City Council
Agrees to Acquire
Site for Homeless
Service Center

On Monday, May 5, 2003,
the City Council of the

City of Ventura approved a
resolution accepting the list of
seven potential sites for the
Ventura Homeless Service
Center. The resolution also
authorized City staff to enter
into negotiations to acquire one
of the sites.

Last month we reported the
completion of the work of the
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site selection committee for the
Ventura Homeless Service
Center. After six months of
work, that committee submitted
a primary list of seven sites to
the board of directors along
with a list of secondary sites.

The board approved that list
and, in turn, submitted it to the
City for its consideration.

On May 5, about 50 people
stayed to the very end of the
City Council meeting to show
their support for the Homeless
Center and to encourage the
Council to accept the
recommendation. The Council’s
vote was unanimous in favor of

See City Council, Page 2
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All clergy serving congregations in Ventura
are cordially invited to attend
an update meeting on the status of the
Ventura Homeless Service Center.

Co-Hosted by South Coast Fellowship
and
Project Understanding

Thursday, June 5, 2003
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.

At South Coast Fellowship
4050 Market Street
Ventura

Clergy Invited to a
Meeting on the Ventura
Homeless Service Center

A newsletter for the volunteers
and supporters of Project
Understanding

June 2003

Project
Understanding
Needs Your Help
to End Fiscal Year
in the Black

his month marks the end of

Project Understanding’s
fiscal year. It has been a
successful year in many ways.
The Ventura Homeless Service
Center has taken several huge
steps towards reality. Hundreds
of children have been tutored.
Scores of families that faced
eviction have been kept in their
homes. Thousands of hungry
people have been fed.

But this success is not free.
Project Understanding relies on
private donations for well over
half of its income. The people
and congregations of Ventura
County have been very gener-
ous and we greatly appreciate
that support. But last year we
came up short. We ran at a
deficit and had to use cash
reserves to balance the budget.
We cannot afford to do that
again this year.

Please consider making an
extra “end of the year” gift.
Gifts of any amount will be
greatly appreciated and will
help us end the fiscal year in
the black. &



Project Under-
standing Home
Improvement
Auction Planned
for October

he Project Understanding

Home Improvement
Auction has been scheduled for
Saturday, October 11, 2003.

As the name implies, the
theme of the auction will be
home improvement with all of
the auction items for sale
relating to that motif.

Even though the event is
still several months away, there
are a number of ways that you
can plan now to be involved.

First, you or your business
or organization can be a sponsor
of the event. Sponsorship levels
include:

Foundation Sponsor
$5,000

Bricks and Mortar Sponsor
$1,000 - 4,999

Ladder and Tool Sponsor
$500 - 999

Hammer and Nails Sponsor
$250 - 499

If you are interested in
being a sponsor at any of these
levels, please call Project
Understanding (652-1326) and
speak to Kendra. She can let
you know what gifts and
rewards accompany each
sponsor level.

Second, you can make a
donation of goods or services
related to the home improve-
ment theme. Some examples of
possible donations are handy-
man services, gardening,
painting, landscaping, cement
work, and home improvement
tools and supplies. Just let your

imagination run wild—as long
as it relates to home
improvement.

Third, you can volunteer
either during the planning of the
event or, just as importantly, for
the day of the event. We need
committee members who can
help plan the event and we need
a whole cadre of people to make
the event a reality.

If you can donate or
volunteer, please call Kendra
at 652-1326.¢

Who Are the
Homeless in
Ventura County?

or the past seven years, the

Ventura County Homeless
and Housing Coalition has
sponsored a point in time
survey of homeless persons.

As the name implies, this
survey is not intended to
identify every person who is
homeless in Ventura County
over a period of time. It does
not even identify every person
who is homeless on a given
night. It does identify and inter-
view every adult who sought
shelter on a given night in
February in Ventura County.

As with previous surveys,
some commonly held stereo-
types are challenged by the
results. For example, more than
half of the people who were in
shelters have been homeless for
less than six months contradict-
ing the idea that homelessness
is a chosen lifestyle. Almost
two-thirds of the residents
(64%) were using the shelter for
the first time.

More than half (51%) are
women and children undermin-
ing the stereotype that homeless

people are single males.

And one of the most com-
monly held stereotypes is that
homeless people migrate to
places where the services and
weather are better. Yet once
again this year just under 60%
of the homeless people sur-
veyed have lived in Ventura
County for ten years or more—
many for much more. Over 30%
have lived in the county for
more than 25 years.

These are just the people—
families and women with
children, longtime Ventura
residents who are newly
homeless—that we believe are
the people most likely to be
assisted by the Ventura
Homeless Service Center &
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the resolution.

The seven sites—six
privately owned and one
government owned—are in
several regions of Ventura. One
is near the Ventura County
Medical Center. Two are on
Telegraph Road in the general
vicinity of Ventura College and
the remaining four are south of
Main Street and west of Tele-
phone Road. The committee
believes that any of these sites
would be suitable for the center.

There is still a long way to
go. Once the property is
acquired it will be necessary to
prepare the architectural draw-
ings, go through the design
review and planning processes,
plan check and construction
(not to mention the necessity of
raising several million dollars).

It is our hope that the center
will be in operation by the end
of 2005. &



Project Under-
standing Receives
Justice Award

roject Understanding has

been awarded the 2003
Joyce Yoshioka Award. Given
by the Criminal Defense Bar
Association, the award is given
annually to a nonlawyer
individual or organization to
recognize efforts to further the
cause of justice for indigent
persons.

The award is given in the
memory of Joyce Yoshioka who
was an assistant public defender
who died about ten years ago
from cancer.

Project Understanding was
chosen for the award this year
to recognize the efforts of the
SARAH Center. The mail and
phone message services of the
SARAH Center make it possible
for homeless persons to keep in
contact with their attorneys and
therefore have positive access to
the justice system.

The award was presented at
a dinner on Friday, May 30,
2003. &

Priceless
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people turned purple and green
and became spiked into (to me)
strange configurations. The
length and style of hair has long
been a way for people—particu-
larly young people—to make a
statement about who they are. It
has also been a way that we
have judged each other.

But while some in my
generation wore their hair long
and unkempt for political or
societal reasons, there are some
who do so for economic

reasons. These people are
judged just as harshly.

I can wear my hair any
length I choose because I can
afford to have it cut regularly.
And whatever length I choose
for my hair, I can easily keep it
clean because I have ready
access to shower facilities.

But people who are home-
less and indigent have none of
these advantages. So their hair
is often long and unkempt and
dirty. And the rest of us make
judgments about them. Not per-
haps about their political beliefs
as we would have in the ’60s,
but about their worth as people.
We speak to them less. We
avoid eye contact. We let them
know, in a myriad of ways that
we consider them as vastly
inferior to ourselves.

For more than 15 years, the
SARAH program at Project
Understanding has provided
homeless people with a place to
keep their hair and bodies and
clothes clean. More importantly,
we have tried to treat homeless
people with the dignity and
respect they deserve regardless
of how their hair looks.

As we have been reporting
for the last several months, we
are making good progress
towards the creation of a center
where homeless people will
receive these services as well as
the opportunity to have a place
to stay while they are beginning
the road to recovery.

I wear a beard. I wash it
and trim it like I do my hair and
don’t think much more about it.
It is so much a part of me that
those around me sometimes
aren’t even aware of it.

Wouldn’t it be nice to live
in a place where people’s hair is
noticeable only when they want
it to be? &

Does Your
Congregation or
Group Need a
Speaker?

B eing the person in charge
of securing speakers for a

service club or congregational
group is sometimes not an easy
task. Project Understanding has
an important message to get
out. Let’s help each other.

Project Understanding has
speakers ready and willing to
speak on a number of topics
and to come to any group of
any size.

Does your congregation
need a guest preacher during a
summer vacation? Does your
service club need a speaker?
Does your church women’s
group need a program? We can
help.

Our executive director,
Rick Pearson, is an ordained
United Methodist minister and
has preached in more than 20
congregations throughout
Ventura County. We also have
staff and volunteers who can
speak on all the various areas of
service at Project
Understanding.

So whatever your group’s
interest and need—whatever the
size of your group—Project
Understanding will be happy to
supply you with a speaker who
will be both informative and
interesting.

For more information or to
schedule a speaker, please call
Kendra Folsom at 652-1326,
extension 30. &
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Board of Directors
oo
Judy Alexandre, President
Jackie Manley, Vice President
Barbara Tomblin, Secretary
Don Cline, Treasurer
Karen Campbell
Mary Carr
James Hornstein
Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
Roy Schneider
Ann Tobin

Staff

20 4% o%
eade el

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Joe Anguiano
Pantry Coordinator

Lynn Austin

Program Manager

Kari Brogdin

Business Manager

Bobbye Condron
Clerical Support

Regina Fitz-Gerald

Housing Case Manager

Kendra Folsom
Administrative Assistant

Renee Hall
SARAH Coordinator

Sheila Kay

Transitional Housing Case Manager

Shari Kempton
SARAH Coordinator

Kathryn Meza
Community Health Outreach

Jennifer Richards
Morning Receptionist

Linda Simson
Reception Center Coordinator

Marcia Wakelee

Tutoring Coordinator

“What does the LORD require
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission
roject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and estab-
lished on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity
whose mission is twofold: To do justice by serving the poor,
hungry and oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues
for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together the efforts of individual local churches and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families in
order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through
communications, advocacy, networking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide year-round emergency shelter for
homeless people.




Soroptimists
Honor Two
Saticoy Tutors

he Ventura Soroptimist

Club has honored two
Saticoy tutors with its Violet
Richardson Award, which is
given to young women who
volunteer to serve their commu-
nities.

Gabriela Halpern and Diana
Essex are both Buena High
School students who have
tutored at the Saticoy Center for
the last two years. Each has
given a helping hand to several
students, working on everything
from reading and spelling to
fractions to pre-algebra, build-
ing positive relationships with
their students along the way.

In the essay that was a part
of the application for this
award, Diana talks about her
experiences with her students.
She says, “We count to 25,
write ‘Laura’ neatly in cursive,
and color in those four bees
remaining from a subtraction
problem. When the sweat and
toil is through, she yanks books
from the shelves . . . Together,
we invade foreign lands, talk to
elephants, and play with pokey
puppies. Time permitting, we
engage in a rousing round of
Candyland and I ask of her
day.”

This is how Gabriela
describes tutoring in her essay.
“I don’t see tutoring as an
‘accomplishment.’ I don’t feel
accomplished when I finish a
tutoring session; I feel uplifted.
When I see my pupils who are
loving and caring, it makes me
incredibly happy. When I wit-
ness my students improving in
their classes, I feel proud of
them. And, when my students

have gained a desire to learn
and study, I feel ecstatic.”

We are blessed to have
these wonderful young women
as a part of the tutoring program
in Saticoy! &

Teachers Honor
Eunice Koch

he California Teachers

Association and the Ventura
Unified Education Association
have honored Eunice Koch with
their Gold Award, which is
given to outstanding citizens
who have made significant con-
tributions to the
cause of public
education.

Eunice has
been helping
children at our
Lincoln Tutor-

ing Center for
more than ten years. Starting as
a tutor, she soon took on the
position of site coordinator,
responsible for the operation of
that tutoring center.

In that capacity, she has
recruited and encouraged a
wonderful group of tutors,
matched them thoughtfully with
students in need of help, moni-
tored their progress, filled in
when tutors are absent, coordi-
nated with teachers and school
administration, and generally
done whatever was needed to
make things run smoothly. She
brings grace, energy and enthu-
siasm to all these tasks.

Long active at Project
Understanding, Eunice has
served as a member of our
board of directors. We are
thankful for Eunice’s dedication
to the children of Lincoln
School. &

Kathy Meza’s
Community
Health Work
Appreciated

l < athy Meza will be leaving
roject Understanding after
more than three

years as the com- |, =

munity health
outreach worker. i £
|
ﬁ:‘ f%

Her contract
through the
Chronic Disease

Prevention/
Management Program with
Ventura County Public Health
has expired.

We appreciate the work that
Kathy has done on behalf of the
agency. Her main role was to
travel throughout the county
educating, screening, and giving
follow-up care to residents. She
traveled more than 100 miles
weekly, emphasizing preventive
measures to take against dia-
betes, high cholesterol, and high
blood pressure.

Kathy moves on to the
Kidney Center of Santa Paula.
She will again be traveling
frequently; this time to Simi
Valley and Thousand Oaks
where she will assist in lab
testing. We will miss her
infectious smile and sense of
humor. All the best, Kathy! &




Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and groups who
contributed cash during the
month of April:

Individuals

Judy Alexandre
Babette Amirkhan
Robert Anderson & Rose Marie

Voelker
Harry & Paula Anderson
Arthur & Dennis Anderson
Ruben & Terrie Andrade
Thomas & Laura Andreoli
George & Ellen Appel
Helen Archer
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Patrick & Lavonne Askay
Marion Baranowski
Patricia Barrett
Loye Barton
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
Donna Boeck
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam Arichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
William & Mae Briggs
Robert Bruton
John & Eleanor Buchanan
David Burgeson
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Stanley & Gladys Carlson
Thomas & Joan Carr
Daniel Carrillo
Robert & Elaine Castle
Vera & Roger Clark
Walter Clark
Naomi Claypool
Todd & Cheryl Collart
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Richard & Gertrude Desposato
Helen Dirkes
Dan & Mary Doll
Peter & Diane Dowler
Charles & Martha Dugan
Henry & Jessie Duim
Charles & Margaret Dunn
James & Frances Egan
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Patricia Ellison
Fred & Martha Engle

Betty Lou Evans

Frederick & Lynda Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Warren & Ardella Faue

Joe & Kim Fiano

Howard Finnegan

Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Robert & Sharon Fleur
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler

Miriam Fraser

Harold & Norma Fulkerson
Alba Gamez

David Garcia

Robert & Barbara Garrison
Ricky & Cheri Gibson
James & Geraldine Goforth
Albert Goldberg

Candy & Paul Gooding
Gene & De Lois Greer

Iris Gruwell

Jose & Maria Gutierrez
Lucio Gutierrez

Christoph Haar

Ronald & Pickens Halt

Joy Hamlat

William & Catherine Hannah
Betty Harris

Wilma Hays

Susan Henderson

Stanley Henney

F. W. & Carol Hertel
Barbara Hill

Jeffrey & Debra Hill

Diane Hinman

Jymmye Hitch-Banhart
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Carroll & Dorothy Hudson
Norman & Ann Hudson
Fannie Hutchison

JoAnn Jackley

Earl & Marcene Jardine

Jay & Mindy Johnson
David & Ruth Kille

Eunice Koch

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Janice Kuzemko

Constance Laferriere
Kenneth & Letty Landberg
Byron & Rene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Leona Lewis

Warren & Lucille Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill

Frances Lowe

George Lozano

Robert & Marina Lunche
Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman
Donald & Barbara MacDonald
Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall
Art & Jean Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Rita McAuliffe

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Leo Meyer

Frank & Linda Montoya
Alfred Mottola

Loisgail Narkevic

Helen O'Donnell

Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Elva Perez

Alan & Kristine Plasch
Mary Poe

John & Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie

William & Alison Prentice
Greg & Shaune Ramirez
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Kenn & Barbara Ritza
Duane & Melvina Rodgers
Barbara Rodriguez

Chris & Kimberly Ronneberg
Louise Rose

Raymond & Marie Ruiz
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Violet Ryder

Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roy & Sharon Schneider
John & Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Maria Sepulveda

Martha Sexton

Tom & Judy Shaw
William & Sharon Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Joanne Stone

Timothy & Laura Suel
Barbara Susman

Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Bruce Thompson

Louis Tousignant



Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Charles & Dorothy Tubbs

Lucy Vanoni

Les & Judy Vielbig

Ruberda Vigen

Blanche Viles

Bernard Visser

Earl & Marcia Wakelee

Dorothy Walker

Mary Jane Wallace

Edward & Elizabeth Washburn

Wanda Watson & Morgan
Kortlander

R. E. & Lynda Whitney

Troy & Patsy Whitteker

John & Laura Whyte

Paul & Lucinda Wilhelmsen

Doris Williams

Mark Zakis

Shirley Zingerman

In honor of:
Alan Alpers

Given by:
Anne Alpers

In honor of:
Anthony Alexander’s First
Birthday

Given by:
Harry & Esther Cooperman

In memory of:
Ethel Cross
Given by:
Lorraine Ballance

In memory of:
Jeff Ball
Given by:
Robert & Rosalind Thomas

In honor of:

Lynn & Virgil Nelson
Given by:

Les Goldberg

In honor of:

Marcia Wakelee
Given by:

David & Ruth Miller

Churches & Organizations

Amgen Foundation

Cars 4 Causes

Community Presbyterian Church

County of Ventura

Delta Theta Tau Sorority Zeta
Epsilon Chapter

Eastminster Presbyterian Church

First Assembly of God of Ventura

First Baptist Church of Ojai

First Presbyterian Church of
Oxnard

First United Methodist Church of
Ventura, Mariposa Fellowship

Jenkins Drywall, Inc.

Kinko’s

Pythian Sisters

Trinity Lutheran Church, Women
of the ELCA

United Way

United Way of Central Maryland

United Way of Los Angeles

County

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Thank you to the following
people and groups who
contributed food and other

items to our program in April:

Individuals

Robert Anderson & Rose Marie

Voelker
Lawrence & Teresa Barker
Larry & Kari Brogdin
Lyndon & Jan Brumby
Larry & Carol Dawes
Catherine Elsenbaumer
Kendra Folsom
Sandy Greenberg
Douglas & Jean Jereska
Sharon Knapp
Jean Nussman
Gary Pihlaja
Marie Ramos
Jennifer Richards
Karen Romney & Keith Lothrop
Dorothy Schmitt
Peter & Linda Simson
Jill Surmont
Donald Tillquist
Irene Torres
Zera Waggoner
Leonard & Marsha Weber

Richard Wilmeth
Churches & Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Anacapa Bread Company
Church of the Foothills
Community of Christ Church
Community Presbyterian Church
First Baptist Church of Ventura
First Christian Church
First United Methodist Church of
Ventura
FOOD Share
Full of Beans Bakery & Coffee
Shop
Grace Lutheran Church
Gumbealls Etc.
Longs Drug Store-Victoria Ave.
Mission Uniform & Linen Services
National Charity League
San Buenaventura Women's Club
Sons of Norway
Soroptimist International of
Ventura
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of
Ventura
Trader Joe’s
Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura Missionary Church
Ventura Vinyard Church
Vons Grocery, Harbor Blvd.
Vons Grocery, Telegraph Rd.
Vons Grocery, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

Donate Your Car

The Charity That
Gives to Charities

Donate your car, truck,
boat or RV to benefit
Project Understanding

1-800-766-2273




Rheto-Rick

Shave and a Hair
Cut—Priceless

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

friend of mine recently

started growing a beard
while on a camping trip. When
he returned from the trip he
mentioned to my wife that he
couldn’t think of anyone in our
congregation who wore a beard.
When Ellen pointed out to him
that I wear a beard, he replied,
“Really? I hadn’t noticed.”

This man has known me for
nearly a decade and has never
seen me without a beard. My
children have never seen me
without a beard. In fact, the
only time I have been without a
beard was the year that I
worked as an engineer after
graduating from UCLA.

When I was being inter-
viewed for the position at First
United Methodist Church that
first brought my family to
Ventura more than 20 years ago,
one of the interviewers asked
me, “Why do you wear a

beard?” It was the toughest
question in the interview
because I had never really
thought about it that much.
Growing the beard was part of
my college experience begin-
ning in the late 1960s. I simply
stopped shaving and cutting my
hair. While I was one of the few
engineering students at UCLA
with long hair and a beard, 1
was certainly not unusual on the
campus as a whole. Long hair
and beards were the norm on
college campuses at the time as
you will remember.

However, at home and at
church in the San Fernando
Valley, it was a different story.
My hair and my beard were as
much a political statement as a
fashion statement. This was,
after all, the time of the musi-
cal, “Hair.” “Long haired” was
usually followed by the word
“hippy.” By the mid-1970s I
was married and in seminary. I
wore my hair shorter but never
lost the beard.

I thought about this over the
years as hair fashions changed. I
tried to remember my own long
hair when the hair of young

See Priceless, Page 3
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