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A Heartfelt Thank
You From Michael

Editor's Note: In the
SARAH Center at Bject
Understanding theris a com
puter on a table for the use for
those who come in for saces.

Sometimes it is used to plal
solitaire. Sometimes it is used
draft resumesAnd sometimes it
is used to write letters to friend
and loved ones.

One day ecently it was
used to write this letter to us.

ear Project Understanding

Four years ago | would
never have thought | would
need the services youfef. To
date | have no funds from
Workers’Compensation or
Social Security Disabilityl am
totally disabled and unable to
work. | have used your bathing
facility, your laundry service
and, most critical and helpful,
your mail service for my medi
cine. Having been in a quasi-
homeless situation, living in so
many diferent locations, the
latter service is a Godsend.

And, your food has fed me
more than oncelhank God
there are greatmerican public
servants and volunteers, at
Project Understanding, who
make possible all the things thg
make existence bearable to
those in needrou conduct reli
able and empowering services

UNDERSTANDING

EWS

This community benefits a
great deal because of Project
Understanding.
| want to thank you on
behalf of so many people who
are given dignity and hope by
your uncompromising &rts on
our behalf. Even those who, at
times may treat you in unkind
Yways, due to their burnout, you
Gstill maintain a positive attitude
Character is what you do
Swhen no one is looking, and |
always catch someone at Proje
Understanding doing random
acts of kindnessrou give us a
chance to help ourselves and
you try to maintain empower
ment rather than dependency -
that is what many public
agencies lack. | am so grateful
| had a chance at this compute
to say thank you.
Fraternally yours,
Michaelu

A Five Percent
Solution to Keep
the Door Open

t is Project Understandirgy’

mission to be here for peoplé
like Michael (whose letter of
appreciation appears on this
page) and for the many familie
htwho come to us because they
are facing imminent eviction
from their home or for the chil
dren who are struggling in
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school and need a little help. It
is a mission that we have been
attempting to fulfill for more
than a quarter of a century

Often the need is greater
than we can meet, but we con
tinue to try

This has been a particularly
difficult year While we read in
the paper that overall prices are
not increasing too rapidlyhe
cost of things that low-income
people must pay for rent for

dtheir family and gas to get to
work have increased alarmingly

As we approach the end of
our fiscal year in June, we find
that our expenses are exceeding

—our income by about five per
cent. Five percent may not seem
like very much but it amounts to

rnearly $25,000 that we are seek
ing to cover during the next two
months.

Project Understanding exists
because of the generosity of our
donors. More than half of all
our funding comes from dona
tions.We are asking and hoping
that our faithful supporters will
be able he help us find the Five
Percent Solution.

Please consider making a
special gift to help us close the
gap at the end of the fiscal year
Help us keep the door open for
Michael and others like him.

[72)




-

f%wf :

Save July 17th —
for Our Festival
of Hobhbies

M ost people have some
activity that they enjoy
doing in their leisure time. It
might be woodworking or gar
dening or reading or exercise.
The list is practically
endless.

This summer
Project Understanding
is celebrating all of
these pastimes by
putting on a “Festival
of Hobbies."The
event is scheduled for
SaturdayJuly 17, at
Anacapa Middle School in
Ventura.

There are many ways for
people to participatd.he event
will have a silent auction,
demonstration booths and will
include some vendor
salesWe plan to have
about 200-300 people
in attendance.

We offer many ways
to participate!

There are a
number of ways for
businesses, individual
and hobbyists to
participate. See the
adjacent box for ideas
We hope you will find
at least one to fit your
time and budget needs!

If you have any questions (
want more information about
any of the participation options
please contact Kendra Folsom
by phone at 652-1326, ext. 30
or by e-mail at kfolsom@
projectunderstanding.gr

Plan now to be a part of th
exciting dayu
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Many Ways to Paticipate in
the Festival of Hobbies

DONATE AN ITEM or gift certificate from your hobby-
related business for the silent auction.

PROVIDE A DEMONSTRATION of your goods or
services for one of our booths.

BE A VENDOR providing demonstration and direct sales
to attendeesvendors will be asked to make a minimum
donation of $50, which may be tax deductible. (Please
check with your tax advisQrvVendors will be provided

with a table/area for demonstration and sales.

PURCHASE AN AD in the event catalog or the Project
Understanding News.

Ads in the catalog may be purchased for:

Size Cost
Business card $25

Quarter page $60

Half page $100
Full page $175

Ads in the newsletter may be purchased for:

Size Cost
Business card $50

Quarter Page $120
Half Page $200
Full Page $350

BE A SPONSORwith all of its benefits. Sponsorships for
the event come at a number of levels:

Collector Sponsor. For a donation of $1,000 you receive:

1. The name of your ganization on flyers and posters.

2. Eight individual or four family tickets to the event.

3. The name of your ganization listed in Project Under
standings newsletter for three months.

4. If you are a vendor at the event, there will be no cost for
your booth.

Crafter Sponsor For a donation of $500 you receive:

1. Six individual or three family tickets to the event.

2. The name of your ganization listed in Project Under
standings newsletter for three months.

3. If a you are a vendor at the event, the booth cost will the
$50.

Carvers Sponsor For a donation of $250, you receive:

1. Four individual or two family tickets to the event.

2. Your name listed in Project Understandsgewsletter
for two months.

3. If are a vendor at the event, the booth cost will be $75.




Anchor Printing
Supports Us in a
Big Way

By Rick Pearson, Executive
Director

he newsletter you are now

reading is a vital communi
cations link between us here a
Project Understanding and our|
thousands of volunteers, friend
and supporters. It allows us to
share with you the stories of o
successes, to invite you to be
part of these success stories, 3
to acknowledge those who
make these successes possibl

Its production is a labor of
love that takes hundred of hou
on the part of those who write
and edit the articles and who
prepare it for mailingAn
important part of this process

act of taking the ideas and cre
ing the printed page.

For many years that part of
the process has been handled
Anchor Printing.You can see
their logo on this page and on
page eight each monthhey
provide this service at a greatly
reduced cost because they
believe in what Project

I Understanding is doing and
because they believe in service

sto the community in which they
live and work.

ur

a Dieter and Brigitte Goerke

wnstart Anchor Printing.

Anchor Printing was estab

elished in 1990 by Dieter and
Brigitte Goerke A member of

rsour board of directors first
introduced me to them in the
early 1990s when Project
Understanding was designing :
new information brochure.

that is easy to overlook is the

Dieter spent many hours with

atme and with others working on
design issues to make the prod
uct more appealing and useful

bsnd in keeping the costs down
without sacrificing qualityThe
Goerkes, who are both origina
ly from Germanyare both
delightful people who put ser
vice and friendship first in both
their business
and personal

> relationships.
This personal
touch has also
led to a successful business. In
2002, theventura Chamber of
Commerce name@éinchor
Printing “Small Business of the
Yeat”

Jeff Hata and Dan Gutierrez
carry onAnchor’s suppot.
Dieter and Brigitte retired
A this month.They are moving
out of state to be closer to fam
ly. They sold the business to
their two longtime employees,
Jef Hata and Dan Gutierrez.
Jef and Dan have assured us
thatAnchor Printing will corn
tinue to support the work of
Project Understanding financial
ly by doing our printing at a
reduced cost. In fact, in my first
conversation with them as own
ers, they agreed to be a sponsor
of our upcoming Festival of
Hobbies. | am happy that these
two people with whom we have
already worked so well will
continue the fine traditions that
Dieter and Brigitte established.
But I will miss the Goerkes
It has been my duty and plea
sure to take the newsletter to
them each month and to work
with them on all of Project
Understanding printing needs.
| have enjoyed their profession
alism and | have enjoyed their
friendship.All of us here at
Project Understanding wish
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Board of Directors
VW
Judy Alexandre, President
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
Vice President
Barbara Tomblin, Secretary
Robert Farr ow, Treasurer
Howard Bolinger
Carol Burhoe
Karen Campbell
Mary Carr
Rev. Don Dewey
James Farley
Dennis Mitchell
Ann Tobin
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Rick Pearson
Executive Director

JoeAnguiano
Pantry Coordinator

Lynn Austin
Program Manager

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Kathleen Ellison
Receptionist and Data Entry

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Kendra Folsom
AdministrativeAssistant

Renee Hall
SARAH Coordinator

Shari Kempton
SARAH Coordinator

Linda Simson
Reception Center Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

ShelleyWilmeth
Clerical Support

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission
oject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and

established on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianify

whose mission is twofoldfo do justice by serving the pgor
hungry and oppressed with compassion and maray to provide avenues
for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individual local churches and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortuidte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families i
order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through communicaj
tions, advocagynetworking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provideg
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsMantura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homeleséeotura County

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide yeannd emegency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life

Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.

J
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Housing

Continued From Page 8

| was thinking about this
again as | read the latest articl
about increased housing costs
in Ventura CountyThe median
priced existing home is now
over $450,000. If | could buy
that median priced home, how
much would | get in subsidies
on my federal taxes? Making
some basic assumptions —
$450,000 purchase price,
$50,000 down payment, 5.5%
interest on a thirty-yeafixed
rate loan — produced the
numbers in the box below

Assuming the median
family income of nearly
$80,000 annuallyl would save
about $6,600 in federal taxes.
This $6,600 housing subsidy ig
available automatically to me if
| itemize my deductions. It is
available to all who qualify

Housing subsidies are not
so easy for those at the other
end of the income and housing

scale. If | am paying $1,200 per

ly) and earn $10 per hour (less
than $25,000 annually), | am
spending well over half my
income on housingAbout a
| third of wage earners in our
“county earn that amount or les|
| would qualify for a feder
al housing subsidy from the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development, but there
are not enough to go around.
The waiting list is three to five
years inVentura Countylf | get
one, | would pay 30% of my

would pay the balance. In this
case that amounts to about
$6,900.That’s not much dfer-
ent than the subsidy received |
that “average” homeowner
except that the homeowner
receives it automatically and
does not bear the stigma of
receiving “public assistance.”

I know all of the economic
reasons why a family owning g
home is in the society’best
interest. But | also know that a
family being homeless is not in
the societys best interest. If we
can aford to subsidize every

month in rent ($14,400 annual

Cost of Home
Down Payment

Monthly Payment
Property Tax
Total Tax Deductions

Income
Federal Tax Subsidy

Annual Rent
Annual Income

Federal Rent al Subsidy

Homeowner vs. Rent al Subsidies

Homeowner

Interest Rate (30-year, fixed rate)

Interest Payments, 1st year

Renter

Tenant Share of Rent (30% of income)

$450,000
$50,000
5.5%
$2,271
$23,900
$4,500
$28,400
$80,000
$6,600

$14,400
$25,000
$7,500
$6,900

income for rent and the subsidy Summit riders over the top.

homeowner there must be a
way to subsidize every family
at risk of homelessness.

*Two Riders Take
On Sea to Summit
for Project
Understanding

t's not too late to help the
Project Understanding Sea t

May 15th is the 31sknnual
Sea to Summit bike ride from
nearVentura to the top of
DYMount Pinos. It is a grueling
85-mile ride with a total climb
of 8,000 feet in elevation.

This year there are two
riders scheduled to ride on
behalf of Project Understand
ing: Norm Hudson, who has
ridden for nearly 25 years, and
Jonathan Cordaro, who is ridin
for the first time.

Riding the Sea to Summit i
partly about the challenge. It is
certainly satisfying to be able t
accomplish something that few
others would even attempt. Bu
it is also about helping raise
money for worthy charities.
When speaking about the Sea
Summit ride, Norm said, “I¢ a
difficult ride, but when you fin
ish you feel such a sense of
accomplishment. But the main
reason | do it is to raise money
When it gets tough out there, |
talk myself up hills by thinking
about the charities.”

Let’s help give our riders
something to shoot foEend us
a pledge in either or both of
their names (either per mile
ridden or a flat rate for the

the top.u

whole ride) and help them over

O




Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following

people and group s who

contributed cash to our

program during March:

Individuals

JudyAlexandre

Babette Amirkhan

Arthur & DennisAnderson

RobertAnderson & Rose Marie
Voelker

Ruben &TerrieAndrade

William & Dorothy Asano

Roy & Mary LouAsh

Marion Baranowski

Dan & Karen Bayless

Denise Baylor

Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld

Geoge & Joy Beger

Elizabeth Blanchard

Donna Boeck

Howard & Linda Bolinger

Barbara Born

John & Linda Borneman

Jefrey Brackett & Miriam
Arichea

Bob & Mary Braitman

William & Mae Briggs

Gordon & Barbara Brobgr

Martha & Richard Brunner

Robert Bruton

John & Eleanor Buchanan

Bill & Loretta Burton

Jimmy & Linda Bushong

Romalda Butterbaugh

Ernest & Joyce Carlson

Stanley & Gladys Carlson

Thomas & Joan Carr

Walter Clark

Naomi Claypool

Helen Crouch

Harriet Curry

Helen Dirkes

Dan & Mary Doll

Peter & Diane Dowler

Henry & Jessie Duim

Charles & Magaret Dunn

Annette Duston

James & Frances Egan

Barbara Eggert

Ed & Beverly Eidson

Patricia Ellison

Florence England

Fred & Martha Engle

Betty Lou Evans

Robert & Lynne Farrow

Joe & Kim Fiano

Howard Finnegan

Kenneth & Deirdra Finning

William & Beverly Flothmeier

Sue Ellen Fowler

Miriam Fraser

Oliver Freeman

Robert & Barbara Garrison

Charles & Carol Gehring

Robert & Betty Gips

James & Geraldine Goforth

Albert Goldbeg

Candy & Paul Gooding

Iris Gruwell

Christoph HaarD.M.D.

Ronald & Pickens Halt

William & Catherine Hannah

Betty Harris

Wilma Hays

Jane Helm

Susan Henderson

Stanley Henney

Jefrey & Debra Hill

Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

Wylie Horn

Bob & Lee Horne

Norman &Ann Hudson

Carroll & Dorothy Hudson

Fannie Hutchison

JoAnn Jackley

Jay & Mindy Johnson

David & Ruth Kille

Donald King

Eunice Koch

Patricia Kochel

Richard & Sue Komorowski

Theodore & Marilynn
Kretschmer

Janice Kuzemko

Constance Laferriere

Gaylord & Muriel Larsen

Wanda Laurence

Byron & Rene Lawler

Warren & Lucille Lewis

Barry & Kathy Lewis

Douglas & Patricia Lochner

Geri Loe

Geoge Lofswold

Dennis & Jeannette Longwill

Frances Lowe

Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman

Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall

Shane &WNendy Matthews

Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally

Luceille Merkel

Alfred Mottola

Perry & Barbara Newton

Jean Nussman

Helen O’Donnell

Douglas & Diane Cf

Doris Olson

Susan Olson

Mason & Carolyn Parrish

Richard & Ellen Pearson

Wallace & Hope Pearson

Richard & Ellen Pearson

Geoge Perkins & Betty Jo
BlaserPerkins

Nicholas & Nita Perkins

S. P Pierce

Alan & Kristine Plasch

John &Anna Powell

Dorothy Prairie

David & Thayer Reese

Margery Ricards

Duane & Melvina Rodgers

Chris & Kimberly Ronnebey

Laurie Rozet

Michael & Carolyn Russell

Violet Ryder

Louis & Susan Samonsky

Salvatore & Mary Saputo

L. C. & Doris Schmidt

John & Roberta Schoenherr

Kathleen Schroeder

Allan & Julianne Schulze

Dorothy Schupbach

Robert & Mary Scott

Martha Sexton

Tom & Judy Shaw

Charles & Jeannette Simmons



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Ira & Esther Sorkin

Joanne Bne

Renee & Lonnie Sutton

Ann Tobin

Charles & DorothyTubbs

Les & JudyVielbig

Ruberdavigen

BlancheViles

BernardVisser

Daniel & JoannéVakelee

John B. & KathyWalker

WandaWatson & Mogan
Kortlander

Dale & MaryWatson

R. E. & LyndaWhitney

Troy & PatsyWhitteker

John & LauraWhyte

Alton & GermaineWilliams

Robert & Hopewilliamson

John & PaulinaNolfe

In memory of:
Bill Polk

Given by:
Cellular Phones & Pagers
Jerry & Mary Barker
Robert & Mary Beth Dershan
Miles & Lenora Linman

In memory of:
Connie Conover
Given by:
Lila Atkisson
Thomas & Joan Carr
Bill & Mar guerite Coy

In honor of:
Joyce Clark, for her devotion
to the children of the Oxnard
Tutoring Center

Given by:
Earl & MarciaWakelee

In memory of:
Marie Falcone
Given by:
Gail Narkevic

h

In memory of:
Phyllis Lynn
Given by:
Bill & Mar guerite Coy

In memory of:
Rachel Corrie
Given by:
Robert & Rosalindrhomas

In honor of:

Shary Carrs 60th birthday
Given by:

Gail Narkevic

Churches & Organizations

Abrisa Industrial Glass Inc.

Amgen Foundation

Boy Scouts oAmerica,
Troop 3176

County ofVentura

FirstAssembly of God of
Ventura

First Baptist Church of Ojai

First Baptist Church ofentura

Horizon Foursquare Church

Pythian Sisters

<. Pauls Episcopal Church,
Ventura

Trinity Lutheran Church

United Methodist Church of
WestlakeVillage

United Way

Wednesdawyfternoon Club of
the Mound

Westminster Presbyterian
Church

Thank you to the following

people and group s who

contributed food and other

items to our program dur -

ing the month of March:
Individuals

Margo Adams

Billie Bush

Jim Deacon

Michael Dubransky

Junior Garcia

Mary Jackson

John Kintsel & Lisa Cerino
Don & Lucy Lyman

James Mason

Mindy & Scott Schneider
Esperaza Smith

Leonard & MarshaVeber
Shelahwilgus

David Woodward

Churches & Organizations

Alliance for the Mentally IlI

Anacapa Bread Company

College United Methodist
Church

Community of Christ Church

First United Methodist Church
of Ventura

FOOD Share

Grace Lutheran Church

Horizon Foursquare Church

Mission Uniform & Linen
Service

National Charity League

Pythian Sisters

San Buenaventura Institute

San Buenaventund/omens
Club

Sons of Norway

Soroptimist International of
Ventura

Temple BethTorah

The Bridge

Trader Joes

Trinity Lutheran Church

Trinity Presbyterian Church of
Camarillo

Unitarian Universalist Church

Ventura Baptist Church

Ventura Missionary Church

Vons GroceryHarbor Blvd.

Vons GroceryTelegraph Rd.

Vons GroceryThompson Blvd.

We Haul ItAll

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson




Rheto-Rick

Subsidized
Housing

By Rick Pearson, Executive
Director

grew up in the San Fernandc

Valley and was therefore
served by the Lo&ngeles City
Fire Department. Fortunately
never had the opportunity to
find out if they were any good,
but | always knew that if | had
need for them, they would
respond. It was my right as a
resident of the city

| was amazed when |

moved toWisconsin and dis
covered that the volunteer fire
departments in that state would
allow a house to burn down if
the property owner had not pai
the annual subscription to the
fire departmentWhat was more
amazing was that the people
around me were not amazed.
“If they put out the fire, then nd
one else would pay their sub
scriptions,” people saidnd
they are right if you view fire
protection as a service that you
purchase rather than a public

service to which you have a
right.

I have family connections ir
three European countries: a
sister in Great Britain, a nephe
in Holland, and cousins in
SwedenAll were surprised
when | told them that families
in America can be evicted
because they danhave enough
money to pay their rent. In
Europe, housing is considered
right and much of the popula
tion has their housing costs
subsidized. Families homeless

Abecause of inability to pay are

as unthinkable to them as fire

fighters who let houses burn ar
to me. It5 just not right.

Of course, not all subsi
dized housing is looked down
upon in this countryi live in
subsidized housing and no one
thinks twice about itThat's
Abecause 1 own my own home.

Owning ones home is
considered a good thing and s
the federal government subsi
dizes me to make it easier for
me. | can deduct the interest
that | pay on my home and the
property taxes that | pay from
my federal and state taxes.

)
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See Housing, Page 5
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