
Volume XIX No. 7 July 2004
(Monthly)

A newsletter for the volunteers 

and supporters of Project

Understanding

Family Fun at
Festival of
Hobbies July 17

Do you know the best place
to be on July 17, 2004, for

a good, old-fashioned, fun-filled
“family outing”? I do!!! The
Festival of Hobbies, being put
on and presented by Project
Understanding! 

Get a good night’s sleep the
night before because you are
sure to wear yourself out! Over
20 people will be showing off
hobby and leisure time activities
for the whole family. 

There will be free games
and face painting for the kids, a
storyteller, free dance lessons
(every half hour a different
style), continuous live entertain-

ment, food, drink and merriment
for all! 

You will also have an
opportunity to wander through
our silent auction and bid on
some of the wonderful items
that have been donated by our
supporters. There are Dodger
tickets, passes to Universal
Studios, tickets to the Rubicon
Theater, fun-filled baskets, and
much more! So join us for a
great family day all for the
nominal suggested donation of
$5 per person.

The Festival of Hobbies will
be held at Anacapa Middle
School at the corner of Mills
and Telegraph in Ventura from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. u

Many Ways to
Support Festival

We are offering you several
ways to participate in our

upcoming Festival of Hobbies,
and we are sure at least one of
them will fit your time and bud-
get requirements!

q Donate an item, basket or
gift certificate for our silent 
auction.
q Provide a demonstration of
your goods or services for one
of our booths.
q Be a vendor providing
demonstration and direct sales
to attendees.
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A Secret for
Tutoring Success
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

The school year is completed
and our students and tutors

are enjoying a well-earned
vacation. It has been a year of
hard work, and many personal
success stories.

For example, Juan’s teacher
referred him for tutoring in the
fall. He was a second grader
who was learning to read in
Spanish, and he needed a tutor
who was familiar with the lan-
guage. Juan was not comfort-
able with English, and he spoke
mostly in Spanish. Bilingual
tutors are not easy to find, and
we prayed that we could find
the right person to assist him.
Enter John, a high school stu-
dent who was taking Spanish 4.
He was interested in helping
Juan, and they began to work
together weekly. At first it was
a challenge for both tutor and

Attention Crafters and Ar tisans!

Do you have a hobby you would like to
share with others in the community?

We have space available for you to share
your talents and/or sell you wares at Project
Understanding’s Festival of Hobbies, July 17,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Anacapa Middle
School in Ventura.

All types of hobbies and leisure time
activities for all ages and genders will be 
presented. So why not give us a call for more
information on how you can participate as a
demonstrator, vendor, volunteer or to donate
an item for our silent auction.

Call Kendra at Project Understanding,
(805) 652-1326 ext. 30.

See Many Ways, Page 3 See Tutoring Success, Page 2

Oxnard tutor Marlilynne Parker
and student Alexandria Ramirez.



student, but they persisted. At
the end of the school year, Juan
was a smiling young man who
was quite fluent in English. His
teacher noted that he had transi-
tioned to reading in English,
and that his attitude had
improved significantly.

What is the secret of this
kind of success? Is it a new 
educational method or state-of-
the-art materials? Not really.
Instead, it was a faithful, caring
tutor who gave a helping hand
to a student who was willing to
work hard to master something
which at first seemed very diffi -
cult. Hurray for both of them!
Hurray for all of our great stu-
dents and dedicated tutors!
Have a wonderful vacation!

We usually have a waiting

list of students, and we always
need tutors. If you enjoy chil-
dren and have an extra hour a
week, please call and ask about
volunteering as a tutor. u

Miracles Take
Place in Oxnard 
By Joyce Clark
Oxnard Site Coordinator

This is the best time of year
in the Tutoring Center. It’s

the time we find out whether or
not our hard word has paid off.
As I contact each of the teach-
ers, I find out what’s going on
in the classroom, and whether
the things that we have taught
carry over to where it matters.

Robert’s teacher said, “He’s

phenomenal! He’s the best read-
er in the class now. He’s the
only student to know all his
most frequently used words for
first grade. I can’t believe what
has happened with him since he
has been coming to you.”

Alexandra’s teacher said,
“When she started first grade
she just knew a few letters and
was so far behind that I thought
there was no way she could

make it through. But since she’s
been coming to you she has
become the best reader in her
group, and will go to the high
reading group next year. She is
great in math and is one of my
best story writers. What you’ve
done with her is just amazing. Is
it possible to put more of my

students in your program?”
Karina’s teacher couldn’t

believe the progress she has
made. She said we had per-
formed a miracle. Karina is on
grade level in all areas as she
goes into the fourth grade.

As I hear these comments, I
know more and more that the
work we do at the Tutoring 
Center is valuable. Even the 
students that will not be leaving
the center have made progress. I
wish each and every child
would only have to come one
year and then be on grade level
and ready to leave us. But chil-
dren don’t all learn at prescribed
times or speeds.

I am trying a new method
and it seems to be working. I
encourage students in kinder-
garten, first, second and third
grades to come every day for
about one and a half hours, four
days a week. In that length of
time we can easily teach them
to read, do math and write. 
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Tutoring Success
Continued From Page 1

Tutor Adam Torres and student Sebastian Guerrero
take a break at the Oxnard T utoring Center .

Oxnard tutor Heather Landry reads with 
student Alexandra Avalos.

Oxnard site coordinator 
Joyce Clark with 

student Celeste Herrera.

Oxnard T utor Christy Marsden
helps student Robert Silva 

with homework.

See Miracles, Page 3



Note: Joyce’s method is
bearing fruit. This spring, 15
Oxnard students reached grade
level and were “graduated”
from the Tutoring Center. u

S. Cal. Children’s
Booksellers Assoc.
Helps Students to
Learn to Listen
and to Read
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

This spring, groups of stu-
dents from the Lincoln and

Saticoy tutoring centers each
enjoyed a visit to the Adven-
tures for Kids Bookstore. Many
of these children had not visited
a bookstore before, so this was
a special treat. Accompanied by
their tutors, they listened to
wonderful stories about butter-
flies and baseball players. 

After the story hour they
browsed through the store,
exploring their own interests
with the help of their tutors and
the staff. Each child went home
with a new, special free book.

This visit was made possi-
ble by a $500 grant from the
Southern California Children’s
Booksellers Association, usable
at Adventures for Kids. This is
our local children’s bookstore,
and a longtime supporter of the
tutoring program. They gave an
additional 10% discount which
stretched the grant farther. 

Many thanks to the Chil-
dren’s Booksellers and to
Adventures for Kids for this
wonderful gift. u

Year-End Drive
Nears Its Goal

We are filled with deep
gratitude to all who have

responded to our appeal for a
special gift to help close our
year-end funding deficit. 

As of June 20, we have
received 95 gifts totaling more
than $22,480. Thank you so
much to all who have given.

We are very near our goal
of $25,000. If you want to help
put us over the top, please write
“Special Gift” on the memo line
of the check or on the envelope.

Below is a list of those
whose gifts were received
between May 21 and June 20.
Earlier gifts where acknowl-
edged last month.

Lorraine Ballance
Marion Baranowski
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam Arichea
Robert Bruton
Janet Campbell
Judith Chamberlin
William Corkins & Diane Federle
Helen Crouch
Patricia Ellison
Oliver Freeman
Richard & Lance Frye
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Candy & Paul Gooding
Jane Helm
Wylie Horn 
Carroll & Dorothy Hudson
Genevieve Jason
Shelley Jones
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Aurora Loss
Art & Jean Marshall
Tom & Florence McInally
Gail Narkevic
Alan & Kristine Plasch
Martha Sexton
Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Bruce & Signe Smale
Doyle & Anita Smith
Jasper & Irene Smith
Blanche Viles
Edward & Diane Zeamba u
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q Run a business card or 
larger ad in our auction catalog
or newsletter.
q Or you may choose to be a
collector, crafter or carver spon-
sor with all of its benefits.

Collector Sponsor
1. Organization name on flyers
and posters (must be received
by print deadline).
2. Receive eight admission
tickets to event.
3. Organization listed in 
Project Understanding’s news-
letter for three months (circula-
tion in excess of 2,000) and
listed in our auction catalog.
4. If a vendor, use of booth
with no donation request.

Crafter Sponsor
1. Receive six admission 
tickets to event.
2. Organization listed in
Project Understanding’s news-
letter for three months (circula-
tion in excess of 2,000) and
listed in our auction catalog.
3 If also a vendor a reduced
donation accepted for booth.

Carver Sponsor
1. Receive four admission 
tickets to event.
2. Organization listed in Pro-
ject Understanding’s newsletter
for two months (circulation in
excess of 2,000) and listed in
our auction catalog.
3. If also a vendor a reduced
donation accepted for booth.

We thank you in advance
for your participation and look
forward to hearing from you.
Please call Kendra at (805)
652-1326 for more information
or tickets. u

Many Ways
Continued From Page 1

Miracles
Continued From Page 2



Board of Directors
vvv

Judy Alexandre, President

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
Vice President

Barbara Tomblin, Secretary

Robert Farr ow,  Treasurer

Howard Bolinger
Carol Burhoe

Kar en Campbell
Mar y Carr

Rev. Don Dewey
James Farley

Dennis Mitchell
Ann Tobin

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Joe Anguiano
Pantry Coordinator

Lynn Austin
Program Manager

Kari Br ogdin 
Business Manager

Kathleen Ellison
Receptionist and Data Entry

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Kendra Folsom 
Administrative Assistant

Renee Hall 
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Shari Kempton 
SARAH Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Clerical Support

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and 
established on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity
whose mission is twofold: To do justice by serving the poor, 

hungry and oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues
for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individual local churches and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Ventura County Hunger Coalition
A network of church and community-based groups and individuals

committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through communica-
tions, advocacy, networking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Emergency Shelter
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide year-round emergency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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Jessica Nare
Receives Violet
Richardson
Award

Project Understanding is
pleased to acknowledge that

one of our volunteers, Jessica
Nare, was awarded the Violet
Richardson Award Honoring
Young Women for Volunteer
Action by
Soroptimist
International.
Jessica chose
Project Under-
standing to
receive the 
cash prize that
accompanies this award.

Jessica and her mother
Sarah are members of the
National Charity League. NCL
is a philanthropic organization
of teenage girls and their moth-
ers who support nonprofit 
agencies like Project Under-
standing with volunteer hours
and financial donations. Project
Understanding has been one of
NCL’s charities for nearly two
decades. What follows is an
excerpt from Jessica’s award-
winning essay:

“For the last six years I
have been a member of
National Charity League. NCL
is a mother-daughter group 
dedicated to serving the 
philanthropies of Ventura
County. Each year each “tick-
tocker” is required to serve a
minimum of 30 hours at any of
the 20 designated philan-
thropies. In the past I have
enjoyed volunteering at the
Boys and Girls Club of
Camarillo, Project Understand-
ing, and Camarillo Health Care
District. . . .

“I believe that people have

an obligation to contribute to
their community. I am fortunate 
enough to have had many
opportunities to become
involved and influence my 
community. It is my goal that
no matter where I live or how
busy I am to volunteer at least
twice a year for as long as I
live. Philanthropies always need
money and donations. 

“However, hands-on help is
difficult to find. I am proud to
say that I have inspired young
girls, helped children, and 
bettered my community.”

Congratulations, Jessica,
and thank you for all that you
and fellow NCLmembers con-
tribute to Project Understanding
and to the community. u

Avenue Tutoring
Site Coordinator
Position Available

The Avenue Tutoring Center
site coordinator, Shelley

Wilmeth, is moving on to some-
thing new after three years of
supervising the center, and
Project Understanding is seek-
ing someone to replace her.

This is a half-time afternoon
position and involves supervis-
ing students and volunteer
tutors as they work together on
homework and basic academic
skills. 

This is a great opportunity
to help the children of the
Avenue area.

To apply, please send a
resume to Kari Brogdin at
Project Understanding. For
more information, call Kari at
652-1326 ext. 25 and ask her
for a job description. u

Joe Anguiano
Retires as Pantry
Coordinator,
SuccessorSought

A t a time in life when most
people are contemplating

retirement, Joe Anguiano
became the Focus on Food
Pantry coordinator here at
Project Understanding. He
came to us after long and
successful careers as the
owner of a family grocery
store and the owner of a
restaurant. 

That was in May of 1996.
For the last eight years, Joe has
worked tirelessly to ensure that
food was available to feed 
hungry people in Ventura and
Saticoy. 

Now Joe has decided to
retire. While we understand this
decision, we will certainly miss
Joe’s presence among us. Joe,
best wishes in your well-earned
retirement.

Thank you, Joe, for your
years of faithful service.

Pantry Coordinator Needed
Joe’s retirement means that

we are seeking Joe’s successor.
The 30-hour per week position
requires someone who will
work well with the myriad of
volunteers who staff the pantry
and it also requires a fair
amount of lifting as food is 
collected and distributed. 

Applications will be by
resume submitted to the atten-
tion of Kari Brogdin. More
information and a job descrip-
tion are available by calling
Kari at 652-1326 ext. 25. 

The application deadline is
July 15. u
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Thank you to the fol -
lowing people and
group s who con -
tributed cash to our
program in May:

Individuals
Denise Abdun-Nur
Judy Alexandre
Babette Amirkhan
Arthur & Dennis Anderson
Ruben & Terrie Andrade
Mary & Thomas Anthony
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Jerry & Bernice Baird
Charlotte Banks
Edward & Jill Banman
Marion Baranowski
Carolyn & Alyssa Barber
Patricia Barrett
Loye Barton
Robert & Marilynn 

Batelaan
Denise Baylor
Dwight & Marge Beck
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
Helen Beeler
George & Sharon Berg
Elizabeth Blanchard
Barbara Born
Douglas & Toni Bradley
Bob & Mary Braitman
William & Mae Briggs
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
Robert & Geraldine 

Browning
Lyndon & Jan Brumby
John & Eleanor Buchanan
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Stanley & Gladys Carlson
Thomas & Joan Carr
James & Suzanne Clark
Walter Clark
Naomi Claypool
Donald & Anne Cline
Todd & Cheryl Collart
Ann Cooluris

William Corkins & Diane 
Federle

William & Karen Craffey
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Robert & Kenmere 

Davidson
Mary Jo Davy
Richard & Gertrude 

Desposato
Helen Dirkes
Dan & Mary Doll
Peter & Diane Dowler
Charles & Martha Dugan
Henry & Jessie Duim
James & Frances Egan
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Mike & Barb Elder
Patricia Ellison
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Frederick & Lynda Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano
Howard Finnegan
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
William & Beverly 

Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Miriam Fraser
Oliver Freeman
Lewis & Mary Fry
Thomas & Lois Gallardo
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Robert Gibbs
Donald Gloisten
James & Geraldine Goforth
Albert Goldberg
John & Donna Goulet
Gene & De Lois Greer
Iris Gruwell
Christoph Haar, D.M.D.
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Joy Hamlat
William & Catherine 

Hannah
Betty Harris
John & Shelley Harrison

Richard & Linda Hatcher
Wilma Hays
H. Lee & Margaret Heise
Jane Helm
Susan Henderson
Roy & Opal Hester
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart
Julie Hoffman
Charles & Vicky 

Holmstrom
Wylie Horn
Bob & Lee Horne
Norman & Ann Hudson
Carroll & Dorothy Hudson
Robert Ingrum
JoAnn Jackley
David Jaffe & Elizabeth 

West
Peter & Martha Jaffe
Daniel & Sungmie Jahng
Earl & Marcene Jardine
Loretta Jeffryes
Craig & Donna Johnson
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Ed & Carol Jones
John & Rebecca Keisler
Dolores Keith
David & Ruth Kille
John Kintsel & Lisa Cerino
Eunice Koch
Richard & Sue 

Komorowski
Echo Kukuchek
Janice Kuzemko
Constance Laferriere
Bill Lansing
Byron & Rene Lawler
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
George Loffswold
Dennis & Jeannette 

Longwill
Aurora Loss
Frances Lowe
Robert & Marina Lunche
Lawrence & Rae Lundeen
Don & Lucy Lyman
Sylvia Mack
Barbara & Jackie Maitland

Jacqueline Manley
Art & Jean Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Evea Merrick
Leo Meyer
Julia Millsap
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola
Gail Narkevic
Jean Nussman
Helen O’Donnell
Douglas & Diane Off
Leah Ohse
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Richard & Mary Plain
John & Anna Powell
Tom & Pamela Prinz
Sandra Rappe
David & Thayer Reese
Margery Ricards
John & Genevieve 

Richardson
Duane Rodgers
Chris & Kimberly 

Ronneberg
Laurie Rozet
Anne Rubin
Frank & Donna Rushton
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Doris (Betty) Sahota
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Karol Schulkin
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Maria Sepulveda
Becky Sexauer
Tom & Judy Shaw
Steven & Ruby Shelton
Charles & Jeannette 

Simmons
William & Sharon Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Marjorie Steinhouse

Thank You to Supporters of Project Underst anding
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Joanne Stone
Charles & Joy Strawbridge
Louise Stuckey
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Dolores Taylor
Will & L ydia Thompson
Ann Tobin
Roy & Nancy Todd
Luther & Kay Tolo
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
David Vander Laan
Les & Judy Vielbig
Ruberda Vigen
Blanche Viles
Bernard Visser
Earl & Marcia Wakelee
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
Dale & Mary Watson
Dawn Wedlake
R. E. & Lynda Whitney
Troy & Patsy Whitteker
John & Laura Whyte
James & Marilyn Williams
Robert & Hope Williamson
Donnet & Phyllis Wilt
John & Paulina Wolfe
Frank & Linda Zych

In memory of:
Connie Conover

Given by:
Frank & Dorothy 

Delaney

In memory of:
Jerome Gooch

Given by:
Kathi Taylor

In memory of:
Husband Walter and son 

Dean Farrow
Given by:

Gerda Farrow

In honor of:
Linda Simson

Given by:
Isabel Levitt

In memory of:
Mel Rodgers

Given by:
John & Anna Powell

In memory of:
Melvina Rodgers

Given by:
VC’er RV Group
Monte & Doreen Amendt
Roger & Margaret Ayde
David & Betty Baarstad
Charlotte Banks
Muriel & Mary Barrett
Barbara Born
Leo & Nellie Butts
Albert & Ardathe 

Christopher
H. E. & Mary Clopper
Dan & Judy Dugan
Myrton & Donna Epps
Robert & Sharon Fleur
Natalie Guyton
Robert & Bruna Jones
Lou & Kay Liddi
Joe & Janice Mendoza
Margaret Messersmith
Jerry & Kelly Mock
Gloria Noble
Raymond & Ellen 

Rodgers
Norma Ronk
Duane & Julie 

Simshauser

In memory of:
Our son Michael Collins

Given by:
Matthew & Lillian 

Collins

Churches and
Organizations

Albertson’s
Delta Theta Tau Sorority
Zeta Epsilon Chapter
Delta Theta Tau Sorority 

Zeta Epsilon Chapter, 
Ways and Means

Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church

First Assembly of God of 
Ventura

First Baptist Church of Ojai
First Presbyterian Church 

of Oxnard
First United Methodist 

Church of Ventura, 
Mariposa Fellowship

Hanson
Hero Operations
Horizon Foursquare Church
Olivet Baptist Church
Pythian Sisters
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
Soroptimist International of 

Camarillo
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

of Ventura
United Way
United Way of Central 

Maryland
United Way of Princeton, 

New Jersey
United Way SBC Employee 

Giving
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church

Thank you to the
following people and
group s who con -
tributed food and other
items to our program in
May:

Individuals
Helen Beeler
Sheila Biddy
Carol Borchard
Kendra & Thomas Folsom
Matt & Christine Folsom
Lorraine Freeman
Ashelei Higuera
William & Pauline Hinds
Kay Hoyt
Sarah Jagelewski

Daniel & Sungmie Jahng
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Kelley Kaffenboyer
Sylvia Mack
Roxanne McRillop
Dorothy Patterson
Leonard & Marsha Weber
Richard & Shelley Wilmeth

Churches and
Organizations

Adventures For Kids
Alliance for the Mentally 

Ill
Anacapa Bread Company
First Baptist Church of 

Ventura
First United Methodist 

Church of Ventura
FOOD Share
Jewish Family Service
Michael’s Comic Books 

Shop
Mick’s Comics
Mission Uniform & Linen 

Service
National Charity League
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
Temple Beth Torah
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church
Unitarian Universalist 

Church
Ventura College Students
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons Grocery, Harbor Blvd.
Vons Grocery, Telegraph 

Rd.
Vons Grocery, Thompson 

Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Underst anding
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Rheto-Rick

Rescuing People
From a Crevasse
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

In May, the Ventura County
Star carried a front page 

article about a Ventura man who
had been rescued alive from the
bottom of a crevasse on Mount
Hood in Oregon.The article
caught my attention because I
knew the victim.

Geoff Godfrey is a retired
teacher who once served a term
on the Project Understanding
board of directors.

Geoff was climbing the
mountain with his brother-in-
law when he fell through a thin
layer of snow, which was hiding
a 30-foot deep crevasse. He was
injured very badly by the fall
and wedged into the bottom of
the crevasse.

Another hiker, who did not
even know Geoff, willingly
risked injury and even death to
try to rescue Geoff.

When the hiker was not
able to free the fallen climber,
the search and rescue team was

summoned and Geoff was even-
tually brought to the surface and
taken down the mountain. I was
greatly relieved to read that,
though seriously injured, Geoff
will recover.

The other hiker and those
from the rescue team risked
their lives to save someone they
didn’t even know whose life
was in danger — someone who
had fallen into a deep crevasse. 

There are thousands of peo-
ple right here in Ventura County
whose lives are also in danger
because they have fallen into
deep crevasses. They are fami-
lies who are hungry because
their rents are so high they have
no money left for food. They
are parents whose jobs pay so
little that they can no longer
afford to keep a roof over their
children’s heads. Their struggles
have left them bloodied and
hurt. They need a helping hand.

For many years, Project
Understanding has tried to be
the rescue team for those in
crevasses. Geoff has been part
of that team. So have many of
you. 

There is still room for more
on the team. Please join us.

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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