Rick
Pearson’s
Farewell
Party

Thursday
April 22
4:30 -7 p.m.

Please see
the invitation
on page 3.
Everyone is
invited!

PROJECT

Unemployment
rate falls, but
rental assistance
is still in high
demand!

By Ericka Manrique
Housing Case Manager

‘ N ] ith the holidays offi-
cially over and tax

season in full swing, many
families are back dealing with
the stressfulness of the econ-
omy. The unemployment rate
fell from 10.0% to 9.7% in
January, and nonfarm payroll
employment was essentially
unchanged, the U.S. Bureau

of Labor Statistics reported.
Employment fell in construc-
tion and in transportation and
warehousing, while temporary
help services and retail trade
added jobs. Even though some
jobs have been added to the job
market, individuals are not able
to afford living expenses, such
as housing.

With this in mind the rental
assistance program has been in
high demand here at Project
Understanding. Each day we
receive about thirty to forty
calls from families inquiring
about rental assistance.

The rental assistance pro-
gram is designed to help those
who have suffered a financial

See Evictionon P. 2
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New Pantry now open — come see it

Open House and Dedication on March 13, 10 a.m. to noon

he Food Pantry has moved from its old location in the

Project Understanding building at 43 E. Vince Street to the
previous Avenue Tutoring site at the corner of Ventura Avenue
and Vince Street.

Come and see the spacious, bright, and airy new Pantry at
its Open House and Dedication on Saturday, March 13, from
10 a.m. to 12 noon. Everyone is invited!

Above: Randy Ringen (L),
Pantry coordinator, talks
with volunteers.

Right: Randy (C) and
volunteer Diana( R)
assist Pantry guest (L).

Left: Pantry
volunteer
Barbee (L),
greets the first
guest on the
opening day.




Eviction
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hardship and can not make
their rent payment due to a
medical expense, car expense,
or other unexpected financial
hardship.

As of February 17, 2010,
we have assisted families with
over $7,000 in rental assistance
for the year of 2010. Let me
tell you about one of these
families.

A single mother came to
Project Understanding in need
of rental assistance. She does
not receive any government
assistance for herself or her
five-year-old daughter. She is
employed full time in the res-
taurant industry and is entering
school for a new employment
skill in order to stop living pay-
check to paycheck.

The school required a
deposit of $1,000 in order to
start the training. This woman
thought she would be able to
make both rent and the school
deposit but due to her daughter
getting sick she had to take
some days off work. This led to
her being short with her rent.

Project Understanding was
able to provide her with the
rent for the month of February.
This allowed this mother to
have her stressed relieved and
to begin her school. She plans
to graduate the program by
September of 2010 and will be
able to start her career. With
the help of Project Understand-
ing she was able to stay housed
as well as start her school.

This is one of the many
stories of success this program
has created, and we here at
Project Understanding are
blessed to have served these
families when they where faced
with such harsh situations. ¢

What does God
have to do with
Project Under-
standing?

Editors note: The content

of the following article is from
Nancy'’s devotion at a recent
meeting of the Project Under-
standing board of directors.

By Nancy Barna, a member of
Project Understanding’s Board
of Directors

hat does God have to do

with Project Understand-
ing? My answer to that would
be “everything.” Project Under-
standing was initiated to fulfill
God’s response to the poor in
Ventura. Seventy-two percent
of all people believe that pov-
erty in this country is one of the
most serious social problems.
Project Understanding exists to
address those needs.

The God that we serve has
been concerned about meeting
his people’s needs from the time
that he supplied skins to clothe
Adam and Eve until the present
day. The teaching in the Bible
can be summed up as com-
manding “Love God and love
your neighbor.” The Bible is
clear about its mandate for us to
love others, especially the less
fortunate.

I believe that the unique
role of Project Understanding is
to reflect our God by loving our
neighbor in need with our heart,
mind, strength and soul. We
show our heart when we take
the time to listen and care for
the hurting. We share our mind
when we offer solutions to help
solve the problems our clients
face. Our strength can be seen
in the consistent assistance we
are able to offer. We are avail-
able to those in need when the

needs arise. We love with our
soul when we pray with and for
our clients. We allow the Holy
Spirit to work through us to
touch those around us and to
address their needs.

I believe that our God sends
us every client who comes in
our door. They are fulfilling a
divine appointment. Many think
that they are coming in for food,
rental assistance, a shower or
maybe to be tutored, but the
God of the universe sees their
needs much deeper — loneli-
ness, hopelessness, family strife
etc. . . . Healing these wounds is
the specialty of the great physi-
cian. We are the physician’s
assistants.

Mary came in one day. She
was in crisis because her hus-
band had just lost his job. After
a brief conversation we prayed.
At the end of a tearful prayer
she looked up and said, “I don’t
really need food. Until now [
didn’t know why I decided to
come in this morning. I guess I
just needed someone to pray
with.” Mary went home that day
with a renewed sense of hope
and a connection with God that
was provided through our or-
ganization. We have the privi-
lege to be his representatives. ®

This newsletter
available by
e-mail

R eceiving this newsletter by
e-mail is a “win-win”
situation for you and for Project
Understanding. We save print-
ing and postage costs. You get
your newsletter more quickly
(and with color pictures).

To subscribe, just e-mail
your request to:

info@projectunderstanding.org



Please join us for
a Retirement Celebration
you won't want to miss!

Rick Pearson is retiring after 20 years of service
as executive director of Project Understanding.

Join us for fun, food, and friends.

Pictures, stories and donations.

Thursday, April 22, 2010
From 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. (Presentation at 5:15 p.m.)

At the Wedgewood Center
5800 Olivas Park Drive (near Victoria), ‘Ventura
$15.00 per person

Rick Pearson Celebration
Yes, I want to be a part of the Celebration for Rick Pearson.
O Enclosed is § for tickets.
O Sorry, I can't be there, but here is my gift of § in Rick's honor.
Name:
Address:
‘Phone: E-Mail:

(Please maKke checks payable to Project Understanding.)
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Judy Alexandre

President

Dave Schulze
Vice-President

Dolores “De De” Taylor
Secretary

Jim Ayars
Treasurer
Nancy Barna
Karen Campbell
John Dickerson
RoseAnn Hill
Lauri Kail
Frank Maggio
Dorothy Prairie

Ex Officio

Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)

Immediate Past President

Staff
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Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Alicia Ayala

Reception Services Coordinator

Brenda Byers
SHORE Case Manager

Todd Goehner

Client Services Manager

Maria Gonzalez
Tutoring Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Manager

Ericka Manrique
Housing Case Manager

Sandra Morales
Resource Manager

Randy Ringen
Pantry Coordinator

Craig Shaw
SARAH Coordinator

“What does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission
P roject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mis-
sion is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed
with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish
to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations
and groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisis. The pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Program

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues join in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

SHORE (Supportive Housing Opportunities in a Residential Environment)
Project Understanding provides 15 units of permanent supportive housing
for formerly homeless people in the WAV Project in downtown Ventura.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.



Jim Grimes
retires as SARAH
coordinator

B Craig Shaw named to fill
the position.

Jim Grimes, coordinator of
the SARAH (Simply Arrang-
ing Real Assistance Here) pro-
gram at Project Understanding
for the past five years, recently
announced his intention to
retire.

After five years as the
SARAH Center coordinator,
Jim Grimes has retired.

Jim began in the SARAH
Center as a part-time paid assis-
tant through a Senior Aides
program which pays a stipend to
seniors who work in nonprofit
agencies. He stayed on as a vol-
unteer after the funding through
that program ended.

When longtime SARAH
co-coordinators Shari Kempton
and Renee Hall left in 2005, Jim
was named to the position.

Jim has brought a calm and
caring spirit to the often chaotic
environment that is the SARAH
Center, and his presence will be
greatly missed.

We wish him the very best
in his retirement.

This is what Jim wrote as he
prepared to leave the position:

Jim Grimes has left the
building.

It is now time for me to
move on and prepare for a new
life called retirement.

But before leaving Project
Understanding I would like to
thank the staff and all of the
wonderful volunteers that make
Project Understanding what it
has become, a place that’s been
there to help anyone in need.

I have learned your faith
grows stronger when it is put
into practice. This is something
I will take with me in the years
to come. Farewell and may God
be with you.

Meet Craig Shaw, the new
SARAH coordinator.

Craig moved to California
from Maine to pursue the sport
of mountain climbing and set-
tled in the Chatsworth area. For
the next thirty years Craig
worked as a mountain guide and
chimney sweep.

Craig Shaw begins as the
new SARAH coordinator.

Since Craig’s son Sam has
gone on to college, Craig
moved to Ventura, a city he
always enjoyed. While pursuing
employment Craig felt in his
heart that he should be involved
in helping the homeless. This is
what brought him to Project
Understanding, where he was a
volunteer case assistant.

Craig is now looking for-
ward to carrying on Jim’s work
in the SARAH Center. &

Growing up
Continued from P. 8

line — well into my thirties —
I discovered that I could string
words together in ways that
made some sense.

So, at least one of the
things I am going to do is to do
what aspiring writers do in the
twenty-first century. [ am going
to blog. Specifically, I am go-
ing to blog on the lectionary.

Those of you who are
associated with more liturgical
traditions of the Christian faith
are familiar with the lectionary.
For those who are not, the lec-
tionary is a list of scripture
texts to be read on each Sunday
throughout the Church year.
The so-called “Revised
Common Lectionary” is used
with minor variations by the
Catholic Church and most of
the major Protestant traditions
(including my own United
Methodist Church).

Each week there are four
texts — one from the Hebrew
Scriptures (or Old Testament),
one from the Psalms, one from
the Epistles and one from the
Gospels. It is my intention to
blog on the weekly texts from
this lectionary.

Now I am by no means the
first to think of blogging on the
lectionary texts. But I believe
that I do have an approach to
the texts that will set mine
apart.

I am approaching the texts
to see if [ can discern what they
are saying to the way I actually
live my life — what I do.

When people responded to
the preaching of John the Bap-
tist and repented, their natural
question was “And what should
we do?” That is the question I
will have constantly before me.
If we are to take these texts

See Growingupon P. 7




Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and groups who
contributed cash to our
program during the month
of January:

Individuals
William & Dorothy Asano
Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Patricia Barrett
Stephen Bennett
George & Sharon Berg
Donna Boeck
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam

Arichea

Edmond & Anke Bruist
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
James & Susan Cheek
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Bill & Marguerite Coy
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Duane Dammeyer
Sally DeLong
Linda Devinney
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
Lisa Edwards & Bill Meyer
Ed & Beverly Eidson
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler
Ruth Gallagher
Robert Garrison
Robert & Betty Gips
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Candy & Paul Gooding
Clyde & Mabel Gorden
Iris Gruwell
Christoph & Loren Haar
Mary Hamilton
Camilis Harkins

Betty Harris

H. Lee & Margaret Heise
Jane Helm

William & Pauline Hinds
Norman Hudson

JoAnn Jackley

Jay & Mindy Johnson
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch

Patricia Kochel

Ada Kudron

Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Byron & Irene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Robert & Marina Lunche
Gary Lundquist

Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley
Alphonse & Jan Marra
John & Frances Marshall
Frank & Charaline Maxim
Tom & Florence Mclnally
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola

Jean Nussman

Douglas & Diane Off

Ray Olson & Marian Macumber
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
John & Anna Powell

Tom & Pamela Prinz
Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Kenneth Schmidt

Roberta Schoenherr

Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Joyce Sherwood

Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Ira & Esther Sorkin

Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Robert & Kathie Tobias
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Dorothy & D. Russell Walker
Mary Jane Wallace

Dale & Mary Watson

Kathryn Wilbur
Germaine Williams
Donnet & Phyllis Wilt

In honor of:

Edna Roebuck’s 90th birthday
Given by:

Stephen & Victoria Burns

In honor of:
Sylvia Mack
Given by:
Richard & Ellen Pearson

Churches & Organizations
First Christian Church
First United Methodist Church
of Ventura
No Room at the Inn
Ojai Presbyterian Church
Pythian Sisters
Temple Beth Torah, Ventura
County Jewish Council
United Way of Ventura County

Thank you to the following
people and groups who con-
tributed food and other items
to our program in January:

Individuals
Charlene Boxx
Frank & Dianne Maggio
Elise Schneider

Churches & Organizations
Church of the Foothills
Coastline Bible Church
College United Methodist

Church
CVS Pharmacy
CVS Pharmacy - Ventura
First Lutheran Church
First United Methodist Church
Grace Lutheran Church
San Buenaventura Women’s

Club
Trinity Lutheran Church
Ventura Missionary Church

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson



Sustaining Donors

ustaining donors are those who make a single gift of
$1,000 or more. To show our appreciation for their

support, they are listed here for twelve months:

Edward & Jill Banman

Barna Family Fund

George & Sharon Berg

Judith Chamberlin

Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer & Yvon Chouinard
Austin & Mary Jo Coe
Lauren Collart

Todd & Cheryl Collart
William Corkins & Diane Federle
Peter & Diane Dowler
Berdean Eaton

Thomas & Lois Gallardo
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Patricia Gooch

Matthew & Mary Haffner
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Ruth Hickerson

Jeffrey & Debra Hill

Harriet Hillam

Robert Ingrum

Lawrence Jackson

David Jaffe & Elizabeth West
Craig & Donna Johnson
Shelley Jones

Aurora Loss

Ada Lovingfoss

Gary Lundquist

Sylvia Mack

Evea Merrick

Byron & Laura Moline

Betty Nazzaro

Virgil & Lynn Nelson

Leah Ohse

Danielle Onstot

William & Celia Paterson
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Chris and Kimberly Ronneberg
Gretchen Schaffner & Alex Reid
John & Dorothy Sinjem
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Dolores Taylor

Fred & Barbara Tomblin
Vielbig Family Fund

Bill & Marcia Wakelee

Edith Wald

Marion Ward

James & Marilyn Williams

Author and
researcher
George Barna
is coming to
speak in May

tart planning now to join

George Barna, author
and researcher, for a dessert
and presentation on helping
those in need.

Details to be in next
month’s Project Understand-
ing News.

Growing up

Continued from P. 5

seriously my question is not
“What should we believe?” or
“What should we feel?” but
rather, “What should we DO?”

Many of the blogs on the
lectionary are intended to help
preachers decide what to say.
Or to help Christians know
what to believe. Or to feel. I
certainly hope that what I write
will help people do all these
things. But I want to help peo-
ple, including myself, live in
ways that make others see God
in me.

I am old enough to remem-
ber the folk-hymn, “They Will
Know We Are Christians by
Our Love.” I want people to
look at the way I live my life
and say, “That man is a Chris-
tian.” In a society that already
considers itself Christian, that
may be a tall order.

If you have enjoyed what I
have written over the years, |
invite you to join me in this
new adventure. Maybe we can
all grow up to be Christians. &

You will find my blog at
www.RhetoRick.com.




Rheto-Rick

When I grow up

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

or the last few months, I

have been feeling like I was
ten years old again. Ever since |
announced that I would be step-
ping down as executive director,
people have been asking me,
“What do you want to be when
you grow up?”

Well, they may have
worded it a little differently but
that was the gist of the question.

My decision to leave my
position here at Project Under-
standing was made because 1
perceived that the gifts and
graces that I bring to the agency
no longer match what the
agency needs to move into new

directions. I knew that as I left
the agency I would be looking
for new challenges and opportu-
nities, but what those might be
were not clearly defined.

So, as I pondered the ques-
tion of what I want to be when [
grow up, I was faced with
nearly as many options as when
I was ten. And I kept coming
back to something that contin-
ues to surprise me. I enjoy writ-
ing these columns. And even
more surprising, there seem to
be people who enjoy reading
them.

I say this is surprising. To
my English teachers in junior
high and high school, it would
be shocking. I was a math and
science kid. My essays in Eng-
lish class did not come back
with “great job” written at the
top. But somewhere along the

See GrowinguponP. 5

his newsletter is made
possible by the generous
support of:

Established 1990

To Contact Us

On the Web
www.projectunderstanding.org

By Phone
805-652-1326 (Voice)
805-652-1389 (Fax)

Printed on
Recycled Paper

United |45
Way @

VD pIeuxQ
L6T #uiad
avd
agmisod 'S'N
‘310 1JoI1J-uoN

d41SaN0aYd ADIAIAS NINITA

082T-T00E6 VO “BIMUIA
09+ST Xod ‘0'd
1091§ OUIA T €F

BINJUOABUING UBS Je Surpueisiopun 109(org

uoou 71 01 ‘ure gl

"Ae]Al Ul eads 0] SUILOD ST puIey
931005) JoYDIBISAI puB JIoyINy 3L °d
"SNOA yuey] :£-9 °d

‘ul sdojs meys Siel) pue J0jeuIpIo0d
HVMVS St So11301 SO0 Wif :6 °d
‘swieisold pue vorssi o i °d

"U0SIBI ] o1y 10J UONLIGA]ID

uoi ° 3IBIAl “ABpIIEG HO U0
JUDISIIIRL B J0] sn utol oseord 16 °g e .

-B2IPA(] pue 9sNoH uad( ue je 31 23S
e auwoo — uado st Anued MON i °d

Aq 9[qe[IeAE ST I0)IO[SMAU ST i *d iipuetiop

Y31 UI [[1IS SI 90UB)SISSE [BIUAI INg
‘119 21e1 juotnAopduoun oy o1 °d

J3ulpuelsiopur) 103fo1g
J1A Op 0] 9ABY POD) S0P JBUM 7 °d

AAOSSI SIHL NI




