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How to Define
“Reception”
By Todd Goehner
Client Services Manager

A receiving or being
received. Response or reac-

tion, to something presented.
The preceding are dictionary
definitions of reception. These
two definitions provide a rudi-
mentary yet accurate description
of the focus and function of our
Reception Center at Project
Understanding.

The aptly named Reception

Center’s primary purpose is to
receive all who enter our doors
and to respond to the needs they
present. This past year we have
seen the needs and requests
grow even as available
resources and assistance wane.

Requests for food, clothing,
bus tokens, rental and utility
assistance are on the rise. To try
and fulfill the volume and 
variety of needs presented the
staff and volunteers have
become very resourceful and
creative. They work very hard
to ensure no one is sent away
empty handed. If we are not

See Reception Center, Page 2
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Case assist ant Isabel Levitt interviews a client
seeking assist ance.

2008 Dan Stevens
Shalom Award
Presented to Lynn
and Virgil Nelson

The Board of Directors of
Project Understanding 

presented the 2008 Dan Stevens
Shalom Award to Virgil and
Lynn Nelson at a reception held
on October 19, 2008.

The award was created in
2002 to honor Dan Stevens,
who was the pastor of East-
minster Presbyterian Church for
more than twenty-five years. 

The award is presented to
residents of Ventura County
who have positively impacted
the community (either locally

or globally)
in the areas
of peace
and social
justice.

The
Nelsons are
no strangers
to longtime
supporters
of Project
Under-
standing.
They have
been active
in literacy
issues and in Project
Understanding, FOODShare
and Habitat for Humanity.

For the last decade, the
Nelsons served as missionaries
in the Democratic Republic of

Congo. Project Understanding
is happy to welcome them
home and to recognize their
years of service to peace and
justice issues with the 2008
Dan Stevens Shalom Award. u

Dan Stevens (r) for whom the award is named present s
the Dan S tevens Shalom Award to the Nelsons.



able to respond to their need
directly with the services we
offer, we try to refer them to
other resources. If nothing else,
we can offer a caring and 
empathetic listening ear.

This past year the Reception
Center received 1,991 client
phone calls; gave 2,367 com-
munity resource referrals; 
completed 4,203 client inter-
views and intakes (conducted
by staff and volunteers) for food
or rental assistance requests
including 532 new clients.

While the needs may be
numerous and varied and
unique to each individual situa-
tion, the Reception Center will
continue to receive and respond
and greet those who seek our
assistance with compassion and
mercy as we strive to instill in
them hope in the search of 
resolution. u

Transition House
Helps Families
By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Transition House is a com-
plex with five two-bedroom

apartments where homeless
families can stay from six
months to two years depending
on the family’s needs.

While they are in the pro-
gram, each family sets goals for
themselves. These goals include
budgeting, parenting classes,
paying rent and saving money,
and developing improved job
skills.

These families are not just
numbers and statistics. As the
economy has worsened, more

and more families are being
pushed into homelessness or the
extreme risk of homelessness.
The families who stay in
Transition House are real fami-
lies struggling to improve their
lives. Here are a couple recent
graduates of the program.

Connie was living in a
motor home when I met her.
She did not have her children
and was looking to have them
reunited with her after their
being out of her care for over a
year. She did not have much
direction on how this was going
to proceed, other than she knew
she needed a home to be able to
start the process. We met many
times and we discussed all her
options, one being that she
needed to find work and the
possibility of some school so
she could have a better career to
be able to support her family. 

When an opening came in
Transition House she inter-
viewed for the apartment. At the
time of the interview she had
started school at Oxnard
College and was still looking
for work. Even though she was
not selected for the apartment at
that time, she did not give up
hope to being able to find a
home for her family. We still
worked together to get the help
she would need to make finding
a home possible for her. 

Then a couple of months
later another apartment became
available and she was chosen at
this time to enter Transition
House. She had a part-time job
and was attending school. We
had to get the house prepared
for an inspection so her children
could be returned. We had a lot
to do because she had nothing
and we had to find everything
she would need to furnish her

2

Reception Center
Continued From Page 1

See Transiton House, Page 3

SARAH Center
Sees Increase in
Women Served
By Jim Grimes
SARAH Center Coordinator

The beginning of the year
saw our economy take a

downhill turn. Gas prices, food
and rent began to rise making it

harder for people in Ventura to
meet their monthly bills. We in
the SARAH Center have seen
an increase in the volume of
clients coming through our
doors. The increase of women
is most noticeable. In the past
we had ten or so women taking
showers each day; now that
number is over twenty on any
given day. But even as our
numbers go up we still have
some clients moving on with
their lives in a positive way.

Bob is one client who six
months ago started working at a
machine shop here in town.
When his six-month review
came up the company doubled
the raise they had promised,
because of the hard work he had
put in each and every day.

With this new volume this
year we at Project Understand-
ing have served our clients with
9,413 showers; 1,709 loads of
laundry; 1,190 phone calls and
497 people have had the service
of our mail pickup. u

SARAH coordinator Jim Grimes chat s with a client.



place. With many generous peo-
ple we were ready in two weeks
with furnishings for her home,
and her children were returned
to her care.

Connie stayed the two years
and received her certificate for
drug and alcohol counselor. She
has left the program and is
working in her field. She has a
lovely condo for herself and her
children. She is a great success
and we are very proud of her.

Recently I ran into a past
tenant of Transition House. I
was not the case manager when
she came into the program, but I
knew she was working on her
college degree to become a
social worker. As of this May
she will have graduated from
Channel Island University with
her bachelor’s degree and is
looking forward to working
full-time in her field. She and
her children have maintained a
home since she has left the pro-
gram and she is very proud of
her success and states with a
smile on her face if it was not
for her time and training at
Transition House she knows she
would have never come this far
and finished her dream. 

These are just two of the
success stories. Approximately
80% of the families who have
entered Transition House have
moved into permanent housing
and self-sufficiency when they
left the program. This is an
exciting record of success.

Thank you to all of you
who have supported and given
to Project Understanding so that
this program and many more
can serve the people in our
community. u

Requests forFood
on the Increase
By Randy Ringen
Food Pantry Coordinator

The number of people served
by Project Understanding’s

Food Pantry in fiscal year 2007-
2008 increased by 16% over the
previous fiscal year. From 
July 1, 2007, to June 30, 2008,
9,112 people in 3,616 families
received food, compared to
7,858 individuals in 2,928
households the year before.

What helped push that

increase was the number of new
people who applied for help for
the first time. Focus on Food
assisted 501 new people in 215
families last fiscal year, com-
pared to 287 people in 140 
families the year before.

This past fiscal year saw an
increase across the board in all
races and ethnicities applying
for help. However, there was a
dramatic jump in the Non-
Hispanic category. In 2006-07,
slightly more Hispanics than
Non-Hispanics (3,840 to 3,764)
were helped. That was dramati-
cally reversed in 2007-08, with
4,740 Non-Hispanics to 4,041
Hispanics.

The majority of people who
receive food from the pantry are
people who are housed. Home-
less people made up just 8.6%

of the total popula-
tion helped by the
pantry. Most of the
homeless last year
were Caucasian, 538
out of 779 total. The
population is also
mostly male, though
nearly 47% were
women, compared
to 44% the year
before.

Clearly, a wors-
ening economy and
the bust of the hous-
ing market have
increased the numbers of those

in need, though the state
was not officially in
recession. Nor are there
any signs that things are
getting better; Project
Understanding gave out
food to 1,077 people in
August, an all-time
record for a month and
an inauspicious sign so
soon into the current fis-
cal year. We at Project

Understanding thank all
those who have given to the
Food Panty to help us in our
mission to provide emergency
food aid, and we are counting
on your further support as the
people of Ventura County face 
a very uncertain, and very
unsettled, economic future. u

Students Learn,
Gain Confidence
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

Our tutoring program offers
free after-school tutoring to

elementary school students
whose families cannot provide
the help their children need. We
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Food Pantry volunteer help s 
distribute fruit to client s.

A client receives food from the p antry .



Board of Directors
vvv

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
President

Judy Alexandre
Vice-President

Dolores “De De” Taylor
Secretary

Tom Hallock
Treasurer

Kar en Campbell

Dorothy Prairie

Dave Schulze

Jerry Schwartz

Mar y L. Watson

Dale Watson

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Todd Goehner
Client Services Manager

Jim Grimes 
SARAH Coordinator

Maria Holmen
Business Manager

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Sandra Morales
Administrative Assistant

Randy Ringen 
Pantry Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Receptionist

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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God
We are people of faith who believe in the God

revealed in the Scriptures. In all that we do, we
are endeavoring to respond to God in our lives. 
(Genesis 1:1) (John 1:1-5).

Loving Neighbor
All those whom we meet are our neighbors

and we are commanded by God to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. (Leviticus 19:18) 
(Mark 12:28-31).

Justice
In Biblical terms, justice means protecting the

weak from exploitation and the poor from oppres-
sion. Project Understanding seeks to speak God’s
word of justice on behalf of those who have no
voice. (Psalm 72:12-14) (Jeremiah 22:3-4) 
(Amos 5:24) (Luke 1:50-53) (Matthew 25:38-40).

Compassion
The needs of others stir in us — not pity —

but the awareness of the blessings we possess.
Compassion grows not from condescension, but
from empathy — a feeling of being at one with
the needs of others. (Isaiah 54:10) (Matthew 9:36)
(Luke 10:29-37) (James 5:11).

Mercy
God treats us with mercy, so we must act 

mercifully towards others. (Psalm 51:1) 
(Psalm 26:6) (Matthew 5:7) (Romans 9:16)
(1Peter 2: 9-10) (John 8:1-11).

Dignity
A person’s dignity is a gift of God bestowed 

at birth — not a measure of one’s wealth or
importance in society. Project Understanding will
treat all people with dignity and respect. 
(Genesis 1:26) (James 2:1-7).

Generosity 
(Of time and resources)

All are givers and all are receivers, but we 
are measured more by what we give than by what
we receive. Project Understanding encourages
generosity of time and resources from all who
enter our doors. (Exodus 35:5) 
(Deuteronomy 15:8-11) (Acts 20:35) 
(2 Corinthians 9:11-12).

Service
We believe that God tells us to serve rather

than to be served. Service is our response to the
love God has already shown to us. 
(Matthew. 20:26-28).

Breaking Down Barriers
All barriers of wealth, status, ethnicity or

social standing are artificially imposed and divide
us from one another. Our goal is to build bridges
not walls. (Psalm 133:1-3) (Ephesians 2:14-16).

Project Understanding Statement of Principles
Mission Statement

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established on the principles and ideals of
Judaism and Christianity whose mission is twofold: To do justice by serving the poor, hungry and

oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to serve others.  

Statement of Principles

I n the Spirit of Shalom — the Biblical concept of wholeness — Project Understanding seeks to bring
wholeness and reconciliation to a broken world. Shalom means peace, but it also means justice, 

reconciliation with our neighbors, prosperity for the society (not just for some individuals), healthy minds,
bodies and spirits, and oneness with God and God’s creation. It is in this spirit that Project Understanding
affirms the following principles:
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have four tutoring centers in
Ventura and one in Oxnard, and
each one is supervised by a site
coordinator. Every tutor is a
volunteer, and three of our site
coordinators are also volunteers.
Together we try to make a 
difference in children’s lives.

Our fine boys and girls.
When my children were in

elementary school, we were
amused that the school principal
continually referred to his stu-
dents as “our fine boys and
girls.” The Tutoring Program
has shown me why he said that.
Our students are indeed fine
boys and girls! I would go
beyond that: They are really
great young people! Referred to
us by their teachers because
they need help with their school
work, most of them arrive each
week with smiles on their faces,
ready to get busy and master
those things like multiplication
tables or spelling that has been
hard for them. Last school year
ended with 270 students in
tutoring, and we also served
additional children who didn’t
stay with us for the whole year.

At the end of the school

year, we asked the teachers how
each student had progressed
during the year. Teachers
responded that 83% of our 
students made good academic
progress. They also said that
86% had more self-confidence,
72% had improved in motiva-
tion, and that 96% had benefited
from tutoring. We find these
numbers very gratifying.
Thanks, teachers, for that vote
of confidence, and thanks to
each of our students who
worked so hard to improve.

No goofing off allowed in
Oxnard.

One of our Oxnard tutors is
a policeman with the City of
Oxnard. Last year, he was
assigned a student who was a
bit of a goof-off. The tutor’s
demeanor made it clear that
goofing around was not accept-
able. Guess what? The student
shaped up, and his work got
done. This police officer was
one of the more than 200 tutors
who gave an
hour or more
each week to
help students
succeed.
Together they
provided 7,800
hours of tutor-
ing in the 2007-
08 school year!
Many thanks to
our tutors for
their generous
and caring 
spirits.

Fun in the Summertime.
This year, the Avenue Cen-

ter’s Summer Program focused
on “Adventures in Space.”
Twenty students created a solar
system and visited the planetari-
um at the Santa Barbara

Museum of Natural History.
They listened to a storyteller at
the tutoring center, and visits to
Foster Library and the Gull
Wings Children’s Museum in
Oxnard rounded out the pro-
gram. A generous gift from the
Worthington Foundation made
all of this possible.

Eastminster Jumpstart.
Eastminster held their annu-

al Summer Jumpstart Program
shortly before school resumed
in August. The students rotated
from one learning center to
another, brushing up on their
reading, writing and math.
Eighteen primary students came
the first week, and the second
week served fifteen students in
the fourth through sixth grades.
A productive and fun time was
had by all.

Partnering with the schools.
We are now serving students

from twelve Ventura Unified
schools. While our Oxnard site

was set up to primarily serve
Kamala School, teachers and
parents from all over Oxnard
have heard about it and are
sending their children. Oxnard
has been overwhelmed with

Tutoring
Continued From Page 3

See Tutoring, Page 7

Tutor Judith Morgan focuses on reading with
student Britt any Rodriguez at the Saticoy

Tutor Fred Paxton assist s student Jackson Greene
with his homework. They get together every week.
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requests for tutoring this year
and we are hoping to find a 
second Oxnard location. 

The Saticoy Tutoring Center.
Last June, I received a note

from Karen Senesac, principal
of Citrus Glen School in
Ventura, whose students attend
the Saticoy site. She said,
“Thank you so much for serving
and helping so many of our
Citrus Glen students this year.
Our staff is very appreciative to
know we can refer parents to
Project Understanding, and that
the students will receive the
extra help they need. Thank you
for being a partner with our
school.”

It is a pleasure to work with
teachers and administrators to
provide the helping hand stu-
dents need.

None of this could happen
without you, and we thank you
for your continuing support. If
anyone who reads this feels
called help one of our young-
sters, call me at 652-1326. u

Rental Assistance
Aided 80 Families
in 2007-2008
By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

The the Rental Assistance
Program is able to assist

residents of Ventura and the
Santa Clara River Valley
through funding from a number
of sources including govern-
ment grants. Each of these 
funding sources allows us to
give families support to help

with financial aid for rent,
deposits and eviction 
prevention. 

Our most recent source of
funding is the Homeless
Prevention Fund which is the
response in the City of Ventura
to the 10-Year Plan to End
Homelessness. This new pro-
gram rotates among Project
Understanding, Catholic
Charities and Salvation Army.
This is one more tool we can
use to help individuals and 
families to stay housed. 

We also have received 
private donations as well as a 
regular donation from East-
minster Presbyterian Church to
help with the rental needs in the
city of Ventura.

These private donations
give us the opportunity to help
persons in our community who
do not quite meet the criteria set
forth in our federal grants. One
such person was Mr. Smith. He
is a disabled veteran living on a
very limited income. He has an
adult son who does not live
with him. Mr. Smith’s son had a
very infected tooth and had no
insurance to pay for the tooth to
be fixed. Mr. Smith, being a
loving father, helped his son,
but this put him short for the
rent. I was able to help Mr.
Smith with his rent so he was
not out on the streets.

In the past fiscal year we
used funding from all of these
programs to assist 80 families
totaling 326 people. 

Unfortunately, we do not
have enough funding to help
every family who comes to us.
It is never easy to decide who
will and will not receive rental
assistance. Each client goes
through an interview process
and an application process. With
each family, we see how they

match up with the available
funding and look at other pro-
grams that they may possibly
use here to help them continue
to be successful. They may use
the pantry to supplement their
food bill, or perhaps we refer
them out to other agencies for
other services such as utility
assistance. All of these options
as well as rental assistance can
help these families be success-
ful to stay in their homes. 

It is the support of our gen-
erous donors that makes all of
this possible. Thank you for
your assistance. u

Income Statement
Fiscal Year 2007-2008

Income
United Way $ 14,794
Donations 277,136
Special Events 19,555
Interest and Dividends 1,246
Government Grants 86,725
Transition House Revenue    12,274
Total $411,730

Expenses
Salaries $250,797
Payroll Taxes & Benefits 30,998
Professional Fees 11,172
Office Supplies 3,670
Telephone and Internet 4,980
Postage and Shipping 1,055
Occupancy Costs 21,820
Insurance 9,495
Equipment 243
Printing and Copying 6,120
Agency Vehicle and Travel Expenses 1,973
Fundraising Expenses 7,392
Direct Assistance to Individuals 81,457
Miscellaneous Expenses 1,875
Interest    11,377
Total $444,424

Note: These income and expense totals
reflect cash income and disbursements only. 
In-kind donations of food provided well over
50,000 meals, and volunteers donated many
thousand hours. 

Tutoring
Continued From Page 6
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Live Simply That
Others May
Simply Live
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

When I was new to the
Project Understanding

staff in 1988 and 1989 I usually
dressed in a T-shirt and jeans, as
did the other members of the
staff.

One day, executive director
Pat Driskill, assistant director
Sue Sturtevant and I all showed
up wearing the same T-shirt —
the one pictured on this page.

While it was not planned it
was not all that surprising
because we each had seen the
others wear the shirt often. 

“Live simply that others
may simply live.” This state-
ment, which we all believed, is
attributed to Elizabeth Seton,
who was the first person born in
this continent to be made a saint
by the Catholic Church. Mrs.
Seton started a school for girls
from poor families and also
founded an organization in New
York City for the relief of poor
widows with children — an
organization which is said to be
the first private charity organi-
zation in the city.

We wore our shirts not to
honor Elizabeth Seton but to
remind ourselves and others that
the choices that we make about
how to use our time and
resources have an impact of 
people whom we have never
met or known.

I still try to live simply even
as I am aware that my assets

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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and possessions put me in the
wealthiest one percent of the
world’s population. But the goal
of living simply was a worthy
goal for the Project Under-
standing staff twenty years ago.
It remains so today.u
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Thank you to the following 
people and groups who 
contributed cash to our
program during the month of
September:

Individuals
Judy Alexandre
Rebecca Argo
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Patricia Barrett
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
Gerard Bellaart
Nancy Benz
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
John Broms, M.D.
Don Brubaker
Lyndon & Jan Brumby
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Thomas & Joan Carr
Sherry Cash
Robert & Elaine Castle
Frank Cavola
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Harry & Esther Cooperman
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Barbara Eggert
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Jean Farley
Joe & Kim Fiano
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Betty Fiorentine
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler
Ruth Gallagher
Robert Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Albert Goldberg
Candy & Paul Gooding
Clyde & Mabel Gorden
Carol Greeby
Iris Gruwell
Edyth & Michael Gullon
Christoph & Loren Haar
Mary Hamilton
Joy Hamlat
Ivan Harkey
Betty Harris
H. Lee & Margaret Heise
Jane Helm

Mike Hershey
Carol Hertel
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Ronald & Barbara Hudoba
Carroll Hudson
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Ann Huston
JoAnn Jackley
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Craig & Donna Johnson
Doris Jones
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Patricia Kochel
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Ada Kudron
Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere
Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Byron & Irene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Gary Lundquist
Don & Lucy Lyman
Donald & Barbara MacDonald
Jacqueline Manley
John & Frances Marshall
Art & Jean Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Leo Meyer
Barbara Mickey
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Evalena Mitterer
Byron & Laura Moline
Betty Moon
Alfred Mottola
Valerie Norman
Jean Nussman
Leah Ohse
Susan Olson
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace Pearson
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
Jim & Amy Perkins
John & Anna Powell
Diane Rennell
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Albert Rosen
Anne Rubin
Raymond & Marie Ruiz
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roy & Sharon Schneider

Roberta Schoenherr
Kathleen Schroeder
Iris Schulman
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Timothy Seymour
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Dolores Taylor
Bruce Thompson
Robert & Kathie Tobias
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Les & Judy Vielbig
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
Evelyn Waters
Dale & Mary Watson
Lynn & Tessa Weeks
R. E. & Lynda Whitney
John & Paulina Wolfe

In memory of:
Ann Rice

Given by:
Duane & Charlann Vander 
Pluym

In memory of:
Bud Florine

Given by:
Jerry & Bernice Baird

In memory of:
Capt. Charles Wilbur

Given by:
Carolyn Wilbur

In memory of:
Carl Zechner

Given by:
Janice Zechner

In honor of:
Church of the Foothills

Given by:
Chuck Caulkins
Ernest & Laura Gulovsen
Doris Keyes
Gary & Nancy Lairmore
Karen Mac Conell
Bill & Marty Mandras
John & Robin Martin
Barbara Mickey
Henry & Jan Morris
Fern Pinkerton
Inge Schroeder
Duane & Charlann Vander 
Pluym
Carolyn Wilbur

Kathryn Wilbur
The Wipfs Family

In memory of:
Dain Rairdan

Given by:
Janice Zechner

In honor of:
David Hitch Potts’birthday

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
Devin Adams

Given by:
Lawson & Audrey Simpson

In honor of:
Diego Vasquez’s birthday

Given by:
Ernest & Laura Gulovsen

In honor of:
Ernie Gulovsen’s 80th 
birthday

Given by:
Ernest & Laura Gulovsen
John & Robin Martin
Barbara Mickey
Emma Rush

In honor of:
Gary Hitch’s birthday

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
George R. Perkins

Given by:
Betty Jo Blaser-Perkins & 
Eileen Hager

In honor of:
Harry & Esther 
Cooperman’s November
birthdays

Given by:
Geneieve “Jan” Jason

In honor of:
Heather Ritchie Vazquez’s 
birthday

Given by:
Ernest & Laura Gulovsen

In memory of:
Her parents, Bob & Martha 
Menchey

Given by:
Bill & Marty Mandras

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding



In honor of:
Her parents, Harris & 
Gladys Moss

Given by:
Karen Mac Conell

In honor of:
Jacob Ritchie’s birthday

Given by:
Ernest & Laura Gulovsen

In honor of:
Jean and Art Marshall

Given by:
Kathryn Wilbur

In honor of:
Jean Marshall

Given by:
Jane Andersen
Robert & Lois McCampbell
Les & Judy Vielbig

In memory of:
Jim Hager

Given by:
Betty Jo Blaser-Perkins & 
Eileen Hager

In memory of:
Joe & Ada Enz

Given by:
Helen Archer

In memory of:
John Pinkerton

Given by:
Fern Pinkerton

In memory of:
Judy Vielbig’s father, 
Le Roy Cook

Given by:
Sylvia Mack
Meredith Moyers

In honor of:
Melinda Johnson’s birthday

Given by:
Robert Beilin

In memory of:
Meredith Loree

Given by:
Keith & Linda Clifford
Robert & Kenmere Davidson
David & Donna Kacerek
Elise & William Kearney
Gail Narkevic

In memory of:
Norris Jensen

Given by:
Jeanne Jensen

In honor of:
Rick & Ellen Pearson

Given by:
Betty Harris

In memory of:
Roy Ash

Given by:
Faith Baptist Church of 
Ventura County, Golden Gang
William & Joanne Bowie
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
J. A. Hegarty
John Withers

Churches & Organizations
A Touch of Love Foundation
Bamieh & Erickson, PLC
Cars 4 Causes
Church of Christ of Ventura
Church of the Foothills
Coastline Bible Church, 

Dunamite Class
Delta Theta Tau Sorority Zeta 

Epsilon Chapter
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
Edison International
First Assembly of God of 

Ventura
First Presbyterian Church of 

Santa Paula
Gallardo & Associates
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Native Daughters of the 

Golden West
Pythian Sisters
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of

Ventura
United Way of Ventura County
United Way, Other
United Way, Other, United 

Way of Central Maryland
United Way, Other, United 

Way/AT&T
Ventura County Community 

Foundation
Ventura County Community 

Foundation, Elsie J. Carr 
Memorial Fund

Thank you to the following peo-
ple and groups who contributed
food and otheritems to our pro-
gram during the month of
September:

Individuals
George & Sharon Berg
Maurice & Carol Bickford
Bill & Loretta Burton
Charles & Martha Dugan
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Maryellen Glyer
Les Goldberg
Ruth Hampton
Sheelah Henry
Douglas Jereska
Carol Johnson
Gloria Lewis
Frank & Dianne Maggio
Pat Mason & Zack Kanny
Lois Potepan
Bruce & Signe Smale
Dolores Taylor
Leonard & Marsha Weber
Frank & Betty Whitney

Churches & Organizations
A Touch of Love Foundation
Church of the Foothills
Coastline Bible Church
College United Methodist 

Church
Community Action of Ventura 

County
Community of Christ Church
Community Presbyterian 

Church
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
First United Methodist Church 

of Ventura
FOOD Share
Grace Lutheran Church
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Matilija Bottled Water
Peet’s Coffee House
Pythian Sisters
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
Soroptimist International of 

Ventura
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura
Starbucks
Temple Beth Torah
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church
Turning Point
Unitarian Universalist Church
United Way of Ventura County

USDA
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons, Thompson Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Sustaining
Donors

Sustaining donors are those
who make a single gift of

$1,000 or more. To show our
appreciation for their support,
they are listed here for twelve
months.

Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Edward & Jill Banman
Judith Chamberlin
Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer 

& Yvon Chouinard 
Austin & Mary Jo Coe
William Corkins & Diane 

Federle
Peter & Diane Dowler
Ray & Sue Ellison
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Jeffrey & Debra Hill
Harriet Hillam
Shelley Jones
Echo Kukuchek
Aurora Loss
Ada Lovingfoss
Evea Merrick
Virgil & Lynn Nelson
Leah Ohse
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Robert & Lupe Piros
Gretchen Schaffner & Alex 

Reid
John & Dorothy Sinjem
Fred & Barbara Tomblin
Arnold & Joan Travis
Eric & Shonda Vielbig
Les & Judy Vielbig
Marion Ward
James & Marilyn Williams
Robert Willis


