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Benefit Perform-
ance at Rubicon
on Father's Day

n June 19 performance
made possible by sponsor -
ship of Grossman Imaging.

Poject Understanding is very
pleased to announce a

UNDERSTANDING

EWS

special Fathes Day treat for
our supporters. In cooperation
with the RubicorTheatre in
Ventura, we are able tofef a
benefit performance of the play
Tuesdays with Maie, on
Sunday evening, June 19.

All of the costs of this
benefit performance are being
underwritten by the generous

support of

i

i

THEATRE COMPANY

THE L1G10N" FRETIIFIGMAL THRATRE © O FANY
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in association wich

Bahara and Larne Meister

present

The play based on
the beloved bestseller

Over 5 million copies sold!

An Emmy Award-winning television movie

vroduced by Oprah Winfrey .
produced by Op e uri‘l_/-.:
Wiinen by Jeffrev Hatcher aw Mitch Albom A
Diirecterd by [enumy Sullivan :

Srarring

Harold Gould  Jeseph Fuqua
June 16—July 17, 2005

AKIAl i
c'm"*u-:lleuu;nl':lml ,’T

Grossman
Imaging.This
means that every
.\ dollar of every
ticket sold will
directly benefit
the programs of
Project
Understanding

This perfor
mance begins at
7 p.m. (leaving
O you plenty of

1 17/ | time to take Dad
to brunch) and
will be followed
by a reception at
the theatre
where you will
have an opportu
nity to meet the
actors from the
play.

The Rubicon
Theatre is an
intimate theatre
located at 1006
East Main 8eet
in Venturas
Downtown
Cultural District.
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Tickets for the performance are
$50 with speciaVIP tickets
available for $75VIP tickets
include seating in a special
reserved section, recognition in
the program and a unique gift
related to the play and cast.

The play is based on the
book by MitchAlbom. This
autobiographical story appeared
on The New &tk Times
Bestseller List for more than
four years with more than 5 mil
lion copies sold and an Emmy
Award-winning television movie
presented by Opralinfrey!
Tuesdays with Maie follows a
successful sports journalist who
is driven solely by his career
until he learns that a former eol
lege professor is battling Lou
Gehrigs diseaselhe student
and teacher are reunited, and
what begins as a quick visit
turns into a weekly pilgrimage
and an unfagettable and asten
ishing lesson on the meaning of
life. Award-winning actors
Harold Gould and Joseph Fuqua
return to the Rubicon stage
under the direction of Jenny
Sullivan.

Tickets for this performance
are only available through
Project Understandingf.ou may
order tickets by using the order
form on page 2 of this news-
letter or by calling Debbie Beers
at 652-1326.

Don’'t miss this excellent
Fatheis Day opportunityu



Sea-to-Some-of-It
Replaces Sea-to-
Summit This Year

he flooding of this past win

ter caused mud slides and
washed out a number of roads
in Ventura CountySome of
these roads are still not open.

One of these roads is a
stretch in Lockwood alley that
is an integral part of the tradi
tional Sea-to-Summit rout&he
Sea-to-Summit is a gruelling
bike ride that climbs some
8,000 feet in altitude over its
nearly 100-mile cours@he
stretch of unusable road has n
easy detoyrand therefore, the
organizers of the ride have hag
to make accommodations for
this years event.

This yeats ride is sched
uled for SaturdayMay 21. It
will begin at theTeen Challengg
location near Foster Park and
will follow the Ventura River on
SantaAna Road past Lake
Casitas to Highway 150. It will
then follow Highway 150 to
Burnham Road and take that
back to Santdna Road and
back to the starting point.

Since this route is consider
ably shorter than the traditiona
route, the ride @anizers have
chosen a new name for the
event for this year only — the
Sea-to-Some-of-It.

However it is still possible
to support the riders who are
riding for Project Understand
ing. As we go to press, we
know of two riders who will be
riding for sureThey are Norm
Hudson and John Goullefou
can support their &drts as well
as Project Understandirsgpre
grams with a gift in their name
to support their rideAnd next
year back to the topk

Volunteers Needec
for County
Schools Cedit
Union Festival of
Hobbies

As we have reported in pre

vious months, the County
Schools Federal Credit Union
Festival of Hobbies is schedulg
for SaturdayJuly 9, 2005, at
theAnacapa Middle School at
Mills and Telegraph roads in
Ventura.

This event will have some

thing for everyoneThere will

O be a silent auction with items
related to all kinds of hobbies.
There will be entertainment,
there will be activities for chil
dren and there will be vendor
displays and demonstrations b

hobby-related businessésd,

of course, there will be food.
Proceeds from this event will
benefit the Project Understand
ing Tutoring Program and Focus
on Food Pantry

We anticipate that this will
be a great day but it will take
lots of people-power to pull it
off. We need volunteers to per
form a myriad of tasks both on
the day of the event and during

Olthe weeks leading up to the

event.

Volunteers are needed to
help with the childrers activi
ties, with the various booths,
with the silent auction and with
computer data entry

If you want to help Project
Understanding and have a great
day at the same time, please
give Debbie Beers a call at
652-1326, extension 26, and

yjoin the Festival of Hobbies

team.u

Name:

Tuesdays With Morrie

Benefit Performance
June 19, 2005

Ticket orders received after June 10, 2005
will be available for pick-up at the door.

r Please send me _ticket(s) for the
Benefit Performance ($50 per ticket).
Please send me VIRicket(s) for the
BenefiPerformance ($75 per ticket).

Check enclosed for $

Address:

Phone:

-

(Please make checks payable to Project Undere‘rtandin



Local Churches
Help With Rental
Assistance, Evie
tion Prevention

By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

ith housing prices being

what they are iVentura
County it is not surprising that
many people find themselves i
danger of losing their housing.
We have a modest amount of
funding from several federal
programs that allow us to help
people remain in their housing
but there are limits on how this
money can be spent and on hg
much we can assist one family,
Many times | sit down with the
client and they may have a big
ger need for rental assistance
than my monies will allowThis
is where | have the opportunity
to work with congregations
or other oganizations for
assistance.

The Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul has many timg
been able to combine their
resources with my resources t(
help a family move into a new
home or keep the home where
they are currently living. Here i
an exampleA family of six was
going to be displaced due to
some needed repairs by the
landlord.They had no money
saved to make the move, and
they waited to get their deposit
back they would have had to
stay in a motel until they
received the moneyhey came
to Project Understanding for th
help.They began looking for a
new place and | began to mak
my phone calls because | kney
| would not be able to help with
the entire amount needed.

| called the Society of Sain

Vincent de Paul to see if they
could help. Fortunatelyheir
response was, ‘&6, we can.”
By combining the resources
from the SocietyProject
Understanding and the family
they had suicient money to
look for a new homeThey
were successful in finding a
home where they still live near
ly two years later
Project Understanding part
ners with a number of congre
N gations to provide services ang
assistance that we cannofesf
For example, Community
Presbyterian andentura
Missionary Church are some
times able to help with utility
assistance, food (on days whe
Wve are not open), paying for

bills and the list goes on and o
Eastminster Presbyterian
provides special funding to
Project Understanding each
month to help individuals who
do not meet the criteria for
rental assistance set by our go
ernment grantslhis allows me
to be able to help many singles
*Scouples without children and
disabled individuals. Sometime
» these people are overlooked,
like the wonderful senior citizef
woman who received her hous
Sing voucher from the Housing
Authority. She found a very
nice little house but needed a
little extra help with some relat
ed move-in costsThe restrie
ftions on our grant money for
rental assistance did not allow
us to help with these costs, so
we turned to the Eastminster
fund. Because of this generous
€ gift from Eastminster she was
able to secure her housing ang
" has maintained herself in her
" home for the last 16 months.
! The congregations | have
mentioned are just examples g

medication, car payments, watg

the many with whom we part
ner. | want to thank all the cen
gregations that have been ther
for these clients when they felt
they had no where to turdou
have made it possible for me t
help many more people.

Thank you for giving your
best to people in need in our
community u

Soroptimists
Honor Lincoln
SchoolTutor

By MarciaWakelee

A Tutoring Coordinator

Virginia Shields, a tutor at
2 our Lincoln tutoring site,
Nhas been honored by the

Ventura Soroptimist Club for

her service to the community

She has received
theViolet
RichardsorAward
Vthat recognizes
young women wh
> volunteer to make
the community a
Spetter place.
Virginia empha
' sizes her enjoy
ment of tutoring,
and says that it he .
made her feel mor :
comfortable about

going into teachin
herself.

A student at
Foothill
Technology High School,
Virginia is also a talented balle
rina, and she took part in a prg
gram that th&/entura Ballet
Studio presented at Lincoln
School this spring.

Thank you Virginia, for
sharing your many talents with

f our studentsu

Virginia Shields received
Violet Richardson Award
from the Soroptimist s.
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Board of Directors
VW
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
President
Howard Bolinger, Vice-President
Ann Tobin, Secretary
Judy Alexandre, Past President
Carol Burhoe
Karen Campbell
Mary Carr
Eloisa de la Rosa
Rev. Don Dewey
James Farley
Tom Hallock
Larr y Matheney
Dennis Mitchell

Saff

W

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Debbie Beers
AdministrativeAssistant

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt

Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

ShelleyWilmeth

Receptionist

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
Poject Understanding is a faith based agency established on the pring
ples and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission is twofold:
to do justice by serving the podrungry and oppressed with compassion
and mercyand to provide avenues for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individual local churches and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortuidte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisSThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through
communications, advocacyetworking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsvientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homelesgeottura County

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide yeannd emegency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.

J




We WelcomeTwo
New Faces

Poject Understanding is
pleased to welcome two
new members to the staBoth
of these persons are filling pes
tions that became open when
ShelleyWilmeth became

the Project Understanding
receptionist.

The two new stdfmembers
are Lorenavarela, who is the
new tutoring site coordinator fg
the VenturaAvenueTutoring
Site, and Deborah Beers, who
will fill the dual role of clerical
support to the business manag
and administrative assistant to
the executive director

LorenaVarela

Lorena is a student at
Ventura
College
and has
volun-
teered at
Project
Under
standing
as a case
assistant in the Reception
Center

But volunteering was not
Lorenas first contact with the
programs of Project Under
standing. Lorena was once
tutored here at Project Under
standing — at the very site
where she is now on stafs the
site coordinator

Lorena describes the expe
ence like this:

The tutoring program has
been helping students for more

than two decades. | was one of

those students. | was having a
difficult time understanding
math in middle school. | do’
remember my tutdés name but |

do have a picture of us. She wa

like an older sister that | never
had. | realized that | wanted to
make a diference in some one
elses life. It's not easy being a
tutor. | want to grow and be
come a better person through
this experience .

So from student to staf
welcome Lorenal

Debbie Beers
Debbie is filling two part-

R,

time positions
here at Projec.t
"Understane
ing. She will
serve as the
clerical sup
€hort person
for the business manager and
the administrative assistant to
the executive director
Debbie is a member at the
FirstAssembly of God Church
in Ventura. Here is how Debbig
introduces herself:
| came toVentura from
Massachusetts with my wonde
ful husband Lewis of 24 years
and our three beautiful sons,
Joshua, Michael antindrew |
have lengthy experience as a
medical secretary at a major
hospital and have also provide
both administrative assistance
and personal assistance to
retired Pentagon worker Lt. Co
Neil Wriedt and his wife Bee.
Lewis and | have owned and
operated our own antique shog
and auction company for many
years.
i | like the scripture found in
! John 2:17 that reads “The worl
and its desires pass awayt
the man who does the will of
' God lives forevet
| first learned of Project
Understanding while helping tg
feed the hungry at Family to
Family. | believe in the Project
éJnderstanding mission state

ment and am very happy to be
on board!

Welcome to the sthf
Debbielu

A Model

Continued From Page 8

alone. ‘What we talked about
will have to remain a secret
between him and me. | spoke
him as a brother whom | have
pardoned and who has my cer
plete trust.1t was a startling
drama of fogiveness and recer
ciliation. On one level, it was
an intensely intimate conversa
tion between two men. But if
the Pope spoke in whispers, h
also meant to proclaim a mes
sage to the worldlhe Popes
deed spoke, not his words, an
it spoke with full authority

| truly admired and respect
ed that he understood the
importance of repentance
and fogiveness.

So his picture in
prayer and repentance
graces my dice. It is a
daily reminder that I, too,
have much to repent and
also much to fagive.

And that picture also
reminds me that | cannot
“do one without the other
If I say | repent, and do
not fogive, can | really
claim that my repentance
is sincereAnd if | say |
forgive and do not repent, am
not acting self-righteously as if
| am only sinned against and
not also a sinner?

So thank you, John Paul,
for living out the prayer of
Jesus that | also pray —
“Forgive us our sins as we for
give those who sin against us.

Rest in peace, my mentor
whom | never metu

-

o

Pope John Paul Il
meets with Mehemet
Ali Agca, his would-

be assassin.

d




Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and group s who
contributed cash to our
program during the month
of March:
Individuals

JudyAlexandre
Ruben &TerrieAndrade
Rebeccargo
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Lila Atkisson
Edward & Jill Banman
Marion Baranowski
Patricia Barrett
Loye Barton
Eric & Constina Baylor
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jefrey Brackett & Miriam

Arichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Brobgr
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
John & Deborah Bylo
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
Todd & Cheryl Collart
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Helen Dirkes
Allen W. & Susan Dirrim
Dan & Mary Doll
Peter & Diane Dowler
Charles & Martha Dugan
Henry & Jessie Duim
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Annette Duston
James & Frances Egan
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Fred & Martha Engle
Betty Lou Evans
Frederick & lynda Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning

William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler

Oliver Freeman

Robert & Barbara Garrison
Charles & Carol Gehring
Robert & Betty Gips
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Dorinda Goetting

James & Geraldine Goforth
Candy & Paul Gooding

Iris Gruwell

Christoph Haar

Ronald & Pickens Halt

Joy Hamlat

William & Catherine Hannah
Betty Harris

Robert & Eleanor Hays
Wilma Hays

F. W. & Carol Hertel

Harriet Hillam

William & Pauline Hinds
Sharlyne Holloway

Charles &Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne

Eugenie Howard

Norman &Ann Hudson
JoAnn Jackley

Daniel & Sungmie Jahng
Jay & Mindy Johnson
David & Ruth Kille

Eunice Koch

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Janice Kuzemko

Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Byron & Rene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Geoge Loff'swold

Leticia Longoria

Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Frances Lowe

Robert & Marina Lunche
Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman

Nancy MacConell

Donald & Barbara MacDonald
Seven &Terah Mace
Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall
Mark Matye

Frank & Charaline Maxim
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Luceille Merkel

Leo Meyer

David & Ruth Miller

Julia Millsap

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola

Gail Narkevic

Douglas & Diane Cf
Susan Olson

Chang & Eun Soon Park
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Alan & Kristine Plasch
John &Anna Powell
Sandra Rappe

David & Thayer Reese
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Michael & Carolyn Russell
James Rutherford

Violet Ryder

Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Maria Sepulveda

Becky Sexauer

William & Sharon Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin

Brook & Sue &urtevant
Barbara Susman

Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
BruceThompson

Charles & DorothyTubbs
Les & JudyVielbig
Ruberdavigen
BlancheViles

Earl & MarciaWakelee
Daniel & Joanné&Vakelee



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Mary JanéNallace

Dale & MaryWatson
Troy & PatsyWhitteker
Doris Williams

Robert & Hopewilliamson
Donnet & Phylliswilt
Jack & Rochellaniltfang

In memory of:
Babette Amirkhan
Given by:
Edward & RoxyAntriasian
Ursula Brecknell
Clare Bronsen
William & Judith Irwin
Virginia Shahnaian
Earl & MarciaWakelee

In honor of;
EleanorTilquist
Given by:
Jean Nussman

In honor of:
Ellen Pearson

Given by:
Bryan & Carrie Fisch
Les & JudyVielbig

In memory of:
Mary Farley

Given by:
David & Betty Baarstad
Betty Harris
Wanda Laurence
Nancy MacConell
Paul & Marty Maloney
John & Frances Marshall
Stephen & Shirley Simms
CheriWolfe

In memory of:

Our son, Michael Collins
Given by:

Matthew & Lillian Collins

In honor of;
Renee Hall

Given by:
Kay Hoyt

In honor of:
Tom & Cynthia Hashbger's
birthdays

Given by:
Les & JudyVielbig

Churches & Organizations

Albertsons

Cars 4 Causes

County ofVentura

FirstAssembly of God of
Ventura

Horizon Foursquare Church

KoreanWomens Association

Las Unidas

Live Oak Christian Fellowship

Pythian Sisters

S. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

Trinity Lutheran Church

Westminster Presbyterian
Church

Thank you to the following

people and group s who

contributed food and other

items to our program dur -

ing the month of March:
Individuals

Les Goldbey

Newell & Dorothy Gragg

Barbara Handley

William & Pauline Hinds

Don & Lucy Lyman

Betty Morter

Meredith Moyers

Jean Nussman

Dan & Susan Pinkerton

Diane Jan&horeau

Leonard & MarshaVeber

Churches & Organizations

Alliance for the Mentally Il

Anacapa Bread Company

College United Methodist
Church

Commission on Human
Concerns/¥ntura

Community of Christ Church

First Baptist Church ofentura

First Christian Church

First United Methodist Church
of Ventura

Friends of the Library

Grace Lutheran Church

Mission Uniform & Linen
Service

National Charity League

Petes Cofee House

San Buenaventund/omens
Club

Starbucks

Trader Joes

Unitarian Universalist Church

Ventura Missionary Church

Von’'s GroceryHarbor Blvd.

Von’'s GroceryTelegraph Rd.

Von’s GroceryThompson.
Blvd.

Young Ladies Institute

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

DonateYour Car

The Charity That
Gives to Charities

Donate your carruck,
boat or I/ to benefit
Project Understanding

1-800-766-2273




Rheto-Rick

A Model for Us
of Repentance andg
Forgiveness

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

am not Catholic. Nor am |

Jewish. So some people hay
been surprised to see in my
office a framed picture of Pope|
John Paul Il

praying at
the Western
Wall in
Jerusalem.
During
his visit
John Paul Il
observed the
custom of

Pope John Paul

Western W all in Jerusalem.

short prayer
into a nook in the wall.

What follows is the text of
that prayerwhich has been
preserved at¥adVashem, the
Holocaust Martyrsand Heroes’
Remembranc@uthority in
Jerusalem:

God of our fathers,
you chosé\braham and
his descendants to bring
Your name to the nations:
We are deeply saddened by the
behavior of those who in the
course of histor have caused
these childen of Yurs to suffer
and, asking aur forgiveness,
we wish to commit ourselves tg
genuine bothethood with the
aoeople of the Covenant.
Jerusalem, 26 Marh 2000.
Joannnes Paulus |

John Paul did not issue this
prayer in Rome, but in Jerusa
lem.And not in a cathedral but
at theWesternwall — the holk
est site for Jews.

Nor were repentance and
forgiveness acts that Pope Joh
Paul took lightly In May 1981,
John Paul spent more than 20
minutes alone with Mehemet
Ali Agca, the man who had
tried to take the Popelife.

At the time of the visit,
Time magazine wrote, “For 21
minutes, the Pope sat with his
would-be assassiithe two
talked softly Once or twice
Agca laughed. . . . John Paul’
words were intended faxgca

>

SeeA Model, Page 5
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