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SARAH Center
Provides Basic
But Impor tant

Services

By Shari Kempton
SARAH Coordinator

n the past ten years, | have

taken more than 3,650 shew
ers. | have done over 1,040
loads of laundryjust for myself,
not to mention many more for
my family. It wasnt difficult. |
have a home. | have a showar
washing machine and a clothe
dryer

During the many years |

have served the homeless at
Project Understanding, | have
often wondered what | would
do, just how | would cope if |
were homeless. Keeping up wi
the simplest of lifes tasks,
keeping my body and clothes
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for me. Getting my everyday
basic needs met would be
daunting, if not impossible.

If I were homeless, how
would | get mail or make phoné
calls? If | were to apply for a
job, what address or phone
number would | put on a job
application? Who would even
consider hiring me if I had no
address or phone number?

Fortunately| do not have tg
face these questions. But man)
men, women and children in
Ventura do. It is daunting for

5 mountain to climb.

But, because of your
support we here at Project
Understanding are able to pro
vide some of these basic need
for people. At the SARAH
Center people can get a warm

trshower wash and dry their
clothes, get their mail, make ar
receive phone calls, even see

clean, would be a big challengg

> public health nurse twice a
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them. It often seems like a huge

A newsletter for the volunteers
and supporters of Project
Understanding

January 2003

week, all very important things
that many of us, myself espe
cially, often take for granted.
The SARAH Center

> provides some very basic, but
important needs for many
people. ¢ thank you, our
supporters, for helping us to
provide these services.
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Holiday Inn Makes
a Generous
Contribution

)

he Holiday Inn of
TVentura, site of the
Project Understanding
25th Anniversary
Dinner, has made a
donation of nearly
$3,500.

This gift represents
the entire cost of the
use of the facility and
the dinner for the event.
We are deeply grateful
to the Holiday Inn for
this gift.

o

ter for the day .




Women of sion
Conference Set
for January 19

n Conference paticipants
are invited to bring unopened
toiletries to be donated to
Project Understanding.

he Sixth Annualll Faiths

Women of sion
Confeenceis scheduled for
Sunday afternoon, January 19
2003. Dr Trudy Tuttle Arriaga
will speak on “Education
Through a Lifetime.” She is the
Superintendent of Schools for
the \entura Unified School
District.

Conference @anizers say
of Dr. Arriaga, “Her ability to
foster innovative and positive
change is legendarf?lease join
us for an inspiring keynote
address that promises to help
look deeply into our own heart
and minds to explore our valug
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A program of WMA, Ventura Interfoith Ministerial Association

Sunday, January 19, 2003

ST. Paul's EpiscopAL CHURCH
3290 Loma Vista Rd., Ventura, California

Featuring Keynote Speaker:

SUPERINTENDENT, VENTURA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

THE SIXTHE ANNUAL
At Farmus

Women o lision
CONFERENCY

1:00-4:00 p.m.

(805) 643-5033

Trudy Tuttle Arriaga

Learning Through a Lifetime
How Women Learn and Give

and to inspire us to be more
innovative in our lives.”

In the spirit of women
strengthening communityou
are invited to bring unopened
toiletries to be donated to
Project Understanding.

There will be preregistratio
by mail with space for the first
300 women.

The conference will be helg
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on
January 19 at Saint Pasl’
Episcopal Church at 3290 Lom
Vista Road in ¥ntura.

For more information,
please contact Robin Martin
(644-7079) or e-mail
womenofvision03@aol.com.

Avenue Tutoring
Center Tackles
usAlgebra

5> By Marcia Wakelee
STutoring Coordinator

iddle school students

who are struggling with
algebra have found a helping
hand at the ¥enue Ttoring
Center In Novemberone of our
veteran tutors, Wiam Hinds,
asked site coordinator Shelley
Wilmeth if anyone needed helg
in math. She responded that a
number of students were havin
difficulty with algebra, and he
offered to start a pre-algebra
study group. This group has
grown to eight students from D
Anza and Cabrillo middle
schools.

Since the Cabrillo students
are eighth graders and those
from De Anza are in seventh
grade, the students are workin
at different levels. This problern
was solved by dividing the
group in two and meeting twice

a week. Under MrHinds’
excellent guidance, our young
mathematicians are beginning to
grasp the essentials of algebra.
We are excited about their
progress.
Tutors who enjoy math are

n always needed at any of the five
tutoring centers. If you enjoy
working with children, and can

| give us one hour a week, please
call tutoring coordinator Marcia
Wakelee at 652-1326 to volun

ateeru

Good News Fom
a Former Client

Editor's Note: The following is
a letter fom a former SARAH
Center client.

Hi All Staff,

st a brief hello to some of
\]jou who know me on a per
sonal level. I'm doing just great
here in Northern California.
Life is good for me up here. |
say God sure knew what |
needed when He helped me
make this transition up here. My
thanks again to all of you for
helping me when | was indigent
and destitute. du are all in my
prayers as well as all the home
less | met in your beautiful
gcommunity Again, | say thank
you for sharing your heart to
me. | love you all for opening
the door of your heart. May
€God continue to bless you in
your efort to help others who
are in need.

Always,

A Clientu




Rev. Al Gorsline
Completes His
Terms on Board

he Rev Al Gorsline has

completed two full terms of
the Project Understanding
Board of Directors and is there
fore not eligible to be elected t
another term.

Al is an ordained United
Methodist pastor who was ser\
ing . Pauls
United
Methodist
Church in
Oxnard at the
time that he
joined the

Project Understanding board sjx

years ago.
He was instrumental in tha
congregation becoming a site

also chaired the Operations
Committee at Project Under
standing. Under his leadership
that committee has completely
revised the personnel policies
and made tremendous impreve
ments at the fAnsition House
apartments including a new
roof, complete exterior painting
R (including lead-based paint
removal and abatement) and tf
renovation of several of the
apartments.

Al also played a leading
role in the food donations for
the Project Understanding Live
and Silent Auctions.

During his tenure on the
board, Al retired from the activ
ministry and he and his wife,
Sandy are enjoying their retire
ment in Oxnard.

Thank you, Al, for your
years of faithful service. Enjoy

N

for the tutoring program. He ha

gyour well-earned retirement.

Thank You Again to Our
Annual Dinner Sponsors
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Resolution

Continued From Page 8

and overcome them to reach
, resolution.

Or we speak of resolution
in music when the composer
has overcome discord and-dis
sonance in order to bring forth
\«the final chord in harmony and
clarity.

And in this electronic age
we speak of the resolution of g
computer monitor or printer
Those in the know speak of
resolution in “dpi” or “dots per
inch.” The greater the reselu
, tion, the greater the clarity of
" the resulting image.

In all of these examples,
resolution is not something tha
we make. It is something that
we seek.

“When | was a child, |
spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, | reasoned like a
child; when | became a man, |
gave up childish ways. For nov
we see in a mirror dimjybut
then face to face. Now | know
in part; then | shall understand
fully, even as | have been fully]
known.”

As we stand at the gatewa
to the new yeaiet us not sim
ply make resolutions. Rather lg
us seek resolution. Let us be
two faced —looking to the pas
yes, but also looking to the
future seeking resolution by
overcoming hurdles and obsta
cles, by overcoming discord
and dissonance, and by increg
ing clarity.

In this new year | resolve
to seek resolution, to promote
harmony to increase clarityl
invite each of you to do the
same.

Happy New ar u

—
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Board of Directors
VW
Roy Schneider President
Judy Alexandre, Vice President
Helen O’Donnell, Secretary
Warr en Lovingfoss,Treasurer
Don Cline
Rev. Al Gorsline
James Hornstein
Jackie Manley
Diane Rennell
Barbara Tomblin

Saff
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Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Joe Anguiano
Pantry Coordinator

Lynn Austin
Program Manager

Aina Barber
Administrative Assistant

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Bobbye Condmon
Clerical Support

Maria Encarnacion
Morning Receptionist

Regina Fitz-Gerald

Housing Case Manager

Renee Hall
SARAH Coordinator

Sheila Kay

Transitional Housing Case Manager

Shari Kempton
SARAH Coordinator

Kathr yn Meza
Community Health Outreach

Linda Simson
Reception Center Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

“What does thd.orbp require of
you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
oject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and estab
ished on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity
whose mission is two-fold:oldo justice by serving the podwun
gry and oppressed with compassion and menagl to provide avenues for
those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special pro
jects pulling together the fefts of individual local churches and groups to
meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive lis
teners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families in
order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through communicaj
tions, advocacgynetworking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provideg
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations ientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide trap
sitional shelter and a voice for the homelessaftMra County

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested-agen
cies and individuals to provide yearund emeagency shelter for homeless
people.

J
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Annual Campaign
Seeks bur
Support

For more than a quarter of a
century the bulk of the
funding necessary for Project
Understanding to carry out its
mission has come from dona
tions. Last year nearly 60%
came from that source.

Some donors give theu
sands of dollars in a single gift
Most give much smaller gifts—
$10 or $20—on a monthly
basis. Each of these gifts is vit
to us.

Each year we ask our sup
porters to let us know what the

think they might be able to give

during the year ahead.

The last couple of years
have been very ditult for
nearly all nonprofit agencies
who rely on contributions.
Project Understanding has bee
no exception. Wh the state of
the economy and the stock ma
ket many donors are finding it
difficult to be as generous as
they have been in the past.
However the same factors that
have made donations decreast
also increase the needs of the
people whom we serve.

This year more than ever
we need to know that we can
count on our faithful supporters
We know that in these uncerta
economic times that financial
planning is dificult, but these
pledges make it much easier f(
us to plan our ébrts with those
in need.

Every gift is important.
Here is what your support at
various levels will help us do.

A $25 gift each month will
provide a student with a back-
to-school packet of supplies or
purchase enough razors to

supply the SARAH Center for 4
month.

A monthly pledge of $50
will buy a case of powdered
milk for the pantry which will
help feed 48 families. Or it will
purchase bus passes for two
people to provide much neede
transportation.

Or a $100 gift will buy
enough powdered laundry detg
gent to wash the clothes in the
SARAH Center for three
months.

Or a $150 gift will buy 30
cases of pasta (enough to feed
180 families).

As we said, the number of
people needing our help contin

al

d continue to be there for people

<

A ues to increase. The number of
families who came to the pantny

went up 33% last yeaRents in
Ventura County continue to

increase far faster than wages
The need continues to be great
and Project Understanding will

in need in westernanhtura
County—but only with your
rhelp.

You may use the form on
this page to communicate your
pledge to us. Thank you again
for your supportu

174
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2003Annual Campaign, | will

=

Name

g

make the following commitment:

1
| PerMonth r $150 r $100 r $50 r $25 r Other
i OR
E Annual r $3,000r $2,500 r $1,500 r $500 r Other
h
=l OR

| dont wish to make a pledge at this time butenisrmy gift of $

Project Understanding
Annual Campaign

Yes, | believe in the work and witness objBct UnderstandingAs a pat of the

=]

Address

=

City

Sate and Zip

Home Phone

Work Phone

(Comgpation)

r______________________;3______

Thank you for helping us help others.

If you ae a memeber of a coragation, please let us know which one.



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the people and

group s who contributed cash

in the month of November:
Individuals

Judy Alexandre

Arthur & Dennis Anderson

William & Dorothy Asano

Roy & Mary Lou Ash

Jill Ball

Lorraine Ballance

Pauline Ballard Estate

Marion Baranowski

Patricia Barrett

Elizabeth Blanchard

Donna Boeck

Barbara Born

Jefrey Brackett & Miriam Arichea

William & Mae Briggs

John & Eleanor Buchanan

David Buigeson

Bill & Loretta Burton

Stanley & Gladys Carlson

Thomas & Joan Carr

Robert & Elaine Castle

James & Susan Cheek

Ken & June Clark

Trudy Clark

Walter Clark

Naomi Claypool

Kevin & Janet Conmy

Marla & Craig Cornelius

Helen Crouch

Harry & Margery Dickinson

Helen Dirkes

Dan & Mary Doll

Peter & Diane Dowler

Fabien & Jean Dufau

Charles & Martha Dugan

Henry & Jessie Duim

Annette Duston

Berdean Eaton

Barbara Eggert

Ed & Beverly Eidson

Patricia Ellison

James & Lelita Emch

Fred & Martha Engle

Claire Eskenasy

Frederick & lynda Evans

Betty Lou Evans

Robert & Lynne Farrow

Joe & Kim Fiano

Howard Finnegan

Kenneth & Deirdra Finning

Bryan & Carrie Fisch

William & Beverly Flothmeier

Edith Fowler

Sue Ellen Fowler

Miriam Fraser

Robert & Barbara Garrison
William & Karen Ghormley
Warren Glaser

James & Geraldine Goforth
Les Goldbey

Nancy Gordon

Iris Gruwell

Christoph Haar

Heather Haas

Ronald & Pickens Halt
Lynnell & John Hankins
William & Catherine Hannah
Betty Harris

Richard & Linda Hatcher
Susan Henderson

Stanley Henney

James & Dana Hornstein
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Carroll & Dorothy Hudson
JoAnn Jackley

Jay & Mindy Johnson

Ruth Johnson

Craig & Donna Johnson
Jennifer Kelsey

Carolyn Kennedy

David & Ruth Kille

Richard & Arlene Kohnmann
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Theodore & Marilynn Kretschmer
Janice Kuzemko

Byron & Rene Lawler
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis

Mary Ann & Joseph Lish
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Frances Lowe

Gary Lundquist

Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall
Shane & Vé¢ndy Matthews
Melissa McCurdy

Betty McCurley

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Evea Merrick

Katie Mickey

Carol Nahrstedt

Loisgail Narkevic

Jean Nussman

Helen O’'Donnell

Douglas & Diane Of

Leah Ohse

Doris Olson

Susan Olson

Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Ryan & Lauri Pipkin

Alan & Kristine Plasch
John & Anna Powell

Tom & Pamela Prinz
David & Thayer Reese
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane & Melvina Rodgers
Karen Romney & Keith Lothrop
Doris Ruiz

Michael & Carolyn Russell
Andrea & Seven Sallee
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roy & Sharon Schneider
John & Roberta Schoenherr
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Martha Sexton

Tom & Judy Shaw
William & Sharon Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Joanne dne

Brook & Sue &urtevant
Renee Sutton

Michael & Pamela Swartout
Sandra Thomson

Charles & Dorothy Tibbs
Frederick & Sara Ulam
Silvia Veloz

Les & Judy \felbig

John & Mki Vigen

Bernard \isser

Daniel & Joanne \Akelee
Earl & Marcia Wakelee
Mary Jane \allace

William Waters

Paul & Lucille White

Troy & Patsy Whitteker
Doris Williams

Suzy Wiliams

Otis & Virginia Wyneken
K. L. &C. J. York



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

In honor of:

Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Given by:

David & Ruth Miller

In honor of:
Bob Carr
Given by:
Equity Management Group

In honor of:

Chuck Smith, in appreciation
Given by:

Meredith Moyers

In memory of:
Husband Velter and son Dean
Farrow

Given by:
Gerda Farrow

In honor of:

Jerry & Charlie Fletcher
Given by:

Les & Judy \elbig

In memory of:
Ken Simonson
Given by:
Mason & Carolyn Parrish

In honor of:

Les Melbig, Happy Birthday
Given by:

Meredith Moyers

In honor of:

Nina Priebe, Happy Birthday
Given by:

Joanne ®ne

In memory of:
Our beloved family members:
leaving us with an abundance of
happy memories & blessings
Given by:
Gene & De Lois Greer

In memory of:

Pam Ostés Father
Given by:

Kathi Taylor

In honor of:
Renee Hall
Given by:
Luther & Kay Tolo

Churches & Organizations
Albertsons
Cars 4 Causes
County of \éntura

College United Methodist Church,
Womens Group

Community Presbyterian Church,
Chimes Circle

Edison International

First Assembly of God of &htura
First Baptist Church of Ojai

First Presbyterian Church of
Oxnard

Homeland Ministries, Inc.

Kinko’s

Pythian Sisters

San Buenaventura Institute

South Coast Fellowship

St. Pauls Episcopal Church,
Ventura

S. Pauls United Methodist Church

Tamget Stores

Ventura County Community
Foundation

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Weyerhaeuser Company
Foundation

Thank you to the people and

group s who contributed food

and other items to our pro -

gram in November:
Individuals

John M. & Anne GBarker

Bob & Mary Braitman

Larry & Kari Brogdin

Harer Chiro

Gloria Clement

Lauren Crozier

Bonnie David

Larry & Carol Dawes

Brenda Florine

Joyce Frenette

Ruth Gallagher

Melinda Glass

Howard & Judy Goldbey

Warren & Amy Hall

H. Lee & Magaret Heise

Ashelei Higuera

William & Pauline Hinds

Ruth Johnson

Albert & Janet Karian

Deanna Kemble

Barbara Kronewitter

Tye & Natalie Lawson

Connie Lewis

Sylvia Mack

Samuel & Barbara Marsh

John & Frances Marshall

Charles Paarmann

Betsy Quinn

Frances Rittner

Carol Ann Rose

Harold W Ruddick

Sheri Sinder & Cara Polisini
Geoge & Eleanor Tlquist
Richard & Shelley Wmeth

Churches & Organizations

AAA Club

Alliance for the Mentally I

Anacapa Bread Company

Blanche Reynolds Open Classrog

Child Abuse Thrift $ore

College United Methodist Church

Community of Christ Church

Community Presbyterian Church

Delta Theta @u Sorority Zeta
Epsilon Chapter

First Baptist Church of &tura

First Christian Church

First United Methodist Church of
Ventura

First United Methodist Church of
Ventura, Hope Fellowship

FOOD Share

Grace Lutheran Church

Gumballs Etc.

Kinko's, Little “K” Kids

Mission Uniform & Linen Services

Pierpont Racquet Club

San Buenaventura &hens Club

Santa Barbara Harley Club/On
Track Ministry

Second Church of Christ, Scientis

Sons of Norway

St. Pauls United Methodist
Church, United Methodist Wnen

Target Stores

Toy Metropolis

Traders Jo&'

Trinity Lutheran Church

Trinity Lutheran Church,
Preschool Parents

Trinity Presbyterian Church of
Camarrillo

Unitarian Universalist Church

Ventura Missionary Church

Ventura Missionary Church,
Ventura Missionary School

Victoria's Jewelers

Vons GroceryHarbor Blvd.

Vons GroceryTelegraph Rd.

Newsletter Layout  Ellen Pearson

m
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Sometimes Being
Two-Faced IsA
Good Thing

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

s most of you probably

know, the

ing of New Year's resolutions
where we commit ourselves to
atoning for our past sins by
promising to live diferently in
the future.

These days it seems that
there are more jokes about mak
ing resolutions than actual resd
lutions and most of us have a
greater history of failed resolu
tions rather than we do of suc
cesses.

But as | was

month of Januar
is named for the
Roman god
Janus, the god
of doors and
gateways and,
therefore, of
beginnings and
endings. This
two-fold nature
of Janus is
symbolized by
his having two
faces, one looking forward and
one looking backward.

This is, of course, fitting for|
a month when we traditionally
look backward to the year just
past and forward to the year
ahead.

A part of this bi-directional
reflection is the common mak

reflecting on all
of this | was
struck by the
word resolution
itself. In our
current context, a
New Years rese
lution obviously
comes from our
resolving to do
something new
But in other
contexts, the word takes on
different meanings.

For example, | remember
my high school English teacher
talking about the resolution of
the plot in literature or drama.
By that she meant that the pro
tagonist had identified and met
all the problems and obstacles

See Resolution on Page 3
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