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The WAV
and the
SHORE
Coming
Together

SHORE (Support-
ive Housing

Opportunities in a
Residential Environ-
ment) is the name of the perma-
nent supportive housing project
which is being created as a part
of the WAV (Working Artists
Ventura) affordable housing
development. After a long and
winding road the SHORE is the
successor to the Daybreak
Center which was first envi-
sioned more than a decade ago.

Construction recently began
on the project at the corner of
Ventura Avenue and Thompson
Blvd. When it is completed it
will include 15 units of perma-
nent supportive housing, 54
units of affordable housing for
artists and 13 market-rate units.

Project Understanding will
provide the supportive services
for the residents of the support-
ive housing units as well as ser-
vices to the other low-income
residents of the project.

Permanent supportive hous-
ing is housing designed for
homeless families and individu-
als who need assistance in deal-

See SHORE, Page 3
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Third Time’s a
Charm for the
$MILE Event
n After rain out last year,
third annual event is 
scheduled forSeptember27.

How far will a dollar go?
Well, a dollar is about six

inches long. Laid end to end, a
mile’s worth will equal more
than $10,000.

On September 27, 2008,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Plaza
Park in Ventura, teams of 
volunteers will be laying down
facsimile dollars they and others
will have raised in the third
annual $MILE event. 

While September is still a
while away, this is a good time
for you or your business to
become a sponsor of the event
or for your group to schedule
your participation. Please use
the forms on page 2 to let us
know of your wishes.

How You Can Help
You can help by volunteer-

ing at the event, either as an
individual or as part of a team
of people from work, or church
or a club, a sports team or just a
group of friends.  

You can also help by being
a sponsor to help defray the
costs of the day and to show

See $MILE Event, Page 2

Thanks to the
Advisory
Committee

As Daybreak becomes the
SHOREProject, we

wish to thank the following
people for their service on
the Daybreak Advisory
Committee:

Judy Alexandre
Dr. Trudy Arriaga
Mary Carr
Rodney Fernandez
Tim Gallagher
Rabbi Lisa Hochberg-Miller
Mindy Johnson
Dennis and Jeannette 

Longwill
Mike McGuire
Pat Miller
Suz Montgomery
Roy Schneider
Gary Tuttle
Marcos Vargas
Les and Judy Vielbig

The picture is an artist’ s rendering of the
Thomp son Blvd. front age of the W AV project.



your support for the work of
Project Understanding. u
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$MILE Event
Continued From Page 1

Sponsorship Levels

Event Title Sponsor
$5,000 orMor e

Entitles sponsor to name and logo placement in all references
in print for the event, logo placement on signage at the even,
and thanks in four issues of Project Understanding’s newsletter.

Four Minute Miler
$250 - $1,000

Entitles sponsor to a listing on the first page of the brochure,
thanks in two issues of Project Understanding’s newsletter and
the right to place a display at the $MILE event.

Half Miler
$100 - $250

Entitles sponsor to a listing in the brochure, thanks in two
issues of Project Understanding’s newsletter and the right to
place brochures or business cards at the $MILE event.

Quarter Miler
$50 - $100

Entitles sponsor to a listing in the brochure and thanks in
Project Understanding’s newsletter.

$MILE
Sponsorship

Name as you wish it to
appear in the brochure,
advertising and announce-
ments:

_______________________

_______________________

Contact Person: 

_______________________

_______________________

Phone:

_______________________

Address:

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

Sponsorship
Levels 

q Event Title Sponsor
$5,000 or more

q Four-Minute Miler
$250-$1,000  

q Half Miler
$100-$250

q Quarter Miler
$50-$100 

$MILE Volunteers
I wish to volunteer for $MILE:

q As an individual:

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________________

q As part of a group at the event:

Name of Group or Organization:
____________________________________________________

Contact Name: 
____________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________________



Postal Workers
“Stamp Out
Hunger” Drive
By Randy Ringen
Food Pantry Coordinator

Project Understanding
received literally three-

vehicle loads of food on Satur-
day, May 10, 2008. That’s how
much employees of the United
States Postal Service collected
during their annual “Stamp Out
Hunger” food drive. Howard
Young, a member of East-
minster Church and a volunteer
at Project Understanding,
brought his truck to the back of
post office at 2150 Pickwick Dr.
in Camarillo, while I brought a
Buick Le Sabre in the early
afternoon. There we waited with
several other charitable groups
for the food to roll in.

Throughout the rest of the
day, Howard and I watched as
postal jeeps arrived at the park-
ing lot to unload their cargoes
of donations; at one point, the
line of vehicles extended almost
to the street. Donations were
unloaded by the postal workers
and then wheeled to us in mail
carts. When it became clear that
there would not be enough
room in either of our vehicles to
handle the seemingly unceasing
stream of carts laden with
goods, my mother, Florence
Ringen, heeded my urgent cell
phone call for help and drove
over another car to pick up the
additional food.

After it was all over, we
headed to Project Understand-
ing to disgorge our booty. While
I was unable to count or weigh
all of the donations, I can report
that as of mid-May, nearly all of
the shelves in the main pantry

of Project Understand-
ing are full, and the
two back pantries hold
a plentiful supply of
canned and dried
goods. The generosity
of Ventura County
never ceases to
astound me!

I wish to extend
special thanks to
Howard for his
patience in waiting
throughout the after-
noon for deliveries and
for working hard to
organize the items.
Further thanks go to
my mother, Florence,
who in addition to driving a car
of food, spent four hours with
me the next day, Mother’s Day,
sorting out piles of goods in the
Project Understanding pantry.
Without either of them, I would
have been unable to collect
nearly as much food as we did.

Ventura County is big-heart-
ed; your donations prove that.
Nonetheless, in these trying
economic times, need is always
on the verge of overwhelming
charity. Indeed, before the
“Stamp Out Hunger” drive,
many of the shelves of the
pantry were empty. As of mid-
May, the pantry is already
beginning to run out of cereal,
peanut butter, and refried beans,
though we are well set with
spaghetti, canned tomatoes,
soup, and juices. Though some-
times it seems that the need is
never-ending while resources
are limited, your giving makes a
difference in the lives of thou-
sands. Indeed, without you,
many people will have a diffi -
cult time just getting enough to
eat. So keep up the good work,
and God bless you for your 
generosity. u
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Pantry coordinator Randy Ringen (L) and volunteer Howard
Young t ake a break from unloading the post al workers’ food
collected at the “S tamp Out Hunger” food drive on May 10.

ing with the issues that led to
their homelessness in the first
place. Whatever those issues
are, they will need the assis-
tance of an on-site case manag-
er who will provide them with
and help them find the support
services they need.

This permanent supportive
housing project is the end result
of more than 12 years of effort
on the part of Project Under-
standing and many others in the
community. While the goal has
always been to help homeless
families and individuals return
to housing, the actual shape of
the project has changed as con-
ditions have changed over the
past decade. 

So as this milestone con-
struction finally begins, we
wish to express our deep appre-
ciation to all those who have
journeyed with us along the
way even as we look forward
with anticipation to the exciting
possibilities that lie ahead. u

SHORE
Continued From Page 1



Board of Directors
vvv

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
President

Judy Alexandre
Vice-President

Dolores “De De” Taylor
Secretary

Tom Hallock
Treasurer

Kar en Campbell

Dorothy Prairie

Dave Schulze

Jerry Schwartz

Mar y L. Watson

Dale Watson

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes 
SARAH Coordinator

Maria Holmen
Business Manager

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Randy Ringen 
Pantry Coordinator

Roseann Stockman
Administrative Assistant

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Receptionist

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.

4
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Ar e You Ready
for a Food Pantry
Challenge?
By Patricia Dunn of College
United Methodist Church

Realizing that our contribu-
tions to the Food Pantry at

Project Understanding were 
getting less and less, the Asbury
Sunday School Class at College
United Methodist Church 
decided to challenge the con-
gregation to see if we could 
collect enough food to fill a
pickup truck. 

Each Sunday in church a
graph was presented showing
the weekly amounts. We deliv-
ered the truckload this week.

But our challenge isn’t over.
Now we are challenging them
to “Keep It Up.” 

Then we thought, “Why
stop there?” So the Asbury
Sunday School Class at College
United Methodist Church is
challenging all the “Friends” of
Project Understanding. Can you

From lef t to right are Betty Harris, Patricia Dunn, Marla W ard, and Sue
Ellen Fowler of College United Methodist Church. They p articip ated in
the collection of a truckload of food for the Pantry .

National Charity League Chapter president Marila Cook (L) and vice
president of philanthropy T oni Sant ana (2nd from R) present a check
to Project Underst anding executive director Rick Pearson and busi -
ness manager Maria Hilmen (R).

NCL Support 
of Project Under-
standing Enters
Its Third Decade

The National Charity League
(NCL) is an organization

whose mission is to foster
mother-daughter relationships in
a philanthropic organization
committed to community ser-
vice, leadership development
and cultural experiences. For
NCL in Ventura County that has
translated into more than 20
years of service and support
here at Project Understanding.

The daughters who are
NCL participants now were not
even born when the organiza-
tion first provided volunteers
and financial support to Project
Understanding. 

We cannot express strongly
enough our deep and abiding
appreciation to and affection for
all of the mothers and daughters
who make up the Ventura
Chapter of the National Charity
League. u

collect a truckload of food
items for the Food Pantry of
Project Understanding? 

All you have to do is pick
up an extra item or two each
week when you go to the super-
market and bring it to your col-
lection location. What a worth-
while way to help with our
local missions.

The challenge is on! u
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Thank you to the following peo-
ple and groups who contributed
cash to ourprogram during the
month of April:

Individuals
James & Joanne Abing
Judy Alexandre
Helen Archer
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Marion Baranowski
Patricia Barrett
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
George & Joy Berger
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam Arichea
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
John Broms, M.D.
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Gladys Carlson
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Helen Crouch
Joann Cunningham
Harriet Curry
Lorelle Dawes
Richard & Gertrude Desposato
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Velma Everton
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Betty Fiorentine
Robert & Sharon Fleur
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Harold & Norma Fulkerson
Ruth Gallagher
Thomas & Lois Gallardo
Robert Garrison
Robert & Betty Gips
Les Goldberg
Candy & Paul Gooding

Clyde & Mabel Gorden
Iris Gruwell
Christoph & Loren Haar
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Kay Hannah
Ivan & Joyce Harkey
Betty Harris
James & Mary Harrison
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Wilma Hays
H. Lee & Margaret Heise
Carol Hertel
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Ronald & Barbara Hudoba
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Carroll Hudson
JoAnn Jackley
Lois Jeavons
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Judi Kelly
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Patricia Kochel
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Ada Kudron
Jordan & Sandra Laby
Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere
Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Wanda Laurence
Byron & Irene Lawler
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Laura Longwill
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Gary Lundquist
Don & Lucy Lyman
Sylvia Mack
Jacqueline Manley
John & Frances Marshall
Art & Jean Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Thomas & Marilyn Menaugh
Leo Meyer
Barbara Mickey
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Byron & Laura Moline
Betty Moon
Alfred Mottola

Gail Narkevic
Valerie Norman
Susan Olson
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Jonathan Pearson Magoon & Karen

Magoon Pearson
Wallace Pearson
Jim & Amy Perkins
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
Robert & Lupe Piros
John & Anna Powell
Tom & Pamela Prinz
Diane Rennell
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Sharon & William Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Joanne Stone
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Dolores Taylor
Robert & Kathie Tobias
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Les & Judy Vielbig
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
Dale & Mary Watson
Donnet & Phyllis Wilt
John & Paulina Wolfe

In honor of:
50th anniversary of Verna & 
Herman Kagan

Given by:
Robert & Arleen Chatenever

In memory of:
Dorothy Kendrick

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Given by:
Robert & Rosalind Thomas

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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In memory of:
Hope Pearson

Given by:
Ventura County Jewish Council

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Project Understanding Board

of Directors
Gloria Lewis
John & Frances Marshall
Robert & Hope Williamson

In memory of:
Jeannette Ross

Given by:
Jean Nussman
Les & Judy Vielbig

In memory of:
Maureen Herman

Given by:
Wilbur & Helen Gayhart

In honor of:
Midge Stork’s birthday

Given by:
Sylvia Mack

In honor of:
Renee Sutton

Given by:
Lori Anaya

In memory of:
Warren Lovingfoss

Given by:
Orbis Energy, Ltd.
James Hurley, Jr. & Shirley 

Hurley
Nancy & James Quam
Joe & Charlene Schmidt
Arnold & Joan Travis

Churches and Organizations
Albertson’s
Church of the Foothills
County of Ventura
David & Rae Wiener Foundation 

Inc.
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
First Assembly of God of Ventura
Genworth Life and Annuity 

Insurance Company
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Ojai Presbyterian Church
PEO Sisterhood Chapter IU

Pro Beauty of Ventura, Corp.
Pythian Sisters
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura
Trinity Community Church
Unitarian Universalist Church
United Way of Ventura County
United Way, Other, United Way/ 

Edison International
Ventura Missionary Church

Thank you to the following peo-
ple and groups who contributed
food and otheritems to our pro-
gram during the month of April:

Individuals
George & Sharon Berg
Martin Dailey
Larry & Carol Dawes
Robert Fennern
Wayne & Vicki Galler
Les Goldberg
Ruth Hampton
Kay Hoyt
Peter & Martha Jaffe
Kevin & Sharon Krumdieck
Frank Maggio
Byron & Laura Moline
Bernard & Phyllis Pivo
Bruce & Signe Smale
Janet Tani
Leonard & Marsha Weber

Churches and Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Challenge Dairy
Church of the Foothills
Citrus Glen Elementary School
College United Methodist Church
Community Action of Ventura 

County
Community of Christ Church
Community Presbyterian Church
CVS Pharmacy, Ventura
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
First United Methodist Church of 

Ventura
FOOD Share
Friends of the Library
Grace Lutheran Church
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Matilija Bottled Water
Peet’s Coffee House

Pythian Sisters
San Buenaventura Women’s Club
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura
Starbucks
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church
Unitarian Universalist Church
Unity Church
Unity of Ventura
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons, Thompson Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Sustaining
Donors 

Sustaining donors are those
who make a single gift of

$1,000 or more. To show our
appreciation for their support,
they are listed here for 12
months. 

Edward & Jill Banman 
Judith Chamberlin  
Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer & 
Yvon Chouinard

Austin & Mary Jo Coe 
William Corkins & Diane 
Federle 

Peter & Diane Dowler
Mark & Janet Goldenson 
Richard & Linda Hatcher
David Jaffe & Elizabeth West 
Shelley Jones 
Kearney Family Fund
Echo Kukuchek 
Aurora Loss 
Evea Merrick 
Leah Ohse 
Richard & Ellen Pearson 
Robert & Lupe Piros
Tom & Pamela Prinz 
Michael & Pamela Swartout 
Fred & Barbara Tomblin 
Marion Ward
James & Marilyn Williams
Robert Willis
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Saving the Planet?
What’s in It for Me?
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

National Public Radio
recently broadcast a story

about slugs. Not the slimy pests
in the garden. No, these slugs
are people who are willing to
ride to work with someone they
don’t know so the driver can
use the carpool lane.

The slugs gather in lines in
known locations and the drivers
go down the line giving their
destination. They take the first
slug who is going their way.

There are unwritten but
well understood rules. No
smoking, eating or drinking. No

discussion of religion or poli-
tics. Usually no names. This is
purely an arrangement of 
mutual convenience.

The reporter interviewed a
number of slugs and asked them
why they get into a car with
someone who they do not know
and may never see again. Just
about all said it was to save
time or money or both. Not one
person who was interviewed
said that he (and they were all
male) did it to lighten his 
carbon footprint. None said that
they felt a need to conserve a
scarce resource.

Thirty years ago when 
gasoline was scarce the Admin-
istration in Washington saw
conservation as a viable alterna-
tive. We lowered the speed limit
and bought smaller, more gas-
efficient cars.

This time the solution the

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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Administration offers is to drill
for more oil in ecologically 
sensitive habitats. And people
become slugs for purely person-
al motives. 

I am just afraid that the 
survival of the planet will not
raise high enough on our scale
of personal motives to save the
planet. u
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