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Support Project
Understanding’s
Home Improve-
ment Auction on
October 11

By Melinda Johnson, Board
Member andAuction Co-Chair

n Home ImprovemenAuction
SaturdayOctober 1, 2003
6:00 p.m.

County Government Center
Hall of Justice Cafeteria

hese are the basic details ¢

Project Understanding’
major fundraiser of the yeaks
a believer in Project Under
standings work, we hope you
will support this event in every
way possible—buying tickets,
attending and bidding, donating
items for the auction or purcha
ing ads in the program.

The County oVentura,
through the intercession of
Supervisor g&ve Bennett, has
allowed us to hold the auction
in the cafeteria at the Hall of
Justice.This gives us plenty of
space for auction items, dinner
seating and parking. Our goal i
to fill up all that space.

The board chose “Home
Improvement” as the theme of

this yeats auction and we have :

been gathering items from win
dow installation to fully grown
palm treesWe have goods and
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What we still need i¥OU!

The chairs of this auction
are JudyAlexandre, Karen
Campbell, Melinda Johnson and
Jackie Manleyall members of
Project Understanding’'Board
of Directors.We have dozens of
volunteers to set up and clean
up, serve food, provide security
and check out your purchases.
But we still need more help.
sAnd for this we turn to you.

We'd like you to attend—
r bring friends and relatives.
SeeAuction, Page 2

services for electrical, plumb
ing, landscaping and painting g
your homeWe have live music
to entertain youWe have
demonstrations of skills we
might all like to have to
improve the quality of our
homes and just for fuWVe have
a delicious barbecued dinner
(we will even be auctioning bf
the barbecue during the live
auction), and decadent dessert
And we haveAssemblywoman
Hannah Beth Jackson and atto
ney Jim Farley as auctioneers.

f

—
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SecondAnnual Chefs for Charity
Dinner Scheduled forOctober 19

he Second\nnual “Chefs To date, the following chefs
for Charity” Dinner bene are scheduled to participate:
fitting Project Understanding,  Louis Ludwig. . . .Pierpont Inn
will be held at the Pierpont Inn Kevin Ryan Bon Appetit
on Sunday evening, October 19. (At ThomasAquinas College)
Last years dinneyheld at  ChristopheiWatson. . . Nonas
Jonathars, was a huge success. Courtyard
Once again, gourmet chefs fromJason Collis. . . . . . Jonathars
some ofVenturas finest restau Still pending are:
rants will each be preparing a Joige Ramirez. .Landmark 78
course to make this a truly MichaelYoung. . . .Cafe Fiore
elegant feast. See Chefs Dinner, Page 2

[72)

Chefs from
last year ’s
first Chefs
for Charity
Dinner cele -
brate over a

job well
done.




Pantry Gives

By JoeAnguiano
Pantry Coordinator

a big way

Thanks, Sees Food
Needs Inceasing

he pantry just gets busier
and busierYear after year
we distribute more food to Igr
er families and to the working
poor. Therefore, we need help in

Yes, we have great friends
in the community churches,
Temple, Camarillo postal work
ers, Boy and Girl Scout3rader
Joes, Vons,Anacapa Bread
CompanyLongs Drugs, t&an
Distribution, the five private
grammar schools, and many
others.We have a steady flow

Food Pantry volunteers Richard W

of individual volunteers who
donate food, package it, and
spend time in pantry distribu
tion. To Mr. and Mrs. Mike
Elders and their fishing friends
who donated their catch of 250
300 pounds of fish to the pantr
every yearTo Marsha who
makes sandwiches for our

HOME
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Continued From Page 1

We'd like you to donate auction
items with a “home improvement”

might have such an item to donate it.
Use your imaginationVe particularly
need lage items for the live auction
and can provide pick-up and storage in
advance of the event.

We'd like you to purchase an ad in
the programA business card-sized ad
costs only $25, a quarter page $60, a
half page $100 and a full page $175.

All proceeds go to the crucial min
istry of Project Understanding and to
help build the permanent homeless
shelter which it is spearheadirthis is
definitely an event that is worth your
time and dbrt. It will be fun, tasty
and, most important, a good work.

To purchase tickets, donate an-auc
tion item or place an ad simply use the
sheet on page 5 of this newsletter or
call Kendra at Project Understanding a
652-1326u

ilmeth, V ictor Hosford and Jim

Heath, help stock the shelves with food for people in need.

clients on a weekly basis, the
National Charity League, Diane
Perez and her daughtéhne
Soroptimists, College United
Methodist Church, the retired

-nuns at & CatherineTo our
y faithful drivers who pick up

food on a weekly basi3o the

20 volunteers from Saticoy who
have been the backbone of that
program for the last two years.

Even with all this generosi
ty, we will need more to make
ends meet for the pantry and for
the people it serves. More food
will be needed by individual
donations and by lger food
drives. More volunteers are
needed to work in the pantry
storing and giving out food.

So we thank those who
gave and are giving, and we
hope your generous response
will continue.Your loving char
ity will help those who are less
fortunate. God bless all of you
for being so generous with your
time and helpu

Chef’'s Dinner

Continued From Page 1

The cost of this exquisite
dinner is $85 of which $45 is a
tax-deductible gift to Project
Understanding. For more infor
mation and for reservations, call
Kendra at 652-1326@.



Day of Caring
Volunteers Paint,

Clean andTrim

By LynnAustin
Program Manager

t 9 a.m. on Saturday
September 13, twenty-one

volunteers descended on Projec

Understanding atince Sreet.
Their mission was to paint,
clean, shampoo, plant, trim, an
in general, to give a face-lift to
the facility The day was spen
sored by the Unitetvay of
Ventura Countyand at the heag
of the pack was Shari Mgan
Bridges (director of major gifts
and her two young daughters.

Supervisor S teve Bennett (1)
and Steve Offerman
trim bougainvillea.

The idea of Day of Caring
is to ofer an alternative to
donors.They may give of their
time and dbrt instead of their
funds. More than that, they get
a firsthand view of the facility
from the inside, and they work
side-by-side the sthéind other
donors.

The day started with a tour
of the facility, led by Llynn
Austin, with questions answerg
along the waylmmediately
after the tourvolunteers were
asked which jobs they’d like to
perform. Everyone got their

wish! The group was divided
into seven crews. Crew chiefs
Linda Simson, ShelleWwilmeth,
and MarciaWakelee took their
chages to the various work
locations. (AlamAlpers was the
roving crew chief.)
Within minutes of getting

together at their work areas,

olunteers began their tasks as
if they had known all along

Shari Morgan Bridges
washed windows.

what they would be doing! It
was uncannyJobs done were:

n Shampooing th&utoring
Center carpet (hcie Davis,
Cherry Netherlan).

n Painting the Reception
Centefts waiting room (Dana
Grimaldi,Anna Lee, Kim
Sumney Marsha DeWt, Kim
Amstutz).

n Painting the pantrg’
entry room (Helen Castillo, Jeg

Steve Oferman, Richard
Wilmeth).

n Washing windows every
where (Shari

Morgan Bridges
and her two
girls).

Under the
relentless crew
chiefs, the
work continued
at a constant
pace, without
respite, until
noon.When all
the tools were

D

put to rest, we
looked around
to find that all
of the tasks on
the must-do list plus the wish
list had been accomplished! It
was a gratifying feeling.

When we opened on
September 15, Project Under
standing looked and felt dfr-
ent: shiniercleanerrenewed.
And, clients said so too.

We are all proud of the
work of our Day of Caring vel
unteersWe want to thank them
and their sponsoring ganiza
tions: Ventura Countydult
Services; Lighthouse;t&e
Farm Insurance; Supervisor
Bennetts Ofiice; and United
Way of Ventura CountySee

nyou next yearl

Nussman, Donna Lewis, Letty

Granados, Sylvia
Rosoleck).

n Weeding an
planting shrubs in
the new planter
(Raymundo
Granados, Doroth
Shupbach, Cindy
Cantle, Kasey
Lennon).

n Trimming
the bougainvillea

d

(Steve Bennett, Three

Day of Caring volunteers p aint the entry way

of the Food Pantry .

Day of Caring volunteers
weed a flower bed at
Project Underst anding.
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Board of Directors
vw
Judy Alexandre, President
Jackie Manley; Vice President
Barbara Tomblin, Secretary
Karen Campbell
Mary Carr
Robert Farr ow
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
Roy Schneider
Ann Tobin

Saff

W

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

JoeAnguiano
Pantry Coordinator

Lynn Austin
Program Manager

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Bobbye Condmon
Clerical Support

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Kendra Folsom
AdministrativeAssistant

Renee Hall
SARAH Coordinator

Sheila Kay

Transitional Housing Case Manager

Shari Kempton
SARAH Coordinator

Linda Simson
Reception Center Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
oject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and estab
ished on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity
whose mission is twofoldfo do justice by serving the podun
gry and oppressed with compassion and menaggl to provide avenues for
those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special pro
jects pulling together the fefts of individual local churches and groups to
meet the needs of the less fortundtee programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive lis
teners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families in
order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through communicaj
tions, advocagynetworking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provideg
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsMantura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide trap
sitional shelter and a voice for the homeles¥aitura County

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested-agen
cies and individuals to provide yearund emeagency shelter for homeless
people.

J




Project Underst anding

AUCTION

Saturday
October 11, 2003
6:00 p.m.

County Government Center
Pacific View Cafeteria

Name: Signature:

Address:

Phone: Home Work Cell

E-mail Address:

1.

2.

3.

4,

Tickets are $25 per person and include a light syppéee and iced tea and a bidder
number for the auctio.here will be no-host beverage and desert bars.

Please reserve tickets at $25 each. $ Total

I would like to place an ad in the program.

Business Cardd At $25.00 $
Quarter PagAd At $60.00 $
Half PageAd At $100.00 $
Full PageAd At $175.00 $

Donations of auction items related to the home improvement theme for the silent and live
auction will be accepted through October 3, 2003.

I will donate the following items(s):

Estimatedvalue $

Estimatedvalue $

Estimatedvalue $

Volunteers are needed to set up, clean up, collect items, sell tickets, distribute posters and for
many other tasks things needed to make this auction a success.

| would like to volunteer Yes No

Preferred assignments:




Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and group s who
contributed cash during the
month of August:

Individuals
JudyAlexandre
Arthur & DennisAnderson
Ruben &TerrieAndrade
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Willard & Marilyn Baker
Lorraine Ballance
Patricia Barrett
Loye Barton
Richard & Mary Bauleke
Beverly Benitez
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Barbara Born
Bob & Mary Braitman
William & Mae Briggs
Robert Bruton
John & Eleanor Buchanan
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Thomas & Joan Carr
James & Susan Cheek
Walter Clark
Naomi Claypool
Gertrude Conover
Ann Cooluris
Shirley Cozzens
Helen Crouch
Neil Cummins - Estate
Helen Dirkes
Dan & Mary Doll
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Henry & Jessie Duim
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Annette Duston
James & Frances Egan
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Mike & Barb Elder
Patricia Ellison
Fred & Martha Engle
Betty Lou Evans
Frederick & lynda Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano
Howard Finnegan
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
William & Beverly Flothmeier

Sue Ellen Fowler

Miriam Fraser

Oliver Freeman

Robert & Barbara Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
James & Geraldine Goforth
Albert Goldbeg

Iris Gruwell

Christoph Haar

Ronald & Pickens Halt
Lynnell & John Hankins
William & Catherine Hannah
Betty Harris

Wilma Hays

Jane Helm

Susan Henderson

Stanley Henney

Charles &Vicky Holmstrom
Wylie Horn

Bob & Lee Horne

Norman &Ann Hudson
Carroll & Dorothy Hudson
JoAnn Jackley

Florence Jay

Jeanne Jensen

Jay & Mindy Johnson

John & Rebecca Keisler
Dolores Keith

David & Ruth Kille

William & Lynn Kindred
John Kintsel & Lisa Cerino
Patricia Kochel

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Janice Kuzemko

Bill & Joan Lansing

Byron & Rene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Geoge Lofswold

Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Frances Lowe

Geoge Lozano

Robert & Marina Lunche
Gary Lundquist

Donald & Barbara MacDonald
Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall
Shane &Wendy Matthews
Betty McCurley

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Luceille Merkel

Leo Meyer

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell

Rick Mizuno

Frank & Linda Montoya
Loisgail Narkevic

Jean Nussman

Helen O’Donnell

Leah Ohse

Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
Dorothy Peterson

John &Anna Powell

Tom & Pamela Prinz
David & Thayer Reese
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Mark & Joy Riley

Hobart & Fylis Robertson
Duane & Melvina Rodgers
Chris & Kimberly Ronneber
Jeanette Ross

Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Lois Saue

John & Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Martha Sexton

Tom & Judy Shaw
Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Marjorie Seinhouse
Joanne ®ne

Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Will & L ydiaThompson
Ann Tobin

Charles & DorothyTubbs
Frederick & Sara Ulam
Les & JudyVielbig
RuberdaVigen
BlancheViles
BernardVisser

Daniel & Joanné&Vakelee
Mary JanéWNallace

John & Laurawhyte

Jack & Rochellawiltfang
John & Paulina\Volfe
Edward & Diane Zeamba

In honor of:
Alan Alpers

Given by:
AnneAlpers



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

In honor of:

Anne & FredAlpers
Given by:

Judith &W. R. Ditzler

In memory of:

Betty Garrett
Given by:

Peter & Martha J&

In memory of:
CharlotteAndrew
Given by:
Bruce & Signe Smale

In memory of:
Our daughter Lesligvhitteker
Whiteley

Given by:
Troy & PatsyWhitteker

In honor of:
ShelleyWilmeth for your
dedication and hard work to
help the children of the
Avenue Center

Given by:
Earl & MarciaWakelee

In honor of:

Walter Clarks 100th birthday
Given by:

Bruce & Signe Smale

Churches and Organizations

Albertsons

County ofVentura

FirstAssembly of God o¥/entura

First Baptist Church of Ojai

First United Methodist Church of
Ventura

Furniture King

Mount Cross Lutheran Church

Pythian Sisters

Silver Development Associates,
Inc.

St. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

UnitedWay of Central Maryland

UnitedWay of LosAngeles County

UnitedWay SBC Employee Giving

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Thank you to the following
people and group s who
contributed food and other
items to our program in the
month of August:

Individuals
Lawrence &Teresa Barker
Jake Blehm
Larry & Kari Brogdin
Thomas & Joan Carr
William Corkins & Diane Federle
Mike & Barb Elder
Ray & Sue Ellison
Kendra Folsom
Ashelei Higuera
Douglas & Jean Jereska
Ed & Betty Langer
Don & Lucy Lyman
Deborah Matthews
Virginia Moyle
Dan & Susan Pinkerton
Janice Rand
Glenna Ross
Shirley Shanahan
Maureen Sykes
Geoge & EleanorTillquist
Leonard & MarshaVeber
Richard & Shelleywilmeth

Churches and Organizations
Anacapa Bread Company
College United Methodist Church
Community Presbyterian Church
EastVentura Lions Club
First Baptist Church o¥entura
FOOD Share
Full of Beans Bakery & Céde

Shop
Gallardo &Associates
Humane League
Merry Maids
Mission Uniform & Linen Services
National Charity League
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
St. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura
Trader Joes
Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons GroceryHarbor Blvd.
Vons GroceryTelegraph Rd.
Vons GroceryThompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

Donate Your Car

The Charity That
Gives to Charities

Donate your cartruck,
boat or R/ to benefit
Project Understanding

1-800-766-2273




Rheto-Rick

Home

Impr ovements
By Rick Pearson

Executive Director
A s | hope you all know by
now, Project understandin
is holding a Home Improvemer
Auction on October1L As a
home owner with a long list of
projects that | never seem to g
around to, | am sure that | will
find plenty to bid on.

| want to build a work shop
for my tools. My wife wants a
lathe house for her plants and
we both want an arbor covered
deck.We have been talking
about these things almost sinc
the day we bought the place.

These improvements would
really improve our house, but
would they really change our
home?

In a Robert Frost poem, a
married couple is discussing th
meaning of “home.” He says,
“Home is the place where, whe
you go there, they have to take
you in.” To which she replies, “

should have called it something

deserve.”

So what can we do to
improve the homes of our
homeless neighbors?

served by Project Understand
ing are called “homeless,” but
many to whom we apply that
term would ague that they are
y not homeless, but rather hotise
tless.They have a homé&/entura
is their home. In the annual su
vey of homeless people in
efVentura County last wintewe
once again learned that home
less people do not come to ouf
area for the beach and the sun
shine. More than 33% of home
less people have lived in the
County for 16 years or longer
They are our neighborshey
2 are at home.

So | hope you will join us a
the Home Improvement
Auction. Maybe you will find a
baigain that will help improve
your house and make it a hom

And at the same time you

ewill help improve the home of
the hundreds of people who

neach year who find themselveg
houseless, but for whom
Ventura is their home.

Many of the people who are

t

you somehow havento

D

Highlights

P. 1: Support Project
Understanding Home
ImprovemenfAuction on
October 1.

SecondAnnual Chefs for
Charity Dinner is scheduled
for October 19.

P. 2: Food Pantry gives
thanks and sees food needs
increasing.

P. 3: The Day of Caring
volunteers paint, clean and
trim on September 13.

P. 5: Home Improvement
Auction reply form.
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