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Murals Brighten
the Avenue Center
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

Bright colors and pictures of
happy students and tutors

grace the exterior of the Avenue
Tutoring Center thanks to the
work of three art students from
California State University,
Channel Islands. Katherine
Bloom, Allen Padley and
Danielle Martel created the
murals as their Capstone Project
which is done in the senior year
before graduation.

They got acquainted with
the Tutoring Center and its
activities, hunted for donated
paints and materials, and then
painted the murals on panels
which Bill Wakelee installed
above the windows facing
Ventura Avenue and East Vince

Street. What a beautiful way to
tell the community about what
we do here at the Tutoring
Center! We think that they also
say that this is a great neighbor-
hood and we are proud to be a
part of it.

The murals replace the ones
that were painted ten years ago
by artist Wanda Martin. Those
lovely paintings had faded, the

paint was
cracked and
peeling, and the
wood had begun
to deteriorate.
Wanda felt that
they were
beyond repair,
but she no
longer paints.
We were in a
quandary until
the CSUCI stu-
dents appeared.
Many thanks to
Katherine, Allen

and Danielle for beautifying our
building and brightening the
neighborhood! u
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You Are Invited 
to Open House 
at the Avenue

Tutoring Center
Friday, January 18
3:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Ventura Ave. and Vince St.
in Ventura

n Come and see our 
new murals.

n Meet the artists.

n Get acquainted with 
the center.

n Enjoy refreshments 
with us.

n Hope to see you there!

Bill Wakelee installs one of the murals to the Tutoring Center wall.

Student artist Allen Padley fastens one of the panels to the Tutoring wall.



Latest News From
Tutoring
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

Vacation is over, and our
tutoring centers are busy

with 228 students and 167
tutors working together one-to-
one and in small groups. That’s
the good news. The not so good
news is that 46 students are
waiting for a tutor, with 20 of
these students at our Oxnard
Center. Oxnard has been nearly
overwhelmed with requests for
tutoring and more tutors are
desperately needed there.

Those are the numbers, but
here are some stories about who
make up these numbers.

Learning to Count in Oxnard.
Eric is a high school junior

who was once a student in the
Oxnard Tutoring Center. Re-
cently he came back to the cen-
ter (top photo) because he had a
bit of trouble at school and
needed to donate 20 hours of
public service to clear it up. Site
coordinator Joyce Clark remem-

bered him as a very nice young
man, and was pleased to have
his help. Mark Anthony is a
kindergarten student who can’t
count or write his numbers.

Joyce matched them up and
told Eric that his job was to
bring Mark Anthony up to
speed in his math. Eric has
made it his personal mission to
teach Mark to count and write
his numbers. To that end they
are counting things all over the
Tutoring Center. Mark Anthony
can now count to ten and can
write many of his numbers. It
sounds like a win-win arrange-
ment for both tutor and student.

Oxnard Students Earn
Awards.

Don’t the kids in the lower
left photo look happy? They
have a good reason to be smil-
ing. Each of these Oxnard 
students received a “Most
Improved Student” Award from
their school this fall! Everyone
(students, parents, and tutors)
was thrilled, and they had a cel-
ebration at the Tutoring Center.
It’s wonderful to be able to cel-
ebrate children’s successes with
them. They are students at
Marshall, Driffill and Kamala
elementary schools.

Tutoring Runs in the Family
at Saticoy.

Saticoy has been blessed
with several families with tutor-
ing in their blood. 

Foothill High student, Gene
Gobuyan, follows his brother
and sister who both tutored
here. Buena student Isabel
Halpern also had an older broth-
er and sister who were tutors
and another Buena student,
Libby Galen-Attleson’s sister
helped us a couple of years ago.
How great that tutoring runs in
the family! 

Many thanks to all of our
super tutors.
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Oxnard students received a “Most Improved Student” Award this fall. They are from left to
right, back row: Jerry Rodriguez, Eduardo Vega, Richard Munoz; front row: Jewel Ruiz, 
Magali Vega, Oscar Vega, Bryan Pedraza.

Eric (l) has helped Mark Anthony to count and write his numbers.

See Tutoring News, Page 3



Student Makes Progress at
Lincoln Elementary School.

Lincoln School is located
on Santa Clara Street, and it
serves downtown and midtown
Ventura. It is a lovely neighbor-
hood school, smaller than many
of the other elementary schools
in Ventura. Many of Lincoln’s
students are very needy, how-
ever, and this year six or seven
of our tutoring students there
are living in a motel. The par-
ents take turns picking them up
at school.

Charlotte is one of the chil-
dren who lives in the motel.
When she started tutoring she
was very suspicious and her
academic skills were low. Site
coordinator Eunice Koch has
noticed that over time Charlotte
has developed more self-confi-
dence and has really blossomed.
Now when she is faced with a
problem, instead of giving up
she will say, “Let me think a
minute; don’t tell me,” and she
usually figures it out. Isn’t it
wonderful what one hour a
week with a caring helper can
do?

Reading Group Opportunity
at the Avenue.

The Avenue Center has
many second graders this year
who need help with their read-
ing, and we would love to start
a small reading group for them.
Small groups have worked
beautifully at the Eastminster
Center, and we think they would
be a great help to Avenue stu-
dents also. All we need is a
retired elementary school
teacher to lead the group for an
hour or two each week. Could
this be your opportunity to stay

involved with children’s educa-
tion without all the hassle that
goes along with managing a
classroom? We hope so! u

Happenings at 
the Eastminster
Tutoring Center
By Betty Whitney
Eastminster Site Coordinator

The Eastminster Center is
always looking for new

ways to help students and their
families. One new program is a
Middle School Math Homework
Center taught by two retired
engineers, Mike Hage and Jim
Blocksom. There are eight to
ten students attending each
week. The men enjoy algebra
and the students are understand-
ing their work.

Also, Bunny Raymond, a
speech therapist, donates her
time to improve speaking for
some of our children.

We feel so indebted to 
such qualified, dedicated 
volunteers. u
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Tenth Annual
Women of Vision
Conference 

The Tenth Annual All Faiths
Women of Vision Con-

ference will be held on Sunday,
February 10, from 2 - 4:30 p.m.
at the First United Methodist
Church, 1338 East Santa Clara
St., Ventura. The requested
donation is $5, free for students.

Seven outstanding commu-
nity women leading some of the
biggest Ventura County agen-
cies and organizations affecting
women, fami-
lies, and social
services will
share their per-
sonal views on
finding balance
between career,
family, and com-
munity service. What are the
core values which sustain them?
How are needs being met in
Ventura and is there anything
we need to know?  

Please join clergy, lay-
women, and past award 
recipients as we celebrate our
mission of promoting respect
and appreciation for all 
members of our community in
an inspirational afternoon.

This year’s recipients are
Sr. Corita Burnham, St. John’s
Regional Medical Center; Lauri
Flack, Ventura County Human
Services Agency; Claudia
Harrison, First Five Commis-
sion; Victoria Jump, Ventura
County Area on Aging; Diane
Koranda, Boy and Girls Club of
Ventura, Inc; Kathy Long,
Ventura County Board of
Supervisors; and Nan Waltman,
V.C.Clue (Clergy and Laity
United for Economic 
Justice). u

Tutoring News
Continued From Page 2

labor they can — whether that
is the immigrant women of the
“sweat-shops” of New York in
the first two decades of the last
century or the overseas shops
now in the opening years 
of this century. And I am 
complicit when I make low
price my sole criterion in 
purchasing clothing.

I don’t know how to do it,
but I hope that in the new year
I can find a way to help people
“make it in the USA.” u

Labels
Continued From Page 8



Board of Directors
vvv

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
President

Judy Alexandre
Vice-President

Dolores “De De” Taylor
Secretary

Tom Hallock
Treasurer

Howard Bolinger

Kar en Campbell

Dave Schulze

Dorothy Prairie

Mar y L. Watson

Dale Watson

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Kari Br ogdin 
Business Manager

Jim Grimes 
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Randy Ringen 
Pantry Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Receptionist

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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Randy Ringen 
Is New Pantry
Coordinator

In October, Al Gandy, who
had been appointed as Pantry

coordinator during the summer,
asked to be relieved of his
duties
because
he need-
ed time
to attend
to his
mother’s
health
needs in
Utah. 

We
wish Al well, and we are
pleased to introduce Randy
Ringen as the new Pantry 
coordinator. 

Randy is a native Southern
Californian and has lived in the
city of Ventura for most of his
life. He graduated with a B.A.
in English from UC Berkeley
and an M.A. in English from
UCLA. It was at Berkeley that
Randy learned how strongly the
Judeo-Christian tradition
emphasizes the necessity of
serving those in need.

Randy taught English in
Poland in 2004-2005. Before
that, he worked at Harvey Mudd
College and General Dynamics.

In addition to his duties at
the Pantry, Randy is a part-time
English teacher at Ventura
College. He has also written
scripts for the environmentally
themed radio program Isla
Earth, which is sponsored by
the Catalina Conservancy. He 
is a member of Eastminster
Presbyterian Church in 
Ventura. u
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Steve and Mary Hood, New Transition
House Resident Managers, Say Hello
By Steve Hood, Transition House Resident Manager

Mary and I met
in church 12

years ago and were
married this October.
We heard about
Project Understand-
ing through our 
minister, Dave
Schulze. We where
both looking for a
way to give back for
what we feel so richly blessed
with. So when the opportunity
came up to manage the apart-
ments, we felt it was an answer
to prayer. I own a handyman
business and am under contract 
to The Becker Group for 

commercial maintenance. Mary
is a C.N.A. working towards an
L.V.N. We are happy to be 
associated with Project 
Understanding and are looking
forward to a long, meaningful
relationship. u

Don Dewey Begins
New Position,
Leaves Project
Understanding
Board

The Rev. Don Dewey, who
was the pastor of the First

Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in Ventura for more than
a decade, has been appointed
Co-Regional Minister (along
with his wife, the Rev. Susan
Gonzales Dewey) for the Pacific
South West Region of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ).

This exciting new opportu-
nity for Don and Susan has
necessitated Don’s resignation
from the Project Understanding
Board of Directors.

Don joined the board in
January 2004 and was in his
second three-year term. During

his time on the board, Don was
active in helping to carry out
several events, including the
two Festivals of Hobbies and
the celebration for the support-
ive housing component of the
WAV project in Ventura. 

We wish the Deweys well
as they begin their new respon-
sibilities in the Pasadena area. u

The Rev. Don Dewey with his wife the Rev.
Susan Gonzales Dewey.
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Thank you to the follow-
ing people and groups
who contributed cash to
our program during the
month of November:

Individuals
Judy Alexandre
Helen Archer
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Marion Baranowski
John & Beverly Beck
Helen Beeler
Steve Bennett
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea
Sheila Brady
Bob & Mary Braitman
Nancy Breslin
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
John Broms, M.D.
Gene Bruton
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Leo Butts
Stanley & Gladys Carlson
Thomas & Joan Carr
Daniel Carrillo
Robert & Elaine Castle
Rose Chacon
James & Susan Cheek
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Gerald & Joanne Cornelius
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Herbert Curtis
Peter & Diane Dowler
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
Lisa Edwards & Bill Meyer
Frances & James Egan
Barbara Eggert
Dorothy & Monte 

Elchoness

James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Frederick & Lynda Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
William & Beverly 

Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Robert Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Candy & Paul Gooding
Christoph & Loren Haar
Krista-Anne Hallock
Joy Hamlat
Kay Hannah
Ivan Harkey
Betty Harris
Tom & Cynthia Hashbarger
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Wilma Hays
Jane Helm
Susan Henderson
Mike Hershey
Carol Hertel
Ruth Hickerson
William & Pauline Hinds
Waldi Holloway
Charles & Vicky 

Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Ronald & Barbara Hudoba
Carroll Hudson
Norman & Marilee Hudson
JoAnn Jackley
Genevieve Jason
Lois Jeavons
Jay & Mindy Johnson
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Richard & Sue 

Komorowski
George Kroll
Ada Kudron
Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere
Byron & Irene Lawler
Howard & Irene Level
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis

Lou & Kay Liddi
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette 

Longwill
Rockwood & Susan Ludes
Gary Lundquist
Don & Lucy Lyman
Sylvia Mack
Jacqueline Manley
John & Frances Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Robert & Lois McCampbell
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Leo Meyer
Barbara Mickey
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Betty Moon
Alfred Mottola
Gail Narkevic
Susan Olson
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Pamela Pecarich
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
John & Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie
Sharron Price
Diane Rennell
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Raymond & Marie Ruiz
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Joe & Charlene Schmidt
Roberta Schoenherr
Iris Schulman
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Sharon & William Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Joanne Stone
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Robert & Kathie Tobias
Brian & June Trist
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Les & Judy Vielbig
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Bill & Marcia Wakelee

Mary Jane Wallace
William Waters
Dale & Mary Watson
Leonard & Marsha Weber
Jack & Laura Whyte
Kathryn Wilbur
James & Marilyn Williams
Donnet & Phyllis Wilt
John & Paulina Wolfe
Sigrid Wong

In memory of:
Agnes Sylvester

Given by:
Ed & Carol Jones

In memory of:
Bud Florine

Given by:
Jerry & Bernice Baird

In honor of:
Linda Bolinger’s 
Birthday

Given by:
Les & Judy Vielbig

In memory of:
Maisie Smith

Given by:
Jean Nussman

In memory of:
My great-aunt, Elsie Carr

Given by:
Steve & Terry Homand

In memory of:
My husband, Bill 
Spoentgen

Given by:
Karen Spoentgen

In honor of:
My mother’s and my 
sister’s birthdays

Given by:
Gloria Lewis

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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In honor of:
Our daughter Jeanne’s 
engagement

Given by:
Edward & Diane Zeamba

In memory of:
Richard

Given by:
Gene & De Lois Greer

Churches &
Organizations

Church World Service, Inc., 
Ventura Crop Walk

City of San Buenaventura
County of Ventura
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
First Assembly of God of 

Ventura
First Baptist Church of 

Ventura, Dunamite Class
Horizon Foursquare Church
Live Oak Christian 

Fellowship
Pythian Sisters
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

of Ventura
St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church
Unitarian Universalist 

Church
United Way of Ventura 

County
United Way, Other, United 

Way/SBC Employee 
Giving

United Way, Other, 
Wellpoint Foundation

Thank you to the follow-
ing people and groups
who contributed food and
other items to our pro-
gram during the month of
November:

Individuals
Florida Alvarade

Jill Bailey
Katherine Bloom
Monterey Bravinder
Dan & Judy Dugan
Kelly Dwyer
Norma Emery
Ginny Fulgentes
Lynn & Alvin Geller
Les Goldberg
Newell & Dorothy Gragg
Ruth Hampton
Sheelah Henry
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Ed & Carol Jones
Lydia Kaplan
Pat Kinsella
Richard & Sue 

Komorowski
Edward & Susan Lacey
Morrie Lewis
Art & Jean Marshall
Danielle Martel
Jeanette Mickelson
Larry & Nancy Older
Allen Padley
Mercy Sanchez
Mildred Satrum
Bruce & Signe Smale
Diane Jane Thoreau
George & Eleanor Tillquist
Leonard & Marsha Weber

Churches &
Organizations

Church of the Foothills
College United Methodist 

Church
Community Action of 

Ventura County
Community of Christ 

Church
Community Presbyterian 

Church
CVS Pharmacy, Agoura 

Hills
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
First Baptist Church of 

Ventura
First Lutheran Church

First United Methodist 
Church of Ventura

FOOD Share
Friends of the Library
Fuller Paint
Grace Lutheran Church
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Peet’s Coffee House
PRC Childcare
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
Seaside Highland Games
Second Church of Christ, 

Scientist
Soroptimist International of 

Ventura
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

of Ventura
Starbucks
Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Preschool Parents
Unitarian Universalist 

Church
Ventura Bingo
Ventura Charter School
Ventura City Fire Station 

No. 4
Ventura County Ballet 

Company
Ventura High School, Girl’s 

Basketball Team
Ventura Missionary Church, 

Ventura Missionary 
School

Vons, Harbor Blvd.
Vons, Telegraph Rd.
Vons, Thompson Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Sustaining
Donors 

Sustaining donors are
those who make a 

single gift of $1,000 or
more. To show our appre-
ciation for their support,
they are listed here for 
12 months.  

Edward & Jill Banman 
Judith Chamberlin
Austin & Mary Jo Coe 
Todd & Cheryl Collart 
William Corkins & Diane 

Federle 
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Jeffrey & Debra Hill 
Harriet Hillam 
Robert Ingrum 
David Jaffe & Elizabeth 

West 
Shelley Jones 
Kearney Family Fund
Echo Kukuchek 
Aurora Loss 
Evea Merrick 
Virgil & Lynn Nelson 
Leah Ohse 
Richard & Ellen Pearson 
Robert & Lupe Piros  
Tom & Pamela Prinz 
Gretchen Schaffner & 

Alex Reid 
Michael & Pamela 

Swartout 
Dolores Taylor 
Fred & Barbara Tomblin 
Marion Ward
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Looking at Labels

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

I recently bought two new pair
of pants. They were very

inexpensive and when I looked
at the label I saw that they had
been made in China. It got me
curious, and so I looked at the
rest of my wardrobe. 

My shirts were all made in
Mexico. My dress shoes were
made in India. My running
shoes were made in China, and
my underwear was made in
Honduras. My sports coat was
made in Mexico, and my suit
was made in Jordan.

The only thing that I wear
regularly that was made in the
United States is my felt Fedora.

This research suddenly
brought to mind a jingle that I
remember from the 1970s for
the International Ladies’
Garment Workers’Union.
Maybe you remember it too. It
went:

Look for the union label 
when you are buying that coat,
dress or blouse.

Remember somewhere our
union’s sewing,
our wages going to feed the
kids, and run the house.

We work hard, but who’s com-
plaining? 
Thanks to the I.L.G. we’re pay-
ing our way!

So always look for the union
label,
it says we’re able to make it in
the U.S.A.! 

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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Unfortunately, the ILGWU
is gone and so is the union
label. But the issue is neither
new nor has it gone away. For
more than a hundred years the
manufacturers of the clothing
that we wear have always
sought to find the cheapest

See Labels, Page 3

IN THIS ISSUE


