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Ventura CROP

Walk Scheduled

for April 13

The Ventura CROP Walk,

which has traditionally been

held in early March, will be

held on Sunday, April 13, 2008.

The change was necessitated by

scheduling conflicts at First

United Methodist Church,

where the walk begins and ends,

as well as the early date for

Easter this year. Walks will also

be held in most of the cities of

Ventura County. (Please see the

box on page 2 for the dates of

walks in other cities.)

As in previous years, the

CROP Walks give individuals

an opportunity to walk ten kilo-

meters (a little over six miles) to

raise money to combat hunger,

both in Ventura County and

around the world. Funds are

raised by walkers who secure

donations and pledges for the

distance that they will walk. 

Of the funds raised, 75%

goes to Church World Service,

an international relief and devel-

opment organization, to support

their world-wide efforts.

(Individual donors may opt to

designate their donation to the

relief organization of their

choice.)

The remaining 25% is des-

ignated to organizations fighting

hunger locally. The steering 

committee decided on the fol-

lowing distribution of the funds:

Project Understanding 11%

Catholic Charities 6%

Family to Family 5%

FOOD Share 3%

Most people who walk get

their walker packets from the

recruiter in their local congrega-

tion or organization. If you are

not a member of a participating

congregation or organization,

you may sign up by contacting

coordinator, Renata Hundley,

via phone, 658-7446, or e-mail:

venturacropwalk@gmail.com.

Renata can also put you in con-

tact with the coordinators for

the other Walks around the

county if you should wish to

participate.

See CROP Walk, Page 2
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We Can Prevent

Homelessness One

Family at a Time

The Ventura County Ten-Year

Plan to End Homeless esti-

mates that 90% of the approxi-

mately 2,000 people who are

homeless in the county today

will not be homeless one year

from today. That is good news.

The bad news is that 1,800

other people will become home-

less and the number of home-

less people is likely to remain

about the same unless we act to

prevent it.

That is exactly what the

Project Understanding Eviction

Prevention program is designed

to do.

With the high rents in the

county, many working families

are in danger of an unexpected

car repair or medical emer-

gency. This may have a severe

enough impact on the family

budget putting them in danger

of losing their housing.

Let’s think about those

1,800 people who are in danger

of becoming homeless within

the next year. If we could pre-

vent half of them from being

evicted, we could cut the num-

ber of homeless people in the

county by 45%. Certainly a

laudable goal!

Here is how the program

See Prevention, Page 3



Even if you cannot walk,

you can help out by sponsoring

someone who is walking. 

There are also a number of

volunteer opportunities for

those who are unable to or

choose not to walk. Please see

the article on this page for more

information about volunteering.

Venturans have been partici-

pating in the CROP Walk for

well over a quarter of a century.

Last year’s Walk raised nearly

$32,000 ($8,000 of which

stayed right here in our 

community).

So get your tax return done

early and plan now to partici-

pate in the Ventura CROP Walk

on April 13. u

We Walk Because

They Walk

By Rick Pearson

Executive Director

We have a small pond in

our backyard. Last week-

end I decided that it was time to

give it its annual cleaning to get

ready for the spring and sum-

mer. In order to lower the water

level so I could give the sides a

good cleaning, I was carrying

the pond water, five gallons at a

time, in a bucket to the front

yard to put in on the lawn and

plants.

When I was in college I

learned a little ditty that says,

“A pint’s a pound the world

around.” So I knew that five

gallons of water weigh about 

40 pounds. I was glad that I

only had to carry each bucket-

ful about 40 yards. I had 

emptied about 50 gallons of

water out of my pond, about ten

trips. Ten trips mean I carried

five gallons of water about a

quarter of a mile.  

When I was done I needed a

shower. I was struck by the fact

that, even with my low-flow

showerhead and turning the

water off while I soaped up, I

used about three bucketsful of

water.

In much of the world people

(mostly women) walk one or

two or even ten miles to get

water for their families. Even if

it is only one mile, someone

would have had to walk six

miles just to get the water for

my low-flow, short shower.

For several years, the

CROP Walk has used the slo-

gan, “We walk because they

walk.” The walkers in this

year’s Walk will walk just over

six miles, just about the distance

necessary to supply the water

for my six-minute shower. Walk

with us this year. u

Even Nonwalkers

Can Help CROP

Raise Funds

For at least 15 years, Project

Understanding has served as

one of the check points for the

Ventura CROP Walk, and

Project Understanding has taken

the responsibility for providing

the volunteers to staff each of

the five check points along the

route. 

This is an excellent oppor-

tunity for those who want to

participate in the Walk but who

are unable to actually walk for

whatever reason.

This is a good way to greet

and encourage each walker and

to offer a few moments of

respite and a drink of water. If

you are interested in being a

check point volunteer this year,

please call Rick Pearson at 

652-1326.

Nor are the check points the

only volunteer opportunities for

nonwalkers. Volunteers are

needed on the day of the Walk

so we can use people to help set

up, help serve refreshments

after walkers return, clean up,

sort and count canned food

donations, or drive a “sag

wagon.” Anyone who wants to

help could contact Renata via

phone, 658-7446, or by e-mail:

venturacropwalk@gmail.com.

Walk, give or volunteer —

everyone can find a place in the

CROP Walk. u

Pantry Usage Up

The Project Understanding

Food Pantry has experi-

enced a 35% increase in the

number of families seeking

assistance in the past six months

and these families have made

45% more visits.

Please consider donating

food, especially tuna, peanut

butter and breakfast cereal to

the Food Pantry. u
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CROP Walk
Continued From Page 1

Ventura County

CROP Walks

Ventura  . . . . . . .April 13

Oxnard and  . . . .April 13

Port Hueneme

Santa Paula . . . .March 9

Conejo Valley  . .March 9

Camarillo . . . . . .March 9

Simi Valley . . . . . .June 8

Ojai . . . . . . . . . . . . .TBD

Moorpark  . . . . . . . .TBD



works: Project Understanding

has approximately $50,000 to

spend during the year to help

prevent eviction. The rental

assistance program is designed

to either assist families who are

currently homeless to get into

permanent housing or to prevent

families from being evicted

from their permanent housing. 

Rental assistance is provid-

ed to families in the form of a

one-time grant that funds a

maximum of one month’s rent.

The funding is awarded to fami-

lies who have an income that

would typically sustain them

but experience an unexpected

circumstance that makes it

impossible to pay rent. Funding

can also be used to assist fami-

lies with the first month’s rent

once the deposit for housing has

been paid. Families must com-

plete a thorough application

process and work closely with

the housing case manager to

ensure that the appropriate

referrals are in place so that the

family is stabilized. 

This year, Project Under-

standing assisted 172 people to

either attain or maintain perma-

nent housing through the provi-

sion of rental assistance. One

such family was a two-parent

household with two teenage

children. The family was depen-

dent on two incomes to pay

rent, so when one parent unex-

pectedly lost his job the family

found themselves on the verge

of eviction. Both parents were

employed again by the end of

the month, but without a grant

to assist with the payment of

rent, the family would have lost

their housing before having a

chance to catch up. This is just

one of the many families who

are in need of assistance due to

unforeseen circumstances and a

quick turn of events.

Though Project Under-

standing continues to increase

the level of assistance that is

provided to families throughout

Ventura County, there are still

many families that do not

receive the much needed assis-

tance due to a lack of funding

available.

When we think of homeless

people, we usually do not think

of families with children. Yet

these families make up a large

portion of the homeless popula-

tion. They may not be sleeping

under bridges or in the river

bottom. Rather they are more

likely to be sleeping in their car,

or in a friend’s living room, or

in a pay-by-the-week motel

room when they can scrape

together enough cash.

Certainly, it is not our desire

that anyone be homeless in our

midst. But our hearts go out

most especially to innocent chil-

dren who are homeless entirely

through no fault of their own.

Thanks to you we continue to

make a difference in the lives of

people who might otherwise be

on the street.

Together, we can work

towards the goal of ending

homelessness in ten years. u
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Friends of Tutor-

ing Gather at the

Avenue Center
n Everyone admired the two

new murals on the Avenue

Tutoring building.

By Marcia Wakelee

Tutoring Coordinator

The Open House at the

Avenue Center in January

welcomed many old and new

friends who celebrated our new

murals.

Students

played

games

while

parents,

friends

and

tutors

visited

and met

the artists

who

painted

the murals.

It was also an occasion for

old friends to gather. Virgil and

Lynn Nelson are home from

their work in Africa and they

were able to be here. Virgil is

one of the founders of Project

Understanding, and Lynn start-

ed the tutoring program in

1982. 

They visited with Moe

Bickford, a former Tutoring

coordinator, and his sister. Lynn

and Lorena Varela, the Avenue

site coordinator, reminisced

about when Lorena was one of

the Tutoring Center’s students

while she was in middle school.

It was a joyful gathering.

How great to see so many peo-

ple, past and present, who have

worked so hard to help children

get a good start in life. u

Prevention
Continued From Page 1

From left to right: Moe Bickford, Lorena
Varela, Lynn Nelson, and Virgil Nelson
reminisce about tutoring over the years. 

Regina Returns to

Staff as Housing

Case Manager

Project Understanding is

happy to announce the

return of Regina Fitz-Gerald to

the Project Understanding staff

as housing case manager.

See Regina, Page 5
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Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)

President

Judy Alexandre

Vice-President

Dolores “De De” Taylor

Secretary

Tom Hallock

Treasurer

Howard Bolinger

Karen Campbell

Dave Schulze

Dorothy Prairie

Mary L. Watson

Dale Watson

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Kari Brogdin 
Business Manager

Jim Grimes 
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Randy Ringen 
Pantry Coordinator

Roseann Stockman
Administrative Assistant

Marcia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Receptionist

“What does the LORD require 

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established

on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with

compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to

serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and

groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 

in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day

supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,

and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in

one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless

Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for

homeless people.

The Bread of Life

Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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Shari Kempton

Fills In as Case

Manager

As is mentioned in the 

previous article, Project

Understanding has been without

a housing case manager for sev-

eral months. However the needs

of families in Ventura for evic-

tion prevention assistance do

not diminish. To help us meet

that need we are deeply appre-

ciative of the help of former

staff member, Shari Kempton.

Shari was the co-coordina-

tor of the SARAH Center and

afternoon receptionist at Project

Understanding for a dozen years

during the period from 1989 to

2005. (She and her husband

Wayne spent four years in

Germany in the early 1990s.)

She “retired” in 2005 to spend

more time with her mother who

had recently moved to the area.

Just before she retired,

Shari wrote: “I have been work-

ing at the SARAH Center for a

total of 12 years, and have seen

hundreds of homeless people.

All have faces, names and sto-

ries. I try to care for and help

them all. Too few succeed and

make it out of this cycle of 

alcoholism, drug addiction and

mental illness. However, I keep

on trying. Some days I am dis-

couraged and even think about

giving up. Then I think of the

folks like Dave, Brian and

Karen (folks who made it).

These faces and the wonderful

news of the Gospel keep me

from giving up. The Lord never

quits loving each and every one

of us, including

Fred, Dave, Carl,

Cathy, Brian,

Karen, Walter,

Jack and Teresa.

He never gives up

on any of us.”

Shari still 

hasn’t given up on

people in need. So

in the interim until

Regina is ready to take up the

position, Shari is seeing families

facing eviction and doing the

case management necessary to

decide which families we will

be able to assist.

Project Understanding and

families in need of assistance

thank Shari for her continued

willingness to serve. u
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Regina held that position from

2002 through last spring when

she left Project Understanding

to accept a position at Catholic

Charities. 

Regina was succeeded at

Project Understanding by

Melissa Wilkins. Melissa left

the position late last year

because she and her husband

were expecting their first child

and the commute from Santa

Barbara became a burden. Pro-

ject Understanding has been

seeking a qualified replacement

for several months.

After nearly a year at

Catholic Charities, Regina

decided to return to the housing

case manager position for two

reasons. First, the position at

Catholic Charities did not allow

for the one-on-one interaction

with families in need as the

case manager position does.

Regina missed this interaction

badly. And second, the case

manager position allows the

flexibility in scheduling to 

permit Regina to further her 

education.

Regina’s willing spirit and

cheerful personality have been a

blessing to the staff and volun-

teers of this agency in the past.

And her deep compassion and

great understanding have been a

Regina
Continued From Page 3

blessing to the people she

served, both in Transition

House and in the eviction pre-

vention program.

So we are glad to have

Regina back in her old position

and on the Project Understand-

ing staff. Welcome home,

Regina. u

of people in our county have

been losing their homes — not

to foreclosure, but to eviction.

The reasons here are 

myriad as well: Unexpected

expenses like medical bills or

car repairs ate up the money

needed for the rent. The money

that the family could make at

low wage jobs could not meet

the rising rents. Poor decisions

led to overspending on non-

essentials.

But whatever the reason,

the loss of one’s home —

whether through foreclosure or

eviction — is a tragedy. It is a

tragedy that calls out for solu-

tions, because nobody deserves

to lose a home. u

Losing a Home
Continued From Page 8
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Thank you to the follow-

ing people and groups

who contributed cash to

our program during the

month of January:

Individuals

Mark Abbe & Laurel 

Curits-Abbe

Judy Alexandre

William & Dorothy Asano

Roy & Mary Lou Ash

C. Patrick & Lavonne 

Askay

Lila Atkisson

Marion Baranowski

Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld

Steve Bennett

Donald & Mary Ann 

Benton

Betty Black

Donna Boeck

Howard & Linda Bolinger

Barbara Born

Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea

Bob & Mary Braitman

Gordon & Barbara Broberg

Bill & Loretta Burton

Jimmy & Linda Bushong

Thomas & Joan Carr

Robert & Elaine Castle

James & Susan Cheek

Naomi Claypool Fowler

Helen Crouch

Harriet Curry

Herbert Curtis

Mary Jo Davy

Richard & Gertrude 

Desposato

Margaret Dixon

Fabien & Jean Dufau

Charles & Martha Dugan

Richard & Gail Eckstrom

Barbara Eggert

Ed & Beverly Eidson

James & Lelita Emch

Fred & Martha Engle

Frederick & Lynda Evans

Robert & Lynne Farrow

Kenneth & Deirdra Finning

Betty Fiorentine

William & Beverly 

Flothmeier

Sue Ellen Fowler

Richard & Yvette Franklin

Harold & Norma Fulkerson

Robert Garrison

Annalicia Gonzalez

Candy & Paul Gooding

Iris Gruwell

Christoph & Loren Haar

Ronald & Pickens Halt

Bill Hammaker

Kay Hannah

Ivan Harkey

Camilis Harkins

Betty Harris

Gale & Bette Hartman

Wilma Hays

Jane Helm

Mike Hershey

Carol Hertel

William & Pauline Hinds

Charles & Vicky 

Holmstrom

Andrea & Wade Horigan

Bob & Lee Horne

Ronald & Barbara Hudoba

Norman & Marilee Hudson

JoAnn Jackley

Jay & Mindy Johnson

Ruth Johnson

David & Ruth Kille

Richard & Sue 

Komorowski

Ada Kudron

Constance Laferriere

Gaylord & Muriel Larsen

Byron & Irene Lawler

Warren & Lucille Lewis

Barry & Kathy Lewis

Douglas & Patricia Lochner

Kenneth & Laura Locken

Dennis & Jeannette 

Longwill

Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman

Sylvia Mack

Miguel Madril

Jacqueline Manley

Lois Marrs

John & Frances Marshall

Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence McInally

Leo Meyer

Barbara Mickey

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell

Byron & Laura Moline

Alfred Mottola

Gail Narkevic

Douglas & Diane Off

Susan Olson

Mason & Carolyn Parrish

William & Celia Paterson

Wallace & Hope Pearson

Nicholas & Nita Perkins

Dorothy Peterson

Richard & Mary Plain

John & Anna Powell

Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Michael & Carolyn Russell

Louis & Susan Samonsky

Salvatore & Mary Saputo

Roberta Schoenherr

Allan & Julianne Schulze

Dorothy Schupbach

Robert & Mary Scott

Nancy Settle & Cassandra 

Vaniotis

Jasper & Irene Smith

Ira & Esther Sorkin

Joanne Stone

Renee & Lonnie Sutton

Michael & Pamela 

Swartout

Robert & Kathie Tobias

Roy & Nancy Todd

Charles & Dorothy Tubbs

Les & Judy Vielbig

Mary Jane Wallace

Donnet & Phyllis Wilt

John & Paulina Wolfe

In memory of:

Barbara Hamilton

Given by:

Bruce & Nan Thompson

In honor of:

All Project Understand-

ing Tutors

Given by:

Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:

Gwen Ishmael

Given by:

Iris Schulman

In honor of:

Hank Greenberg

Given by:

Anne Rubin

In memory of:

Harold Lyle Thomas

Given by:

Robert & Rosalind 

Thomas

In memory of:

Harriet Gilbert

Given by:

Douglas & Harriett 

Unfug

In honor of:

John & Deborah Bylo

Given by:

Wai-Wah & Dr. Bruce 

Hillam

In honor of:

Jonathan Pearson & 

Karen Magoon’s wedding

Given by:

Morris & Cheryl Gilbert

In honor of:

Jordan Lewis’ birthday

Given by:

Connie Lewis

In honor of:

Judy & Les Vielbig

Given by:

Bruce & Signe Smale

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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In memory of:

Laverne Giese

Given by:

Roderick & Claire Carty

In memory of:

Linda Borneman

Given by:

Judy Alexandre

Bill & Carol Ann Aulich

David & Diane Bolton

Bob & Carol Cole

J.T. Hata

Earl & Marcene Jardine

Charles & Elizabeth 

Kaiser

Lee & Margaret 

Molesworth

Betsy Rubottom

Debbie Sulzbach

In honor of:

Melvina Rodgers

Given by:

Duane Rodgers

In memory of:

Verna French

Given by:

Community Presbyterian 

Church, Chimes Circle

Churches &

Organizations

Camarillo United Methodist 

Church

College United Methodist 

Church

College United Methodist 

Church, Women’s Group

County of Ventura

First Assembly of God of 

Ventura

First Baptist Church of 

Ventura, Dunamite Class

First United Methodist 

Church of Ventura

Horizon Foursquare Church

Live Oak Christian 

Fellowship

No Room at the Inn

Ojai Presbyterian Church

Pythian Sisters

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Couples Circle

United Way of Ventura 

County

United Way, Other, United 

Way of Los Angeles 

County

W.J. & F.B. Worthington 

Family Foundation

Thank you to the follow-

ing people and groups

who contributed food and

other items to our pro-

gram during the month of

January:

Individuals

John Borneman

Daniel Carrillo

Linda Dashew

JoAnn Fish

Ginny Fulgentes

Wayne & Vicki Galler

Les Goldberg

Candy & Paul Gooding

Tom Hallock

Ruth Hampton

Estelle Ichino

Josephina Juarez

Kevin & Sharon 

Krumdieck

Myrt Lammi

Gloria Lewis

Alphonse & Jan Marra

Elana Morris

Robert Ponce

Florence Ringen

Mercy Sanchez

Joanne Stone

Cherl Tabbi

Leonard & Marsha Weber

Churches &

Organizations

A Touch of Love 

Foundation

Church of the Foothills

Community Action of 

Ventura County

Community Presbyterian 

Church

CVS Pharmacy, Agoura 

Hills

First Baptist Church of 

Santa Paula

First Baptist Church of 

Ventura, Dunamite Class

First Lutheran Church

First United Methodist 

Church of Ventura

FOOD Share

Friends of the Library

Grace Lutheran Church

Kentucky Fried Chicken

National Charity League

Patagonia

Peet’s Coffee House

Pythian Sisters

San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club

Saticoy Lions Club

Soroptimist International of 

Ventura

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

of Ventura

Starbucks

Trader Joe’s

Trinity Lutheran Church

Unitarian Universalist 

Church

Vons, Harbor Blvd.

Vons, Telegraph Rd.

Vons, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout

Ellen Pearson

Sustaining Donors 

Sustaining donors are

those who make a 

single gift of $1,000 or

more. To show our

appreciation for their

support, they are listed

here for 

12 months.  

Judith Chamberlin

Malinda Chouinard-

Pennoyer & Yvon 

Chouinard

Austin & Mary Jo Coe 

William Corkins & 

Diane Federle 

Mark & Janet 

Goldenson 

Jeffrey & Debra Hill 

Harriet Hillam 

David Jaffe & Elizabeth 

West 

Shelley Jones 

Kearney Family Fund

Echo Kukuchek 

Aurora Loss 

Evea Merrick 

Leah Ohse 

Richard & Ellen 

Pearson 

Robert & Lupe Piros  

Tom & Pamela Prinz 

Gretchen Schaffner 

& Alex Reid 

Michael & Pamela 

Swartout 

Dolores “DeDe” Taylor 

Fred & Barbara Tomblin 

The Vielbig Family 

Fund

Marion Ward

James & Marilyn 

Williams

Robert Willis

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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Foreclosure or

Eviction — No

One Deserves to

Lose a Home

By Rick Pearson

Executive Director

You have probably seen the

same articles I have. Like

the one in the Ventura County

Star in mid-February about the

man whose house was sold out

from under him by the bank

because he was in default on his

mortgage.

There were some 1,500

foreclosures in Ventura County

last year — a 90% increase over

the previous year. More than

600 were in the last three

months. Every one of those is a

personal tragedy. A story likely

without a happy ending, at least

in the short term.

There are many reasons for

the increase: families who have

refinanced while home values

were increasing astronomically;

families who did not understand

(or did not want to understand)

how much their payments

would rise when interest rates

went up; families that were lied

to by unscrupulous lenders who

were only interested in making

a fast buck before reselling the

loan.

But whatever the reason it

is a tragedy that makes front

page news. A tragedy that calls

out for a solution. Maybe fixing

the interest rate to keep the 

payments in check. Maybe a

bail-out that helps make the

payments. I support finding a

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura

43 E. Vince Street

P.O. Box 25460

Ventura, CA93002-2280

(805) 652-1326

FAX (805) 652-1389
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This newsletter is made possible 

by the generous support of:

P. 1: Ventura CROPWalk is 

scheduled for April 13.

P. 1: We can prevent homelessness

one family at a time.

P. 2: We walk because they walk.

P. 2: Even nonwalkers can help

CROPraise funds.

P. 3: Friends of tutoring gather at

the Avenue Center.

P. 3:Regina returns to the staff as

housing case manager.

P. 5:Shari Kempton fills in as case

manager.

P. 8:Foreclosure or eviction — no

one deserves to lose a home..

solution because I hate to see

any family lose their home.

But then, I have always

hated seeing families lose their

home.

Long before this record

number of home foreclosures

made the front page, thousands

See Losing a Home, Page 5
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