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Third Time’s a
Charm for the
$MILE Event
n Sponsorships and advance
gifts reach more than 1,000
feet.

A t two dollars to the foot,
sponsorships and advance

gifts already reach more than
1,000 feet towards the goal of
one mile of dollars in the Third
Annual $MILE Event.

And we still have about two
months to reach our goal. On
September 27, 2008, we hope
that about 100 people will gath-
er in Plaza Park in downtown
Ventura from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
to lay down all of the dollars

that have been donated.
The money raised will be

used in support of our eviction
prevention program. Last year,
Project Understanding was able
to assist about 300 people who
were in immediate danger of
losing their housing. There are
always more people asking for
assistance than we are able to
help. In recent months, as the
mortgage crisis has deepened
and the unemployment rate has
risen, the number increased.

There are a number of ways
that you can be involved in this
fun event.

The most direct way to be
involved is to come to the park
and help lay down the dollars.
We will be laying down strips of
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Transition House
Success Stories
By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Families become homeless
for various reasons. There-

fore, if a family is going to
return to self-sufficiency, it will
need assistance geared to its
needs. That is the purpose of the
Transition House program.

Project Understanding has
been providing transitional
housing services to previously
homeless families for more than
ten years. The families in the
program may live in Transition
House for up to two years while
working on the issues that led to
their homelessness. 

Families who wish to partic-
ipate in the program go through
a strict screening process. After
a family is selected, they are
placed in an apartment where
they may live for up to two
years.

The first three months the
family is in the program is a
time to adjust to the program
and their new surroundings. It
also gives us a chance to test
their capabilities and whether
they will be successful at
“working the program.” Once
this period is over the family
signs a month-to-month rental
agreement. During their stay

See Transition House, Page 2
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Thank you to 
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sponsors!
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many services are provided to
them. These services include
counseling, continuous help
with budgeting, monetary help
with schooling to further an
adult’s education and mar-
ketable work skills, parenting
classes, referrals to various
agencies that can help them in
other areas, and the list goes on. 

For a family to succeed in
the Transition House program

the family must be dedicated,
motivated and really want to
succeed. It is the case manag-
er’s responsibility to help 
counsel them as well as to make
certain that they adhere to the
program, but it is up to the 
family themselves to become 
a successful “graduate” and
become self-sufficient and
remain in permanent housing.

Transition House has been a
great blessing to many families
this past twelve months. Let me
introduce the families to you:

Pam receives herdrug and
alcohol certificate and moves
into a new home.

When Pam came to see me
in 2006 she wanted to find a
home. She was a graduate of a
local program here for drug and
alcohol recovery. She had come
through that program as a star.
She had been clean and sober
for more than a year. She want-
ed to have her three children
back in her care, but without a
house or job this seemed impos-
sible for her. We spent time

together trying to figure
out how she was going to
get her needs met. 

We established that
she had to get some type
of work first. We talked
about what kind of work
she wanted. She expressed
that she really wanted to
do counseling for drug
and alcohol recovery. I
told her that at Oxnard
College there was a pro-
gram that would give her
a certificate in two years.
I told her to go to the
Extended Opportunity
Programs and Services
(EOPS) program at
Oxnard College so she
could get some financial
help. 

Then we discussed the need
for a job in the meantime. She
had skills in child care and had
knowledge of the computer. She
got a job helping an automotive
business to get started. She
learned many skills in this job,
such as bookkeeping, business
licensing, taxes and many other
things to get the business up
and running. She has stayed
with this business throughout
her stay. 

Now that she had all of this
in place we needed to find a

place to live. Transition House
had an opening and she put her
application in with the other
families. She was passed up for
this opening. She was sad but
kept up the work at school and
her job. She still did not have
stable housing. Then we had
another opening at Transition
House. 

She interviewed again and
was chosen for the program. We
had some work to do because
she still did not have her chil-
dren and we needed to get the
apartment ready for an inspec-
tion by social services. She had
nothing to put into her apart-
ment. I sent the word out to the
churches and friends. Many of
you came forward and we were
able to have her apartment
ready for inspection within two
weeks. She passed and her chil-
dren were returned to her care.
Being reunited with her children
was a challenge for mother and
children alike. She utilized
many of the services that were
offered at Transition House to
bring healing and stability to
her family. 

Pam has met all her chal-
lenges with great determination,
love and understanding. She is a
shining star for Project Under-
standing. On May 16, 2008,
Pam received her certificate for
drug and alcohol counseling.
She has graduated from
Transition House and has
moved into permanent housing
and is looking to receive a job
that will be working with teens
with drug and alcohol issues.
She is on-call working part-time
with Miracle House and has her
job with the automotive repair
shop. I wish to applaud Pam for
taking this opportunity and turn-
ing her life and her children’s
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A former T ransition House family relax together out side
their T ransition House ap artment. 



lives completely around and
bringing great blessings and joy
to herself and her family.

Amy’s goals involve a new
career in Micr osoft computer
technology.

When Amy came to Transi-
tion House she was employed
with Savon drug store as a
cashier and moving around with
her son in tow. She had many
ideas that she wished to put in
place so that she and her son
would have a stable home in
their life. 

She was laid off from her
job at Savon the first month she
moved in. She had already been
looking for a school that would
give her the certificates to move
her into the information tech-
nology field. She was accepted
into the Technology
Development Learning Center.
This year she has completed her
certificate for configuring
Windows Vista and earned the
top score in her class. She is
currently working on her second
certificate in Microsoft. When
she has completed this program
she will have completed three
Microsoft certificates which
should lead her into a career in
information technology. She has
been interning at the County of
Ventura. While she has been
there she has been looking for a
full-time position in her field. 

We are looking forward to
great success this next year for
Amy with the possibility of a
new job closely in sight for her. 

Katrina victim comes to
Transition House.

Vickie was a victim of the
Katrina disaster. She came to

California with her son and
daughter’s father. They tried to
make a life here. It was very
hard having no family or friends
to fall back on. Eventually the
children’s father went his way
and Vickie found herself staying
with people she did not know
well. She had been a pharmacy
tech in Mississippi, but was
having a hard time getting work
here in this field because of all
the regulation changes and
requirements for certification.
She was working but it was just
not enough to pay for housing
and to meet her family’s needs.

She was accepted into
Transition House and made the
decision to make a career
change. She entered a ten-
month program for medical
billing. She has completed this
program and has found a very
good job in the field. She is
now working on clearing up her
debt and putting away some
savings. We are glad for her
great success and look forward
to her success of moving into
her own place soon.

Diane enters while working on
her bachelor’s degree.

Diane is working toward
her bachelor’s in public commu-
nications at Northridge. When
she entered our program she
had come from a recent divorce
which led her to her homeless-
ness with her daughter. She
stayed with family and friends
until she was placed into our
program. She is in school full-
time and has just taken a job
part-time. Along with her
responsibilities of caring for her
small daughter, Diane is a very
busy person. She hopes to have
finished her bachelor’s when
she finishes her program at
Transition House. She will

move into family housing at
Northridge if she has not fin-
ished her schooling. We support
her and know that she will con-
tinue to do well in school and
be a great success.

Newest participant’ s goals.
Julie is our newest partici-

pant. She and her two children
came to us
from the Res-
cue Mission
Alliance emer-
gency shelter
in Oxnard. She
works full-time
as a caregiver
and is in the
LVN program
in Oxnard. She
has the goal of
finishing
school and
working as an
LVN by the
end of her stay
at Transition
House. She is a loving, compas-
sionate person and we know she
will do great in this field.

Transition House has been
blessed by these families
because they are taking this
opportunity and are using it
wisely to better their lives.
Thank you to all of you who
have donated and helped each
of these families to be success-
ful in moving back into society.
We are each blessed by each
other. u

Editor’s Note: 
The names of the residents

have been changed in this arti-
cle, and we did not use their
pictures in order to protect their
privacy. The families pictured
are former Transition House 
residents.
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A former T ransition House 
mother and her three children
pose for a picture in their
Transition House ap artment.



Board of Directors
vvv

Hon. Melinda Johnson (retired)
President

Judy Alexandre
Vice-President

Dolores “De De” Taylor
Secretary

Tom Hallock
Treasurer

Kar en Campbell

Dorothy Prairie

Dave Schulze

Jerry Schwartz

Mar y L. Watson

Dale Watson

Staff
vvv

Rick Pearson 
Executive Director

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes 
SARAH Coordinator

Maria Holmen
Business Manager

Kay Hoyt
Reception Center Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Clerical Support

Randy Ringen 
Pantry Coordinator

Roseann Stockman
Administrative Assistant

Mar cia Wakelee 
Tutoring Coordinator

Shelley Wilmeth
Receptionist

“What does the LORD require 
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?” 

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission

Project Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission

is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed with
compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish to
serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special 

projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center
A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive 

listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families 
in order to make appropriate referrals.    

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry
A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people

through times of crisis. The Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)
A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include

shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Station
To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides

one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide 

transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

Permanent Supportive Housing
Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested 

agencies and individuals to provide permanent supportive housing for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to

hungry people in Oxnard each week.
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Thr ee Cups of Tea
to Be Discussed
n September7 discussion is
sponsored by the Ventura
Interfaith Ministerial
Association.

Please join the All Faiths
Women of Vision in dis-

cussing the book, Three Cups of
Tea, by Greg Mortenson and
David Relin on Sunday,
September 7, at Temple Beth
Torah in Ventura at 4 p.m. This
best seller chronicles the adven-
ture of Greg Mortenson, a
mountain climber, who drifts
into an impoverished Pakistan
village in the Karakoram moun-
tains after a failed attempt to
climb K2. Moved by the inhabi-
tants’kindness, he promises to
come back to build a school.
This evolves in over 25,000
children being served by
schools he started in Pakistan
and Afghanistan, significantly
bringing education to girls. He
has been quoted as doing more
than any state department or
government in bringing good-
will to this area. 

In addition, the group will
discuss the future plans of
Women of Vision with the sug-
gestion of having smaller, more
frequent events in lieu of a large
annual conference. The Women
of Vision group wants your
opinion and also offers an
opportunity for those who want
to participate in planning future
interfaith events. 

RSVPby August 31 if you
will attend or want more infor-
mation at VCWomenofVision
@aol.com.Be sure to visit the
Women of Vision website at
www.ucc-ventura.org/wov.htm
for photographs and information
of the last three conferences. u
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paper totaling 5,280 feet and
then lay (facsimile) dollars the
full length of the mile. The
more of us there are, the fewer
dollars we will each lay down.

You can come as an indi-
vidual and lay down just the
dollars you have donated or the
dollars that you have donated in
honor or in memory of a loved
one. Or you can come, even if
you can’t donate, and help us
lay down the dollars donated by
others who are not able to
come.

Or you can come and bring
your group with you. Church
youth groups, Scout troops,
groups of limber senior citizens.
Y’all come — the more the
merrier.

Last year an unseasonable
rain washed out the $MILE
Event. Let’s make up for it this
year. Come one. Come all. And
lay those dollars down. u

$MILE Event
Continued From Page 1

$MILE Donation
Yes, I wish to donate ___________ feet (at $2 per foot) for $MILE.

Enclosed is my gift of $____________.

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________________________________________

q I will be at the event on Sept. 27 to lay my donation down in person.

q I cannot be there to lay my donation down. Please have one of the 
volunteers do it for me.

I want my gift to be:
q In honor of: OR          q In memory of:

____________________________________________________________

able to expand our services.
Project Understanding is a

great agency because dedicated
people — both volunteer and
staff — have dedicated them-
selves to serving people in
need.

Growth, whether in trees or
in agencies, is a combination of
proper conditions and time. Any
organism either grows or it dies.

But age and growth are not
enough. As the Psalmist says,
“The righteous flourish like the
palm tree, and grow like a cedar
in Lebanon. In old age they still
produce fruit.”

Project Understanding
stands tall among its peers, but
height is not the goal. Let us
continue to be counted among
the righteous of God. Let us
continue to seek justice, that we
may flourish and in our old age,
continue to bear fruit. u

A Tr ee
Continued From Page 8
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Thank you to the following
people and groups who con-
tributed cash to our program
during the month of June:

Individuals
Judy Alexandre
William & Dorothy Asano
Roy & Mary Lou Ash
Marion Baranowski
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Bob & Mary Braitman
Donna Branstrom
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
John Broms, M.D.
Don Brubaker
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Sarah  Ruth Carpenter
Thomas & Joan Carr
Roderick & Claire Carty
Robert & Elaine Castle
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
James & Lelita Emch
Fred & Martha Engle
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Betty Fiorentine
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler
Ruth Gallagher
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Albert Goldberg
Gabriel & Carol Gonzales
Candy & Paul Gooding
Clyde & Mabel Gorden
Carol Greeby
Iris Gruwell
Christoph & Loren Haar
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Mary Hamilton
Joy Hamlat
Kay Hannah
Ivan Harkey
Betty Harris
Susan Henderson

William & Heather Hendren
Mike Hershey
Carol Hertel
Barbara Hill
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne
Ronald & Barbara Hudoba
Norman & Marilee Hudson
Carroll Hudson
Norman & Marilee Hudson
JoAnn Jackley
Carol Johnson
John & Rebecca Keisler
David & Ruth Kille
Eunice Koch
Richard & Sue Komorowski
Theodore & Marilynn Kretschmer
Ada Kudron
Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere
Wanda Laurence
Byron & Irene Lawler
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Geri Loe
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Rockwood & Susan Ludes
Robert & Marina Lunche
Gary Lundquist
Don & Lucy Lyman
Nancy MacConell
Sylvia Mack
Barbara & Jackie Maitland
Jacqueline Manley
Art & Jean Marshall
John & Frances Marshall
Shane & Wendy Matthews
Marilyn McFadden
Tom & Florence McInally
Leo Meyer
Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Byron & Laura Moline
Alfred Mottola
Gail Narkevic
Jean Nussman
Douglas & Diane Off
Mason & Carolyn Parrish
Wallace Pearson
John & Beverly Pearson
Nicholas & Nita Perkins
John & Anna Powell
Dorothy Prairie
Sandra Rappe

Diane Rennell
Margery Ricards
Duane Rodgers
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr
Iris Schulman
Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Jerome & Ruth Schwartz
Robert & Mary Scott
John & Dorothy Sinjem
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Joanne Stone
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Robert & Kathie Tobias
Roy & Nancy Todd
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Les & Judy Vielbig
Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace
R. E. & Lynda Whitney
John & Paulina Wolfe

In memory of:
Agnes Sylvester

Given by:
Ed & Carol Jones

In honor of:
Bill Hammaker’s 100th birthday

Given by:
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In honor of:
Jan Jason’s birthday

Given by:
Harry & Esther Cooperman

In honor of:
Jean Marshall

Given by:
Emma Rush

In honor of:
Jennifer & Kevin Rose

Given by:
Tammy Kizer-Robinson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding



7

In memory of:
Linda Borneman

Given by:
George & Jean Borneman
William Borneman
Richard & Gloria Johnson

In memory of:
My mother, Mayra Moore

Given by:
Gloria Lewis

In honor of:
Rick & Ellen Pearson

Given by:
Les & Judy Vielbig

In honor of:
Susan Samonsky’s retirement

Given by:
Bruce & Signe Smale

In memory of:
Wanda Williams

Given by:
Lisa Edwards & Bill Meyer

In memory of:
Warren Lovingfoss

Given by:
Marilynn Batelaan

In honor of:
Wayne & Martha Dugan’s 
birthdays

Given by:
Betty Harris

Churches & Organizations
A Touch of Love Foundation
BPC - Structural Pest Control, Inc.
Church of Christ of Ventura
Church of the Foothills
Community Presbyterian Church
County of Ventura
Dorothy Burke Walker Foundation
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
First Assembly of God of Ventura
Grossman Imaging
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Meadowlark Service League
Pythian Sisters
San Buenaventura Women’s Club
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura

Temple Beth Torah
Trinity Lutheran Church
United Way, Other, Wellpoint 

Foundation
Ventura Police - Montalvo 

Storefront Volunteers

Thank you to the following
people and groups who con-
tributed food and other items
to our program during the
month of June:

Individuals
Anonymous
Les Goldberg
Candy & Paul Gooding
Ruth Hampton
Kay Hoyt
Douglas Jereska
Frank Maggio
Art & Jean Marshall
Jack & Tori Sanford
Olivya Sawyer
Teresa & Megan Schoppe
Don & Shirley Smith
Les & Judy Vielbig
Leonard & Marsha Weber
Richard & Shelley Wilmeth

Churches & Organizations
A Touch of Love Foundation
Affinity Bank
Camarillo Center for Spiritual 

Living
Church of the Foothills
College United Methodist Church
Community Action of Ventura 

County
Community Presbyterian Church
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
First Christian Church
FOOD Share
Grace Lutheran Church
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 

of Oxnard
Matilija Bottled Water
National Charity League
Peet’s Coffee House
Pythian Sisters
Soroptimist International of 

Ventura
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of 

Ventura

Starbucks
Trader Joe’s
Trinity Lutheran Church
Unitarian Universalist Church
Ventura Missionary Church
Vons, Thompson Blvd.

NewsletterLayout
Ellen Pearson

Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Sustaining
Donors

Sustaining donors are those
who make a single gift of

$1,000 or more. To show our
appreciation for their support,
they are listed here for twelve
months. 

Edward & Jill Banman 
Judith Chamberlin  
Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer 
& Yvon Chouinard   

Austin & Mary Jo Coe 
William Corkins & Diane 
Federle 

Peter & Diane Dowler
Ray & Sue Ellison
Mark & Janet Goldenson 
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Jeffrey & Debra Hill
David Jaffe & Elizabeth West 
Shelley Jones 
Kearney Family Fund
Echo Kukuchek 
Aurora Loss 
Evea Merrick 
Virgil & Lynn Nelson
Leah Ohse 
Richard & Ellen Pearson 
Robert & Lupe Piros
Gretchen Schaffner & Alex 
Reid

John & Dorothy Sinjem
Fred & Barbara Tomblin 
Arnold & Joan Travis
Les & Judy Vielbig
Marion Ward
James & Marilyn Williams
Robert Willis
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A Tr ee Tall and
Flourishing
By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Way back in the 1960s,
golfing great Sam Snead

(who was in his 60s at the time)
was playing a practice round
with a young golfer from South
Africa. When they came to the
13th hole, Snead pointed to a
stand of 80-foot tall trees that
protected the green and said,
“When I was your age, I used to
drive the ball over those trees.”

Not wishing to appear to be
backing down, the younger
player drove the ball as hard as
he could only to watch it disap-
pear among the trees.

He turned to Snead and
said, “There is no way you
could have cleared those trees.” 

“Ah, but when I was your
age, those trees were only twen-
ty feet tall.”

I told that story at the wor-
ship service when Project
Understanding celebrated its
twentieth anniversary in 1997. I
was thinking about that anniver-
sary because I am approaching
my own twentieth anniversary. I
first joined the Project Under-
standing staff on August 15,
1988. (I became executive
director in 1990.)

Project Understanding
stands a lot taller than twenty
years ago. In 1988 we were not
providing any transitional hous-
ing. We were tutoring in only
one location (in one room in the
old fire station.) SARAH was
providing showers in the one

Project Understanding at San Buenaventura
43 E. Vince Street
P.O. Box 25460
Ventura, CA93002-2280
(805) 652-1326
FAX (805) 652-1389
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small bathroom that was shared
with the staff.

But the golf course at
Augusta did not become a better
golf course just because those
trees grew. And Project Under-
standing did not become a great
agency because we have been

See A Tr ee, Page 5
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