times son) tag teams. I would
like to give Toni and all the
NCL volunteers that worked the
Pantry this year a huge heartfelt
thank you! You all did a great
job.  

So you can see that it takes
food and volunteers to run a
pantry, both of which are
always in demand. Volunteers
are the backbone of the pantry;

it only takes two or three to run
the Pantry from 10 a.m.-noon.
And the feeling that you will
walk away with is priceless.
However, they need to have
food on the shelves to be able to
hand out.  

This is where I turn to you.
I am truly in need of donations
and volunteers. Maybe you’re
shopping and see a great deal.
Throw in an extra one or two
and donate it to the Pantry. I can
take frozen food, pastries (store
sealed), garden veggies (store or
home grown), any type of
canned goods, and boxed items
as well. Costco and Sam’s Club
always have good deals. 

What if you are getting tired
of sitting at home and are antsy
to get out and do something
positive? Donate your time.
Hand food out and on Mondays,
Wednesdays or Fridays, 10 a.m.
to noon (Saturdays are covered
by congregations). If you can’t
volunteer during those hours,
there are many other things for
volunteers to do. I have rice and
beans to bag, grocery bags to be
doubled, shelves that can be
stocked and occasionally, I need
drivers to haul. Whatever works
best for you, helps the Pantry
help those who need it.  

If you are interested or have
questions or would like to see
the Pantry, please feel free to
call me, Lisa Lee, 652-1326
extension 833 or try my e-mail
at llee@projectunderstand-
ing.org.Also, you may call my
volunteer coordinator, Jerry
Fletcher, at 643-2015; we’d love
to hear from you.

So, yeah, maybe life is
good, but wouldn’t it be nicer if
you helped make someone
else’s life better? Please help by
volunteering or donating 
today. u
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Business Office
Has Staff Changes

Debbie Beers held the joint
position of clerical sup-

port to the business
office and administrative
assistant to the execu-
tive director since April
2005. In early June of
this year, she had to
request a leave of
absence for medical rea-
sons. She hoped to be
able to return in two
months. In September it
was decided to end Debbie’s
position for medical reasons.

During Debbie’s leave,
Gloria Lewis agreed to serve as
the interim replacement
for the business clerical
support portion of the
position. She has agreed
to continue in this posi-
tion permanently.

Gloria is an active
member of First United
Methodist Church where
she serves as the finan-
cial secretary. She is a
graduate of UCLAwith a
degree in sociology. She is also
the mother of four children
between the ages of 18 and 27.
Gloria says, “It is a joy working
here with such marvelous, car-
ing people.

Welcome, Gloria.
We are in the process of fill-

ing the other 20-hour per week
position which Debbie held, that
of administrative assistant to the
executive director. If you or
someone you know is interested
in being considered for this
position, please contact Rick
Pearson at 652-1326 ext. 825 or
at rpearson@projectunderstand-
ing.org. u

Debbie Beers

Gloria Lewis
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Thank you to the following 
people and groups who con-
tributed cash to our program
during the month of August:

Individuals
Evelyn Adams
Judy Alexandre
Thomas & Laura Andreoli
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Marion Baranowski
Patricia Barrett
Marilynn Batelaan
Bonnie Beckman
Steve Bennett
Maurice & Carol Bickford
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
Gene Bruton
Bill & Loretta Burton
Stanley & Gladys Carlson
Thomas & Joan Carr
Daniel Carrillo
Robert & Elaine Castle
Frank & Helen Cavola
James & Susan Cheek
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Helen Dirkes
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
Lisa Edwards
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Betty Lou Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Mildred Fitch

William & Beverly Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Judy Friedland
Ruth Gallagher
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Albert Goldberg
Candy & Paul Gooding
Gene & De Lois Greer
Iris Gruwell
Christoph Haar
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Joy Hamlat
Kay Hannah
Ivan Harkey
Betty Harris
James & Mary Harrison
Wilma Hays
Jane Helm
F. W. & Carol Hertel
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Carroll Hudson
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Helen Ichinose
JoAnn Jackley
David Jaffe & Elizabeth West
David & Cathleen Jenkins
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Joyce Kennedy
Elizabeth Kent
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Patricia Kochel
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Ada Kudron
Janice Kuzemko
Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere
Gary & Nancy Lairmore
Bill Lansing
Wanda Laurence
Byron & Irene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Connie Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Gloria Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner

Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Frances Lowe
Gary Lundquist
Don & Lucy Lyman
Nancy MacConell
Jacqueline Manley
John & Frances Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Leo Meyer
Barbara Mickey
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola
Douglas & Diane Off
Susan Olson
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Leonard Paulin
Jonathan Pearson
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
Alan & Kristine Plasch
John & Anna Powell
Diane Rennell
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Virginia Scotland
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Marjorie Steinhouse
Joanne Stone
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Les & Judy Vielbig
Ruberda Vigen
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
Dale & Mary Watson
Donnet & Phyllis Wilt

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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In memory of:
Adrith A.D. Banhart

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In honor of:
Ellen Pearson

Given by:
Jack & Rochelle Wiltfang

In memory of:
Fannie Hutchison

Given by:
Sylvia Mack

In memory of:
Gwen Ishmael

Given by:
Iris Schulman

In honor of:
Jeanne Zeamba’s birthday

Given by:
Edward & Diane Zeamba

In memory of:
Marion Schulze

Given by:
Iris Schulman

In memory of:
Ted Fisher

Given by:
Betty Fiorentine

Churches & Organizations
Albertsons
County of Ventura
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
First Assembly of God of 

Ventura
First Baptist Church of Ventura, 

Dunamite Class
Horizon Foursquare Church
Jay M. Johnson, Attorney
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Outdoor Gospel Church
Presbytery of Santa Barbara
Pythian Sisters

Soroptimist International of 
Ventura

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 
Ventura

United Way
United Way, Edison 

International
United Way, Wellpoint 

Foundation
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church

Thank you to the following 
people and groups who con-
tributed food and other items
to our program during the
month of August:

Individuals
Arielle Brackett
Misty Carpenter
Paul Dols
Les Goldberg
Ashelei Higuera
Connie Lewis
Art & Jean Marshall
Hazel Martin
Betty Morter
Ryan Nessman
George & Eleanor Tillquist
Leonard & Marsha Weber

Churches & Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Anacapa Bread Company
Commission on  Human 

Concerns, Ventura
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
First Baptist Church of Ventura
First United Methodist Church, 

Ventura
FOOD Share
Grace Lutheran Church
Harbor Community Church
National Charity League
Native Daughters of the Golden 

West
Old Dominion Freight

Peet’s Coffee House
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
Soroptimist International of 

Ventura
Starbucks
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church
Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura College of Law
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons, Harbor Blvd.
Vons, Telegraph Rd.
Vons, Thompson Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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The Hands of 
the Carpenter
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

L ast month, I wrote this col-
umn about the complicity

of both science and religion in
the sin of violence. The column
grew out of an article in the Los
Angeles Timesin which Nobel
prize winning physicist Steven
Weinberg was quoted as saying
that given all the violence done
in the name of religion we are
better off without it. I responded
that, while much violence has
been done in the name of reli-
gion, that violence was made
possible by advances in science.
Both are culpable. 

That column had barely
gone to press when I read
another article in the Times,this
one about Najim Abid.

“Najim Abid works in soli-
tude, in a place where the deeds
of men intersect with the grace
of God,” according to the arti-
cle. Mr. Abid works in Bagh-
dad, performing the cleansing of

bodies for burial as required by
Islamic custom. He used to do a
few bodies each week. Now he
does up to six each day. He
says, “I’ve washed clergy, 
doctors, policemen, soldiers,
laborers and painters. I’ve
washed Sunni and Shiite. . . .
They are all dear to me.”

God never rejoices in vio-
lence, but God surely rejoices in
the loving acts that Najim Abid
performs for the victims of that
violence — victims who Abid
has never known.

But God knows and loves
them. The grace of God surely
surrounds them as fully as does
the linen shroud in which Abid
lovingly wraps them.

The reporters describe
Abid’s hands like this: “They
smell of soap and rosewater,
masking death; the skin has
been scrubbed so much that it
seems an imperceptible layer
has been worn away. One would
expect his hands to be smooth
as river stones, but they are
coarse and strong, like the
hands of a carpenter.”

As a Christian that is what I
would wish for: in life, in death,
to be lovingly cared for by the
Hands of the Carpenter. u

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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