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June 19 performance
made possible by spon -
sorship of Grossman
Imaging Center .
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Benefit Perform- Tuesdays with Mate Nominations

ance at Rubicon
on Father's Day

ickets are still available for

the Project Understanding
Fathets Day Benefit Perfer
mance offuesdays with Maie
at the Rubicomheatre inven
tura. This performance is made
possible through a
generous gift from
Grossman Imaging
Center Dr. Irwin
Grossman, medical
director

The performance
begins at 7 p.m. and
will be followed by
a reception at the
theatre where you wil
have an opportunity to meet th
actors from the play

The RubicoriTheatre is an
intimate theatre located at 100
East Main &eet inVenturas
Downtown Cultural District.
Tickets for the performance are
$50 with speciaVIP tickets
available for $75VIP tickets
include seating in a special
reserved section, recognition i
the program and a unique gift
related to the play and cast.

The play is based on the
book by MitchAlbom. This
autobiographical story appeare
on The New &tk TimesBest
seller List for more than four
years and an EmmAward-

b

winning television movie.

follows a successful sports
journalist who is driven solely
by his careeruntil he learns tha
a former college professor is
battling Lou Gehrigs disease.
The student and teacher are
reunited, and what begins as a
quick visit turns into a weekly
pilgrimage and an unfgettable
and astonishing lesson on the
meaning of life Award-winning
actors Harold Gould and Josep
Fuqua return to the Rubicon
stage under the direction of
Jenny Sullivan.

Tickets for this performance

are only available through Rro
ject Understandingrou may

order tickets by using the form
on page 2 or from any membe
of the board of directors or by

- calling Debbie Beers, 652-1326

Don’t miss this excellent
Fathets Day opportunityu

nnnnnn

The play based on
the beloved bestseller
Over 5 million copies s v.ld!
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Sought for the

' Dan Sevens

ShalomAward

he Dan &vens Shalom

Award was created in
2002 to honor the ministry
and work of the RevDan
Stevens, who had been the

fpastor of Eastminster Presby
terian Church for more than a
quarter of a centunpDan was
also the first recipient of the
award in October of 2002.

The award is presented
annually to a person who is a
resident oiVentura County
who has positively impacted
his or her community (either
locally or globally) in the
areas of peace and social
justice.

The underlying basis for
the award and the selection of
the recipient is the following
statement from the Project
Understanding tatement of
Principles:

In the Spirit of Shalom —
the Biblical concept of whole
ness — Ryject Understanding
seeks to bring wholeness and
reconciliation to a boken
world. Shalom means peace,
but it also means justice,
reconciliation with our
neighbors, posperity for the

See ShalonAward, Page 3



Collaboration of
Daybreak Living
Center, Artspace
Is a Possibility

s has been reported in the
local newspapergrtspace
and Project Understandirsg’
Daybreak Living Center are
in discussions concernin
Q a joint efort in down
town Ventura to pre
Daybreak vide both affordable
Living
Center

housing and transi
tional housing for
homeless people
who wish to end
their homelessness.
That means that
Daybreak, a place for
homeless families and indi
viduals to begin to work towarg
self-suficiency, is closer to
becoming a reality

Project Understanding has
been working to site and creats
the Daybreak Center for more
than five yearsThis partnership
with the City ofVentura and
Artspace Projects is very
promising.

The mission oArtspace
Projects is to create, foster ang
preserve dbrdable space for
artists and arts ganizations.
They pursue this mission
through development projects,
asset management activities,
consulting services, and cem
munity-building activities
that serve artists and arts
organizations from a variety
of economic circumstances. By
creating this spacéyrtspace
supports the continued profes
sional growth of artists and
enhances the cultural and
economic vitality of the sur
rounding communityArtspace
is nowAmericas leading

for the arts.

Artspace is working with
the City ofVentura to create
approximately 50 units of artis]
live/lwork space and related
commercial space iMentura.
Since the city has also agreed
find a location for the Daybreal
Living Center there was genera
agreement by all parties that th
most workable solution would

0 be to collocate these compatib
projects at one site.

Therefore, Project Under
standing andrtspace are in
discussions on how such a
collaboration might work.

A location at the corner of
VenturaAvenue and hompson
in downtownVentura is the

taigeted site.

This would not be the first
time for Artspace to include
transitional housing in one of
their projects. In a development
in Minneapolis, artists and tran

taitional living clients share a
downtown locationArtspace

Al reports that the collaboration is

egoing quite well.

Artspace is a well-

eestablished developer of
affordable housing and Project
Understanding is pleased to
have the opportunity to work
cooperatively with them/e
look forward to having good
news to share with our patient
supporters. Daybreak may
indeed, be dawning.
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Tuesdays With Morri

0 Performanc
awwssox?d Jne 19, 20

Please send me
Benefit Performance ($50 per ticket).
Please send me

BenefiPerformance ($75 per ticket).
Check enclosed for $

B
I
1

e
Benefit
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ticket(s) for the

VIRicket(s) for the

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Make checks paya

nonprofit real estate developer

Ticket orders received after June 10, 2005,
will be available for pickup at the door.

ble to Project Understanding.
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The County
Schools Federal
Credit Union
Festival of
Hobbies Is Just
WeeksAway

As we have reported in pre
vious months, the County
Schools Federal Credit Union
Festival of Hobbies is schedulg
for SaturdayJuly 9, 2005, at
theAnacapa Middle School at
Mills and Telegraph roads in
Ventura.

This event will have some
thing for everyoneThere will
be a silent auction with items
related to all kinds of hobbies.
There will be entertainment,
there will be activities for chil
dren and there will be vendor
displays, and demonstrations I
hobby-related businesseésd,
of course, there will be food.
Proceeds from this event will
benefit the Project Understand

ing Tutoring Program and Focus

on Food Pantry

We anticipate that this will
be a great day but it will take
lots of people-power to pull it
off. We need volunteers to per
form a myriad of tasks both on
the day of the event and during
the weeks leading up to the
event.

Volunteers are needed to
help with the childrers

* County Schools

-
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%14 FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Thank you to the County
Schools Federal Credit Union
for being the T itle Sponsor
for this year 's
Festival of Hobbies.
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activities, with the various
booths, with the silent auction
and with computer data entry

If you want to help Project
Understanding and have a gre
day at the same time, please
give Debbie Beers a call at
652-1326, extension 26, and
join the Festival of Hobbies
team.u

Cathedral

Continued From Page 8

whole project became real to
them.They could see how wha
they were doing fit into the
entire scheme of thinggvhat
they had done dutifully the day
before, now they did excitedly
They anticipated tasks and eve
made suggestions for improve
ments in the design.

In an enterprise like Projec
Understanding, there is always
the danger of simply fitting
stones togethedust putting
food on shelves or raising
money or maintaining old buid
ings and equipment.

People who want to volun
teer will sometimes call and
ask, “What can | do?Too often
the easy answer is simply to
give them a job, to give them 3
task to do. It is harder to bring
them into the vision.

The Project Understanding
mission statement says that ha
of our mission is to provide
avenues for those who wish to
serve others. “Others” means
other people, not buildings or
agencies or programs$o
change lives, not to do tasks.
To be in relationship, not to fit
stones together

Please call us — join us —
challenge usTogetherwe can
build a cathedrak

ShalomAward

Continued From Page 1

society (not just for some
individuals), healthy minds,
bodies and spirits, and onenes
with God and God’ creation.

j%

Board seeks nominations
for this year's award.
The board of directors of

Project Understanding is seek
ing nominations for
this years award. If
you know someone
who meets the criter 3
t outlined above, plea: ¢
call Debbie Beers at s
Project Understandirg
(652-1326) and ask for a nomi
nation form. Nominations are
xrdue by July 8, 2005.

The recipient will be chose

from the nominees by a selec

t tion committee and the decisio
announced in thAugust edition
of the Project Understanding
News.

The award will be presente
at a reception held in the fall.
The date and place of the reee
tion will also be announced in
theAugust newsletterand the
public will be invited to attend
and help us honor this yésr
recipient.

In addition to Dan ®vens,
the previous recipients of the
award are DrRobert Dodge,

[fwho received the award in 200
for his work in the area of pead
and reconciliation through suck
groups as Physicians for Socia
Responsibility and Citizens for
Peaceful Resolutions (a local
organization that DrDodge
founded).

And also Cathy Brudnicki
received the 2004 award last
year for her leadership for mor
than a decade in localfefts to
end homelessness.
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Board of Directors
VW
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
President
Howard Bolinger, Vice-President
Ann Tobin, Secretary
Judy Alexandre, Past President
Karen Campbell
Mary Carr
Eloisa de la Rosa
Rev. Don Dewey
James Farley
Tom Hallock
Larr y Matheney
Dennis Mitchell

Saff

VW

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Debbie Beers
AdministrativeAssistant

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt

Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

ShelleyWilmeth

Receptionist

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
Poject Understanding is a faith based agency established on the pring
ples and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission is twofold:
to do justice by serving the podrungry and oppressed with compassion
and mercyand to provide avenues for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individual local churches and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortuidte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisSThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through
communications, advocacyetworking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsvientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homelesgeottura County

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide yeannd emegency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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In Memoriam:
Bertie Gaertner

By ShelleyWilmeth
Receptionist

I n memory of Bertha C.
“Bertie” Gaertner who passe
away suddenly on Sunday
May 1, 2005. Bertie was a
constant volunteer at Project
Understanding and at other

places. She had been at Projec

Understanding just two days

Bertie Gaertner , a longtime
volunteer , passed away May 1.

previously to help prepare last
months newsletter for mailing.

Bertie began volunteering &
Project Understanding about 1
years ago when the Christian
Service Committee members @
Our Lady ofAssumption
Church came to prepare the
newsletter for mailing.

She was also active in
Caregivers/olunteersAssisting
the Elderly driving people to

their appointments or wherever

they had to go. She also volun
teered at the Montalvo Police
Storefront.

Bertie was known as the
Newsletter Queen Bee becaus
of her eforts in oganizing the
other volunteers working on th
newsletterBertie also enjoyed
working in the Food Pantry
once a month with her longtimg

friend, Agnes Sylvester

Bertie will be remembered
as a dear and caring friend to
all, who was known for always
helping others. She was a gen
tle, lovable woman who went
on the fast track to heaven, an
if there’s a newsletter in heave

p Bertie will be stapling away

Survey of
"Homeless People

Challenges

Sereotypes

or the ninth year in a rqw

theVentura County Home
less and Housing Coalition has
conducted a survey of homeles
people. Each yeathe survey
gives a point-in-time snapshot
of people who are staying in
emegency shelters and transi
tional housing throughout
Ventura CountyThis year a
total of 562 people were in 22
locations countywide.

The answers that the
respondents gave to the surve
questions often contradict our
preconceived ideas of who
fhomeless people are.

For example, while the
most common image of home
lessness is the single male
living on the street, the reality
is that more than half (54%) of
those sheltered on that night
were women and childreihis
is the fourth year in a row that
more than half were women ar
children.

Another commonly held
idea is that homeless people
come here from other places
, because either the weather or
" the services are bettétowever

63% of the people included in
. the survey reported that they

At

e

have lived inventura County
for more than ten years and
36% have lived here more thar
a quarter of a century
It is also heartbreaking to
reflect on how young many of
dthe children are who are dealir
n,with homelessness. Of the chil
dren who were in the survey
group that night, more than ha
were under the age of six.
Once again, this survey
helps us to remember that
people who are homeless are
people first, not stereotypes.
And as people, they deserve t¢
be treated with dignity and
respectu

 Helpers Needed in
AvenueTutoring
Summer Program

By MarciaWakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

his year theAvenue

Tutoring Center will hold
its annual summer enrichment

Y program from June 20 to 30.
Our theme will be Exploring
Plant Science and Ecolagi/e
will be learning about our
natural world, and we hope to
visit the Santa Barbara Botanig
Garden and take the ecology
boat trip at Lake Casitagve
will also have lots of activities
at ourAvenue Center

If you have knowledge or &
skill to share related to our

dtopic, we would appreciate you
help.We also need more peopl
to help with in-center activities
provide healthy snacks or drive
to the field trips.

For more information about
how you can take part in this
fun activity, please call Marcia
at 652-1326u

g
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Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and goups who
contributed cash to our
program during the month
of April:

Individuals
DeniseAbdun-Nur
JudyAlexandre
Thomas & LaurdAndreoli
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Marion Baranowski
Loye Barton
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
Maurice & Carol Bickford
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jefrey Brackett & Miriam

Arichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Brobgr
Martha & Richard Brunner
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Raymond & Pat Cain
Stanley & Gladys Carlson
Thomas & Joan Carr
Roger Case
Robert & Elaine Castle
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Matt Coursse
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Paul & Denise Derse

Richard & Gertrude Desposatd

Margaret Dixon

Dan & Mary Doll
Henry & Jessie Duim
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Barbara Eggert

Ed & Beverly Eidson
Patricia Ellison

James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Betty Lou Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano

Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Mildred Fitch

William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler

Oliver Freeman

Ruth Gallagher

Robert & Barbara Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
James & Geraldine Goforth
Albert Goldbeg

Candy & Paul Gooding
Carol Greeby

Gene & De Lois Greer

Iris Gruwell

Ronald & Pickens Halt

Joy Hamlat

William & Catherine Hannah
Betty Harris

Wilma Hays

Jane Helm

Mike Hershey

William & Pauline Hinds
Thomas & Genevieve Hinkle
Charles &Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne

Eugenie Howard

Norman &Ann Hudson
JoAnn Jackley

Jay & Mindy Johnson

Paul Kanarek

Dolores Keith

David & Ruth Kille

Donald King

Eunice Koch

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Janice Kuzemko
Constance Laferriere
Byron & Rene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Geoge Loff'swold

Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Aurora Loss

Frances Lowe

Geoge Lozano

Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman

Nancy MacConell

Sylvia Mack

Art & Jean Marshall

John & Frances Marshall
Shane &WVendy Matthews
Frank & Charaline Maxim
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Harris Measures

Luceille Merkel

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Wayne &Verna Montgomery
Alfred Mottola

Robert Nieubeay

Douglas & Diane Cf
Susan Olson

Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Alan & Kristine Plasch
John &Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie

David & Reva Redmond
David & Thayer Reese
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Anne Rubin

Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
William Schneider
Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Maria Sepulveda

Becky Sexauer

Dr. William & Louise Sherman

Charles & Jeannette Simmons

Ira & Esther Sorkin
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Charles & DorothyTubbs
Les & JudyVielbig
Ruberdavigen
BlancheViles
BernardVisser

Daniel & Joanné&Vakelee
Mary JanéNallace

Dale & MaryWatson
Troy & PatsyWhitteker



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

James & Marilyrilliams
Doris Williams

In honor of:
Alan Alpers

Given by:
AnneAlpers

In honor of:
AnneAlpers, Happy
Birthday

Given by:

Judith &W. R Ditzler

In memory of:
Babette Amirkhan

Given by:
llene Adelstein
Patricia Barrett
Joyce Ruth Bunkin
Karen Kohn
Renee Lamouree
Karen Lough
Carol Sank
Roberta Schoenherr
ElizabethTigar
LeonYengoyan

In memory of:
Bob Batelaan
Given by:
Donald & MaryAnn Benton

In memory of:
Elsie Carr

Given by:
Agnes Riedmiller

In memory of:
Everett L. Holmes
Given by:
Mason & Carolyn Parrish

In memory of:

Frank Joseph Brennan
Given by:

Lila Atkisson

In memory of:
Leah Mednick

Given by:
Isabel Levitt

In memory of:
Mary Farley
Given by:
Dorothy Beckerdite
Robert Harmon
Robert & Patricia Houtz

In memory of:

Maureen Herman
Given by:

Wilbur & Helen Gayhart

In memory of:
RobertAnderson

Given by:
Rose MarievoelkerAnderson

In honor of:

Sarah Hardcastle
Given by:

Michael Argust

Churches & Organizations

Church of the Foothills

City of San Buenaventura

College United Methodist
Church,Womens Group

CostcoWholesale

County ofVentura

Eastminster Presbyterian
Church

First Assembly of God of
Ventura

First Baptist Church ofentura

First United Methodist Church
of Ventura

First United Methodist Church
of Ventura, Mariposa
Fellowship

Horizon Foursquare Church

James R. DearddyfO.D. Inc.

Live Oak Christian Fellowship

Martin V. and Martha K. Smith
Foundation

National Charity League,
Eleventh Gradd&icktockers

Ojai Presbyterian Church

Pythian Sisters

Soroptimist International of
Ventura

S. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

United MethodistWVomen

United Way

United Way, Other

Ventura College of Law

Westminster Presbyterian
Church

Thank you to the following
people and goups who
contributed food and other
items to our program during
the month of April:

Individuals

RoseAnderson

Sherri Bjorndahl

Gina Cole
William & Pauline Hinds
GeogeTilquist & Eleanor
Tilquist

KathrynWilbur

Churches & Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally IlI
Anacapa Bread Company
Cub Scouts, Pack 31-34,

Den 7
First United Methodist Church

of Ventura
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Peets Cofee & Tea House
San Buenaventund/omens

Club
Soroptimist International of

Ventura
Starbucks
Trader Joes
Unitarian Universalist Church
Von’'s GroceryHarbor Blvd.
Von’'s GroceryTelegraph Rd.
Von’'s GroceryThompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson
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TogetherWe Can
Build a Cathedral

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

once read an article about

the building of the National
Cathedral inWashington, D.C.
The cathedral took 83 years to
complete (from 1907 to 1990).
Towards the end, the work on
the build

o a

‘o4 ing was
£ 4 being
slowed
because it
| was
becoming
harder
23 and hard
" ertoto

Construction 6n the National
Cathedral in the 1930s.

find the
skilled
stonecutters needed to preparg
and dress the stones from whig
the cathedral was builA news
paper editor became interesteq
in the story and sent a reporter
to interview some of these
workers.

On the job site, the reporte

approached one stonecutter and
asked him what he was doing.
“I am shaping this stone so that
it fits into that space over
there,” was the reply

The reporter asked a secor
stonecutter what he was doing
“l am building a cathedral,” he
said.

| have learned from
experience the vast tifence
between these responses.

| once took a youth work
team from a church to a camp
facility in Wisconsin to build a
tire-and-post jungle gym. |
designed the structure to fit in
space and needs that the cam
manager sent me, and | showe
my plans to the youth.

Due, no doubt, to my lack
of skills as an artist, the youth
did not really grasp the concep
of what | hoped we would
build. But when we arrived at
the camp, they dutifully did
what | askedThey measured
i and cut and carried the tele
’rbhone polesThey lugged and

drilled holes in the tires.

Then, a day or two into
the project, a magical thing
happened. My crude sketches

| began to take shape and the

d
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See Cathedral, Page 3|
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