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Board Member
Jim Farley Wins
Nordman Award,
Encourages
Support of P.U.

Editor’s Note: Jim Farley is
a member of the Project Under-
standing board of directors, a
deacon in the Catholic Church
and a criminal defense attorney.
He was recently presented the
Nordman Award which is pre-
sented annually by the Ventura
County Bar Association to an
attorney in recognition for his
or her public service during the
preceding year. 

What follows is an excerpt
of an article that appeared in
the January 2005 edition of
Citations, a monthly publication
of the Ventura County Bar
Association. The article was
written by Patricia Kochel who
is a teacher at Buena High
School, a lawyer, and a member
of the Ventura County Bar
Association.

Though Jim began by noting
that many people think of

criminal defense attorneys as a
little below “pond scum,” he
ended by accepting the
[Nordman] award on behalf of
every criminal defense lawyer
in Ventura County, a group, he
said, that stands up and speaks

out against injustice. Criminal
defense lawyers are a “buffer
between an oppressive and
tyrannical government and the
people.” They are the ones who
protect our Constitution and
make sure that justice is served.
That’s all the criminal defense
lawyer seeks — justice.

Mr. Farley said that criminal
defense lawyers make sure the
defendant is not “run over by a
dump truck and thrown away.
We police the police.” He spoke
in this vein for several minutes,
causing, I’m
sure, the
chest of
every crimi-
nal defense
attorney
there to
swell with
pride. I won-
dered if Ken Clayman popped a
button.

Then Mr. Farley spoke of
his passion in life: helping the
poor and marginalized, those
who have no voice in our soci-
ety. Many of us, he noted, think
of the dirty old man smelling of
wine pushing a shopping cart
down the street when we think
of the homeless. He reminded
us, however, that the homeless
are children and women sleep-
ing in cars. Many homeless are
adults who, because of some
quirk, have lost their jobs and
are diligently looking for a way

See Farley, Page 3
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Local Boy Scout
Spruces Up
Agency to Earn
Eagle Award

When Boy Scout
Christopher Kapuscik

from Troop 155 was looking for
an Eagle Project, he contacted

Project Under-
standing and
asked if he could
do some painting.
After some dis-
cussion it was
decided that his
efforts would be
best used in paint-
ing a total of six
rooms.

As required for the Eagle
award, Chris recruited all the
workers, solicited donations to
buy the materials, and sched-
uled all the work.

Since all of these areas are
used during the
week, Chris had to
do all the work in
the evening and on
weekends. Also,
because the areas
are in use, he had to
move furniture and
equipment to paint
and then replace it.

Thanks to Chris and his
crew, Project Understanding is a
much brighter place these days.
Thank you, Chris. u



Something New 
at the Eastminster
Tutoring Site
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

This fall, in addition to the
one-to-one tutoring that

has been our traditional way 
of serving children, the East-
minster Tutoring Center has
begun to offer several small
groups led by retired teachers,
with excellent results.

Judy Scott and Jean Yeto
are providing a phonics/begin-
ning reading program to ten
second graders in two small
groups. Many of these children
attend Juanamaria Elementary
School. In addition, Shirley
Shanahan is helping a group of
five kindergarten students to get
a good start in their school
careers. Thank you to these
retired teachers who are so gen-
erous in giving students an extra
helping hand. In all, Eastminster
now has 75 students. Wow! u

Tutoring Students
Receive Special
Christmas Gift
By Marcia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

A t Christmas, local 
churches and organiza-

tions gather new toys and books
for the tutoring program.
Thanks to their generosity, each
of our more than 200 students
received a wonderful Christmas
gift. Many thanks to each of the
following for making Christmas
brighter for our students:

First United Methodist 
Church of Ventura

Church of the Foothills
Grace Lutheran Church, 

Lutheran Women Mission
League

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
of Ventura

Altrusa Club
Delta Kappa Gamma
Downtown Lion’s Club
Ventura County 

Professional Firefighter’s 
Association

Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Affinity Bank
Dallas Woodburn’s “Write 

On” Holiday Book Drive
Golden Valley Charter 

School u
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r 1/2 page ad in the program
r Logo and/or name on all

event marketing material
r Recognition at the festival

as an event sponsor
r Six tickets to the event

Carver ($250 to $499)
r Name displayed at festival
r 1/4 page ad in the program
r Recognition at the festival

as an event sponsor
r Four tickets to the event

Carpenter ($100 to $249)
r Name displayed at event 
r Name listed in program

Also Available
r 1/4 page ad in catalog: $50
r Business card ad: $25 u

Annual Donor
Letters Have 
Been Mailed

Each year, Project Under-
standing mails letters to all

individual or family donors who
gave a total of $200 or more
during 2004. This is done to
insure that our records coincide
with our donors and also to 
provide these donors with a
concise record for tax purposes.

If you received this letter,
please review it carefully. If you
have any questions or find a
discrepancy with your records,
please call business manager
Kari Brogdin at 652-1326.

If you did not receive this
letter and you donated $200 or
more, call Kari and she will be
happy to send you another copy.

Nearly 60% of Project
Understanding’s funding comes
from donations. Because you
help us, we can help others.
Thank you to all those who 
supported us during 2004. u

Sponsors Sought
for 2005 Festival
of Hobbies

The Second Annual Project
Understanding Festival of

Hobbies is scheduled for July 9,
2005. It will again be held at
Anacapa Middle School.

We are seeking sponsors at
a number of levels who will
help make this event a success.
Businesses and organizations
are invited to be sponsors in any
of the following catagories:

Connoisseur($5000)
r Title sponsor

Collector ($1000 to $4999)
r Logo and/or name promi-

nently displayed at festival
r Full-page ad in program
r Logo and/or name on all

event marketing material
r Recognition at the festival

as an event sponsor
r Eight tickets to the event

Crafter ($500 to $999)
r Logo and/or name promi-

nently displayed at festival



Shari Kempton
Retires After 12
Years as SARAH
Co-Coordinator

Shari Kempton has resigned
as the SARAHCenter co-

coordinator to be able to spend
more time with her mother who
recently moved to Ventura.

Shari began volunteering at
Project Understanding in the
late 1980s. Then in the summer

of 1989,
Shari joined
the staff in a
position that
was then
called the
“front desk 
manager.”

However, in the summer of
1990, Shari’s husband, Wayne,
was transferred to Germany for
four years. Shortly after they
returned, Shari’s old position
opened up, and she rejoined the
staff in January 1995.

In last month’s issue of the
Project Understanding News,
Shari wrote:

“I have been working at the
SARAH Center for a total of 12
years, and have seen hundreds
of homeless people. All have
faces, names and stories. I try to
care for and help them all. Too
few succeed and make it out of
this cycle of alcoholism, drug
addiction and mental illness.
However, I keep on trying.
Some days I am discouraged
and even think about giving up.
Then I think of the folks like
Dave, Brian and Karen [folks
who made it].

“These faces and the 
wonderful news of the Gospel
keep me from giving up. The
Lord never quits loving each

and every one of us, including
Fred, Dave, Carl, Cathy, Brian,
Karen, Walter, Jack and Teresa.
He never gives up on any of
us.”

For a dozen years, Shari has
served the Lord by serving 
others. She will be greatly
missed by those with whom she
has served and by those whom
she has served.

Thank you, Shari. u

Shari’s Departur e
Creates Opening
at the Avenue
Tutoring Site

Shari Kempton’s resignation
has caused serveral staff

members to shift to other tasks
and positions. The result of
these shifts is that a site coordi-
nator is needed for the Avenue
Tutoring Center. This person
supervises volunteer tutors and
students as they work together
on homework and basic learn-
ing skills. 

We are looking for a caring
person who appreciates children
and values learning.

The Tutoring Center is open
in the afternoons after school,
generally Monday through
Thursday. This is a part-time
position and it is open now.
Please call Marcia Wakelee at
652-1326 for more information. 

If you are interested in
applying for this position, you
may mail your resume to:

Project Understanding
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280

or fax your resume to Marcia’s
attention at 652-1389. u
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to support themselves. It is the
duty, he said, of all lawyers to
represent these people because
no one listens to them. He
talked about his favorite charity,
Project Understanding, an 
organization which provides a
reception center with tele-
phones, laundry facilities, 
showers, and an address for the
homeless, besides food and
shelter. Project Understanding is
also active in tutoring the chil-
dren of the homeless, so they
can keep up on their school-
work. He urged us all to 
volunteer at Project Understand-
ing or any organization that
works for the poor. He called
the work “noble work” because
we are helping those who can’t
help themselves.

My husband often says to
me when I bemoan my middle
class economic status, “Look
down at those less fortunate
instead of up when you com-
pare yourself to others.” Jim
Farley’s presentation brought
me back to the reality of my
life. I have so much when so
many have so little. I can well
afford to share my wealth with
those less fortunate. His speech
was inspirational. Loye Barton
told us all that she thought his
speech was the best she had
heard since she started attending
the Nordman awards banquet.

Jim ended by assuring us
that if we volunteer to work for
the poor, our lives would be
enriched. He ended with “Trust
me on that.” Well, Jim Farley,
just by listening to you that
night, my life got a little better.
I felt so blessed driving home.
I’ve already written my check
to Project Understanding. u

Farley
Continued From Page 1



Board of Directors
vvv

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
President

Howard Bolinger, Vice-President

Ann Tobin, Secretary

Robert Farr ow, Treasurer

Judy Alexandre, Past President

Carol Burhoe
Kar en Campbell

Mar y Carr
Eloisa de la Rosa
Rev. Don Dewey

James Farley
Tom Hallock

Larr y Matheney
Dennis Mitchell

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Kari Br ogdin 
Business Manager

Duvi Gonzalez
Morning Receptionist

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Renee Hall 
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Clerical Support

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and 
established on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity
whose mission is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, 

hungry and oppressed with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues
for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individual local churches and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Ventura County Hunger Coalition
A network of church and community-based groups and individuals

committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through 
communications, advocacy, networking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Emergency Shelter
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide year-round emergency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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Thank you to the following
people and groups who 
contributed cash to our
program in the month of
December:

Individuals
Judy Alexandre
Wendell & Denise Allen
Babette Amirkhan
Arthur & Dennis Anderson
Ruben & Terrie Andrade
Linda Andreotti
Bruce & Letcy Anselmo
Helen Archer
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
C. Patrick & Lavonne Askay
Lila Atkisson
John & Catherine Baker
Marion Baranowski
Wayne & Jean Bartel
Herman & Ruth Beasler
George & Sharon Berg
Tom & Shirley Bertolino
Elizabeth Blanchard
Charles & Dawn Blaney
Bartley & Michelle Bleuel
Donna Boeck
Barbara Born
Pamela Bossin-Arthur
Robert & Jean Boyer
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam 

Arichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Donna Branstrom
Arlene Briggle
Susan Bronn
Clark & Ruby Browning
James & Cheryl Bruckner
Russell & Catherine Brudnicki
Edmond & Anke Bruist
Robert Bruton
John & Eleanor Buchanan
Carol Burhoe
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Raymond & Pat Cain
Richard & Laura Calzada
Verlyn & Maxine Carpenter
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
Pamela Chan
Walter Clark
Naomi Claypool
Gerald & Joanne Cornelius

Bob & Joan Cousar
Helen Crouch
Helen Culton
Larry & Carol Dawes
Lorelle Dawes
Paul & Denise Derse
Richard & Gertrude Desposato
Ray & Jean Di Guilio
Robin & Linda Dillion
Helen Dirkes
Dan & Mary Doll
Peter & Diane Dowler
Ellen Doyle
Dan & Judy Dugan
Joan Duggan
Henry & Jessie Duim
Berdean Eaton
James & Frances Egan
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Mike & Barb Elder
Joe & Patricia Ellis
Patricia Ellison
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Betty Lou Evans
Frederick & Lynda Evans
John & Ruth Farnham
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Dorothy Fasthorse
Joe & Kim Fiano
Howard Finnegan
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Charles & Geraldine Fletcher
Robert & Sharon Fleur
Karen Flock
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Kendra Folsom
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Richard & Yvette Franklin
Miriam Fraser
Daniel & Cici Frederickson
Oliver Freeman
Harold & Norma Fulkerson
Ruth Gallagher
Elaine Garber
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Ricky & Cheri Gibson
James & Geraldine Goforth
Les Goldberg
Candy & Paul Gooding
Madeline Goodwin
Nancy Gordon
Iris Gruwell

Christoph Haar
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Joy Hamlat
Lynnell & John Hankins
William & Catherine Hannah
Ivan Harkey
Camila Harkins
Betty Harris
Wilma Hays
Jane Helm
Susan Henderson
Susan Henry
John & Laurel Hewson
Barbara Hill
William & Pauline Hinds
Woltroud Holloway
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Kay Hoyt
Carroll & Dorothy Hudson
Norman & Ann Hudson
Robert Ingrum
JoAnn Jackley
David Jaffe & Elizabeth West
Daniel & Sungmie Jahng
Geneieve Jason
Loretta Jeffryes
Douglas & Jean Jereska
Robert & Bruna Jones
Shelley Jones
Debi Jurgensen
Paul Kanarek
Elise & William Kearney
Dolores Keith
Kenneth Kelly
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Patricia Kochel
Richard & Arlene Kohnmann
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Theodore & Marilynn 

Kretschmer
George Kroll
Echo Kukuchek
Edward & Susan Lacey
Frank & Dee LaFlamme
Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Wanda Laurence
Byron & Rene Lawler
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Lou & Kay Liddi
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
George Loffswold

Daniel Long
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Meredith Loree
Warren & Ada Lovingfoss
George Lozano
Robert & Marina Lunche
Lawrence & Rae Lundeen
Gary Lundquist
Don & Lucy Lyman
Nancy MacConell
Barbara & Jackie Maitland
Jacqueline Manley
John & Frances Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Frank & Charaline Maxim
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Katie Mickey
David & Ruth Miller
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Suzanne Montgomery-Hart
Carl Morehouse & Janna 

Minsk
Alfred Mottola
David & Carla Mulford
Carol Nahrstedt
Perry & Barbara Newton
Douglas & Diane Off
Leah Ohse
Doris Olson
Thomas E. & Mary Margaret 

Olson
Susan Olson
Chang & Eun Soon Park
Lahoma Parker
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Evelyn Pax
Wallace & Hope Pearson
George Perkins & Betty Jo 

Blaser-Perkins
Alan & Kristine Plasch
John & Anna Powell
Paul Powers
Dorothy Prairie
James & Susan Prosser
Diane Rennell
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Seymour Rose & Thea March
Michael & Carolyn Russell
James Rutherford
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Paul & Edith Schallheim
Roberta Schoenherr
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Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Albert & Rita Sever
Becky Sexauer
Martha Sexton
Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Craig & Elaine Skeels
Hazel Smith
Sampson & Donna Smith
Marvin Smith & Sandhiya 

Ramaswamy
William & Sharon Snure
Ira & Esther Sorkin
L. M. & Pauline Spencer
Fred & Jean Standifer
Marjorie Steinhouse
Phillip & Judith Stubb
Brook & Sue Sturtevant
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Jerome & Alice Sweetland
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Frederick & Sara Ulam
Les & Judy Vielbig
Ruberda Vigen
Blanche Viles
Mort & Julia Vinecour
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Earl & Marcia Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
William Waters
Doris Weinert
Dotty Whiteman
R. E. & Lynda Whitney
Troy & Patsy Whitteker
Indranee Wijesekera
Paul & Lucinda Wilhelmsen
Alton & Germaine Williams
Doris Williams
Dorothy Williams
Annie Wittrup
K. L. & Claudette York

In memory of:
“Bud” Florine

Given by:
Loren & Faith Florine

In honor of:
Bill Wakelee

Given by:
Charles & Jeannette 

Simmons

In memory of:
Elsie Carr

Given by:
Agnes Riedmiller

In memory of:
Husband, Alexander Scotland

Given by:
Virginia Scotland

In honor of:
Jean Lum

Given by:
Carol Ann Rose

In honor of:
Judy Alexandre

Given by:
Rebecca Argo
Maryellen Benedetto
May Lee Berry
John & Linda Borneman
Robert Borneman
John & Donna Goulet
Suzanne Hoey
Kelley Kaffenberger
Karen Kenney
Thomas & Maria Kilgore
Dennis & Jeannette 

Longwill
Tricia & Jochen Maier
Fawn Parish
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Robert & Joanna Perlis
Mei Hua Peterson
Sandra Rappe
Zaki & Ann Salahuddin
Karl Sandin & Laura 

Montgomery
Michael Stuzane
Dolores Taylor
Stuart & Laura Wilson

In honor of:
Judy Alexandre’s 60th 

birthday
Given by:

Sylvia Mack
Judith Owen
Bruce & Signe Smale
Dale & Mary Watson

In honor of:
Judy Alexandre’s Birthday

Given by:
Peter & Diane Dowler

In honor of:
Judy Alexandre, Happy 

Birthday
Given by:

Dan & Mary Doll

In honor of:
Leah Clark

Given by:
Pamela Chan

In memory of:
Maureen Herman

Given by:
Doyle & Anita Smith

In honor of:
Melinda Johnson

Given by:
Yvon Chouinard & Malinda 

Chouinard-Pennoyer

In memory of:
Melvina Rodgers

Given by:
Gloria Noble

In honor of:
Mr. & Mrs. I. C. Maust

Given by:
Art & Jean Marshall

In memory of:
My brother, John Vigen

Given by:
Ruberda Vigen

In memory of:
My loving husband Robert 

Anderson
Given by:

Rose Marie Voelker

In memory of:
My sister, Marion Hofve

Given by:
Ruberda Vigen

In honor of:
Olga Munro

Given by:
Carol Ann Rose

In memory of:
Patrick O’Donnell

Given by:
Gene & De Lois Greer

In memory of:
Robert Batelaan

Given by:
Lauren Alexander
Thomas & Betty Fiorentine
Bruce & Mary Johnston
Joyce Kortas

In honor of:
Shari Sobel’s 50th Birthday

Given by:
Larry & Barbara Meister

In honor of:
Sue Matsuda

Given by:
Pamela Chan

In memory of:
Terry Cowles

Given by:
Bruce & Signe Smale

In honor of:
The Cliff Hitchcock Family

Given by:
Douglas & Patricia Lochner

In honor of:
The Lochner Family

Given by:
Douglas & Patricia Lochner

In honor of:
The Steve Hitchcock Family

Given by:
Douglas & Patricia Lochner

In memory of:
Thelma Iseman

Given by:
Bruce & Signe Smale

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding
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In memory of:
Vic Larsen

Given by:
Tom & Cynthia Hashbarger

In memory of:
Victor Larsen

Given by:
Matthew Bennett
William & Patricia 

Hagemeyer
Robert Larsen M.D. & 

Rebecca Larsen

In honor of:
William Corkins & Diane 

Federle
Given by:

James & Janet Corkins

Churches & Organizations
Abrisa Industrial Glass Inc.
Cars 4 Causes
Church of the Foothills
College United Methodist 

Church
County of Ventura
Danny’s Deli & Grill
Data Girl Business Service
David & Rae Wiener 

Foundation Inc.
Eastminster Presbyterian 

Church
First Assembly of God of 

Ventura
First Baptist Church of Ojai
Horizon Foursquare Church
Korean Women’s Association
Moorpark Active Seniors
NARFE
North Oxnard United 

Methodist Church
Pythian Sisters
San Buenaventura Institute
Spectron, Inc.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

of Ventura
The Esseff Foundation
Trinity Lutheran Church
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

of Camarillo
United Way
United Way of Central 

Maryland
VCCA, Inc.

Ventura County Community 
Foundation

Ventura County Community 
Foundation, Ben E. 
Nordman Public Service 
Award

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church

Wood-Claeyssens Foundation

Thank you to the following
people and groups who 
contributed food and other
items to our program in the
month of December:

Individuals
Ralph & Kay Armstrong
C. Patrick & Lavonne Askay
Danielle & Jason Borrajo
Wes Edwards
Mary Everheart
Cecile Faulconer
William Fenner
Ashelei Higuera
William & Pauline Hinds
Pat Hopkins
Kay Hoyt
Daniel & Sungmie Jahng
Lewis Kanter
Ann Levasseur
Catherine McLaughlin
Betty Morter
Larry & Nancy Older
Larry & Sondra Puckett
Elizabeth Rose
Robert & Mary Scott
Esperaza Smith
Dan & Vickie Stowell
George & Eleanor Tillquist
Leonard & Marsha Weber
Dallas Woodburn

Churches & Organizations
Affinity Bank
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Altrusa International Inc. of 

Ventura
Anacapa Bread Company
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Big Wave Dave Christmas 

Trees
Boy Scouts, Holy Cross

California State Employees 
Association

Child Abuse Thrift Store
Children’s Auxiliary-Family 

Services
Christian Science Church of 

Ventura
Church of the Foothills
College United Methodist 

Church
Community of Christ Church
Community Presbyterian 

Church
Delta Kappa Gamma/Oxnard 

Camarillo Chapter
Delta Kappa Gamma, Ventura 

Chapter
Downtown Ventura Lions 

Club
East Ventura Lions Club
Encore Womans Group
First Baptist Church of 

Ventura
First Christian Church
First United Methodist Church

of Ventura
First United Methodist Church

of Ventura, Mariposa 
Fellowship

FOOD Share
Girl Scouts of Tres Condados
Grace Lutheran Church
Grace Lutheran Church, 

Lutheran Women’s Mission 
League

Live Oak Christian Church
Lowe’s Home Improvement
Mission Uniform & Linen 

Service
Mound Elementary School, 

Fifth Grade Students
Native Daughters of the 

Golden West
North Oxnard United 

Methodist Church
Oxnard Shores Mobile Home 

Park
San Buenaventura Women’s 

Club
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of

Ventura
St. Paul’s United Methodist 

Church
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church

Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Pre-school Parents

Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura County Professional 

Firefighters Assn.
Ventura English Language 

Academy
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons Grocery, Harbor Blvd.
Vons Grocery, Telegraph Rd.
Vons Grocery, Thompson 

Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

The 2005
CROP Walk 
is coming 
to Ventura
March 13!

See the recruiter for
your congregation or
organization or call
652-1326 for more

information.



Highlights
P. 1: Local Boy Scout
spruces up agency to earn
Eagle award.

Board member Jim Farley
wins Nordman award,
encourages support of
Project Understanding.

P. 2: Something is new at
Eastminister tutoring site.

Tutoring students receive
special Christmas gift.

Sponsors sought for 2005
Festival of Hobbies.

Annual donor letters have
been mailed.

P. 3: After 12 years Shari
Kempton retires from staff.

Staff opening at the Avenue
Tutoring site.

Rheto-Rick

At Home

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Y ou have probably seen the
pictures as I have.

Pictures from South Asia.
Pictures from La Conchita and
Casitas Springs. Pictures of
people returning to the spot
where their houses once stood
but stand no more. They are
pictures of tragedy and despair.
Pictures of confusion.

But with the despair and
confusion is also determination.
Determination to return to the
site of the tragedy and determi-
nation to live there again.

This determination is based
on the fact that these people are
not homeless (as they are often
called). They are houseless but
the spot where they stand is still
their home.

Most of the world’s popula-
tion is not nomadic. We are
people tied to place and that
place is called home. Certainly
the structure we live in is an
important part of home, but so

are innumerable intangibles:
family, friends, physical beauty
and familiarity with the sur-
roundings.

Home is what we know and
where we are known.

So too the people whom we
call “homeless” are no more
homeless that the residents of
La Conchita. They may not
have a house to dwell in, but for
most of them, they are at home.

According to the annual
survey of people in shelters
(conducted by the Ventura
County Homeless and Housing
Coalition) more than 64% of the
people being sheltered on the
night of the survey had lived in
Ventura County for more than
ten years. They may be dis-
placed by reasons other than
natural disaster — they may be
houseless — but they are at
home.

Becoming houseless is no
less a tragedy when caused by a
personal disaster rather than a
natural disaster. Our hearts go
out to all those in the world and
in our community who find
themselves without a dwelling
while still at home. u

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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