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Helping and

Encouraging One

Child at a Time
By Marcia Wakelee

Tutoring Coordinator

Tutors give their students a

beautiful gift—an hour a

week where the student has the

complete attention of a caring

older person. This help and

encouragement translates into

improved schoolwork, and also

growth in confidence and self-

esteem.

The tutoring program pro-

vides free one-on-one tutoring

to low-income students (kinder-

garten through eighth grade)

who are referred to us by their

teachers. This school year found

236 students and 171 tutors

working together on reading,

spelling and math and also

enjoying each other’s company

with a game or story at the end

of the tutoring time. Tutors and

students are now taking a sum-

mer break, but will begin in

September at our five tutoring

centers—Avenue, Lincoln, East-

minster, Saticoy and Oxnard.

This comment from a

Balboa Middle School teacher

makes it all worthwhile. “This

student has grown more than

any other sixth grader I can

think of this year. He has

improved across the board in all

subjects. I am very pleased!”

This is our hope for all of

our students. We also hope to

find a tutor for each child who

is referred, but this is a chal-

lenge. We ended the year with

27 students who were on the

waiting list for a tutor. 

As you read about the 

tutoring program in this

newsletter, please consider

whether you could spend an

hour a week with a young per-

son who needs your help. If the

answer is yes, call Kendra at

652-1326. u

Teachers, Parents

Are Grateful for

Avenue Tutoring 
By Shelley Wilmeth, Avenue

Tutoring Site Coordinator

The Avenue Tutoring Center

provided tutoring for 63

students from E. P. Foster,

Sheridan Way, Will Rogers,

Blanche Reynolds, Poinsettia,

DeAnza, Cabrillo, and Ventura

High school. 

We started an algebra study

group, which met twice a week

for students in both middle and

high school who needed extra

help grasping the concepts of

algebra. I would like to express

my gratitude to Bill Hinds for

giving his time and talents to

these students who wouldn’t

have made it through algebra if

it weren’t for him.

I would also like to express

my gratitude and appreciation to

Nicole Buckner, Justine Caley

and Ashelei Higuera from Foot-

hill Technology High School,

which has its students complete

community service in order to

graduate. The senior class com-

pleted a project in which they

became a hero. 

Their tasks were to commit

to an organization and make a

difference in the lives of some

members of their community.

They certainly are heroes at the

Avenue Tutoring Center. They

came several times a week to

tutor several students. The

Avenue site was blessed with

many fine high school tutors

this year. Jessica Minnier was

the salutatorian of her St.

Bonaventure class. Justine

Caley was honored with the

Presidential Award and CSF

See One Child, Page 2

Student Armando Vargas

smiles as tutor David Culton
helps him with reading.



(academic) honors. Congratula-

tions, Class of 2003.

We honor all of our tutors

for the help that they have given

to their students. This comment

by an E. P. Foster kindergarten

teacher on the progress of one

of her pupils says it all. “Thank

you so very much for your sup-

port. He has improved in all

areas of schoolwork! He is a

delightful student, as you may

well know. His reading has

improved and he does very well

with math. He will be promoted

to first grade ready to learn

more. Thanks again.” u

Saticoy Tutoring

Fills Saticoy

Library to

Overflowing

Our Saticoy Tutoring

Center continues to fill up

the Saticoy Public Library to

overflowing on weekday after-

noons. 

The librarian, Evelyn

Cuevas, has created a warm and

welcoming place where adults

look for books while students

do homework and explore the

use of computers. The tutoring

center has been fortunate to

share this busy space, and this

has benefited both the library

and tutoring. With 71 students

and 57 tutors, Saticoy is the

largest of the tutoring centers,

and site coordinator, Ofelia

Cervantez, does a wonderful job

of nurturing her students and

tutors.

The library has recently

offered a new free service for

students. Tutor.com, an online

service that connects students

with a live tutor, is available for

students in the fourth grade and

up. A representative of

tutor.com recently spent a week

at the library, demonstrating to

students and tutors the use of

this exciting new learning tool.

This year, a student was

referred to the center, with the

teacher noting that she needed a

“gentle tutor.” Not long after-

ward, the phone rang and it was

Lynn Nelson, founder of the

Project Understanding tutoring

program. She was back in

Ventura County for several

months, on sabbatical from her

current work as a missionary in

the Congo, and she wanted to

tutor at the Saticoy center while

she was here. What a perfect

tutor for our new student, and it

was wonderful to have her back

for a while.

Two brothers who had

recently arrived from Mexico

were referred for tutoring. They

had very little English, but

amazingly, two bilingual tutors

soon appeared. These tutors,

both Buena High School stu-

dents, have been patient and

encouraging, and the boys are

learning English and making

progress in school.

It has happened often that a

helping person has miraculously

appeared when needed. We have

been blessed with wonderful,

caring tutors and great students,

and we are thankful. u

Eastminster

Tutoring Shines

With Positive

Comments

The Eastminster Center 

celebrated the year of

tutoring on June 1 with an ice

cream social. The “Sunday for

Sundaes” was a big hit, and site

coordinator, Betty Whitney,

thanked Eastminster Presby-

terian Church for all the help

provided by the congregation.

Betty asked parents and

tutors to express their feelings

about the tutoring center. Here

are some of the tutors’ replies:

“It is fun seeing the ‘high’

of recognition come on in the

eyes of our kids. Truthfully we

think we get as much out of our

tutoring experience as the 

students do.” (Gary and Shary

Carr)

“The tutoring center is a

place where a shy child who

spoke little can learn to read in

a loud, clear voice and speak

and write in complete sen-

tences.” (Dolores Powell)

“Seeing the growth in an

individual child is exciting. This

is especially satisfying when

I’ve worked with a student for

more than one year.” (Fannie

Hutchison)

“The tutoring center is a

fun, safe place to be, with a

great organization for improving

education.” (Sally Narkevic)
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See Saticoy, Page 3

Tutoring student Joranny Garcia

looks forward to seeing 
tutor Lindsay Sullivan each week.



“I think it’s a wonderful

way to interact with people in

the neighborhood. Everyone has

a story and yet each child and

their family are so unique.”

(Marilyn van Leeuwen)

This is what a mother and a

grandmother said: “I feel grati-

tude and awe at your generosity

and also at your positive 

attitude.” (Susan Birch)

“Bradley has made incredi-

ble progress with the center’s

help. He is doing so much better

in every subject. The tutors are

excellent in what they do with

the children, and I’m so grateful

for the time and the care they

give to each child. Thank you!!”

(Carol Fergeson)

But the last word comes

from a student, a second grader

at Serra School. “It is the best. I

like reading.” (Kenton Klucker)

Thank you Betty, tutors,

students, parents and teachers

for a great year! u

Lincoln Teachers

and Tutors Work

Together

Asmall neighborhood

school, Lincoln is the

only one of our tutoring sites

where tutoring is done in the

classroom, immediately after

school. This has made it easy

for tutors and teachers to work

together. This year Lincoln was

happy to welcome a number of

high school students as tutors.

Site coordinator, Eunice

Koch, has found that tutoring

younger children (kindergarten

and first grade) when they just

begin to slide back is a very

effective way of helping, rather

than waiting until the child has

reached the middle grades and

is well below grade level. She

plans to encourage the primary

grade teachers to refer their 

students sooner next year. u

Oxnard Tutoring

Proud of Excellent

Student Progress
By Joyce Clark

Oxnard Site Coordinator

When Charlie Tubbs start-

ed and coordinated this

tutoring center, it seemed so

easy. He was there every day

and things seemed to always

run smoothly. But when he

retired and I took over, I found

out real fast that was not the 

situation at all. I’d have students

with no tutor, and tutors with no

student. Tutors forgot what day

it was, and so did students. It

took quite some time to figure

out not to panic when things did

not go as scheduled. I have

learned to tutor a first grader, a

third grader and a sixth grader,

all at the same time, when 

necessary. I don’t like that 

situation, but things sometimes

just happen and we adjust.

One of my first adjustments

came early on in my coordinat-

ing career. At one time we had

more tutors than students. (Not

now. We currently have 42 

students in tutoring and 10 more

on the waiting list.) 

A little guy named

Sebastian came in with his

mother. She told us that the

teacher wanted to retain him in

first grade. She promised the

teacher she’d get extra help for

him if he could go on to second

grade. Since we had few 

students, we shared Sebastian.

He came every day and stayed

for the whole two hours.  

Second grade is now over

and we are happy to report that

Sebastian is reading from a

third-grade book, has become

an excellent math student and

no longer whines when he has

to do his spelling. He still bar-

gains with me about how much

work he has to do before he gets

to “play” on the computer.

Which, by the way, is the reason

he is so good in math. He has to

do math problems before he

gets to “play” on the computer. 

We are very proud of his

progress, and of his jump in

self-confidence and self-esteem.

He still loves to come to the

center, but he is a totally differ-

ent person from that whiny little

boy who started with us at the

beginning of his second grade.

He told me yesterday that his

birthday is at the end of the

month and he’ll be eight years

old. 

We’re hoping we have

given him a small start in mak-

ing his years of education more

rewarding and beneficial. We

wish him good luck in all he

hopes to achieve. u
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Tutor Doris Williams helps student
Teresa Ortega on a math assignment.



Board of Directors
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Judy Alexandre, President

Jackie Manley, Vice President

Barbara Tomblin, Secretary

Don Cline, Treasurer

Karen Campbell

Mary Carr

James Hornstein

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)

Roy Schneider

Ann Tobin

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Joe Anguiano
Pantry Coordinator

Lynn Austin
Program Manager

Kari Brogdin 
Business Manager

Bobbye Condron 
Clerical Support

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Kendra Folsom 
Administrative Assistant

Renee Hall 
SARAH Coordinator

Sheila Kay 
Transitional Housing Case Manager

Shari Kempton 
SARAH Coordinator

Jennifer Richards
Morning Receptionist

Linda Simson 
Reception Center Coordinator

Marcia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

“What does the LORD require 

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and estab-

lished on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity

whose mission is twofold: To do justice by serving the poor, hun-

gry and oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for

those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special pro-

jects pulling together the efforts of individual local churches and groups to

meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive lis-

teners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families in

order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day

supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,

and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals

committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through communica-

tions, advocacy, networking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in

one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless

Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide tran-

sitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested agen-

cies and individuals to provide year-round emergency shelter for homeless

people.
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Project Under-

standing Home

Improvement

Auction Needs

Your Help

As we told you last month,

the Project Understanding

Home Improvement Auction

has been scheduled for

Saturday, October 11, 2003.

As the name implies, the

theme of the auction will be

home improvement with all of

the auction items for sale

relating to that motif.

This is going to be an excit-

ing event but it will take many

volunteers to make it a success.

We estimate that it will take

at least 75 volunteers doing

such things as security, food

service and sales, check out

(cash and computers), regis-

tration, set up, and clean up.

There are tasks suited to the

interests and abilities of every-

one.

We also need donations of

goods or services related to the

home improvement theme.

Some examples of possible

donations are handyman ser-

vices, gardening, painting, land-

scaping, cement work, and

home improvement tools and

supplies. Just let your imagina-

tion run wild—as long as it

relates to home improvement.

So save the date—October

11th—and plan to be a part of

the excitement. Whether you

volunteer, donate or come to

buy, we need you to help make

this event a success.

If you can donate or 

volunteer, or would like more

information, please call Kendra 

at 652-1326.u
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never developed and the indus-

try asked the phone company to

set them aside permanently so

that they could be used in

movies and television without

fear of giving out a working

phone number.

This system has worked so

well that we are all aware as

soon as we hear a phone num-

ber “555-XXXX” in a movie

that the number is phony.

Recently, the makers of the

movie Bruce Almighty decided

that they didn’t want this dis-

traction among viewers of their

movie. The plot called for God

to give a mortal a phone num-

ber that would reach God’s

pager. Instead of giving a “555”

number they gave a real seven-

digit phone number. 

To their credit, they did

check that the phone number

was not in service in the

Buffalo area code where the

movie takes place. What did not

seem to occur to them was that

their movie would be seen in

other area codes.

When the movie opened,

people with that phone number

all over the country began to

receive calls asking to speak to

God. At first people thought

these were random prank calls

but slowly they discovered the

connection. Some then simply

recorded an answering machine

message explaining that this

was not God’s phone number

and please hang up, but some of

the callers ignored the message

and left their phone numbers for

God to call back. I heard sever-

al interviews on National Public

Radio with people who have

this number in various area

codes. (It occurred to me that

NPR was just adding to the

number of calls these people

were receiving.) 

My first thought as I lis-

tened to the interviews was,

“What kind of a person would

think that a phone number given

in a comedy movie was some-

how really God’s phone 

number?” But as I listened the

people explained that most of

the callers where serious people

with real problems who really

needed to hear from God. They

needed and wanted real and

serious answers to real and seri-

ous questions.

And I began to think, if I

believed that I had a phone

number that would connect me

directly to God, what would I

want to ask? Would I ask deep

theological questions that have

troubled humanity throughout

the millennia? Or would I want

special favors for the world or

for someone near to me (like

world peace or a cure for can-

cer).

And then I remembered

another interview I had heard

about. The person being inter-

viewed was Mother Teresa and

the interviewer asked her,

“When you pray, what do you

say to God?” To which she

replied, “Oh, I don’t say any-

thing, I just listen.” So the inter-

viewer asked, “Then what does

God say to you?”

“God doesn’t say anything.

He just listens,” was her answer.

And for that kind of conversa-

tion, we don’t need a phone

number. u

Phone Number
Continued From Page 8
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Thank you to the follow-
ing people and groups
who contributed cash
during the month of May:

Individuals
Liz Aced

Susan Adamich

Nathan & Anne Alday

Cheryl Aldrich

Catherine Alexander

Judy Alexandre

Erin Allen

Miguel Altaruira

Karen Amescua

Arthur & Dennis Anderson

Ruben & Terrie Andrade

Bruce & Letcy Anselmo

George & Ellen Appel

William & Dorothy Asano

Roy & Mary Lou Ash

Lila Atkisson

David & Carolyn Banks

Sonia Bass

James & Holly Bayes

Susan Beattie

Beverly Benitez

Elizabeth Blanchard

Melvin Bloom

Donna Boeck

Barbara Born

Deborah Bowling

Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea

Donna Branstrom

John & Eleanor Buchanan

Bill & Loretta Burton

Liana Calvin

Tyler Cammack

Charles & Marilyn Cantello

Ted & Sherry Cargnino

Robert & Cheryl Carlson

Becky Caron

Thomas & Joan Carr

Soyla CeJa

Elizabeth Cerino

Kathy Cerino

Anthony Cerino

Elizabeth Cerino

Steve & Karen Chadwick

James & Susan Cheek

Walter Clark

Naomi Claypool

Michael Collins

Patricia Connelly

June Conrad

Robert & Fran Costello

William & Leah Coulter

Ronald & Bonnie Counseller

William & Karen Craffey

Helen Crouch

Harriet Curry

Mary Curtis

Susan Daluddung

Herb & Cathy Davis

Mary Jo Davy

Arsenio & Flordeliza De 

La Torre

Kathy DeVera

Harry & Margery Dickinson

Charlene Dickson

Robin & Linda Dillion

Helen Dirkes

Dan & Mary Doll

Fabien & Jean Dufau

Henry & Jessie Duim

Charles & Margaret Dunn

Joanna Edmonds

James & Frances Egan

Barbara Eggert

Ed & Beverly Eidson

Patricia Ellison

James & Lelita Emch

Fred & Martha Engle

Mary Espinoza

Betty Lou Evans

Robert & Lynne Farrow

Brianne Faulkner

Joe & Kim Fiano

Howard Finnegan

Jaqueline Flores

William & Beverly Flothmeier

Lisa Foster

Sue Ellen Fowler

Lisa Fox

Ruth Foyil

Miriam Fraser

Sylvia Garcia

Yvonne Garcia

Robert & Barbara Garrison

Robert Gibbs

Ricky & Cheri Gibson

Mark Giddings

Dennis Giroux

James & Geraldine Goforth

Albert Goldberg

Candy & Paul Gooding

Powell & Billie Greenland

Pepper Grout

Iris Gruwell

William & Catherine Hannah

Rachel Hansen

Debra & James Harber

Leslie Hardt

Wilma Hays

Jane Helm

Stanley Henney

Judith Higgins & Tyler 

Cammack

Andrea & Wade Horigan

Bob & Lee Horne

Carroll & Dorothy Hudson

Norman & Ann Hudson

Robert & Kathryn Huff

Carol & Douglas Hughes

JoAnn Jackley

Florence Jay

Craig & Donna Johnson

Janice Johnson

George & Laurie Jordan

David & Ruth Kille

John Kintsel

Aaron Kitzman

Richard & Sue Komorowski

Marianne Kutz

Janice Kuzemko

Edward & Susan Lacey

William & Joan Lansing

Gaylord & Muriel Larsen

Byron & Rene Lawler

Troy & Arlene Lawson

Gloria Lechuga

Lee Lehman

Barry & Kathy Lewis

Warren & Lucille Lewis

Stacy Lightfoot & Ryan 

Gallagher

Douglas & Patricia Lochner

Kenneth & Laura Locken

Dennis & Jeannette 

Longwill

Barbara Lopez

Frances Lowe

Gary Lundquist

Donald & Barbara MacDonald

Sylvia Mack

Kay Maloney

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall

Mara McCarthy

Lillian McClintock

Tom & Florence McInally

Ashwani & Reeta Mehta

Pedro Mendoza

Luceille Merkel

Leo Meyer

Richard & Loueen Miller

Anthony & Regina Mitchell

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell

Lupe Montano

Mark Morris

Robert & Mariellen Murphy

Mike & Betty Nazzaro

Terri Nelson

Perry & Barbara Newton

Susan Norris

James & Catherine Nye

Helen O'Donnell

MaryJane O'Hagen

Mark O’Keefe

Wendy & Fred Odom

Douglas & Diane Off

Joann Offill

Donald & Shirley Oliver

Cathie Oliver

Susan Olson

Danielle Onstot

Frances Page

Mason & Carolyn Parrish

Richard & Ellen Pearson

Alan & Kristine Plasch

John & Anna Powell

Tom & Pamela Prinz

Geoffrey & Estelle Prouse

David & Thayer Reese

Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Joan Roberts

Duane & Melvina Rodgers

Karin Rodriquez

Ursula Rose

Michael & Carolyn Russell

John Ryan

Robert & Kathy Sacks

Louis & Susan Samonsky

Josefina Sanchez & 

Mirella Tellez

Salvatore & Mary Saputo

Roy & Sharon Schneider

John & Roberta Schoenherr

Allan & Julianne Schulze

Dorothy Schupbach

Robert & Mary Scott

Laurence & Linda Sellers

Martha Sexton

Tom & Judy Shaw

Charles & Jeannette 

Simmons

Mary Smith

Charlie Smith

Ira & Esther Sorkin

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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Dawn Sorsen

Jack & Mary Spoor

Emery & Martha Starkweather

Joanne Stone

Renee & Lonnie Sutton

Michael & Pamela Swartout

George & Kimberly Taylor

Luther & Kay Tolo

Dorothy & Dwight Tullis

Charles & Kristen Utts

Laura Valdez

Cindy Victorion-Ortiz

Les & Judy Vielbig

Ruberda Vigen

M Viggiano

Ken Volock

Daniel & Joanne Wakelee

Mary Jane Wallace

Wanda Watson & Morgan 

Kortlander

Jackson Wheeler

Paul & Lucille White

Alton & Germaine Williams

Mary Winter

Nancy Worcester

Guy & Edith Wysinger

In memory of:

Eileen Neece

Given by:

Gene & De Lois Greer

In memory of:

Elsie Carr

Given by:

Agnes Riedmiller

Jeanette Ross

In memory of:

Ethel Cross

Given by:

Loisgail Narkevic

In honor of:

Honorable Melinda 

Johnson

Given by:

United Methodist Women

In honor of:

Susan and Michael 

Fuller’s 21st Wedding 

Anniversary

Given by:

John Fuller

Churches &
Organizations

Alff Chiropractic

County of Ventura

Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America

First Assembly of God of 

Ventura

First Baptist Church of Ojai

Kinko’s

Land of Design

Lobeck Security Services

Ojai Presbyterian Church

Presbytery of Santa Barbara

Pythian Sisters

Rio Mesa Classroom 107

Soroptimist International 

of Ventura

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

of Ventura

Trinity Lutheran Church

United Way of Los Angeles 

County

United Way Edison 

International

United Way SBC Employee

Giving

Ventura County Credit Union

Ventura County In-Home 

Assistance

Westminster Presbyterian 

Church

World Reach, Inc

Thank you to the follow-
ing people and groups
who contributed food and
other items to our 
program in May:

Individuals
Robert Anderson & Rose 

Marie Voelker

Diana & Hannah Boydstun

JoAnn Catalano

Leslie Dunne

Kendra Folsom

Ashelei Higuera

Gloria Jackson

Charles & Jeanne Levasseur

Robert Mason & Tina 

McMillan

Jan McGuire

Yuriko Ota

Charles Paarman

Ann Ragen

Adriella Rose

Doris Ruiz

Jill Surmont

Cody Teno

Leonard & Marsha Weber

Richard & Shelley Wilmeth

Diane Zigabarra

Churches &
Organizations

Anacapa Bread Company

College United Methodist 

Church

Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church

First Baptist Church of 

Ventura

First Christian Church

First United Methodist 

Church of Ventura

FOOD Share

Full of Beans Bakery & 

Coffee Shop

Girl Scouts of Tres Condados, 

Girl Scouts, Troop 380

Grace Lutheran Church

Grip & Rip Restaurant

Gumballs Etc.

Mission Uniform & Linen 

Services

Oxnard Shores Mobile 

Home Park

San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

of Ventura

Trader Joe’s

Unitarian Universalist Church

Ventura TowneHouse

Vons Grocery, Harbor Blvd.

Vons Grocery, Telegraph Rd.

Vons Grocery, Thompson 

Blvd.

Newsletter Layout

Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

We have gotten

some calls con-

cerning Cars 4 Causes

after an article appeared

in the Ventura County

Star reporting on a law-

suit filed by the State of

California against Cars

4 Causes.

The lawsuit con-

tends that Cars 4 Causes

has not been following

California law concern-

ing smog checks on

some of the vehicles the

nonprofit sells. Cars 4

Causes could be levied

substantial fines if the

allegations are found to

be correct. Cars 4

Causes has denied any

wrongdoing.

We have no infor-

mation or comment

about the validity of

these charges. However,

we want to point out

that there are no charges

of mishandling funds

intended for other non-

profits such as Project

Understanding. We

believe that every dollar

that was intended for us

was given to us.

Until the issues 

under investigation are

resolved, we encourage

our supporters to use

their own discretion in

making a donation to

Cars 4 Causes.



Highlights

P. 1: Helping and encourag-

ing one child at a time.

Teachers and parents are

grateful for Avenue

Tutoring.

P. 2: Lincoln teachers and

tutors work together.

Oxnard Tutoring is proud of

excellent student progress.

P. 3: Saticoy Tutoring fills

Saticoy Library to over-

flowing.

P. 7: Cars 4 Causes

Rheto-Rick

No Phone Number

Is Needed to Talk

to God

By Rick Pearson

Executive Director

Afederal court recently

ruled that cell phone users

have the right to take their

phone number with them if they

change service providers. Up to

now, if customers changed com-

panies, they had to get a new

number, but the court said that

this was an inhibition to free

trade because it made 

people reluctant to change.

Business people in particu-

lar where reluctant. Changing a

cell phone number might mean

a great expense in new 

stationery and business cards to

reflect the new number, not to

mention all of the business 

that might be lost when people

inadvertently called the wrong

number.

But it is not just business

people who have strong ties to

their phone numbers. Our phone

number is an important part of

our identity. When I go into my

dry cleaners, they greet me

warmly but they ask me not for

my name but for my phone

number.

When thinking about this I

realized that I can easily recite

my phone number when I was a

child. I learned that number so

long ago that it began with a

two letter prefix rather than

being all numbers. I had that

phone number for the first 22

years of my life. In fact, two

phone numbers account for 37

years—more than two-thirds of

my life. But that pales in com-

parison to my parents who have

changed their phone number

only once in the last 62 years.

The movie and television

industry early realized how

important it was not to use real

phone numbers in entertainment

programs. If someone thought

that the number given in a

movie was the real number for

that actor, some innocent

bystander who happened to

have that number might be

harassed. Fortunately, numbers

with the prefix “555” had been

set aside for a purpose that

See Phone Number, Page 5
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