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Annual Survey
Shows Many
Women, Children
Homeless

For the last eight years, the
Ventura County Homeless

and Housing Coalition has
sponsored a point in time survey
of homeless people who are
sheltered on a single night in
Ventura County. This year the
survey population included a
total of 525 persons. 

It is important to understand
that this is not a census of
homeless persons in Ventura
County, but only those who
were in shelters on that one
night. Estimates of the county’s

homeless population range
between 4,000 and 7,000 per-
sons. This is consistent with the
national average of 1% of an
area’s population being home-
less. What follows is a summary
of the survey’s findings.

For the third year in a row,
women and children comprised
over half of the persons present
on homeless survey night.
Among the 525 persons in our
survey, 146 were women and
125 children. Beyond these chil-
dren present that night, there
were 69 parents hoping to
reunite with an additional 138
children. All of these children
are likely among the 34% of
Ventura County’s children who
live below the federal poverty
level. Our First Five Commis-
sion found that 12% (7,648) are
children under five years old.
On survey night, 56 of the shel-
tered children were under five
years old. Thirty-four adults told
us they could remember being
homeless as children.

Some times people assume
that those who are homeless
remain so voluntarily, as a cho-
sen way of life. In fact, those
we interviewed told us other-
wise. Only eight persons were
not interested in moving off the
streets. During the seven to
eight months that the shelters
are closed, 66% report that they
literally live “on the streets,” “in
the bushes,” or “in a car.” This
is an even more disturbing 

statistic when we realize how
many of these persons are
plagued by poor health and 
disabilities. One-third self-
identified as being mentally ill,
one-quarter are physically 
disabled and one-half struggle
with issues of alcohol or drug
addictions. Some deal with 
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$18,700 Given
Toward $25,000
Year-End Goal

Project Understanding 
wishes to express deep

gratitude to all who have
responded to our appeal last
month for a special gift to help
close our funding deficit. 

You may recall that we
reported that we were likely to
be $25,000 short when our fis-
cal year ends on June 30, 2004.

We are happy to report that,
as of May 21, we have received
59 gifts totaling more than
$18,700. Thank you so much to
all who have given.

And it is not too late to help
us close the gap. Your gift may
be of any amount, but we do
request that it be an extra gift
over your usual giving. Please
write “Special Gift” on the
memo line of the check or on
the envelope.

Key Survey Findings 
of Homeless Persons 

in Ventura County in 2004
Sponsored and conducted by the 

Ventura County Homeless and Housing Coalition

n Persons sheltered are longtime county
residents; 64% have lived locally for ten
years or more (59% last year).

n Over half of those sheltered (52%) were
women and children (51% last year).

n There are many newly homeless; 50%
were using shelters for the first time 
(64% last year).

n 54% literally sleep on the streets or in
the bushes when the shelters are closed 
(48% last year).

See Year-End Goal, Page3

See Survey, Page2



Thacher Students
Work With Smiles
By Kendra Folsom
Administrative Assistant

I t was a sunny Sunday morn-
ing when the big yellow bus

pulled up outside the Project
Understanding Reception
Center. The doors creaked open
and out scrambled a sea of 
smiling exuberant faces! 

Forty-one students from
Thacher school arrived with
their advisor, Megan Carney, to
take on the many tasks that
waited for them. 

They emptied bookshelves
in the Tutoring Center, cleaned
the shelves, wiped down the
books, and reorganized them.
There wasn’t a weed safe on the
property — they pulled them
all! The thorny bougainvillea
that had overgrown the back
walk was attacked by several

students
wielding a
vicious
hedge
trimmer.
The planter
in front 
of the
Reception
Center was
stripped of

weeds and debris, weed block
laid down, and rock carefully
and artfully placed to perma-
nently win the war of the
weeds! They shredded boxes of
papers, cleaned mini blinds,
deep vacuumed carpets. All the
while the smiles never faded.
They worked as hard or harder
than any group of young adults
I have seen. They were polite
and attentive to the task at hand.

Project Understanding
strives to make our facility as

welcoming as possible for the
population we serve. We feel
it’s one small thing we can do
to let our clients know we care.
These young adults helped
tremendously in that endeavor.
Thank you, Megan, and all of
the Thacher students who 
participated. u

Calif. Teachers
Association
Honors Betty
Whitney
By Marcia Wakelee, Tutoring
Coordinator

The California Teachers
Association has honored

Betty Whitney
with its Gold
Award, which 
is given each
year to an educa-
tor, a citizen and
a public official
who have made outstanding
contributions to public educa-
tion. Betty is being recognized
as the outstanding citizen this
year. The Ventura Unified
Education Association submit-
ted her name for nomination.

Instrumental in establishing
Project Understanding’s East-
minster Tutoring site, Betty
serves as its site coordinator.
She and other volunteers from
Eastminster Presbyterian
Church have transformed an old
farmhouse on the church prop-
erty into a beautiful place where
children can find help with their
schoolwork. 

A retired teacher, Betty has
drawn on her educational skills
as she recruits and encourages a
wonderful group of tutors,
thoughtfully matches them with

students, and supervises their
progress. The center is now
serving 62 students, mostly
from Serra Elementary School.

Seeing that some parents
needed to learn English, Betty
started an evening English as a
Second Language class. She has
also taught Sunday School and
Parenting Classes. She takes an
active interest in the well-being
of the students and their
families, and the tutors.  

We are thankful for Betty’s
caring spirit, and her devotion
to the children of the East-
minster Tutoring Center. u
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Thacher student s trim overgrown
bougainvillea in our p arking lot.

multiple issues. 
The cycle of poverty and

homelessness can be both brutal
and long term. Over half (52%)
of those in the emergency shel-
ters had not rented a room or
apartment for a year or longer.
Only 19% in transitional hous-
ing and recovery programs had
ever had Section 8 or public
housing assistance. Only one in
five was currently in a Housing
Authority waiting list.

The people sheltered were
not transients passing through
our area. The vast majority are
long-term county residents.
Sixty-four percent have lived
locally for ten years or more.
Less than 10% have lived here
less than a year. 

More of our neighbors are
becoming homeless. They are
women and children. They have
been our neighbors for many
years. The need is great. So
must be our compassion and
response. u

Survey
Continued From Page 1



Upcoming Festival
of Hobbies to Be
Family-Friendly
Event

We hope that many of you
are planning to attend

the Project Understanding
Festival of Hobbies on
Saturday, July 17. The Festival
will be held from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the Anacapa Middle
School at the corner of
Telegraph and Mills, across
from the Pacific View Mall.

This will be an extremely
family-friendly event. There
will be booths with activities for
children. There will be hobby
demonstrations and hands-on
booths for adults.

There will be a barbecue
prepared and served by the
Knights of Columbus. 

And there will be a silent
auction of hobby-related goods
and services.

There are many ways for
you to participate: 

You can come and be a part
of the fun.

You can be one of the
demonstrators showing one of
your interesting hobbies.

You or your business can be
a donor or sponsor. There are
several levels of sponsorship
and advertising is available.
Simply call Kendra Folsom
(652-1326 ext. 30) for more
details. Or you can donate an
item (or several) for the silent
auction.

Or you can volunteer to
help on the day of the event.

However you participate, be
sure to plan now to be a part of
the fun at the Festival of
Hobbies on July 17.

See you there! u
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Below is a list of those
whose gifts were received
through May 21:

Komorowski Land Development
Judy Alexandre
Ruben and Terrie Andrade 
Mary and Thomas Anthony 
William and Dorothy Asano 
Lila Atkisson 
Loye Barton 
Robert and Marilynn Batelaan 
Elizabeth Blanchard 
Barbara Born 
Douglas and Toni Bradley 
Naomi Claypool 
Todd and Cheryl Collart 
Robert and Kenmere Davidson 
Peter and Diane Dowler 
Charles and Martha Dugan 
James and Frances Egan 
Fred and Martha Engle 
Joe and Kim Fiano 
Sue Ellen Fowler 
Gene and De Lois Greer 
Iris Gruwell 
Christoph Haar, D.M.D. 
Betty Harris 
H. Lee and Margaret Heise 
Bob and Lee Horne 

Julie Huffman 
Robert Ingrum 
Peter and Martha Jaffe 
David and Elizabeth Jaffe 
John and Lisa Kintsel 
Eunice Koch 
Echo Kukuchek 
Janice Kuzemko 
Dennis and Jeannette Longwill 
Don and Lucy Lyman 
Sylvia Mack 
Evea Merrick 
Julia Millsap 
Dennis and Deirdre Mitchell 
Jean Nussman 
Helen O’Donnell 
Wallace and Hope Pearson 
Richard and Mary Plain 
Margery Ricards 
Duane Rodgers 
Chris and Kimberly Ronneberg 
Anne Rubin 
Louis and Susan Samonsky 
Salvatore and Mary Saputo 
Allan and Julianne Schulze 
Ira and Esther Sorkin 
Marjorie Steinhouse 
Charles and Joy Strawbridge 
Ruberda Vigen 
John and Laura Whyte 
James and Marilyn Williams 
Donnet and Phyllis Wilt 
John and Paulina Wolfe u

The National Charity League (NCL) is a philanthropic and volunteer organization of
mothers and daughters. They have p artnered with Project Underst anding for nearly 20
years — longer than the current daughters have been alive. The NCL recently presented
a check for $2,500 to Project Underst anding for the upgrading of the computers in the
tutoring program. 
Shown here with executive director Rick Pearson are (from lef t) Carolyn Purdy (V ice
president for philanthropy), Janet Crozier (president), Jane Goodall (co-vice president.
for philanthropy , and Joan S prinkle (vice president for ways and means).

Year-End Goal
Continued From Page 1



Board of Directors
vvv

Judy Alexandre, President

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
Vice President

Barbara Tomblin, Secretary

Robert Farr ow,  Treasurer

Howard Bolinger
Carol Burhoe

Kar en Campbell
Mar y Carr

Rev. Don Dewey
James Farley

Dennis Mitchell
Ann Tobin

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Joe Anguiano
Pantry Coordinator

Lynn Austin
Program Manager

Kari Br ogdin 
Business Manager

Kathleen Ellison
Receptionist and Data Entry

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Kendra Folsom 
Administrative Assistant

Renee Hall 
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Shari Kempton 
SARAH Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Clerical Support

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and 
established on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity
whose mission is twofold: To do justice by serving the poor, 

hungry and oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues
for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individual local churches and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Ventura County Hunger Coalition
A network of church and community-based groups and individuals

committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through communica-
tions, advocacy, networking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Emergency Shelter
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide year-round emergency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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We Welcome
Kathleen Ellison
as Asst. Reception
Coordinator
By Lynn Austin, Program
Manager

A t the gateway to Project
Understanding one now

encounters the
friendly, invit-
ing counte-
nance of our
new assistant
reception 
coordinator,
Kathleen. She
comes from
Gila Bend, Arizona. In her early
20s she became a program man-
ager for the Community Action
Program of Gila Bend. The
CAPis a social service agency
with programs in pantry, job
training, energy assistance,
housing, and referrals. At times,
she traveled to remote desert
villages to deliver services that
were otherwise unavailable.  

In 1987, after three years at
CAP, she moved to Oxnard
where she started her family-
and what a family! Kathleen is
the mother of five, with two sets
of twins. They are all attending
Oxnard schools. Kathleen’s 
husband is a member of the
Longshoremen’s Union.

Kathleen has worked with a
number of well known area
community service agencies:
the Commission for Human
Concerns, the Salvation Army,
and RAIN. 

Kathleen is active in the
Evangel Christian Church of
Oxnard. She fortifies her faith
by reading the Bible and books
of inspiration. Recently, Kath-
leen came up with an eloquently

simple but often overlooked
truth: “The most valuable con-
tribution you can give to some-
one is your time.” u

Kay Hoyt Joins
the Staff as Our
Reception Center
Coordinator
By Lynn Austin, Program
Manager

K ay Hoyt has been appoint-
ed to the position of

Reception Center coordinator,
succeeding Linda Simson. 

Kay hails from Oxnard
where she has lived for more
than 20 years. Her late husband,
a family practice physician,
served the community for some
15 years. Kay was very active
as the office administrator,
insuring that clients got caring,
efficient service.

She attended the College of
San Mateo, where she studied
business. Upon graduation she
was hired by the American
Broadcasting Company in San
Francisco, spending 15 years in
advertising. During the past ten
years, Kay has taken an interest
in pain management. Recently,
she spent two years in a low-
income community in Louisiana
helping clients deal with chron-
ic pain. 

Kay has been active in com-
munity service for years. In
1963, she became an integral
part of The Flying Samaritans,
an international organization
founded by her late husband.
The Samaritans fly medical ser-
vices into remote parts of Baja
Mexico. Kay is still active in
The Samaritans, which now has
2,000 members. 

Also, she was on the board
of Rotary in Louisiana, and she
was president of the Soroptimist
of Oxnard.  

Asked for an early impres-
sion of her work at Project
Understanding,
Kay responded “I
am honored and
excited to be a part
of such a vital
organization serv-
ing the needs of so
many in our com-
munity. I am also
very thankful to Linda Simson
who organized the Reception
Center in such a fine manner
and to all the staff who have
helped me settle in, especially
program manager Lynn and
assistant coordinator Kathleen.
Both have maintained this sense
of organization and profession-
alism.”

Kay has one son who grad-
uated from the Air Force
Academy. He’s a computer 
systems engineer and lives in
Colorado Springs. u
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quarter century ago were people
like that. So are we who are
their spiritual children.

In the embryo, if those
undifferentiated cells don’t
begin to beat together, there
will be no heart and the fetus
will die.

Just so in any community
where individuals do not see
the need and fail to come
together, that community will
have no heart and the commu-
nity will die.

Thank God that because of
so many beating cells like you,
Ventura has a heart. u

Beating Heart
Continued From Page 8
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Thank you to the following
people and group s who 
contributed cash to our 
program during the month
of April:

Individuals
Lauren Alexander
Judy Alexandre
Babette Amirkhan
Arthur & Dennis Anderson
Ruben & Terrie Andrade
Ralph & Kay Armstrong
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
C. Patrick & Lavonne Askay
Donna & Fred Austin
Lorraine Ballance
Marion Baranowski
Patricia Barrett
Loye Barton
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
Robert Bruton
John & Eleanor Buchanan
Bill & Loretta Burton
Joseph & Sarah Ruth Carpenter
Thomas & Joan Carr
Walter Clark
Toni & Gertrude Clark
Naomi Claypool
Helen Crouch
Herbert Curtis
Mary Jo Davy
Richard & Gertrude Desposato
Robin & Linda Dillion
Helen Dirkes
Dan & Mary Doll
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Henry & Jessie Duim
Charles & Margaret Dunn
James & Frances Egan
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Patricia Ellison
James & Lelita Emch

Fred & Martha Engle
Betty Lou Evans
Frederick & Lynda Evans
Velma Everton
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Howard Finnegan
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Kendra Folsom
Sue Ellen Fowler
Miriam Fraser
Oliver Freeman
Harold & Norma Fulkerson
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Les Goldberg
Candy & Paul Gooding
Carolyn Gray
Iris Gruwell
Christoph Haar, D.M.D.
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Lynnell & John Hankins
William & Catherine Hannah
Betty Harris
Wilma Hays
Jane Helm
Susan Henderson
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Roger & Zora Hoover
Wylie Horn
Bob & Lee Horne
Norman & Ann Hudson
Carroll & Dorothy Hudson
JoAnn Jackley
Earl & Marcene Jardine
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Dolores Keith
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Janice Kuzemko
Wanda Laurence
Byron & Rene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Connie Lewis
Lou & Kay Liddi
George Loffswold
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
George Lozano
Gary Lundquist

Jacqueline Manley
Samuel & Barbara Marsh
John & Frances Marshall
Art & Jean Marshall
Tom & Florence McInally
Luceille Merkel
Julia Millsap
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola
Jean Nussman
Helen O’Donnell
Douglas & Diane Off
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Alan & Kristine Plasch
John & Anna Powell
Tom & Pamela Prinz
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Jeanette Ross
Doris Ruiz
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Iris Schulman
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Maria Sepulveda
Tom & Judy Shaw
George & Goldie Shaw
Charles & Jeannette Simmons
William & Sharon Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Carol Sussman
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Fred & Barbara Tomblin
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Les & Judy Vielbig
Ruberda Vigen
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Dale & Mary Watson
Troy & Patsy Whitteker
Doris Williams
Robert & Hope Williamson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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In honor of:
Alan Alpers

Given by:
Marilyn Lemieux

In honor of:
Anne Alpers, Happy Birthday

Given by:
Judith & W. R Ditzler

In memory of:
Betty Skoe

Given by:
Carolyn Gleisberg
Jean Kenworthy
Kenneth & Rita Reuter

In memory of:
Bill Polk

Given by:
Channel Islanders
Ronald & Sue Dahlsten
Rose Isernhagen
Roland & Connie Isernhagen
Charles & Joyce Wanamaker

In memory of:
Connie Conover

Given by:
DeAlta Rae Bonn

In honor of:
Judy Alexandre

Given by:
Les & Judy Vielbig

In memory of:
Peggy Maxson

Given by:
Gene & De Lois Greer

In memory of:
Richard Davis

Given by:
Aon Consulting
Opal Terbeek
Donna Stoneman

Churches & Organizations
Church of the Foothills

Community Presbyterian 
Church

County of Ventura
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
First Baptist Church of Ojai
First United Methodist Church 

of Ventura
Horizon Foursquare Church
Julius Gius Memorial 

Foundation
National Charity League
Ojai Presbyterian Church
Presbytery of Santa Barbara
Pythian Sisters
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura
T & T Truck & Crane Service
Temple Beth Torah, Social 

Action Committee
United Way
United Way of Central 

Maryland
United Way of Los Angeles 

County
United Way, Edison 

International
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church

Thank you to the following
people and group s who 
contributed food and other
items to our program in the
month of April:

Individuals
Lyndon & Jan Brumby
Roni Fisher
John & Krista Franchi
Les Goldberg
Ashelei Higuera
Kay Hoyt
Douglas & Jean Jereska
Art & Jean Marshall
Lynne Moore
Jean Nussman
Peter & Linda Simson
Leonard & Marsha Weber
Richard Wilmeth

Churches & Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Anacapa Bread Company
CAAN
Church of Religious Science
Church of the Foothills
Community Presbyterian 

Church
First Christian Church
FOOD Share
Krispy Kreme
Live Oak Christian Church
LuRoss Wellness Spa
Mimi’ s Café
Mission Uniform & Linen 

Service
Native Daughters of the Golden 

West
Rubicon Theatre
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
Soroptimist International of 

Ventura
Temple Beth Torah
Thacher School
Trader Joe’s
Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura Hobbies
Yolanda’s Inc.
Vons Grocery, Harbor Blvd.
Vons Grocery, Telegraph Rd.
Vons Grocery, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Donate Your Car

The charity that gives
to charities.

Donate your car, truck,
boat or RV to benefit
Project Understanding

1-800-766-2273



Highlights
P. 1: Annual survey shows
many women and children
in Ventura County are
homeless.

So far $18,700 has been
given toward our $25,000
year-end goal.

P. 2: Thacher students work
with smiles.

California Teachers
Association honors Betty
Whitney.

P. 3: Upcoming Festival of
Hobbies to be family-
friendly event.

P. 5: We welcome Kathleen
Ellison and Kay Hoyt to the
staff.

Rheto-Rick

Together, We Can
Be the Heart of
Our Community
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

A t a recent workshop in
which I was involved, one

of the speakers was Tom
McGuinnes, a hospital 
administrator from the San
Gabriel Valley.

In his remarks, Tom men-
tioned that he is going to be a
grandfather for the first time.
His son and daughter-in-law are
expecting their first child.

As the whole family is
preparing for this event, they
watched together a video about
the development of a fetus 
during pregnancy.

Tom was particularly fasci-
nated by one step in the process.

By about the fourth week of
pregnancy, in the part of the
embryo that will eventually
become the chest cavity, a 
couple of undifferentiated cells
— cells no different than those
around them — spontaneously

begin to pulsate. The cells
around them pick up the rhythm
and they all pulsate together.
Within days, these formerly
undifferentiated and unrelated
cells have become a rudi-
mentary, beating human heart.

But this miracle of a beating
heart is not limited to the cre-
ation of life in the womb. It is
just as much a miracle when it
happens in the lives of human
beings in community. A few
unrelated individuals — people
no different than the people
around them — see a need.
They begin to pulsate with the
desire, indeed with the compul-
sion, to address that need.

The people around them
pick up on their energy. They
too see the need. They too feel
compelled to address that need.

Like those developmental
cells, these people come 
together to become the heart of
a community.

These need not be special
people with special skills. Just
people like you. People who see
a need and who come together.

The individuals and congre-
gations who started Project
Understanding more than a

See Beating Heart, Page 5

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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