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Tutoring Marks
25th Anniversary

Our Tutoring Program is a
free service to help low-

income students succeed in
school while developing self-
confidence, motivation and
learning skills. Started in 1982
by Lynn Nelson, tutoring was
first held in a small room in the
Project Understanding building
on Vince Street. Over the years
the program has grown, and we
now have four tutoring centers
in Ventura and one in Oxnard.

Our Students
Our students are kinder-

garten through eighth grade,
with most of them in elementary
school. They are referred to us
by their teachers because they
are struggling with some area of
their school work, and they
come from families who are not
able to provide the help that
their children need. Last year
233 students were working with
their tutors at the end of the
school year.

Our Tutors
Our tutors range from high

schoolers to octogenarians and
come from many backgrounds,
but they share some common
traits — they enjoy being with
children, and they are excited
about learning. They want to see
that children get a good start in

life and are willing to get per-
sonally involved in making that
happen. Last year 174 tutors
kept our tutoring centers hum-
ming. 

Our Program
Tutors are matched with a

student and they meet once a
week for an hour at the Tutoring
Center to work on homework
and basic learning skills. Last
year 7,246 hours of tutoring
were provided.

Summer Program
In the summer, the Avenue

Center offers an enrichment pro-

gram to expose children to the
arts and sciences, which some-
times are not emphasized during
the school year. This summer,
24 children explored the subject
“Under the Sea.” They visited
the Ty Warner Sea Center in
Santa Barbara and the Channel
Islands National Park Visitor
Center. They also walked down
the Avenue to the Bell Arts
Factory for some wonderful art
experiences.

The Eastminster Center
holds an annual “Jumpstart
Program” in August to help 
students brush up on their skills
before school resumes. This
year, 40 children had a great
time honing their skills in 
the three Rs.

Waiting List
We would love to serve

every child who comes to us for
help. Unfortunately, there are 

See Tutoring, Page 2
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Ed Burruss and his student work
together at the Oxnard Center .

Retired teacher Fran Ford with a
small group of fif th graders at
the Eastminster Center .

Martin’ s smile brightens the
Avenue Center .



not enough tutors, so we must
place some children on a wait-
ing list. We currently have 35
students who are waiting for a
tutor. Perhaps you could help.
Please call Marcia at 652-1326
to find out how to get started. u

SARAH Center
Serves Everyone
Jim Grimes
SARAH Center Coordinator

The SARAH Center is open
to everyone — most of our

clients are homeless, but not all.
Some just come in for supplies,
like lotions, shampoos, or soaps.
But most are homeless and have
nowhere else to meet these
needs. 

We try to help as much as
possible by offering showers, a

place to do their laundry, use of
the phone for local calls or just
to pick up their mail. We at
Project Understanding have
been able to serve our clients
this past year with 8,235 show-
ers, 1,597 loads of laundry,
1,362 phone calls, and 356 peo-
ple have had the service of our
mail pickup.

This past year the homeless
population in Ventura has
grown. The need of organiza-
tions like Project Understanding
is always there. Clients that are
looking for full-time work are
finding it harder and harder, and
even if they do find work, most
times it’s eight or nine dollars
an hour which is not enough to
get them off the streets and into
an apartment or even a room to
rent. 

One client that did get off
the streets and into his own
place found a full-time job plus
two part-time jobs just to get
him where he is today. So as
you can see with salaries as low
as they are and rent so high,
some people have to work
seven days a week to get along
in Ventura.

Most days we are busy from
the time the doors open. I am
blessed to have two volunteers,
Mariann Davis and Nita
Perkins. Without them the
SARAH Center would not be
able to do all it does. u

Reception Center
Is the Entry Point
Kay Hoyt, Reception Center
Coordinator

Many families and homeless
individuals throughout the

city of Ventura, find it difficult
to provide even the basic food
staples to their families, others
are also in need of shelter, med-
ical assistance, employment,
public assistance, legal services,
alcohol and drug treatment 
programs, pregnancy testing,
perinatal care, help with their
utilities or mental health needs.
These clients are simply not
aware of the many services
available to them in our com-
munity, and they need our help
in reaching out to these
resources.  

The Reception Center plays
a vital role in their lives. Every
day, clients arrive at the
Reception Center requesting
information and help. The
Reception Center serves as a
point of entry for the services
that Project Understanding pro-
vides, including the Pantry and
eviction prevention programs. It
is also the entry point for
Healthcare for the Homeless, a
program through Ventura
County Public Health which
provides access to a nurse prac-
titioner and licensed vocational
nurse. This program offers diag-
nosis, treatment, medication and
referral for people who are
homeless or at immediate risk
of homelessness. Fifteen to
twenty homeless clients are
seen every Friday afternoon.
Many illnesses are detected
early and diseases prevented
from spreading throughout the
community by the quick atten-
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Esteban is having fun with
watercolors in the summer .

Volunteer Nit a Perkins gives a
client his mail at the SARAH
Center .

Our newest tutor could be you!

See Reception Center, Page 3

This could
be you!!



tion provided by these wonder-
ful healthcare professionals. 

In cooperation with the
Ventura Breakfast Lions Club,
the Reception Center has con-
tinued to provide eyeglasses to
many clients in need. 

In addition, the Reception
Center is the nerve center for
the agency. It is hard to believe,
unless you are sitting in the
receptionist’s chair, that over
3,600 telephone calls are
received at Project Understand-
ing each year. Also, there are
over 4,000 client visits each
year. We have seen over 420

new clients this year. We have
seen a trend toward larger num-
bers of young women as heads
of household and also senior
citizens entering our rolls this
year.

The source of our strength
is our volunteer base and the
knowledge and compassion they
possess. It is only because of
the interest, enthusiasm and
compassion of our case assis-
tants, that we are able to pro-
vide services to our clients. Our
case assistants come from many
different backgrounds but all
have the necessary commitment
to give of their time whether it

is three hours a week or six.
Year in and year out they arrive
to help, to listen and to begin
assisting individuals and fami-
lies in defining and solving their
problems, planting seeds of love
today which will bear fruit in
God’s own time. Our case assis-
tants, identify, research, assess,
explore, respond and facilitate
with the clients concerning their
needs. They then discuss with
the client one or two or three
realistic objectives or goals for
his or her case management
plan and appropriate referrals
and resources are identified. 

We are also grateful to our
clients, who by their very pres-
ence help us to understand how
much we need each other, how
fortunate we are and what grace
there is in a life spent helping
others. u

Rental Assistance
and Eviction
Prevention Gain
Momentum
By Melissa Wilkins
Housing Case Manager

Project Understanding’s
rental assistance and evic-

tion prevention program has
continued to gain momentum in
the last fiscal year. The pro-
gram, which was expanded last
year to the Santa Clara Valley,

continues to grow in
order to meet the ever
increasing needs of
families and individu-
als within Ventura
County. According to
the 10-Year Strategy
to End Homelessness
for Ventura County,
6,000 people experi-

ence homelessness within the
county in one year, and on any
given day 83 families (with
three persons per household) are
living on the streets. The
Homeless Prevention Task
Force for Ventura County
recently determined that helping
households maintain their hous-
ing is crucial to the long-term
goal of ending the cycle of
homelessness that faces 2,000
households within Ventura
County in one year. 

Project Understanding was
chosen to be one of three agen-
cies that will distribute funds
raised by the city of Ventura to
assist residents of Ventura to
maintain their housing through
the provision of rental assis-
tance.  Project Understanding
has been dedicated to providing
rental assistance to residents
throughout the county of
Ventura and will continue to do
so as part of this strategic plan.

The rental assistance pro-
gram is designed to either assist
families who are currently
homeless get into permanent
housing or to prevent families
from being evicted from their
permanent housing. Rental
assistance is provided to fami-
lies in the form of a one-time
grant that funds a maximum of
one month’s rent. The funding
is awarded to families who have
an income that would typically
sustain them but experience an
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Reception Center case assis -
tants Waldi Holloway and Paul
Dols share a light moment.

Case assist ant Isabel Levitt interviews a
client in the Reception Center .

See Rental Assistance, Page 6
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“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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God
We are people of faith who believe in the God

revealed in the Scriptures. In all that we do, we
are endeavoring to respond to God in our lives. 
(Genesis 1:1) (John 1:1-5).

Loving Neighbor
All those whom we meet are our neighbors

and we are commanded by God to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. (Leviticus 19:18) 
(Mark 12:28-31).

Justice
In Biblical terms, justice means protecting the

weak from exploitation and the poor from oppres-
sion. Project Understanding seeks to speak God’s
word of justice on behalf of those who have no
voice. (Psalm 72:12-14) (Jeremiah 22:3-4) 
(Amos 5:24) (Luke 1:50-53) (Matthew 25:38-40).

Compassion
The needs of others stir in us — not pity —

but the awareness of the blessings we possess.
Compassion grows not from condescension, but
from empathy — a feeling of being at one with
the needs of others. (Isaiah 54:10) (Matthew 9:36)
(Luke 10:29-37) (James 5:11).

Mercy
God treats us with mercy, so we must act 

mercifully towards others. (Psalm 51:1) 
(Psalm 26:6) (Matthew 5:7) (Romans 9:16)
(1Peter 2: 9-10) (John 8:1-11).

Dignity
A person’s dignity is a gift of God bestowed 

at birth — not a measure of one’s wealth or
importance in society. Project Understanding will
treat all people with dignity and respect. 
(Genesis 1:26) (James 2:1-7).

Generosity 
(Of time and resources)

All are givers and all are receivers, but we 
are measured more by what we give than by what
we receive. Project Understanding encourages
generosity of time and resources from all who
enter our doors. (Exodus 35:5) 
(Deuteronomy 15:8-11) (Acts 20:35) 
(2 Corinthians 9:11-12).

Service
We believe that God tells us to serve rather

than to be served. Service is our response to the
love God has already shown to us. 
(Matthew. 20:26-28).

Breaking Down Barriers
All barriers of wealth, status, ethnicity or

social standing are artificially imposed and divide
us from one another. Our goal is to build bridges
not walls. (Psalm 133:1-3) (Ephesians 2:14-16).

Project Understanding Statement of Principles
Mission Statement

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established on the principles and ideals of
Judaism and Christianity whose mission is twofold: To do justice by serving the poor, hungry and

oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to serve others.  

Statement of Principles

I n the Spirit of Shalom — the Biblical concept of wholeness — Project Understanding seeks to bring
wholeness and reconciliation to a broken world. Shalom means peace, but it also means justice, 

reconciliation with our neighbors, prosperity for the society (not just for some individuals), healthy minds,
bodies and spirits, and oneness with God and God’s creation. It is in this spirit that Project Understanding
affirms the following principles:
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unexpected circumstance that
makes it impossible to pay rent.
Funding can also be used to
assist families with the first
month’s rent once the deposit
for housing has been paid.
Families must complete a thor-
ough application process and
work closely with the housing
case manager to ensure that the
appropriate referrals are in place
so that the family is stabilized. 

This year, Project Under-
standing assisted 172 people
either attain or maintain perma-
nent housing through the provi-
sion of rental assistance. One
such family was a two-parent
household with two teenage
children. The family was depen-
dent on two incomes to pay
rent, so when one parent unex-
pectedly lost his job the family
found themselves on the verge
of eviction. Both parents were
employed again by the end of
the month, but without a grant
to assist with the payment of
rent, the family would have lost
their housing before having a
chance to catch up. This is just
one of the many families who
are in need of assistance due to
unforeseen circumstances and a
quick turn of events.

Though Project Under-
standing continues to increase
the level of assistance that is
provided to families throughout
Ventura County, there are still
many families that do not
receive the much needed assis-
tance due to a lack of funding
available.  It is through dona-
tions such as yours that this
assistance is available to the
members of your community.
Thank you for your continued
support of this program. u

Four Families
Graduate From
Transition House  
By Melissa Wilkins
Housing Case Manager

Transition House is a com-
plex with five apartments

designed to provide transitional
housing to families who are
homeless upon entering the pro-
gram. The program is designed
to house families for up to two
years while educational and
vocational goals are accom-
plished. 

Upon entering the program,
each family meets with the
housing case manager to estab-
lish individualized, tangible
goals that will enable the family
to achieve self-sufficiency and
attain permanent housing upon
exit from the program. The
housing case manager then
meets with each family on a
weekly basis to ensure that
appropriate steps are being
taken to accomplish long-term
goals.  

Due to the flexibility within
the program to meet the specific
goals of each family, Transition
House has had the opportunity
to serve families from a variety
of backgrounds with a variety
of aspirations. In the last fiscal
year, Transition House has seen
four families graduate from the
program and attain permanent
housing. 

One of these four graduates
was homeless on and off for
eight years prior to entering the
program. Since graduating from
the program, she has finished
her associate of arts degree and
will soon complete her bachelor
of arts degree. She is in perma-
nent housing and building a life

with her daughter as she pur-
sues her goal to become a
school teacher. She credits her
success to the support she
received throughout her time at
Transition House.

There are currently five
families in the program at
Transition House, each of
whom is working to complete
goals designed to match their
individual talents and interests.
The goals of those who are cur-
rently in the program include
attaining careers in substance
abuse counseling, medical
billing, and computer technical
support. Each goal is as unique
as the individual behind it, and
Project Understanding seeks to
empower each of these families
to achieve self-sufficiency. 

Simultaneously, life skills
are taught to each family.
These skills include budgeting
skills, parenting skills, self-
advocacy, accessing mainstream
programs, building credit, and
attaining permanent housing.
All of this is crucial to success-
fully prepare families for gradu-

Rental Assistance
Continued From Page 3

See Transition House, Page 7

A Current Family at
Transition House

Dana Benson (ctr . photo) with
her daughers Claire and
Olivia (upper lef t) and son
Blake (lower lef t) is working
on goals set to graduate from
Transition House.
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ation from the program.
Like every other program,

donations and volunteers help
make this program possible.
The needs of this program,
though, are unique and often
unpredictable. Often when fami-
lies enter the program, they are
without any furniture or house-
hold necessities. Therefore,
donations of household items
are crucial to families as they
get settled into the program,
though this typically only
occurs a couple of times a year. 

Life skills classes could also
be taught by volunteers in order
to draw from a wide variety of
educational backgrounds and
experiences. To learn more
about the specific needs of this
program, please be in contact
with Project Understanding
throughout the year. u

A Quarter-Million
Food Items Pass
Thru Pantr y 

Last year the Focus on Food
Emergency Food Pantry

served more than 7,500 people
in more than 2,900 families.
Because families may use the
Pantry up to six times per year,
these numbers include multiple
visits by families. In all, 2,800
unduplicated people in nearly
1,100 families used the Pantry
during the year. About 60% of
the families use the Pantry only
one or two times per year.

Families receive an amount
of food sufficient for three days.
The products that are given are
nutritionally balanced and need
a minimum of preservation and

preparation. They include tuna,
peanut butter, vegetables, fruit,
cereal and bread among others.
The number of each item
received increases as family
size increases. When all of the
items distributed are totaled up,
the number comes to nearly a
quarter of a million items —
246,000 food items in all.

That number includes more
than 30,000 cans of soup, nearly
18,000 cans of tuna and more
than 12,000 jars of peanut 
butter.

Some of the food is pur-
chased, but much of it is donat-
ed throughout the year. Some
comes from big food drives like
those of the Boy Scouts and the
Postal Carriers. Some comes
from congregations and service
clubs that collect a “food of the
month,” perhaps tuna in January
or peanut butter in July. Some
even comes from individuals
who are trying to make a differ-
ence in their community.

In addition to food it also
takes hundreds of volunteer
hours given by dedicated and
hard-working individuals.

Call today to find out how
you can be a part of this 
quarter-million item effort. u

Income Statement
Fiscal Year 2006-2007

Income
United Way $ 18,693
Donations 277,334
Special Events 20,067
Interest and Dividends 5,949
Government Grants 87,549
Transition House Revenue    12,293
Total $425,135

Expenses
Salaries $240,547
Payroll Taxes & Benefits 29,249
Professional Fees 8,704
Office Supplies 2,111
Telephone and Internet 5,233
Postage and Shipping 1,555
Occupancy Costs 25,264
Insurance 10,300
Equipment 8,804
Printing and Copying 5,773
Agency Vehicle and Travel Expenses 3,725
Fundraising Expenses 9,181
Direct Assistance to Individuals 59,815
Miscellaneous Expenses 1,057
Interest    16,405
Total $427,723

Note: These income and expense totals
reflect cash income and disbursements only. 
In-kind donations of food provided well over
50,000 meals, and volunteers donated many
thousand hours. 

Transition House
Continued From Page 6

Volunteers _______________ and _____________ fill a grocery bag in
the Pantry for a hungry family .
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Acts of Kindness:
Our Mission and 
Our Life
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Project Understanding may
not advertise on television,

but a commercial that I have
seen a number of times reminds
us of what we try to do. The ad
shows a series of scenes where
people do something nice for a
stranger. A woman keeps a per-
son from stepping into the street
in front of traffic. A man helps a
young mother lift her baby in a
stroller off a bus. In each scene,
the act of kindness is observed
by someone who becomes the
one offering the kind act in the

next scene.
The voice over on the com-

mercial says something like,
“When people do the right
things, it’s called being respon-
sible.”

Whether you call it respon-
sibility or generosity, there is no
question that such “pay it for-
ward” behavior has been a 
hallmark here at Project Under-
standing for more than 30 years. 

Providing acts of kindness
to strangers has been what the
staff and volunteers have done
since the 1970s. They have
done it because it is what is in
their heart to do. They have
done it because they believe
that it is the right thing to do.
They would do it if no one saw
them, but they certainly would
not object if someone saw them
and emulated their behavior.

It is responsible behavior. It

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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is generous behavior. But most
of all it is faithful behavior. It
exhibits a faithfulness to the
calling to serve the poor, hungry
and oppressed in our communi-
ty with compassion and mercy.
It is our mission. It is our life. u
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Thank you to the following 
people and groups who con-
tributed cash to our program
during the month of September:

Individuals
Judy Alexandre
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Marion Baranowski
Patricia Barrett
Steve Bennett
Maurice & Carol Bickford
Elizabeth Blanchard
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam Arichea
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
John Broms, M.D.
Bill & Loretta Burton
Stanley & Gladys Carlson
Thomas & Joan Carr
Daniel Carrillo
Robert & Elaine Castle
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Tari Cody & Robert Grossman
Helen Crouch

Harriet Curry
Herbert Curtis
Mary Jo Davy
Helen Dirkes
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
Frances & James Egan
Barbara Eggert
Fred & Martha Engle
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Betty Fiorentine
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Ruth Gallagher
Sara Garner
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Albert Goldberg
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Candy & Paul Gooding
Clyde & Mabel Gorden
Iris Gruwell
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Joy Hamlat
Kay Hannah
Ivan Harkey
Betty Harris
James & Mary Harrison
Wilma Hays
H. Lee & Margaret Heise
Mike Hershey
Carol Hertel
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Carroll Hudson
JoAnn Jackley
Jay & Mindy Johnson
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere
Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Wanda Laurence
Byron & Irene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
George Lozano

Rockwood & Susan Ludes
Don & Lucy Lyman
Jacqueline Manley
Art & Jean Marshall
John & Frances Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Margery McKinley
Raymond & Katharine McLean
Leo Meyer
Barbara Mickey
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Byron & Laura Moline
Janice Mosher
Alfred Mottola
Gail Narkevic
Susan Olson
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Evelyn Pax
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
John & Anna Powell
Sharron Price
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Philip & Millie Schofield
Karol Schulkin
Iris Schulman
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Bruce & Signe Smale
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Dolores Taylor
Robert & Kathie Tobias
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
Dale & Mary Watson
Lynn & Tessa Weeks
John & Paulina Wolfe

In memory of:
Beth

Given by:
Gene & De Lois Greer

Remember , if you use

instead of Google or Yahoo for
your Internet searches, Project
Underst anding will receive a
donation for each search you
make.

Just go to www.goodsearch.com

Choose Project Understanding 
as your charity

And search as usual.

It’s that easy!

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding



In honor of:
Daughter Rhonda’s, birthday

Given by:
Isabel Levitt

In honor of:
Dr. Irwin Grossman, sponsor of 
$mile

Given by:
Edward & Diane Zeamba

In honor of:
Joanne Wakelee, Happy 
Birthday

Given by:
Nadine & Jerry Tucker

In honor of:
Mindy & Jay Johnson

Given by:
Kearney Family Fund
Bruce & Signe Smale

In honor of:
Mindy Johnson’s birthday

Given by:
Katherine Emerick & Michael 
Regester

Sylvia Mack

In memory of:
My beloved daughter, Sherre

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
My father, Al McHenry

Given by:
Gloria Lewis

Churches and Organizations
Cars 4 Causes
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
First Assembly of God of Ventura
First Baptist Church of Ventura, 

Dunamite Class
First Presbyterian Church of Santa 

Paula
Grossman Imaging
Horizon Foursquare Church
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Pythian Sisters
Soroptimist International of 

Ventura

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 
Ventura

United Methodist Church of 
Westlake Village

United Way of Ventura County
United Way, Other, United 

Way/SBC Employee Giving
Ventura County Criminal Defense 

Bar

Thank you to the following 
people and groups who con-
tributed food and other items 
to our program during the 
month of September:

Individuals
Arielle Brackett
Norma Emery
Les Goldberg
Ruth Hampton
Douglas Jereska
Jean Nussman
Mercy Sanchez
Alvin Sykes
Leonard & Marsha Weber

Churches and Organizations
Boy Scouts of America
College United Methodist Church
Community Action of Ventura 

County
Community of Christ Church
Community Presbyterian Church
CVS Pharmacy, Agoura Hills
CVS Pharmacy, Reseda
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
First Baptist Church of Ventura
FOOD Share
Friends of the Library
Grace Lutheran Church
Kentucky Fried Chicken
La Mariposa School
National Charity League
Peet’s Coffee House
Pythian Sisters
San Buenaventura Women’s Club
Sathya Sai Baba Organization
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura
Starbucks
Temple Beth Torah
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church

Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura College Bookstore
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons, Harbor Blvd.
Vons, Telegraph Road
Vons, Thompson Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Sustaining Donors
Sustaining donors are

those who make a single gift of
$1,000 or more. To show our
appreciation for their support,
they are listed here for 12
months.

Edward & Jill Banman
Judith Chamberlin    
Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer 

& Yvon Chouinard
Austin & Mary Jo Coe
Todd & Cheryl Collart
William Corkins & Diane 

Federle
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Jeffrey & Debra Hill
Harriet Hillam
Robert Ingrum
David Jaffe & Elizabeth West
Shelley Jones
Echo Kukuchek
Evea Merrick
Virgil & Lynn Nelson
Leah Ohse
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Robert & Lupe Piros 
Tom & Pamela Prinz
Gretchen Schaffner & 

Alex Reid
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Dolores Taylor
Fred & Barbara Tomblin
Troy Whitteker


