[ )
[ )
P ROJECT : A newsletter for the volunteers
[}
t f Project
UNDERSTANDING . andsuppor.erso rojec
e Understanding
E W S :
[ )
[ )
[ ]
[}
e Volume XX No. 12 December 2005
s (Monthly)
See Near|y 1.000 Sylvia Macks home is display isTrinity Presbyterian
! located at 7836 El Doradd.S | Church located at 230%ntonio
Creches afTwo off Kimball in EastVentura. Avenue (corner of Las Posas
Road), Camarillo.
DecemberEventS No Room at the Inn Nativities For tickets or more informa
nce again the public is For the last dozen years tion, call Nora at 807-1088 or
invited to view two dis people have thronged to the | Judy at 469-571%

plays of nativity scenes during annual display of nativity scenes

the weekends of December 10| 2Sembled at “No Room at the _
through December 12 and Inn.” According to ti:e group College United
December 17 and December 1gMission statement, “The purpos

5¢ .
of No Room at the Inn is to Methodist Church

Sylvia Mack Creche Display cele_brate the true n_1eaning of Desset Concert
Sylvia Mack has spent a Christmas by focusing on the

lifetime collecting nativity sets | numble birth of the blessed December3
from all over the world. Her | Baby Jesus, 2,000 years ago,

collection includes a wide vari and helping those for whom For nearly 20 years, the
ety and totals more than 300 there is also ‘No Room at the congregation and choir at

On December 17 and 18, Inn,’ the homeless.” Last year | College United Methodist

the public is invited to Sylvia’ more than 600 creches were on Church have presented an

home to view her collection. | diSPlay _ annual evening of music and

The open house will be from To date this dort has desserts to raise funds for

1 to 4 p.m. each daguests donated nearly 1,000 to Project Understanding.

will be invited to make a dona | 16 different agencies iwentura This year the concert will

tion to Project Understanding. | €ounty (including Project be held on Saturdapecember
Understanding). 3, at 7 p.mThe choir will pre

As in previous years, there| sent music of the seasdrhe

are two ways to enjoy the dis | choir will be under the direction

play. On Friday evening, of Jayne Pompey with accem
December 9, there will be a panist Nancy Dolton.
Grand Opening Gala which If this yeat's concert is any

will include hors d’'oeuvres and| thing like the past, you will be
entertainmentTickets for the treated to wonderful music and
gala are $20 in advance (beforg delicious desserts, and you will
December 3) or $25 at the door go away with a warm heart and
On Saturday and Sunday a full stomach.

December 10 andl] the dis Plan now to attend. College
play will be open from 10 a.m. | United Methodist Church is

to 7 p.m.The suggested dona | located at 4300elegraph Road
tion for these days is $5 for across fromVentura College.

. adults and $1 for children. For more information, please
v Qaae U hal The host for this yess call 642-3282u
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Gifts In-Kind Are
Also Kind Gifts

Poject Understanding relies
on cash donations for mor

than half of its funding. But we
also receive thousands of
dollars worth of goods and
services as in-kind donations.

In this issue of the Project
Understanding News, we high
light and thank some of the
many people who make in-king
donations.

Our purpose is two-fold:
First (and most obvious) is to
express our deep appreciation
for these kind donors.

But we also hope that, as
you read these examples, you
might be moved to consider
how you might also be able to
consider making gifts like
these.

To all of our supporters
who make in-kind donations w
say “Thank you."u

Home for
Thanksgiving

By Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

I hroughout the yeathose
involved with service

clubs, places of worship, and
many individuals continue to
support our work through in-
kind gifts. Our receptionist
receives your generous dena
tions providing us with not only
many necessary supplies to ru
our ofiice but also equipment
and supplies to ease and bring
comfort to the lives of the
people who come to us for
assistance.

TheVentura Downtown
Lions Club, again this yeais

providing over 50 turkey food
baskets to be distributed to fan
ilies in need over th&hanks
giving holiday and the Kiwanis
Suburban Club will be deliver
e ing turkey and toy baskets
during the holiday season.

The Matty Group provided
a lovely brand new desk modu
for our reception area that has
helped us improve our case ha
dling. We continue to be able tg
provide eyeglasses to those in
need through the generosity of
theVentura Breakfast Lions
Club andVentura East Lions
Club.

Case assistants volunteer
their time throughout the year
providing intake to our clients,
but many go beyond that in
helping in other ways. Gallons
of drinking water for our clients
have been supplied throughout
the year by one of our case

Looking forward to this

n upcoming holiday season we
see the continued need for
blankets, sleeping bags, socks,
toiletries, and canned food.
Items that might seem so
insignificant as bus tokens will
provide much needed trans

eportation for our clients to
doctors appointments and job

nopportunities.

This year we are all aware
of the loss of homes through
natural disasters but for many of
our clients living without a
home is not new and was not
caused by a natural disasteor
many others even though they
have shelterthere is not enough
food or a way to provide it to
their families.

As we come to the end of
the year and this time of heli
days, we think of you who have
continued to help us throughout

assistants, while another contin the year and we think of home

= ues to improve the look of the
Reception Center through his
purchases and work on bulletin
boards and storage shelves.

In-kind donations provide
us with ofice supplies, books,
and toys for the children of our
clients. Some engetic children
had a scavenger hunt for sup
plies they could then donate to
Project Understanding, Scout
and Brownie troops have gath
ered together to package “bith
day kit bags,” each containing
the mix for a cake, candles,
paper plates and small toys.

Each year and every year
the calls come in from you
who volunteerto help feed or
distribute holiday meals, toys,
diapers, and toiletrie¥Vhile
some of our clients may not
have a home, through in-kind
donations some of the warmth
and happiness found in a hom
are provided to our clients.

n

and what it means to all of us.
What is a home was best
written by Ernestine Schuman-
Heink.

A roof to keep out the rain,
four walls to keep out the wind,
floors to keep out the colde¥,
but home is merthan that. It is
the laugh of a bahythe song of
a motherthe stength of a
father Warmth of loving heds,
light from happy eyes, kindness,
loyalty, comradeship. Home is
first school and first chwh for
young ones, wherthey learn
what is right, what is good and
what is kind. Wher they go for
comfot when they a hut or
sick. Whee joy is shaed and
sorrow eased. Wherfathers
and mothers & respected and
loved. Wheg childen ae want
ed. Whee the simplest food is

e good enough for kings because

See Home, Page 3




Home

Continued From Page 2

it is earned. Wher money is no

so impotant as loving kindness.

Whee even the teakettle sings
from happiness. That is home.
God bless it.

Thanks to all that you do
and continue to do in sharing
what you have with others.

Tutoring Students
Benefit From
Many Gifts

By MarciaWakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

I he Tutoring Program relieg
on the donated school suf

plies, educational materials an
healthy snacks that so many o
our friends give to us. Many
thanks to each of you who hav
given us these very necessary
items.We have also received
some other special gifts this
year

Computers make learning fun
Before leavingventura,

Kinko's gave Project Under
standing a number of gently
used computerd.hey are a vast
improvement over the ones tha
we had been using, and our
students are so happy to have
them.

Books, books, books —
we love them

We have been showered
with wonderful books, given to
us by many generous people.
Ellen Heil purchased several
boxes of beautiful new books
for us from her employer
Adventures for Kids bookstore

Our students were thrilled to
receive them.

S. Pauls Parish Day
School sent us several sets of
nearly new textbook3 hese
were shared by all five tutoring
centers, but were especially
appreciated in the Oxnard cen

books that the children are
using in school. It is such a hel
to do homework in the tutoring
center when the textbook is
right there And just when it
was most needed, Charliebbs
gave the Oxnard center a beok
case to put the books in.

After the summer Festival
of Hobbies, Scholastic Book
Fair gave us boxes of beautifu
new booksAt Christmas, we
received lovely books from the
Gamma Chapter of Delta Kapg
Gamma, and also from Dallas
) Woodburns annual “Wite On”
s Holiday Book Drive. Now we
f-are well supplied with good
books.

e Whether used as a resourg
in the tutoring centers or given
to students to start their own
libraries at home, these books
have been a wonderful gift, an
we are thankful.

Toys brighten children’s
Christmas
TheTutoring Program
serves low-income children, ar
many of their families do not
have much extra at Christmas-
time. Each year we gather toys
so that all of our more than 20
students receive a special
Christmas gift. Churches, busi
nesses, clubs, ganizations and
individuals help with this pro
ject. These generous people
J@nclude theVentura County
Professional Firefighters
Association, First United
Methodist Church o¥entura,

ter because they are the same

P
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Tutoring student Juan Moreno uses one of t
computers at the Avenue Tutoring site.

Church of the Foothills, Grace
Lutheran Church, tSPauls
Episcopal Church ofentura,
Affinity Bank, Target Sores,
Barnes & Noble, the Epsilon
Phi Chapter of Delta Kappa
Gamma\Ventura Downtown
Lions Club, and thAltrusa

aclub.

e
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Thanks so much for sharin
the joy of Christmas with our
studentsWe appreciate each
and every person who has
helped us this year

Caring Makes a
Pantry Possible

By Lisa Lee
Food Pantry Coordinator

Running a food pantry is
d not an inexpensive thing

D

to do. Can you imagine all the
food we gave out in just one

year to feed over 9,000 people®

Because of all the wonder
ful donations we receive, it
helps to make it possible.

Where do these donations
come from you ask@/ll, they
come from all overMany of
our local churches like
Community Presbyterian,
Temple BethTorah, $. Pauls

See Panty Caring, Page 5
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Board of Directors
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Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
President
Howard Bolinger, Vice-President
Ann Tobin, Secretary
Karen Campbell Treasurer
Judy Alexandre, Past President
Mary Carr
Eloisa de la Rosa
Rev. Don Dewey
Bob Emerick
Tom Hallock
Larr y Matheney
Dennis Mitchell

Saff
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Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Debbie Beers
AdministrativeAssistant

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt

Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

ShelleyWilmeth

Receptionist

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
Poject Understanding is a faith-based agency established on the pring
ples and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission is twofold:
to do justice by serving the podrungry and oppressed with compassion
and mercyand to provide avenues for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortufdte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisSThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through
communications, advocacyetworking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsvientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homelesgeottura County

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide yeannd emegency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.

J




Pantry Caring

Continued From Page 3

Episcopal, and manynany
more.They also come from
people and places like Leske’
Hallmark, Kanaloa Seafood (of
Santa Barbara), Meiners Oak
Hardware, Boy Scouts, Mike
Elders, and countless others.

They also come from
people who just want to make
a difference. Caring people,
people like you, help keep a
food pantry running and help tc
feed those who are down on
their luck.

I would love to send you al
a great big heartfethank you
to everyone who has helped.
You have all helped to make a
difference.

Having read this, maybe
you'd like to donate, or to find
out about the pantrPlease feel
free to call me at (805) 652-
1326 ext. 833. | would love to
help you.u

In-Kind Gifts for
Transition House

By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager
I\/I any have been kind to

all the families at
Transition HouseThe donationg
have come from many places
and in many forms.

Many have given furniture,
household items and bikes for
the children to usédmong the
generous persons who gave ta
Transition House this year are
Jim D.Arkland, Michael
Landolfi, Karen Campbell, and
EleanorTillquest.

The Knights of Columbus
will be putting on a wonderful

O

Christmas party and gift giving
for the parents and children
both atTransition House.

The Gordy Family and the
Scholfield family will give a
Christmas dinnerChristmas
tree and wonderful gifts to one
family each affransition House

These are examples of the
many gifts that have come to
the families affransition House
All of these gifts are a blessing
to the families.

As we look ahead please
remember all the good we are
able to do with your kind,
loving donations to our clients
and to usu

Taj Foundation
Makes New Phone
System Possible

Every day homeless people
rely on the phones at

Project Understanding to keep
in contact with potential
employers and family and
friends. Caseworkers confer
with their colleagues at other
agencies to coordinate assis
tance to clients. Donors and
volunteers call to &ér their
help with the work of the
agency

Obviously the telephone
system is a vital link between
Project Understanding and the
rest of the world. Howevem
recent months, that system wals
becoming more and more unre
liable. Individual phones were
wearing out from age and long
usageThere are nearly 20
phones scattered throughout tf
two buildings on thé&/ince
Street campusVithin a one-

addition, others that were still
functioning were not working
properly and the sound was
often scratchy at best.

The system itself was also
beginning to malfunctior\Voice
mail messages would mysteri
ously disappearCalls were
being lost when being trans
ferred between work stations.

However to replace the
system would cost more than
$7,000And we were reluctant
to spend that kind of money or
a phone system when we knew
how desperately that money
was needed to assist those wh
turn to us for help.

Enter theTaj Foundation.
The foundation advanced us th
entire cost of purchasing and
installing the new systerithe
system is now installed and is
fully operational. Thank you,
Taj Foundationl

(0]
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Poject Understanding executive director
Rick Pearson was recently recognized |
the local group Citizens for Peaceful
Resolutions with an award for hidatts
towards Care for the Community of Life. He
was presented with the award by, Bob
Dodge, the chair of CPR.

month period four of those

phones ceased to work and
would need to be replaced. In

y



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and goups who
contributed cash to our
program during the month
of October:

Individuals
JudyAlexandre
GeogeAppel
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Lila Atkisson
Lorraine Ballance
Marion Baranowski
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Barbara Born
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Richard & Laura Calzada
Joseph & Sarah Ruth Carpentg
L. C. & Mary Carr
Thomas & Joan Carr
Pamela Chan
Robert &Arleen Chatenever
James & Susan Cheek
Donald &Anne Cline
Austin & Mary Jo Coe
William Corkins & Diane

Federle
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Mary Jo Davy
Lorelle Dawes
Martin De La Cruz
Richard & Gertrude Desposatd
Helen Dirkes
Dan & Mary Doll
Charles & Martha Dugan
Henry & Jessie Duim
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Joe & Patricia Ellis
Ray & Sue Ellison
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Frederick & lynda Evans
Betty Lou Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Warren &Ardella Faue

Joe & Kim Fiano

Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler

Oliver Freeman

Harold & Norma Fulkerson
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Brian & Ingrid Giammichele
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Albert Goldbeg

Ronald & Pickens Halt

Joy Hamlat

Bill Hammaker

Mrs. William Hannah

Ivan Harkey

Betty Harris

Patricia Hartmann

Jane Helm

Mike Hershey

2rF. W. & Carol Hertel
Barbara Hill

William & Pauline Hinds
Charles &Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne

Norman & Marilee Hudson
Carroll Hudson

JoAnn Jackley

Jeanne Jensen

Dolores Keith

David & Ruth Kille

Eunice Koch

Patricia Kochel

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Edward & Susan Lacey
Byron & Rene Lawler
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Frances Lowe

Gary Lundquist

Nancy MacConell

Donald & Barbara MacDonald
Sylvia Mack

Jacqueline Manley

Samuel & Barbara Marsh
John & Frances Marshall
Donna Mason

Shane &Wendy Matthews

Frank & Charaline Maxim
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Luceille Merkel

Evea Merrick

Richard & Loueen Miller
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Rick Mizuno

Alfred Mottola

Valerie Norman

Tom & Mary O’Donnell
Douglas & Diane Cf
Doris Olson

Susan Olson

Sandra Osborne

Brenda Palmer

Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace & Hope Pearson
John &Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie

Tom & Pamela Prinz
Sandra Rappe

Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr

Iris Schulman

Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Marjorie Seinhouse
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Beth Tappin

Geoge & Janeflrevarthen
Charles & DorothyTubbs
Les & JudyVielbig
Ruberdavigen
BlancheViles

Daniel & Joanné&Vakelee
Mary JanéNallace

R. E. & LyndaWhitney
Troy & PatsyWhitteker
Alton & GermaineWilliams
Donnet & Phylliswilt



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

In memory of:

Dolly Ann Pratt
Given by:

Ira & Esther Sorkin

In honor of:

Happy Birthday Marie Lakin
Given by:

Amanda Quitoriano

Eric & Nancy Reynolds

In honor of:
Jan & Jim, Happy Holiday
Season

Given by:
Harry & Esther Cooperman

In memory of:
Joe Jaramillo

Given by:
Isabel Levitt

In honor of;
Josh Lakin

Given by:
Michael O’Neill

In memory of:
JoyceWaldron

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
Melvina Rodgers
Given by:
Gloria Noble

In memory of:

Ruth Callahan
Given by:

Bob & PatriciaWiker

In honor of:

Sylvia Macks Retirement
Given by:

Virgil & Lynn Nelson

In memory of:
William Hannah

Given by:
Priscilla Hivner

Churches & Organizations
ChurchWorld Service, Inc.,
Oxnard CropNalk
Community Presbyterian

Church
Eastminster Presbyterian

Church
Edison International
First Assembly of God of

Ventura
First United Methodist Church,

Ventura, Mariposa Fellowshiy
Horizon Foursquare Church
Kiwanis Club of Downtown

Ventura
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
National Semiconductor
Ohlan Silpachai Engineering
Ojai Presbyterian Church
Outdoor Gospel Church
Pythian Sisters
S. Pauls Episcopal Church,

Ventura
Trinity Lutheran Church
United Way
UnitedWay of LosAngeles

County

Thank you to the following
people and goups who
contributed food and other
items to our program during
the month of October:

Individuals
Sherri Bjorndahl
Rachel Bravo
Gene & Karen Cherry
William Corkins & Diane
Federle
Marquita Griswold
Kay Hoyt
Valerie Norman
Chris & Kimberly Ronnebey

DonaldTillquist

GeogeTilquist & Eleanor
Tilquist

Leonard & MarshaVeber

Churches & Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally IlI
Anacapa Bread Company
Church for the Nations
Commission on Human

Concernsyentura
Community Christ Church
DeltaThetaTau OmicrornTau

Chapter
FOOD Share
First Baptist Church ofentura
D Girl Scouts offres Condados
Grace Lutheran Church
Kentucky Fried Chicken

(Ventura)

National Charity League
Peets Cofee House
San Buenaventund/omens

Club
Starbucks
Temple BethTorah
Trader Joes
Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventua County Library
Ventura County Section 8

HousingAuthority
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons GroceryHarbor Blvd.
Vons GroceryTelegraph Rd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

Vons GroceryThompson Blvd.




Rheto-Rick

On Giving Your
Tithe In-Kind

By Rick Pearson

Executive Director

I\/I any of you who have
been supporters of

Project Understanding know th

names oWirgil and Lynn

Nelson.Virgil was the executive

director at the time of incorpo

ration and lynn was the founde

of the tutoring program.

The Nelsons now serve as
missionaries for thAmerican
Baptist Church in the Republic
of Congo.

On one of their visits back
to Ventura, they showed a vide
that included part of a worship
service in the town of Kikongo
where they serve.

The service was a harvest
festival and the members of th
congregation each brought the
“first fruits” of their harvest —
largely their staple crop of
manioc.A seemingly endless
line of people danced as they
carried their baskets down the
aisle and placed their manioc ¢

the ever growing pile at the
front of the churchAs the pile
grew so did the joy of all those
present.

In our society (which is a
monetary economy) we tend td
think of our tithe as a cash gift
equal to ten percent of our
income. But in Scripture the

the produce of ong’fields.
Project Understanding
needs the best of both worlds.
* We certainly need your mone
tary support to pay our bills.
I But we also need (and count 0
your gifts in kind.

And you always come
through in a big waAs is
reported throughout this issue,
you bring in toys by the armful
books by the boxful, toiletries

Oby the bagful, canned goods b
the trunkful, and bread by the
truckful. You may not be literal
ly dancing in the aisles as you
bring us part of your tithe, but

e the people who benefit from
your generosity will at least be
figuratively dancing in the
aisles for joy

So thank youYou are most
kind. u

e
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tithe was usually ten percent of

Highlights
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es at two December events.

College United Methodist
Christmas Dessert Concert
scheduled for December 3.
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