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The 2007 Dan &vens ShalomAward RecipientsAnnounced
Mike and Karen Greenslate and LisaAnglin

Mike and Karen
Greenslate

ike and Karen Greenslate

2007 recipients of the Da

Stevens Shalomward, truly

of Shalom.They
are people of
extraordinary
faith who have
exhibited this
spirit through
Project Under
standing,

Eastminster

Presbyterian Church, and a

number of other ministries.
The Greenslategoncern

See Geenslates, Page 2

embody the Spirit

View Sylvia Mack’s
Creche Collection

Ivia Mack has spent a lifetime collecting

ativity sets from all over the world. Her
collection includes a wide variety and totals
more than 300.

On SundayDecember 9, and Saturday
December 15, the public is invited to Sylgia
home at 7836 El Dorada.SVentura, to view
her collectionThe open house will be from
1to 4 p.m. each day

Guests will be invited to make a donatio
to Project Understanding.
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he Dan &vens Shalom

Award was created in
2002 to honor the ministry
and work of the RevDan
Stevens, who had been the
pastor of Eastminster Pres
byterian Church for more
than a quarter of a century

The award is presented
annually to a person who is
a resident o¥entura County
who has positively impacted
his or her community (eithe
locally or globally) in the
areas of peace and social
justice.

The underlying basis for
the award and the selection
of the recipient is the fol
lowing statement from the
Project Understanding
Statement of Principles:

In the Spirit of Shalom
— the Biblical concept of
wholeness — Bject
Understanding seeks to
bring wholeness andecon
ciliation to a bioken world.
Shalom means peace,
but it also means justice,
reconciliation with our
neighbors, posperity for the
society (not just for some
individuals), healthy minds,
bodies and spirits, and one
ness with God and Ga&l’
creation.

Lisa Anglin

he Project Understanding

Board of Directors is
pleased to award the 2007 Dan
Stevens Shalomward to Lisa
Anglin. Lisa has been an active
member of our community
through both her church and her
profession to assist vulnerable
people and families in our
midst.

For example, Lisa has
planned and carried out talent
shows to raise money to assist
the families of cancer patients
(mostly children)This year she
helped :
raise
$25,000
for the
family
of a girl
with
cancer
a family
whom
she did not even knovbhe has
also been an activeganizer of
blood drives for many years.

Lisa also has a vital min
istry with families who have a
member who is seriously ill or
has died. She helps the grieving
family with the planning of
services, @yanizing food, and
arranging housing for out of

See LisaAnglin, Page 2




But another important
source is in-kind donations.

Thanks Given for
Gifts of In-Kind
Donations

ash donations are vital to

Project Understanding. Fo
many years, from 55% to 66%
of our income derives from
donations from individuals,

and services that we would
otherwise have to pay for
In last months newsletter

approximately a quarter of a
million food items in a year
through the Focus on Food

congregations, businesses ang Emegency Food PantryVe are

organizations. See In-Kind Donations, Page

These are donations of goods

we reported that we give away

Greenslates

Continued From Page 1

for the poor and disadvantaged
is evident by their work
throughout the worldThey

have spent summers on the
Navajo Reservation iArizona
and have made trips Africa
with Lifewater International to
help dig safe wells along with

3| training people in poorural
villages in methods of hygiene.

Karen is the co-founder

National Charity League Donates
$3,000 to Poject Understanding

(with Dan Sevens, for whom
the ShalomAward is named) of
IMPACT (International Mission
Project and Cross-cultural

he strong relationship between the National Charity Leaguielraining.) This oganization

(NCL) and Project Understanding goes back longer than
daughters in this mothelaughter program have been alive —
beginning sometime around 1986.

The NCLmembers provide hundreds of volunteer hours
through the tutoring program, in the Pantry and in helping
prepare the newsletter for mailing.

In addition, they raise vital funding as well. In the picture
below three NCLmembers present a check to executive dire
tor Rick Pearson for $3,000 to purchase needed equipment
theTransition House apartments.

Project Understanding deeply appreciates this wonderfu
long-term relationship with the National Charity League.

The National Charity League present s a $3,000 check to Rick
Pearson. From lef t to right are Joan S prinkle, Rick Pearson,
Kathy Belleville, and T oni Tuttle-Sant ana.

theecruits and trains youth and
adults to assist people in impov
erished areas of the world.

The Greenslates were
actively involved in the early
years of Project Understanding.
In fact, Karen was the first sfaf
person withVirgil Nelson.

yr  In short, Mike and Karen
have spent decades in missions
both here inventura County and
throughout the worldThey are
worthy recipients of the Dan
Stevens Shalomward.u
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Lisa Anglin

Continued From Page 1

town family members (in
private homes). She spends
countless hours comforting
families, praying with them and
generally helping them through
very difficult times.

Lisa is a very special
person who gives of herself
ceaselesslygets people peace
and support, and creates cele
brations that help bring closure
to families. Project Understand
ing is happy to recognize Lisa’
efforts with the 2007 Dan
Stevens Shalorward.u




In-Kind Gifts

Continued From Page 2

able to provide about 15% of

these items by direct purchase|

The remainder must come fron
donations in one form or aneth
er. FOOD Share is a reliable
source. Local groceries like
Vons,Albertsons Trader Joes
and others are very generous
with bread, other baked goods
and other products.

But the bulk comes from
donations from individuals, cern
gregations and ganizations.
Many congregations collect
food for us on a regular basis.
(Please see the box on this pa|
about being a food of the mont
congregation.) In addition, g&
nizations like theBoy Scouts
and thePostal Carriers hold
huge one day drives that bene
Project Understanding and
others across the county

As an example, we would
like to acknowledge several
recent lage food collections
that have come to Project
UnderstandingThe children
and families of th&/entura
Missionary Schoolcollected
food. Two trucks driven by
Project Understanding volun
teers arrived at the school on §

' team showed up with fifty

The Ventura High Girls Basketball T
Mission Plaza V ons grocery store. S

children helped load therihe

trucks came back to Project

O& nderstanding bursting at the

hseams with several thousand
cans of food.

Likewise,Drs. Harer and
“Mortensen local chiropractors,
fitinvited their patients to donate
canned food in exchange for
chiropractic serviced hey have
made this a tradition over a
number of years.

On the same dayepresen
tatives fromThrivent Finan -
cial for Lutherans delivered a
large truck-load of food.

Then on the Monday beforé
Thanksgivingthe Ventura
High School girls basketball

recent Friday afternoon and th

® turkeys that they had purchase

The Ventura High Girls Basketball T

deliver the turkeys they had just purchased for the Pantry

eam gather in the Food Pantry to

eam members buy turkeys for the Pantry at the
tore manager Bob Rice cheers them on.
at stores throughoMentura.
These are but a few exam
ples of the generous ways that
people support the important
work of the Focus on Food
Pantry and, indeed, all the wor
of Project Understanding. So t
all of you who help make it
possible for us to distribute a
guarter of a million food items
each year — thank you.

Sy

How Your Congregation
Can Become a Pantry "Food
of the Month" Club Member

ach month your congregation chooses a

food from the following list. Members of
your congregation are invited to bring that
food item to services each week. If you can-
not identify a volunteer who will deliver the
food to Project Understanding, we will pick it
up as often as necessary. Here's the list:

D

Boxes of cereal
Canned fruits
Canned meats
Canned vegetables
Chili beans

Jelly and jam
Macaroni and cheese
Peanut butter

Soups

Spaghetti sauce
Canned tomatoes or tomato sauce
Tuna fish
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Board of Directors
VW
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
President
Howard Bolinger, Vice-President
Karen Campbell, Secretary
Tom Hallock, Treasurer
Dave Schulze
Dolores “De De” Taylor
Dorothy Prairie
Mary L. Watson
Dale Watson

Saff

W

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt

Reception Center Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

ShelleyWilmeth

Receptionist

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
Poject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and establishe(ji
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose missign
is twofold: to do justice by serving the ppbungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercgnd to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortuidte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisSThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsvientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homelesgeottura County

Permanent Suppotive Housing

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.

J




God’s Mandate:
“Give Justice to
the Weak”

By Dorothy Prairie
Board of Directors Member

Editor's Note: Doothy pepated
this devotional for agcent
meeting of the Riject
Understanding Boat of
Directors. The boarwanted to
shake it with you.

hen board president

Mindy Johnson e-mailed
me and told me my topic was
“God,” | must admit that |
thought that was a pretty broac
field. And, for me to define Gog
in the company of those who
are ordained ministers and for
members of various church

denominations, was more than g,

little intimidating. But, being a
pretty oganized thinker and
true to my forty plus years spe
in a law firm, | thought the first
thing to do was to define God.
God has been described as
everything from an impersonal
“life force” to a personal
Creator from Mother Nature to
Almighty Lord. God responds

to many names depending upan

whether it is Catholic, Protes
tant, Muslim, Jewish or any
number of other known reli
gions, how they each perceive
Him and the name they have
given Him.

God’s unchanging natue.
While mankind has created
various characters, names and
descriptions of God, we should
actually look to the timeless
standards of truth already deliv
ered in the BibleAnd, as you
explore the Bible, you will dis
cover His unchanging nature.
God is spirit, infinite and eter

nal. God is sovereign. God is 3
powerful, all-knowing and all
places at all times. God is per
fectly holy and perfectly just.
God is wisdom, poweglory,
righteousness, mercfaithful-
ness, goodness, beauiynd
patience. God is love. God is
truth.

Proof of His existence.

God does not force us to
believe in Him, although He
could have. Instead He provide
us with suficient proof of his
existence, in the earthperfect
distance from the sun, water
(necessary for all human life),
the human brain, DNA, the
mountains, the life span of a
tree, the oceans, and the endu

)

That being said, | had to
investigate why so many ask,
Is there a God?” and if there i
no God what are the implica
tions. “Is there a God?” is not g
difficult question.The question
that seems most perplexing is
. “Why are we so determined to
" explain away God?” | would
think we would give credit
where credit is due. If we are
taught there is no God, to who
would we credit for instituting
morality?

Evolution is unable to
account for the development o
the moral code inherent in all @
us and without which we woulg
all act like animalsAnd, like-
wise | am unable to account fo
so many who question if there
is a God. Perhaps they are sim
ply unable to see.

Then, | tried to put God in
my perspective of the homeles
and the job performed by
Project Understanding. | believ
that where God' love for
people who are homeless is
exhibited, is tangible, and is

-
—

ance and longevity of the Bible.

breaks the downward spiral of
life in which the homeless find
themselvesWe are not always
able to “walk in their shoes,”
but we are able to ask hard
questions and advocate policie

r Dorothy Prairie, Board of
Directors member .

that seek to provide job trainin
employment opportunities,

5 housing, education, healthcare
and support for the homeless.

L
God gave us the oppdunity

to show His love.

God in all of His wisdom,
could have provided us with a
perfect world where there was
no hungerno homelessness,
mand no povertyinstead, God

gave us the opportunity to sho
His love by our dbrts to help
the poor and our ability to raise
the hopes of those in need, an
ffor us to personally experience

grow in stature, and in Gal’
I eyes.

In all religions, Gods man
date concerning people who
exist on the mains of society
is clear as set forth in Psalm 8

s “Give justice to the weak and
the orphan; maintain the right ¢

ethe lowly and the destitute,
Rescue the weak and the need
deliver them from the hand of
the wicked."u

compassionate awareness — {o

llheard, hope is engendered thalt

d
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Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and goups who con
tributed cash to our program
during the month of October:

Individuals
JudyAlexandre
Thomas & LauraAndreoli
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Lila Atkisson
Marion Baranowski
Marilynn Batelaan
Steve Bennett
Donald & MaryAnn Benton
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jefrey Brackett & MiriamArichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Brobgr
John Broms, M.D.
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Raymond & Pat Cain
Thomas & Joan Carr
Robert & Elaine Castle
Frank Cavola
James & Susan Cheek
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Larry & Carol Dawes
Richard & Gertrude Desposato
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Barbara Eggert
Kenneth & Katherine Ellis
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Mildred Fitch
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Judy Friedland
Harold & Norma Fulkerson
Ruth Gallagher
Robert Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Les Goldbeg
Mark & Janet Goldenson

Candy & Paul Gooding
Gene & De Lois Greer

Iris Gruwell

Christoph & Loren Haar
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Kay Hannah

Ivan Harkey

Betty Harris

Wilma Hays

H. Lee & Magaret Heise
Jane Helm

Mike Hershey

Carol Hertel

William & Pauline Hinds
Charles &Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne

Ronald & Barbara Hudoba
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Carroll Hudson

JoAnn Jackley

Craig & Donna Johnson
Robert & Bruna Jones
David & Ruth Kille

Sharon Knapp

Eunice Koch

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Theodore & Marilynn Kretschmer
Ada Kudron

Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere

Bill Lansing

Gaylord & Muriel Larsen
Wanda Laurence

Byron & Irene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Aurora Loss

Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman

Donald & Barbara MacDonald
Sylvia Mack

Kathy Manion

Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall
Art & Jean Marshall
Shane &WNendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Evea Merrick

Leo Meyer

Barbara Mickey

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell

Betty Moon

Alfred Mottola

David & Carla Mulford
Gail Narkevic

Doris Olson

Susan Olson

Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
John &Anna Powell

Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

John & Genevieve Richardson
Joan Robings

Duane Rodgers

Anne Rubin

Michael & Carolyn Russell
Doris (Betty) Sahota
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr

Iris Schulman

Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Ira & Esther Sorkin

Brook & Sue &urtevant
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
DoloresTaylor

Robert & KathieTobias
Charles & DorothyTubbs
Daniel & Joann&Vakelee
Mary JanéWNallace

Marion Ward

Dale & MaryWatson

R. E. & LyndaWhitney
John & PaulinaNolfe

In memory of:
Agnes Sylvester
Given by:
Paul & Shirley Philbrick

In memory of:
Alexander Scotland
Given by:
Virginia Scotland

In memory of:
GeogeAnderson
Given by:
Betty Fiorentine



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

In honor of:
Karen Hazles birthday
Given by:
Sam & Kelly Martinez
Andrea Porter
Robert & Marlene Porter

In memory of:
Kathy Lemler
Given by:
Robin & Linda Dillon

In memory of:
Larry Meister
Given by:
Meister Family Foundation

In memory of:
Michael Collins
Given by:
Matthew & Lillian Collins

In honor of:

Mindy & Jay Johnson
Given by:

Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
Scott Neunuebel
Given by:
Bonnie Beckman

In memory of:
WandaWilliams

Given by:
Lisa Edwards & Bill Meyer

Churches & Organizations
Albertsons
Church of the Foothills
ChurchWorld Service, Inc.,
Oxnard CropNalk
Community of Christ Church
Community Presbyterian Church
County ofVentura
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
FirstAssembly of God o¥/entura
First United Methodist Church of
Ventura, Mariposa Fellowship
Gordon Ross Medical Foundation
Horizon Foursquare Church
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
National Semiconductor
Ojai Preshyterian Church
Pythian Sisters

Trinity Lutheran Church
UnitedWay of Ventura County

Thank you to the following
people and goups who
contributed food and other
items to our program during
the month of October:

Individuals
C. Patrick & Lavonnéskay
Sherri & Daniel Bjorndahl
Richard Callen
Gene & Karen Cherry
Larry & Carol Dawes
Paul & Nancy Dols
Ginny Fulgentes
Howard & Judy Goldber
Les Goldbeg
Ruth Hampton
Betty Harris
Bruth Hubiak
Douglas Jereska
Kevin & Sharon Krumdieck
John & Genevieve Richardson
Mercy Sanchez
Mildred Satrum
Diane Jan&@horeau
Leonard & MarshaVeber
Kathy Yee

Churches & Organizations
A Touch of Love Foundation
Affinity Bank
Church of the Foothills
CommunityAction of Ventura
County
Community Presbyterian Church
CVS PharmagyAgoura Hills
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Elmhurst Elementary School
First United Methodist Church
of Ventura
Food Fantasies
FOOD Share
Julia Rose fare
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Patagonia
Peets Cofee House
Pythian Sisters
Red Barn Market
San Buenaventuromens Club
St. Pauls Episcopal Church
of Ventura

Starbucks

Trader Joes

Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons, Harbor Blvd.
Vons,Telegraph Rd.

Vons, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

Sustaining Donors

Sustaining donors are
those who make a single gift of
$1,000 or moreTo show our
appreciation for their support,
they are listed here for 12
months.

Edward & Jill Banman
Judith Chamberlin
Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer
& Yvon Chouinard
Austin & Mary Jo Coe
Todd & Cheryl Collart
William Corkins & Diane
Federle
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Jefrey & Debra Hill
Harriet Hillam
Robert Ingrum
David Jafe & ElizabethWest
Shelley Jones
Echo Kukuchek
Aurora Loss
Evea Merrick
Virgil & Lynn Nelson
Leah Ohse
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Robert & Lupe Piros
Tom & Pamela Prinz
Gretchen Schéier &
Alex Reid
Michael & Pamela Swartout
DoloresTaylor
Fred & Barbararomblin
Troy Whitteker




Rheto-Rick
You Hold the Key

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

recently heard an interview

with Paul Potts who is a cell
phone salesman who also sing
opera and won the program
Britain’s Got &lent(the British
equivalent ofAmerican Ido).

The interviewer asked,

“What do you enjoy about
singing?” Potts responded, 4t’
a bit like having a key that
opens a dooAnd it takes me to
a room where | feel at home.
It's not always easy to find the
door It's all very well to have
the key but if you camfind the
door it’s of little use to you. But
at the moment I'm able to get

into and out of that room and
I’'m able to do what | love
doing. | never faget what a
privilege that is for meAnd
how grateful | am.”

You and | may not have the
singing talent to win a national
competition but we each have
talents that can be our key to g

sroom where we feel at home.
The trick is to find the room.
For Potts using the talent only
feels at home when he has the
opportunity to share it with
others. Singing for himself is
not enough.

All of us have keys that will
open doors for us and for eth
ers. Do you love learningPhat
can be the key to a room wher
you and a child can bond as
tutor and student. Do you have
a heart for those who are hun
gry?That can be the key to
open the door to the Pantry

Have you been blessed with
resourcesThat can be the key
to a room in a home for a home
less family
“It' s all very well to have

> the key but if you canfind the
door it's of little use to you.”
Use the key you have. Open the
door. u
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