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Who Runs the
SARAH Center?
By Jim Grimes
SARAH Center Coordinator

M ost people that think of
the SARAH Center as a

place where the homeless come
to get the services they so sorely
need, and those services are
many. To do this it takes more
than one person. Please let me
tell you just how we at Project
Understanding achieve this. In a
word volunteers.Without these
people taking time out of their
busy lives Project Understand-
ing could not exist. 

One of these people is
Mariann Davis, who received

our newsletter at her home
and read that SARAH was
looking for volunteers.
Mariann called and asked
for an appointment. When
she came in she spoke
about helping out. We both
felt Mondays would be a
good day to start. Mariann

told me much later that as soon
as she walked through the door
she knew that it was where she
could do the most good with her
volunteer time. Mariann at one
time had been a teacher with a
room full of children and knew
how important it was to learn
each child's name, to acknowl-
edge them as individuals in
every way. This and more

Mariann has done with the
clients in SARAH. For this she
is loved by all. Thank you,
Mariann, for being there. 

My next volunteer to come
into SARAH was Nita Perkins. 
I know Nita from Family to
Family where her group from

Sacred Heart
Church
served lunch
once a month.
Nita came to
me last year
and asked if
she could try
volunteering

at Project Understanding in the
SARAH Center. At first Nita
came in on Fridays and like
Mariann, Nita knew right away
this is what she was looking for
when it came to volunteer work.
Not much time passed before
Nita was also coming in on
Wednesdays. Nita can do it all.
She can answer the phone, get
the next person in the shower,
serve coffee and greet someone
as they come through the door.
All this Nita can do. If I have
been out of the SARAH area
during this time and I say “Are
you all right, need any help?”
Nita always says “Everything is
fine.” Thank you, Nita, for
being you.

Erika Ordonez is a new vol-
unteer with a heart of gold. This
young lady has a full-time job,
goes to school, and still finds
time to volunteer at Project

Understand-
ing. Bless
you, Erika. 

Reverend
Dave Schulze
is another 
person with a
very busy life,
who once a
week comes
in to help out. Thank you, Dave,
for all you do. 

See SARAH, Page 2
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Furnitur e Movers
Needed to Help
With Carpeting
Project

A very generous donor is
donating carpeting for the

entire Reception Center and
SARAH Center at Project
Understanding. The carpeting
that it is replacing is well over a
decade old — so much over that
no one can quite remember
when it was installed!

The installer has agreed to
put in the carpet over two week-
ends so that we will not lose
days of service, but we need
some volunteer help to make
this possible.

The plan is to take out the
old carpet and put down the
new carpet in the Reception
Center on a Saturday morning

Mariann Davis

Nita Perkins

Rev. Dave
Schulze

See Carpet, Page 3



Dianne Gill, a friend of
mine, takes time each Wednes-

day to come down to help.
She also works at Family to
Family with her church
group the first Monday of
each month. Thanks so
much, Dianne. 

Now let me tell you of
another friend of mine; her
name is Marsha Weber.

Marsha has for many years
given of her time. Whether it’s
filling in the front office or
helping out in SARAH. Marsha
can run my area with one hand
tied behind her back. She, like

all my volunteers, is loved by
all the clients. Each Tuesday
for years Marsha has brought
in sandwiches, drinks, and
snacks. She is famous for her
egg salad sandwiches. Thank
you, Marsha, for being
everyone’s friend. 

Speaking of food, we are
lucky to have Chamalean
Johnson bring in hot food every
other Thursday. Chamalean is
known for her helping hand to
anyone in Ventura that is home-
less and in need. Thank you,
Chamalean, for your big heart. 

We in SARAH have a small
library and many people take
time to bring in books and mag-
azines to keep the shelves full.
A special thanks must go to
Dottie Graff from the Friends of
the Library for all her help. 

I don’t want to leave out the
clients as many of them help
around SARAH each and every
day. Some empty trash. On
Fridays when our towels come
in from Mission Linen many
clients will fold and put them
away. Some keep the alleyways
outside SARAH clean, and 

others will clean off the table
and chairs at the end of the day.
One couple that always helps
are Carol and Bill. Both of them
are always ready to help in any
way. Bill has had many jobs in
the past two years and so has
Carol. They have lived in their
van never able to get enough
money together to get a place of
their own. They at times will
get a motel for the weekend. 

Both are good people and
just need a break. Now I think
their time has come. While 
staying at a motel the owner
approached Bill asking if he and
Carol would be interested in
running the motel. For doing so
they would get a salary and an
apartment which would get
them out of their van and off the
streets. Bill was told by the
owner he could keep his day job
as long as Carol could cover
during the day. Bill feels that
they could save the money he
makes at his day job. Bill and
Carol are hard working people.
I am sure we wish them well.

So who runs the SARAH
Center? All of the above and
more. God bless each and
everyone who takes the time to
look beyond themselves and can
see the needs of others. u
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SARAH 
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Marsha W eber

Dianne Gill

Annual Donor
Letters Have Been
Mailed

Each January, Project Under-
standing mails letters to all

individual or family donors who
gave a total of $200 or more
during the previous year. This is
done to ensure that our records
are correct and also to provide
these donors with a concise
record for tax purposes.

If you received this letter,
please review it carefully. If you
have any questions or find a
discrepancy with your records,
please call business manager
Kari Brogdin at 652-1326.

If you did not receive this
letter and you donated $200 or
more, call Kari and she will be
happy to send you another copy.

Of course, if you need a
duplicate receipt for any dona-
tion you have made to Project
Understanding, regardless of the
size of the gift or the total for
the year, please feel free to call. 

Nearly 60% of Project
Understanding’s funding comes
from donations. Because you
help us, we can help others.
Thank you to all those who 
supported us during 2006. u

Soroptimist s Donate Freezer

The Ventura Chapter of Soroptimists gave our Food Pantry
a new freezer. Pictured from the Ventura Soroptimists are 

Lorie Balzer (c) and
De De Taylor (r)
and from Project
Understanding,
Pantry coordinator
Lisa Lee (l) and
executive director
Rick Pearson (back).
Thank you, Ventura
Soroptimists!
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that same day. The glue that
will secure the carpet must then
be allowed to set for 24 hours
before the furniture is put back
in place. The rooms can then be
restored on Sunday afternoon
and be ready for Monday 
morning. The process will be
repeated the following week-
end for the SARAH Center.

This is where we need
much help. We need a crew of
strong people who can be ready
at 7:30 on a Saturday morning
to move the desks, filing cabi-
nets and dividers out of the
offices to give the carpet 
workers access. Then we need a
crew of strong people to move
the furniture back in on Sunday
afternoon.

Unfortunately, we were not
able to schedule the exact
weekends for the work before
the deadline for this newsletter
to go to press. However, we are
anticipating that the work will
be done during two weekends
in February, or early March at
the latest.

If you or a group of which
you are a member would be
willing to help on this project
and if you are available either
early on Saturday or on Sunday
afternoon during one or more of
the weekends in February (or
early March), please contact
Rick Pearson at 652-1326, ext.
825, and let him know when
you are available. He will let
you know when the work is
going to be done as soon as it is
determined.

Thanks for your help. u

Carpet
Continued From Page 1 “Forgiveness:

What Our 
Faith Traditions

Offer Us”
Sunday , February 25, 2:00 - 4:30 p.m.

First United Methodist Church
1338 E. Santa Clara St., Ventura

u Sylvia Mack and Judy V ielbig are among the five
Ventura County women to be honored.

For eight years the women of Ventura County have been
drawn to this unique conference which invites women

from all faiths to celebrate together, to address common issues
and concerns, and to honor women within our local communi-
ties. By learning together and sharing personal beliefs and
perspectives, this conference allows women to experience
interfaith dialogue and understanding, furthering a vision of a
peaceful world.

This year, the conference addresses a topic vital to peace
from a personal and communal perspective. “How do we
learn to forgive?” Each religion teaches the importance of 
forgiveness. Women at the conference come from many tradi-
tions: Baha’i, Buddhist, Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, Protestant,
Religious Science and others. All women are welcomed to
share in this inspirational afternoon.

Each year, in addition to presentations on the chosen topic,
a number of women from Ventura County are recognized and
honored for their contributions to the improvement of their
respective communities. This year the honorees are ______
_________________________________________________.

All of these women are deserving of this recognition,
however, we here at Project Understanding are particularly
proud that two of them have long-standing involvement with
us. Sylvia Mack, a retired school teacher who spent more than
52 years in the Ventura Unified School District, served more
than 12 years on the Project Understanding Board of
Directors, including two terms as president of the board. And
Judy Vielbig has tutored at Project Understanding for more
than two decades, virtually since the program’s inception. She
also has served on the Board of Directors. In fact, Judy’s sup-
port and involvement have been so great that the board chose
to honor Judy and her husband, Les, by renaming the
Reception Center in their honor.

Finally, as in recent years, conference participants are
invited to bring toiletries (toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo,
soap, hair accessories, etc.) for a collection that will come to
Project Understanding to assist those whom we serve. u



Board of Directors
vvv

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
President

Howard Bolinger, Vice-President

Kar en Campbell, Secretary

Tom Hallock, Treasurer

Rev. Don Dewey
Bob Emerick

Dolores “De De” Taylor
Mar y L. Watson

Dale Watson

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Kari Br ogdin 
Business Manager

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes 
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Receptionist

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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Thank you to the following 
people and groups who con-
tributed cash to our program
during the month of December:

Individuals
Denise Abdun-Nur
Judy Alexandre
Wendell & Denise Allen
Alan Alpers
Linda Andreotti
Bruce & Letcy Anselmo
George Appel
Helen Archer
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Marjorie Atkins-Steinhouse
Lila Atkisson
Beverly Attema
John & Catherine Baker
Edward & Jill Banman
Marion Baranowski
Jeanne Barcellos
Patricia Barrett
Wayne & Jean Bartel
Denise Baylor
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
Bonnie Beckman
Steve Bennett
George & Joy Berger
Elizabeth Blanchard
Bartley & Michelle Bleuel
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Robert & Jean Boyer
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea
Sheila Brady
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
Hank & Ellen Brokaw
John Broms, M.D.
Donn Browne, M.D.
James & Cheryl Bruckner
Edmond & Anke Bruist
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
John & Deborah Bylo
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
James & Susan Cheek
Naomi Claypool Fowler

Donald & Anne Cline
Todd & Cheryl Collart
Matthew & Lillian Collins
William Corkins & Diane Federle
Gerald & Joanne Cornelius
Helen Crouch
Maxine Culp
Helen Culton
Harriet Curry
Celia Daniel
Robert & Kenmere Davidson
Robert & Mary Davis
Mary Jo Davy
Larry & Carol Dawes
Ray & Jean Di Guilio
Helen Dirkes
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
George & Barbara Dupree
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Florence England
Fred & Martha Engle
Frederick & Lynda Evans
Betty Lou Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Betty Fiorentine
Mildred Fitch
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Harold & Norma Fulkerson
Thomas & Lois Gallardo
Robert Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Candy & Paul Gooding
Alan & Sandra Gorsline
Newell & Dorothy Gragg
Gene & De Lois Greer
Iris Gruwell
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Kay Hannah
Ivan Harkey
Camilis Harkins
Ronald Harrington
Betty Harris
Tom & Cynthia Hashbarger
Wilma Hays
H. Lee & Margaret Heise
Jane Helm

Mike Hershey
Carol & F. W. Hertel
Ruth Hickerson
Harriet Hillam
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Ronald & Barbara Hudoba
Carroll Hudson
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Robert Ingrum
JoAnn Jackley
Ruth Johnson
Jay & Mindy Johnson
Scott & Patricia Johnson
Robert & Bruna Jones
Debi Jurgensen
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Patricia Kochel
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Theodore & Marilynn 

Kretschmer
Ada Kudron
Echo Kukuchek
Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere
Vera Lamp
Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Byron & Irene Lawler
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Carol Lindberg
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
George Lozano
Lawrence & Rae Lundeen
Gary Lundquist
John & Nancy Luttrull
Don & Lucy Lyman
Rosemarie Magness
Domenica Maitland
Barbara & Jackie Maitland
Kay Maloney
Jacqueline Manley
John & Frances Marshall
Art & Jean Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Robert & Lois McCampbell
Marilyn McFadden
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Cecilia McGrath
Tom & Florence McInally
Catherine McLaughlin
Raymond & Florence 

Meisenheimer
Leo Meyer
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Alfred Mottola
Virgil & Lynn Nelson
Douglas & Diane Off
Susan Olson
Thomas E. & Mary Margaret 

Olson
Doris Olson
Henning & Linda Ottsen
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Janelle Pendarvis
Richard & Mary Plain
John & Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie
Angela Rabkin
Diane Rennell
Margery Ricards
Chris & Kimberly Ronneberg
Anne Rubin
Raymond & Marie Ruiz
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Violet Ryder
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Tita Sanchez
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Iris Schulman
Dorothy Schupbach
Virginia Scotland
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
William & Louise Sherman
Bruce & Signe Smale
Jasper & Irene Smith
Chuck Snider
Sharon & William Snure
Sylvia Stefans
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Robert & Angalee Swaney
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Mel & Judie Swope
Robert & Merilyn Thompson
Will & L ydia Thompson
Robert & Kathie Tobias

Fred & Barbara Tomblin
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Jeffrey Tubbs, M.D.
Ruberda Vigen
Mort & Julia Vinecour
Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
Doris Weinert
R. E. & Lynda Whitney
Troy Whitteker
Peggy Whyte
Alton & Germaine Williams
Joanne Wolf
John & Paulina Wolfe
Claudette York

In memory of:
Alexander Scotland

Given by:
Virginia Scotland

In honor of:
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill

Given by:
St. Bonaventure Fraternity/ 
Secutar Franciscan Order

In memory of:
Devin Adams

Given by:
Daina Mahon

In memory of:
Helen Dodds

Given by:
Bruce & Signe Smale

In honor of:
Jonathan Pearson

Given by:
Gloria Lewis

In honor of:
Judy Alexandre

Given by:
Mark & Stephenie Thomas

In honor of:
June Geiger

Given by:
Janice Kuzemko

In honor of:
Les & Judy Vielbig

Given by:
Bruce & Signe Smale

In memory of:
Loved Ones

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
Marion Hofne

Given by:
Ruberda Vigen

In memory of:
Maureen Herman

Given by:
Doyle & Anita Smith

In memory of:
Patsy Whitteker

Given by:
Bill & Mar guerite Coy
Troy Whitteker

In honor of:
Paul Escobar

Given by:
Ethel Escobar

In memory of:
Rea Thomas

Given by:
Robert & Rosalind Thomas

Churches & Organizations
Albertsons
Church of Religious Science
Church of the Foothills
Citrix Systems, Inc.
College United Methodist Church
Community Presbyterian Church
County of Ventura
Delta Theta Tau Omicron Tau 

Chapter
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Edison International
First Assembly of God of Ventura
First Baptist Church of Ventura
First Lutheran Church

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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First United Methodist Church of 
Ventura

First United Methodist Church of 
Ventura, Mariposa Fellowship

First United Methodist Church of 
Ventura, United Methodist 
Women

Grace Lutheran Church
Grace Lutheran Church, Lutheran 

Women’s Mission League
Horizon Foursquare Church
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Moorpark Active Seniors
NARFE
North Oxnard United Methodist 

Church, United Methodist 
Women

Pythian Sisters
San Buenaventura Institute
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura
Trinitas
United Methodist Church of 

Westlake Village
United Way
United Way, Other, United Way/ 

Edison International
United Way, Other, United 

Way/SBC Employee Giving
United Way, Other, Wellpoint 

Foundation
Ventura County Community 

Foundation
Ventura County Community 

Foundation, Marquita Shiells 
Griswold Fund

Ventura County Corvette Club
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Wood-Claeyssens Foundation
Zanzillas Yoga

Thank you to the following 
people and groups who 
contributed food and other
items to our program during
the month of December:

Individuals
Luis Alamillo
Pat Anderson
C. Patrick & Lavonne Askay
Carol Barcellos

Richard Benson
Benson-Moore Family
Micah Brogdin
Lauren Cook
William Corkins & Diane Federle
Larry & Carol Dawes
Robin & Linda Dillon
Anne Dransfeldt
Dan & Judy Dugan
Glenda Dugan
Norma Emery
Melinda Glass
Ruth Hampton
Tom Johnston & Gloria Cuddy-

Johnston
Deanna Kemble
Sharon Knapp
Kevin & Sharon Krumdieck
Connie Lewis
Brenda Loree
Barbara & Jackie Maitland
Art & Jean Marshall
Pat Mason & Zack Kanny
Jeanette Mickelson
Patrick Musgrove
John & Lynn Ridout
George & Eleanor Tillquist
Leonard & Marsha Weber
Doris Weinert
Peggy Whyte

Churches & Organizations
A Touch of Love Foundation
Affinity Bank
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Altrusa International Inc. of 

Ventura
California State Retirees
Christian Science Church of 

Ventura
College United Methodist Church
Commission on Human 

Concerns of Ventura
Community of Christ Church
Community Presbyterian Church
Delta Kappa Gamma/Oxnard 

Camarillo Chapter
Delta Kappa Gamma/Ventura 

Chapter
Delta Theta Tau Omicron Tau 

Chapter
Eastminster Presbyterian Church

First Lutheran Church
First United Methodist Church of 

Ventura
First United Methodist Church of 

Ventura, Joyful Fellowship
First United Methodist Church of 

Ventura, Mariposa Fellowship
Girl Scout Troop No. 852
Grace Lutheran Church
Grace Lutheran Church, Lutheran 

Women’s Mission League
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Mound Elementary School, Fifth 

Grade Students
Native Daughters of the Golden 

West
Peet’s Coffee House
PEO Chapter FZ
San Buenaventura Women’s Club
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura
St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church, United Methodist 
Women

Starbucks
Trader Joe’s
Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura County Probation 

Agency
Ventura Marina Rotary Club
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons, Harbor Blvd.
Vons, Telegraph Road
Vons, Thompson Blvd.
Westpark Community Center

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

The Best of Rheto-Rick

In July, Project Understanding will cele-
brate its 30th anniversary. As a part of 

that celebration, the board of directors has
decided to create a booklet of 30 of Rick
Pearson’s Rheto-Rick columns. 

A committee has been formed to select
the columns, but if you have a favorite you
would like to suggest for inclusion, please
contact Gloria Lewis at 652-1326 ext. 826.



Rheto-Rick

A Real Act of God

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

To my knowledge, I have
only spoken to two resi-

dents of the town of Orange
Cove. Orange Cove is a small
community east of Fresno.

My mother-in-law lived in
that area. Our route to visit her
passed close to Orange Cove.

On one trip steam began
billowing out from under our
hood. It did not take too long to
discover a broken hose.

That is when I spoke to my
first Orange Grove resident. A
man in a pickup truck stopped
almost at once to ask if we
needed help and offered me a
lift into town to get a hose. The
counterman at the store was the
other resident to whom I spoke.

My new best friend went
and got some water to fill the
radiator while I replaced the
hose and within an hour of stop-
ping we were on our way to
Grandma’s house again.

I hadn’t thought of Orange

Cove for well over a decade
when I heard someone from
there being interviewed on
National Public Radio. The
report was about a citrus pack-
ing house that has been closed
because of the recent frost
which severely damaged the cit-
rus crop in the area. Some 2,000
workers at the plant have been
laid off at what would normally
be the busiest time of the year.

The report said that many of
these workers are not eligible
for any benefits because they
are not here legally and that
Senator Barbara Boxer is intro-
ducing legislation into the
Senate to address this situation.

This proposal is sure to be
controversial because of the
debate over illegal immigration,
but the situation struck me as
ironic. In a town where a man
helped me when he didn’t know
me, there must be a way to help
these people whom I don’t
know who have put food on my
table and now have no income
through no fault of their own.

The insurance industry calls
the frost an “act of God.” But in
this case, the real act of God is
to feed the hungry who for
years have fed us. u

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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