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Dennis & Jeannette
Longwill Given the
2006 Dan Stevens
Shalom Award 

The Project Understanding
board of directors is pleased

to announce that the 2006 recip-
ients of the Dan Stevens Shalom
Award are Jeannette and Dennis
Longwill.

The Dan Stevens Shalom
Award was created in 2002 to
honor the ministry and work of
the Rev. Dan Stevens who was
the pastor of Eastminster
Presbyterian Church for more
than 25 years. The award is 
presented annually to a person
in Ventura County who has 
positively impacted his or her
community (either locally or
globally) in the areas of peace
and social justice.

The Longwills have been
longtime supporters of Project
Understanding and of the com-
munity. It is truly their heart’s
desire to seek the wellness of
the community both individual-
ly and collectively, and they put
that desire into action.

Together they served for
five years on the homeless cen-
ter task force and currently sit
on the supportive housing advi-
sory board. Active in their local
congregation, Sacred Heart,
Dennis and Jeannette are
Eucharist ministers, support

church devel-
opment and
priests in India
and Africa,
and take an
active lay
leadership role
in many
aspects of the
life of the
Church. They
are financially
supporting the
operation of a
preschool in
Mozambique.
They are 
supporters financially and spiri-
tually of the Sisters of Norte
Dame, a 
lay movement that supports
education. In particular, they 
are supporters of a school in
Uganda. Locally they are key
supporters of the Rubicon
Theater and give generously to
Project Understanding.

Dennis is additionally active
in the Ventura Rotary South and
contributes freely to the Rotary
Foundation. He has also given
his time generously by provid-
ing free dental care for people
in need through the Salvation
Army Clinic in Oxnard. All of
this in addition to a full-time
dental practice and the lending
of support to his wife’s 
activities.

Jeannette is the leader of the
bereavement as care ministry of
Sacred Heart, a church cantor,

and has taught baptism classes
for 25 years. She is and has
been a longtime tutor for Project
Understanding and served on its
board of directors. Jeannette has
chaired the Women of Faith
award organization, takes a
leadership role in the Relay for
Life and assists the in annual
Bob Benedeto walk/run which
raises money for the needs of
the mentally ill and provides
scholarships for local social
work students.

Dennis and Jeannette are a
team and serve together in the
name of Jesus to better the com-
munity and the world. Their
spirit and activities are truly
reflective of the meaning of
Shalom.

We are happy to recognize
Dennis and Jeannette with the
2006 Dan Stevens Shalom
Award. u
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Dennis and Jeannette Longwill are recognized with
the 2006 Dan S tevens Shalom Award.



Little Deeds of
Kindness Add Up
at Reception Ctr.
By Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Perhaps at the last Day, all
that will remain worth record-
ing of a life full of activity and
zeal, will be those little deeds
that were done solely beneath
the eye of God.        Anonymous

And so it is at the Reception
Center: many, many little

deeds done by our volunteers
each day, all adding up and
affecting well over 9,000 low-
income residents in the city of
Ventura during the year. 

Each day, volunteers and
donors arrive, giving of their
time, dropping off supplies,
water, diapers, canned goods,
toiletries, some making needed
repairs, and even remodeling
our tiny waiting room. Many of
our volunteers have served
faithfully over the years partici-
pating one to two days a week
for two to three hours. A total of
3,265 families have found hope
at Project Understanding this
year and 284 of these are new 
to Project Understanding and
represent an ever increasing
number of younger families and
single mothers who have joined
the ranks of the unemployed,

the disabled and homeless 
people in our community. 

Our volunteers at the
Reception Center (called case
assistants) are skilled supportive
listeners with a knowledge of
resources in the area. They are
responsible for the initial intake
that takes place with our clients
in order to ascertain their 
specific resource needs. We
continue to be open Monday
through Friday but this year we
have added Saturday to the days
available for distribution of
food.

Once again we prevailed on
our volunteer base.  As they say,
if you build it they will come
and with an outstanding team
spirit between staff, volunteers
and clients we are now seeing
up to ten families on a Saturday
morning. Many of these clients
work and are therefore grateful
that they are able to come dur-
ing the weekend.

Over the past year the
Reception Center has referred
people for new eyeglasses, dis-
tributed 50 birthday bags,
received and welcomed over
l,000 homeless people waiting
to see our public health nurse
practitioner, and developed a
program in partnership with
adult education to provide
incentive gifts to those who
have attended six consecutive
English as a Second Language
classes. 

As we reflect on the year
past, we are thankful for all the
small deeds provided by our
volunteers who come together
in support of our mission to
minister to the emotional and
spiritual needs and concerns of
our clients. Once again this
year, we prevailed on our volun-
teers to help us. And there you
were. Thank you. u

SARAH Gives
Each Person Hope
By Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

The SARAH (Simply
Arranging Real Assistance

Here) Center opens its doors
Monday through Friday at 8
a.m. Clients are coming in to
take a fast shower or make a
phone call. Some are just 
meeting friends. One of our
clients has been working for a
company here in town for over
eight months and is about to get
his own place, and you can see
it in his face how happy he is to
be moving on.

Sorry to say not all the sto-
ries have such a positive ending.
One couple that worked so hard
to get into a place of their own
last year is again on the street
because he lost his job. They
needed both her job and his to
cover the rent. With the loss of
his job and not finding another
right away things went down-
hill. Now he is working part
time and still hoping to find
something better.

During the past 12 months
SARAH Center has provided
8,712 showers and 1,362 loads
of laundry. We have provided
mail service for 578 people;
1,397 people have used the
phone for local calls.

We try to give each person
some kind of hope in their lives
and somehow keep going with
the Lord in their lives. I have
help with this goal from volun-
teers like Nita Perkins. From the
moment Nita started in Febru-
ary, the clients loved her for her
caring ways. I thank God for
Nita each day she is with us.
Won’t you join her? Volunteers
are always welcome in the
SARAH Center. u
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Case assist ant Barbara  interviews a client
in the Reception Center .
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Rental Assistance
Expanded to Sta.
Clara River Valley
By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

In March of 2006 Project
Understanding added the

cities of Port Hueneme, Santa
Paula, Fillmore, and Piru to the
areas where we provide eviction
prevention assistance. We have
received additional funding to
assist in these areas, as well as
the city of Ventura.

We are in the Santa Paula
First United Methodist Church
every Wednesday to service the
Santa Clara River Valley area.
This is a great need for assis-
tance in this area, and we are so
glad to be of help.

In the past fiscal year
between the city of Ventura and
the Santa Clara River Valley we
have assisted 48 families. The
rents have increased over this
past year, and with this extra
money we have been able to
increase the amount of rental
assistance we can give.

Many more than 48 families
came in to request rental assis-
tance from Project Understand-
ing. We try our best to help as
many as we can.

It is never easy to decide
who will and who will not
receive the rental assistance,
due to our limited resources.
Each client goes through an
interview process and an appli-
cation process. They talk with
the housing case manager and
do a budget process, look at
other programs that they may
possibly use here to help them
continue to be successful. They
may use the Pantry to supple-
ment their food bill, get a few
toiletries and sometimes we

refer them out to other agencies
for other services such as utility
assistance. All of these options
as well as rental assistance can
help these families be success-
ful to stay in their homes.

Here is an example of the
type of families from the Santa
Clara River Valley area we are
now able to serve. She was a
single mother living in a motel
and paying $1,400 a month. She
worked for a grocery store as a
checker. She could not get
together enough money for the
rent and deposit to get out of
the motel. She found an apart-
ment that she could afford, but
they wanted a deposit that was
double the rent. She came to
Project Understanding to
request rental assistance. She
had put together the deposit. We
were able to pay all of her rent
so she and her family could get
out of the motel and into a 
permanent home.

We receive funding from
both government and private
sources and this funding allows
us to help many families in our
community to stay in their
homes or to find new homes for
their families. The support of
our generous donors makes all
of this possible. u

A client dries his clothes in the dryer in the SARAH
Center at Project Underst anding.

gram, each family sets goals for
themselves. These goals include
budgeting, parenting classes,
paying rent on time and saving
money. They also include
longer goals as to how the fami-
ly will attain self-sufficiency.
They meet with the case man-
ager at least once a week to
help them achieve goals. 

This is an example of one
of our graduates.

Mary was living in a motel
with her daughter. They had
been homeless off and on for
some nine years. She had no
family support and very little
support from any friends. She
was very thankful for the
opportunity she was being
given. Shortly after moving in
we began to talk about her
goals for her future and what
she wanted to accomplish while
she was here. She was in school
part-time working on her early
childhood teacher’s permit and
working. Mary really wanted to
go to school full-time so that
she could finish by the end of
her stay at Transition House. 

She worked very hard. She
was not able to finish all of her
school before her time was up,
but she is in school right now
and will finish this December.
She and her daughter have
moved into a nice apartment in

See Transition, Page 7

Transition House
Encourages Self-
Sufficiency
By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Transition House is a com-
plex with five two-bedroom

apartments where homeless
families can stay from six
months to two years depending
on the family’s needs.

While they are in the pro-
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“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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God
We are people of faith who believe in the God

revealed in the Scriptures. In all that we do, we
are endeavoring to respond to God in our lives. 
(Genesis 1:1) (John 1:1-5).

Loving Neighbor
All those whom we meet are our neighbors

and we are commanded by God to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. (Leviticus 19:18) 
(Mark 12:28-31).

Justice
In Biblical terms, justice means protecting the

weak from exploitation and the poor from oppres-
sion. Project Understanding seeks to speak God’s
word of justice on behalf of those who have no
voice. (Psalm 72:12-14) (Jeremiah 22:3-4) 
(Amos 5:24) (Luke 1:50-53) (Matthew 25:38-40).

Compassion
The needs of others stir in us — not pity —

but the awareness of the blessings we possess.
Compassion grows not from condescension, but
from empathy — a feeling of being at one with
the needs of others. (Isaiah 54:10) (Matthew 9:36)
(Luke 10:29-37) (James 5:11).

Mercy
God treats us with mercy, so we must act 

mercifully towards others. (Psalm 51:1) 
(Psalm 26:6) (Matthew 5:7) (Romans 9:16)
(1Peter 2: 9-10) (John 8:1-11).

Dignity
A person’s dignity is a gift of God bestowed 

at birth — not a measure of one’s wealth or
importance in society. Project Understanding will
treat all people with dignity and respect. 
(Genesis 1:26) (James 2:1-7).

Generosity 
(Of time and resources)

All are givers and all are receivers, but we 
are measured more by what we give than by what
we receive. Project Understanding encourages
generosity of time and resources from all who
enter our doors. (Exodus 35:5) 
(Deuteronomy 15:8-11) (Acts 20:35) 
(2 Corinthians 9:11-12).

Service
We believe that God tells us to serve rather

than to be served. Service is our response to the
love God has already shown to us. 
(Matthew. 20:26-28).

Breaking Down Barriers
All barriers of wealth, status, ethnicity or

social standing are artificially imposed and divide
us from one another. Our goal is to build bridges
not walls. (Psalm 133:1-3) (Ephesians 2:14-16).

Project Understanding Statement of Principles
Mission Statement

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established on the principles and ideals of
Judaism and Christianity whose mission is twofold: To do justice by serving the poor, hungry and

oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to serve others.  

Statement of Principles

I n the Spirit of Shalom — the Biblical concept of wholeness — Project Understanding seeks to bring
wholeness and reconciliation to a broken world. Shalom means peace, but it also means justice, 

reconciliation with our neighbors, prosperity for the society (not just for some individuals), healthy minds,
bodies and spirits, and oneness with God and God’s creation. It is in this spirit that Project Understanding
affirms the following principles:



6

Pantry Serves
9,000 — Will You
Step Up to Help? 
By Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Ask yourself these questions.
What kind of person am I?

Am I a doer or a talker? Are
you the person who will read or
hear about something and say
“I’ll do this” or “I’ll do that to
help,” but that’s as far as it
goes? Or, are you the person
who will still be reading this
article while making the call to
me to say “Where do I sign
up?” 

Project Understanding’s
Food Pantry is always in need

of people who
love to be “doers”
and we warmly
welcome those
who want to be.  

The Pantry
services nearly
9,000 people a
year. The number
is made possible
by volunteers.
Now ask yourself
this question: “Am
I the right person
to volunteer?”

Well, if you
have a warm and
caring heart, love

to help others, and can be avail-
able two hours once a month (or
more), then yes, you are the
perfect person to be a volunteer.  

The Pantry is open Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday from 10
a.m. to 12 noon (or until the last
person in line has been helped).
Saturdays are prescheduled. On
average I have around 30 volun-
teers. They will work one day
every month, Some may work
more. That’s two volunteers per

Pantry day. On average the
Pantry can serve anywhere from
10 to 30 families (or more) per
Pantry day. That’s a total of 600
to 800 total a month who’ll be
helped. That’s a lot of work but
very satisfying to the soul. 

Now imagine the number of
families/people per month going
up and the number of volunteers
going down. Not a good picture,
huh? Well, unfortunately, even
though we are helping approxi-
mately nearly the same numbers
this fiscal year as we did last
fiscal year, the number of vol-
unteers is going down due to
retirement, relocation and
health. You’re welcome to bring
a friend, family member or sig-
nificant other, or maybe even
meet a new friend, to volunteer
at the Pantry.  

Now, please ask yourself
the first question again. “Am I a
doer or a talker?” Are you
someone who hates to see the
number of those in need go up
while the number of those who
can help goes down? The more
backwards it gets, the harder it
is to help those who really need
it. If you or anyone you know is
willing to take the challenge to
help put a smile on a face, fill a
hungry tummy, or help turn the
tables on the falling number of
volunteers, call me at 805-652-
1326 ext. 833. I’m waiting for
your call. 

A personal note — Jerry
Fletcher has retired from being
the Pantry’s volunteer coordina-
tor. She has volunteered for four
years as the volunteer coordina-
tor as well as being a Pantry
volunteer. Jerry, we’ll miss your
monthly calls. Thank you for all
the time and hard work you
have done for the Project
Understanding Pantry. u

Teachers Af firm
That Tutoring
Makes Difference
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

Could spending one hour a
week working with a caring

adult on schoolwork make a dif-
ference in the life of a child?
Comments from our students’
teachers at the end of the last
school year speak for them-
selves.

“Amazing progress in
math!”

“She has done very 
well this year . . . she has really
come into her own and is 
performing at grade level.”

“She is writing! She is 
reading and is much more 
confident!”

“His classroom perfor-
mance has greatly improved. He
has confidence in his reading
and math skills. He enjoys
going to tutoring, and it has
been a great benefit for him.”

“He has made leaps and
bounds in reading.”

What can we say except
“thank you” to everyone who
has helped to make this happen?

Project Understanding
offers free one-on-one tutoring
to low-income children who are
struggling with their school-
work. Students are matched
with volunteer tutors, and they
work together for one hour each
week on homework and basic
skills. This hour of attention
from an older person pays off in
improved academic work, and
also in increased self-confi-
dence and self-esteem. Some of
these gains can be measured on
tests and some are intangible,

See Tutoring, Page 7

An appreciative couple
leaves the Pantry with one
their bags of food.



but they work together to give
children a better start in life,
and to give them a helping hand
as they progress through school.

There are five Project
Understanding Tutoring Centers
at the Avenue, Lincoln School,
Eastminster Presbyterian
Church and the Saticoy Library
in Ventura; and at St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church in
Oxnard.

Our targeted students come
from families who do not have
the resources to help their chil-
dren with their studies. During
the last academic year, with the
help of 200 dedicated volunteer
tutors, we served over 250 
students, and provided 6,902
hours of free instruction.
Because of the very large num-
ber of students, Eastminster
augmented their traditional one-
to-one tutoring with several
small groups. Each of these
groups was led by a retired
teacher, and served four or five
children of the same grade
level. This approach has proved
extremely successful, and has
been expanded this year. We
would like to use this concept in
some of our other sites; all we
need are some retired teachers
to help us.

Summer programs were
held at two of the centers. In
June, twenty Avenue students
explored the arts, assisted by
several of our tutors and volun-
teers from the National Charity
League. All enjoyed a field trip
to the Carnegie Art Museum in
Oxnard. Later in July, nine
Avenue students joined Kathy
Back and her volunteers to
improve their reading while
learning about some interesting

parts of the world. At East-
minster 36 children, half of
them primary age and the rest
upper elementary, polished up
their reading, writing and math.
Eastminster’s supervisor Betty
Whitney said, “This was the
best summer program we ever
had.”

None of this can happen
without lots of tutors. When
school opened this fall, we were
deluged with students! Volun-
teers are urgently needed to help
these children. If you enjoy
being with children and can find
an hour a week to tutor, we
need you. Please call Marcia at
652-1326 to find out how you
can make a difference in a
child’s life. u
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Tutoring
Continued From Page 6

Income Statement
Fiscal Year 2005-2006

Income
United Way $ 16,883
Donations 235,562
Special Events 31,147
Interest and Dividends 2,635
Government Grants 85,385
Other Grants 58,719
Transition House Revenue    14,198
Total $446,954

Expenses
Salaries $234,775
Payroll Taxes & Benefits 30,052
Professional Fees 8,315
Office Supplies 2,666
Telephone 3,471
Postage and Shipping 1,895
Occupancy Costs 22,148
Insurance 10,840
Equipment 9,948
Printing and Copying 6,021
Agency Vehicle and Travel Expenses 3,309
Fundraising Expenses 21,206
Direct Assistance to Individuals 44,943
Miscellaneous Expenses 1,294
Interest    15,936
Total $416,819

Note: These income and expense totals
reflect cash income and disbursements only. 
In-kind donations of food provided well over
50,000 meals, and volunteers donated many
thousand hours. 

the Oxnard area. She has been
accepted into Channel Island
State University starting in
January 2007, and will be 
working toward her teacher’s
credential. She says that she
could have never done this
without the help she received
while in Transition House.
Transition House was the
longest place she and her
daughter had ever lived since
her daughter was four years old. 

This is just one success
story. Approximately 80% of
the families who have entered
Transition House have moved
into permanent housing and
self-sufficiency when they left
the program. This is an exciting
record of success.

We are currently working to
put together the Mentor Pro-
gram for the residents. This 
program will give the families
further support to their success.

Transition
Continued From Page 3

Andrea Solee is the coordinator
and will meet with the churches
to find volunteers to be matched
up with each family. The com-
mitment for the church will be
six months or longer if they
wish. Many homeless families
have lost their support group
due to their homelessness. This
will greatly enhance the
Transition House’s success for
these families. If you think your
church would be interested in
being a part of this wonderful
endeavor please contact Andrea
by calling 652-1326. u
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From Months to
Decades of
Faithful Service
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Last month we honored Ellen
Pearson for her 200 months

of dedicated service in the
preparation of this newsletter. It
was, in my opinion, a tribute
that was well deserved and long
overdue.

But Ellen is not, by any
means the longest serving vol-
unteer at Project Understanding.
There are many whose service
approachs or exceeds two
decades. Judy Vielbig has been
tutoring for at least 20 years.
Her husband Les has been
doing repair and maintenance
tasks for just as long. Judy
Alexandre has served on the
board of directors for a dozen
out of the last 13 years (with
one year off only because it was
required by our bylaws.)

Nor is this list intended to
be exhaustive. The list of volun-
teers who have been volunteers

for more than a decade is long.
Fifteen years is not unusual. 

On the other hand, there are
volunteers who began last
month, or even last week. A
young woman in high school
emailed me this month asking if
she could tutor. Her older broth-
er tutored a couple of years ago
and had such a great experience
that she wanted to try it as well.

Throughout this edition of
the Project Understanding News
you can find many examples of
volunteers making a real differ-
ence in the lives of real people.
Volunteers in SARAH who 
dispense towels, toiletries and
hope to homeless people. Tutors
who are changing lives of 
struggling students. Pantry 
volunteers who are giving away
food and encouragement.

As people of faith and hope
and love our volunteers are
making a difference in the lives
of thousands of people and
making a difference in their
own lives as well.

We recognize and applaud
our dedicated corps of volun-
teers. We invite you to join
them. u

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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Thank you to the following
people and groups who con-
tributed cash to our program
in the month of September:

Individuals
Evelyn Adams
John & Arlene Alexakis
Judy Alexandre
John & Cindy Alford
Neal Andrews
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Russell & Elvera Baccus
Denise Baylor
Eric & Constina Baylor
John & Sallie Baylor
Steve Bennett
Elizabeth Blanchard
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
John Broms, M.D.
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Shirley Cannon
Sarah Ruth Carpenter
Thomas & Joan Carr
James & Susan Cheek
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Celia Daniel
Robert & Mary Davis
Peter & Diane Dowler
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
James & Frances Egan
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Frederick & Lynda Evans
Velma Everton
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning

Betty Fiorentine
Robert & Sharon Fleur
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Marti Ford
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Regina Gatson
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Candy & Paul Gooding
Clyde & Mabel Gorden
Carol Greeby
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Kay Hannah
Ronald Harrington
Wilma Hays
Jane Helm
F. W. & Carol Hertel
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Carroll Hudson
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Robert & Kathryn Huff
Ann Huston
JoAnn Jackley
Madison Jaffe
Geneieve Jason
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Dolores Keith
David & Ruth Kille
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Ada Kudron
Clarice Kulper
Edward & Susan Lacey
Byron & Irene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Gloria Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Laura Longwill
Frances Lowe
Robert & Marina Lunche
Don & Lucy Lyman
Sylvia Mack
Jacqueline Manley
John & Frances Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Tom & Florence McInally

Catherine McLaughlin
Leo Meyer
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola
Scot Nali
Jean Nussman
Douglas & Diane Off
Susan Olson
Chang & Eun Soon Park
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
John & Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie
David & Reva Redmond
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Michael & Carolyn Russell
James Rutherford
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
David & Joyce Schoonmaker
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Becky Sexauer
Martha & David Sexton
Marjorie Steinhouse
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Linda & Stephen Terry
Robert & Kathie Tobias
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Robert & Virginia Unruhe
Nancy & Cassandra Vaniotis
Michael Velthoen
Les & Judy Vielbig
Ruberda Vigen
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
Gordon & June Welsh
R. E. & Lynda Whitney
Troy & Patsy Whitteker
Alton & Germaine Williams

In honor of:
50th wedding anniversary 
of Charlie & Jerry Fletcher

Given by:
Les & Judy Vielbig

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding



In memory of:
Fannie Hutchison

Given by:
Harold & Marianne 
Hutchison

In honor of:
Joanne Wakelee, Happy 
Birthday

Given by:
Nadine & Jerry Tucker

In honor of:
Linda & Howard 
Bolinger’s Birthdays

Given by:
Les & Judy Vielbig

In memory of:
Lucy Thomas

Given by:
Merrial Franzel

In honor of:
Mark & Dawn Golden’s 
25th Wedding Anniversary

Given by:
Douglas & Patricia 
Lochner

In memory of:
Our Son, Michael Collins

Given by:
Matthew & Lillian Collins

In memory of:
Stephen Greer

Given by:
Jacqueline Manley
Edna West

Churches & Organizations
Cars 4 Causes
Church of Religious Science
County of Ventura
County Schools Federal 

Credit Union
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church

First Assembly of God of 
Ventura

First Baptist Church of Ventura
Gallardo & Associates
Gordon Ross Medical 

Foundation
Horizon Foursquare Church
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Olivet Baptist Church
Outdoor Gospel Church
Pythian Sisters
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

of Ventura
Tolman & Wiker Insurance
Unitarian Universalist Church
United Way
Ventura County Criminal 

Defense Bar

Thank you to the following
people and groups who con-
tributed food and other items
to our program in the month
of September:

Individuals
Judy Alexandre
John & Linda Borneman
Norbert Dally
Les Goldberg
Ruth Hampton
Aileen Hisley
Carol Johnson
Connie Lewis
Art & Jean Marshall
Betty Morter
Jean Nussman
Randy Ringen
George & Eleanor Tillquist
Leonard & Marsha Weber

Churches & Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Church of the Foothills
Commission on Human 

Concerns
Community of Christ Church
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church

First Christian Church
First United Methodist 

Church of Ventura
Friends of the Library
FOOD Share
Grace Lutheran Church
National Charity League
Olivet Baptist Church
Peet’s Coffee House
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
Soroptimist International of 

Ventura
Starbucks
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church
Unitarian Universalist 

Church
Ventura Missionary Church 
Vons, Harbor Blvd.
Vons, Telegraph Rd.
Vons, Thompson Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

$Mile Event Sponsors
Event Sponsor

Four-Minute Miler
Les and Judy Vielbig

Half-Miler
Jay Johnson
Ventura County Criminal 

Defense Bar
Mark and Janet Goldenson
Unitarian Universalist Church 

of Ventura
Olivet Baptist Church

Quarter-Miler
The Laimore Family
Marilynn Batelaan
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church
Ventura County Church of 

Religious Science


