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Transition House
Brings Hope to
Families

By Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

am pleased to have the oppd

tunity to bring you up to date
about the people served at
Transition House.
Transition House takes in
homeless familiesThose fami

lies that are chosen go through

rigorous interview process.
Once they have been chosen t
enter the program they are pro

vided a two-bedroom apartmer

to live in. They must meet with

the case manager at least once

week to go over their budget
and life skills.They set goals
for the week, for three months,
and for a yeaiThe families can
stay atTransition House for six
months to two year§his is a
great opportunity for each fami
ly to bring stability and opportu
nity to have a better life for
themselves and their families.
The five families who have
been part of the program this
past year have all chosen path
that will bring them a better an
more stable life. Let me share
what they have been doing thig
past year and what they are pu
suing this summer

izet and her son and daugh
ter have been with us a littl

(Monthly

over one yeaiThis past year
she has graduated frovientura
College with heA.S. She was
accepted into the nursing pro
gramAugust 2004 and now hag
completed one year of the nurg
ing program aventura College.
She has received four schelar
rships for her academic grades.
Her son is an accomplished
saxophone player and was in
two concerts this last year

Lizet's daughter graduated
from preschool in May and will
&nter kindegarten in the fall.
She is very excited to begin
pschool like her mom and broth
er. The family was gifted tickets
tto go back to Boston this sum
mer to go see their family
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checked into the local hospitals
to see about possibly getting
work there when she finishes
her nursing program. She is
really giving her family a step
up with her example of going to
school, saving money and most
of all having a stable home to
come home to every night.

dy and her son have been

ith us just one yeawhen
she came to us she had a lot of
debt and was trying to finish her
schooling for medical assistant
and billing. She has now cem
pleted these two courses and has
begun to attend Oxnard College
in the ACE program for busi
ness management and will begin

> While they were there Lizet

SeeTransition House, Page 2

to Be Open on Sat
I n the $rategic Plan for Pro
ject Understanding, one of th
desired goals was the expansi
of the hours of operation to
include either evenings or wee
ends or both.
s  Such an expansion would
y allow us to serve better the
needs of those who are
employed and for whom it is
rdifficult to come during the day
The added bonus is that there
are people who wish to volun

teer who find it dificult to
~ come during the week becausg

Project Understanding Unveils Plan

urday Mornings

of their employment and other
eobligations.The dificulty in
bimplementing these changes is

mainly related to the needs of
kour staf. As dedicated as they
are, we cannot ask them to work
SO many extra weekends.

We are pleased to announce
that the board and stdfave
developed a plan whereby the
goal may be reached with the
minimum of disruption to the
lives of the stdf

Under this plan, we will be

See SaturdayPage 5



Transition House

Continued From Page 1

a six-week course on building
home business. She has a full;
time job in the medical field
and hopes to some day start a
billing business on her own. H¢
son is two years old and doing
great.When he is three and a
half he will start preschool. Sh¢
has stabilized her debt and put
money in her savings every
month.

when she has completed the

program in two years. Her son

has finished kindgarten and is
5 looking forward to going on to

ed to me.

awn and her daughter hav,

been with us less than a
year This past year Dawn com
, pleted one year of college. She
gis looking forward to attending
Channel Island University to
pursue her teacher credential.

Her daughter graduated

eI

Lashon and her three girls ardrom grammar school this June

coming to the end of their
two years affransition House.
Lashon went through the acee
erated credential, master teach
program at Cal Lutheran. She
received her teacher credentia
certificate in May

She is currently looking for
work in and out of state. She
hopes to have a teacher positi
this fall. Her two older daugh
ters are in the Gate Program fc
gifted children.The youngest
daughter is in preschool and
looking forward to attending
elementary school with her
sisters in another year

Lashon has accomplished
lot for her family in the past tw
years she has beenTaansition
House. She is going to be a
great teacher!

hristina and her son have

also been with us just abo
one yearChristina has receivec
two good raises since she cam
to Transition House and has
worked very hard to get hersel
out of debt. She will have

accomplished being debt free | 3}3

the time she is ready to leave.
She also has entered the
PACE program at Oxnard
College. She will be looking to
receive her accounting degree

and was allowed to stand up
and read an incredible poem s
wrote at her graduation. She is
eyery accomplished writer and |
was proud to attend her gradus
tion and see and hear her read
her poem about growing up.
She is attending the junior lHe
guard program for the summer
srohe hopes to attend next sum
mer so that when she is 15 in
yriwo years she will get a job as
lifeguard for the summer

As you can see, much can
be accomplished in just a little
time. We are not only helping

o these mothers to change their

y lives for the betterwe have
made a change and a better
future for eight children.

The children are our future
to have a better worl@hey
teach and show their friends af

\tfamily to live better lives. Five

y families may not look like a lot,

ebut when you see them chang
ing their childrers lives and

¢ their friends’lives you see that
the same change we here at

yProject Understanding and our
supporters ééct goes much fur
ther into our communityl want
to thank all of you supporters
who can see a bigger dream
coming true out of this five-

the “big kids school,” as he stat

apartment complex for suppert
ing Project Understanding.

ltems Needed in
SARAH Center

Every day nearly two dozen

people visit the SARAH

» Center for showers, laundrp
check their mail or just have
someone to talk talhe current
budget allows us to purchase
the bare necessities — soap,
shampoo and laundry degent.
But other items that you and |

hdake for granted are only avall
a@ble if someone donates them.

The center is currently in
» need of these items:

[¢)

Hair spray
Band-Aids
Bactine spray
Adhesive tape
Talcum powder

a In addition, to these “dis
posable” products, we are in
need of a small microwave and
a hair dryer (or two).

But the health and hygiene
needs of the people in the center
are not our only concern. Some
times people donate popular
paperback novel§hey always
disappear very quickly and peo
ple are asking for more. If you
have any novels that you are

'dinished with and would like to
share the joy of reading with
others, please drop them by
Project Understanding and we
will be happy to pass them on
to people who will enjoy them
every bit as much as you did.

If you have any questions
about these and other needs in
the SARAH Centerplease call
Jim Grimes, weekday mornings
at 652-1326u




Snapshots Fom the Festival of Hobbies

On Saturday, July 9
At Anacapa Middle School inVentura
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Board of Directors
vw
Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)
President
Howard Bolinger, Vice-President
Ann Tobin, Secretary
Karen Campbell Treasurer
Judy Alexandre, Past President
Mary Carr
Eloisa de la Rosa
Rev. Don Dewey
James Farley
Tom Hallock
Larr y Matheney
Dennis Mitchell

Saff

W

Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Debbie Beers
AdministrativeAssistant

Kari Br ogdin

Business Manager

Regina Fitz-Gerald
Housing Case Manager

Jim Grimes
SARAH Coordinator

Kay Hoyt

Reception Center Coordinator

Lisa Lee
Pantry Coordinator

Mar cia Wakelee
Tutoring Coordinator

ShelleyWilmeth

Receptionist

“What does thd.orbp require

of you but to do justice, and to

love kindness, and to walk

humbly with your God?”
Micah 6:8

\
Our Mission and Programs

Mission
Poject Understanding is a faith based agency established on the pring
ples and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mission is twofold:
to do justice by serving the podrungry and oppressed with compassion
and mercyand to provide avenues for those who wish to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together thefefts of individuals, local congregations and
groups to meet the needs of the less fortuidte.programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Panyr

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisisSThe Pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Hee)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers
and assistance in attaining food and shelter

Ventura County Hunger Coalition

A network of church and community-based groups and individuals
committed to eliminating domestic and world hunger through
communications, advocacyetworking, education, and action.

Tutoring Station

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locationsvientura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues joining in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homelesgeottura County

Emergency Shelter

Project Understanding is working with a coalition of interested
agencies and individuals to provide yeannd emegency shelter for
homeless people.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals|to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.

J




Saturday
Continued From Page 1
able to expand the hours of the

Reception Center and the
Pantry The Reception Center

would open at 9:00 on Saturday

mornings and close afl BO.
The Pantry would open at 10:0
and close at noofthis will
require at least one paid dtaf
three or four volunteers in the
Reception Center and two to
four volunteers in the Pantry

Paid Saff

All paid staf members,
both program and administra
tive, have readily agreed to
rearrange their work schedule
accommodate an occasional
SaturdayAt the current stdihg
levels, this would require each
staf member to work a
Saturday six times per year

Volunteers

As stated above, between
five and eight volunteers are
needed each week to make thi
plan a realitylt is our hope that
these will come from eight or
nine congregations (or groups
within congregations), service
clubs, and/or other ganiza
tions. The intention would be to
schedule the paid sfadnd the
volunteer groups in such a way
that the same staéind volunteer
group serve on the same Satu
day each time to strengthen th
working relationship.

Each group would need a
team leader who would be the
liaison with the stdfin assuring
that there are sfi€ient volun
teers and that they are trained
and readyWithin the group
there would need to be a pool
volunteers trained as case ass
tants so that there will be the
three or four that are needed o

a given Saturday(Pantry volun
teers and support volunteers a
more easily trained on the day
, Of service.)Training events
would need to be scheduled
throughout the year so that ea
group can keep a corps of
trained case assistants on the
Oteam.

Volunteers Not in Existing
Groups
People who wish to volun
teer on Saturday but who are
not part of one of the existing
teams, would be referred to on
or more of the team leaders
where they could be integrated
into the eforts of that team.
o
Implementation of the Plan
We will be recruiting
groups and other participants

training events during early

October with the first Saturday

opening tentatively scheduled

for late October 2005.

If your group or congrega

stion is interested in participatin

in this new dfort, please contac

Rick Pearson at 652-1326.

Affinity Bank
Grant Supports
This Newsletter

[ For many years, the cost of
€1 producing and mailing this
newsletter has been greatly
reduced by the generous supp
of Anchor Printing who does
the printing at a very reduced
cost.This support is acknowl
edged by the placement of the
logo on page 8 each month.

of  This month that logo is

Sjoined by the logo foAffinity
Bank.Affinity has given a grant

Nto Project Understanding that

beginning now and will hold the

will underwrite the rest of the
recost of the newsletter
Project Understanding
gratefully recognizes both these
fine businesses for their
chgenerous suppoti.

Church Groups,
The Gap Help
Spruce PUUp

I n recent weeks volunteer
groups from two local con
gregations, Bible Fellowship
Church and/entura Missionary
Church, and fronThe Gap
clothing stores, have come to
Project Understanding and
greatly improved our appear
ance.

e

First came tha
" group from Bible
Fellowship who
washed all the
windows in both
of theVince Sreel
buildings, both
upstairs and
down.

O

Then came
theVentura Mis
sionary Church volunteers wh
spent two Saturdays trimming
the bougainvilleas on the fenc
next to our propertyWhat a
hot, thorny task.

Two Ventura Missionary Church
volunteers trim bougainvillea.

Finally a
dozen managers
from Central
Coast Gap Bres

prtame and weed¢:c
and put wood
chips in our
planter turned a

r storage area intc

a usable meeting|

space and bagguc

rice and oatmeal for the Pantr
Thank you to all these hard-

working volunteersu

A volunteer from The Gap pours
wood chips into the front planter.




Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and goups who con
tributed cash to our program
during the month of June:

Individuals
JudyAlexandre
NealAndrews
Geoge & EllenAppel
Roy & Mary LouAsh
Denise Baylor
Kenneth & Debra Beckfeld
Geoge & Joy Beger
Elizabeth Blanchard
Donna Boeck
Howard & Linda Bolinger
Barbara Born
Jefrey Brackett & MiriamArichea
Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Brobgr
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Thomas & Joan Carr
James & Susan Cheek
Gene & Karen Cherry
Helen Crouch
Dan & Mary Doll
Fabien & Jean Dufau
Henry & Jessie Duim
Charles & Magaret Dunn
Berdean Eaton
Barbara Eggert
Ed & Beverly Eidson
Fred & Martha Engle
Frederick & lynda Evans
Betty Lou Evans
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Joe & Kim Fiano
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Sue Ellen Fowler
Oliver Freeman
Ruth Gallagher
Robert & Barbara Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Albert Goldbeg
Candy & Paul Gooding
Gene & De Lois Greer
Iris Gruwell
Christoph Haar
Ronald & Pickens Halt
Bill Hammaker
William & Catherine Hannah
Betty Harris
Gale & Bette Hartman

Jane Helm

William & Pauline Hinds
Charles &Vicky Holmstrom
Bob & Lee Horne

Norman & Marilee Hudson
Carroll Hudson

JoAnn Jackley

Jay & Mindy Johnson
David & Norma Kalian
David & Ruth Kille

Eunice Koch

Patricia Kochel

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Echo Kukuchek

Janice Kuzemko

Edward & Susan Lacey
Byron & Rene Lawler
Howard & Irene Level
Warren & Lucille Lewis
Barry & Kathy Lewis
Douglas & Patricia Lochner
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
Frances Lowe

Rockwood & Susan Ludes
Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman

Nancy MacConell

Betty MacDonald

Sylvia Mack

Art & Jean Marshall

John & Frances Marshall
Frank & Charaline Maxim
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Raymond & Katharine McLean
Luceille Merkel

Leo Meyer

Sam & Gail Miller

Dennis & Deirdre Mitchell
Rick Mizuno

Betty Moon

Alfred Mottola

Gail Narkevic

Jean Nussman

Patrick O'Brien

Douglas & Diane Cf
Susan Olson

Brenda Palmer

Mason & Carolyn Parrish
John & Beverly Pearson
Dorothy Peterson

Alan & Kristine Plasch
John &Anna Powell
Sharron Price

Tom & Pamela Prinz
David & Thayer Reese
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Harry Rosenber

HaroldW. Ruddick
Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Salvatore & Mary Saputo
Roberta Schoenherr

Iris Schulman

Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott
Laurence & Linda Sellers
Becky Sexauer

Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Duane & Julie Simshauser
Ira & Esther Sorkin
Marjorie Seinhouse
Charles & Joy 8awbridge
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Michael & Pamela Swartout
BlancheViles
BernardVisser

James & Barbar®ogel
Daniel & Joann&Vakelee
Earl & MarciaWakelee
Mary JanéWNallace

Dale & MaryWatson

R. E. & LyndaWhitney
Troy & PatsyWhitteker
Doris Williams

Mark Zakis

In memory of:
BabetteAmirkhan
Given by:
Allan Sahl

In memory of:
Bertie Gaertner
Given hy:
James & Frances Egan
Violet Ryder
Rose MarievoelkerAnderson

In memory of:
Bill Moraine

Given by:
Evea Merrick



Thank You to Suppotters of Project Understanding

In memory of:

Madelline Downey
Given by:

Jymmye Hitch-Banhart

In memory of:
RobertAnderson

Given by:
Rose Marie/oelkerAnderson

In memory of:
Walter Clark
Given by:
Cynthia Douglas
Jeanne Jensen

In Honor of:
Judy & LesVielbig on their
45thWeddingAnniversary
Given by:
Eric & ShondaVielbig

In honor of:
Sylvia Mack on her retirement
from teaching after 53 years
with Ventura Unified School
District (Gifts received as of
June 1st; gifts received in July
will be reported next month)
Given by:
Trudy Arriaga
Tom Blanford
Naomi Claypool Fowler
Kathleen Cordial
Laurel Curtis-Abbe
Kathleen Cushman
Larry & Carol Dawes
Peter & Diane Dowler
Warren &Ardella Faue
Jymmye Hitch-Banhart
Wanda Laurence
Ron Lay
David & Carla Mulford
Daniel Quigg & Jennifer
Ross-Quigg
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Cathy Sever
Dave & Midge $ork
Sheila Brady
Tom & Cynthia Hashbaer
Bruce & Signe Smale
John & CarmefTarin
Eric & ShondaVielbig
Lorelle Dawes
Howard & Linda Bolinger

Churches and Organizations
Church of the Foothills
Community Presbyterian Church
County ofVentura
First Baptist Church o¥entura
Horizon Foursquare Church
Julius Gius Memorial Foundation
Live Oak Christian Fellowship
Meadowlark Service League
Pythian Sisters
Sons of NorwayBalder

Lodge 6-068, Ojai
St. Pauls Episcopal Church of

Ventura
Trinity Lutheran Church,

Couples Circle
United Way
Ventura Missionary Church
Westminster Presbyterian

Church

Thank you to the following pec
ple and groups who contributed
food and otheritems to ourpro-
gram during the month of June:

Individuals
Ahzriel Addams
Elaine Becker
William Corkins & Diane Federle
Will Costigan
Larry & Carol Dawes
Paul Dols
Les Goldbeg
Kay Hoyt
Wayne & Shari Kempton
Sharon Knapp
Peter & Cindy Meschke
Will Mortes
HaroldW. Ruddick
Dorothy Schupbach
DonaldTillquist
GeogeTilquist & EleanorTilquist
IreneTorres
Leonard & MarshaVeber
DuaneWikholm

Churches and Organizations
Alliance for the Mentally IlI
Anacapa Bread Company
Becker Group
Church of the Foothills
Community of Christ Church
First Baptist Church o¥entura

First Christian Church

Friends of the Library

Grace Lutheran Church

Peets Cofee House

San Buenaventur/omens Club

St. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

Starbucks

Trinity Lutheran Church

Unitarian Universalist Church

Ventura Missionary Church

Vons, Harbor Blvd.

Vons, Telegraph Rd.

Vons, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

We apologize forthe computer

malfunction that caused these

May donations to be omitted

from last month’s newsletter

We gratefully acknowledge them

now.

David & RaeWiener Foundation

DeltaThetaTau OmicronTau
Chapter

DeltaThetaTau Sorority Zeta
Epsilon Chapter

First Baptist Church o¥entura

Presbytery of Santa Barbara

St. Pauls Episcopal Church of
Ventura

UnitedWay Other United
Way/SBC Employee Giving




Rheto-Rick

God’s Law and
Public Policy

By Rick Pearson
Executive Director

he Supreme Court has spo

ken — it is sometimes all
right to display th&en Com
mandments in a public space
and sometimes it is not all righ
to display theTen Command
ments in a public spac€his
decision has been long-awaite
and now everyone is happy —
and everyone is unhappy —
regardless of which side of the
issue each is on.

| do not have a position
about the display of théen
Commandments in public.
However | do have some
thoughts about the laws of the
Hebrew Scriptures and how
what many call the Oldesta
ment has shaped (and should
shape) our understanding of
public policy and legal
decisions.

| do not care too much
whether there is a two and a
half ton replica of th&en Com

mandments in a courthouse in
Alabama. | care deeply whethe
Biblical concepts of justice and
fairness play a role in our publi
discourse on ethics.

At a recent gathering, |
heard NeaRAndrews, a City
Council member iVentura, say
that every public policy deci
sion involves the transfer of
wealth from one party to
another For those of us who ar
people of faith, it should matter
on what basis these decisions
are made.

The prophet Jeremiah said
“After those days, says the
Lord, I will put my law within
them and | will write it on their
hearts.” Over the next several
months | intend to use this
space to share with you my
understandings of the the imypli
cations, not of placing the Law
of God in public spaces, but of
writing the Law of God on our
hearts before we enter public
spaces.

If we can do that, the
impact in the lives of people
who have been ignored and
mamwginalized will be felt long
after stone monuments crumbl

| look forward to that jour

)

ney with youu

D
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