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In celebration of
Rick Pearson’s
service to Project
Understanding

Please join us for
a Retirement Celebration
you won’t want to miss!

Rick Pearson is retiring after twenty
years of service as executive director

By Honorable Melinda A.
Johnson, Retired

Immediate Past President of the
Project Understanding Board

n April 22 friends, co-

workers, and Project
Understanding clients and
supporters will gather at Ven-
tura’s Wedgewood Center to
thank and honor Rick Pearson

for his many
years of ser-
vice, and
twenty years
as executive
director of this
agency.

This news-
letter contains
your invitation
to attend. We
encourage you
to spread the
word so that
everyone who
has experi-
enced Rick’s
loving and effective guidance
can join in fellowship to recog-
nize his accomplishments.

Rick graduated from UCLA
with a degree in engineering,
but quickly found his way into
ministering to others. He
attended the Claremont School

After three
years serving a
congregation in
Wisconsin, Rick
returned to Cali-
fornia where he

of Project Understanding.

Join us for fun, food, and friends.
Pictures, stories and donations.

Thursday, April 22
4:30 to 7:00 p.m.

was a diaconal
minister of
Christian educa-
tion at First
United Method-
ist Church in
Ventura, direc-
tor of Habitat

(Presentation at 5:15 p.m.)

Wedgewood Center
5800 Olivas Park Dr. (near Victoria)

$15 per person

(To order tickets or make a donation in Rick’s honor,
please use the form on page 3.)

Ventura

for Humanity,
director of education at Santa
Paula First United Methodist
Church, finally coming to
Project Understanding and
becoming its director in 1990.
The most recent, and tangi-
ble, evidence of Rick’s hard
work for Project Understanding
is last year’s opening of
SHORE, a supportive housing
project which provides a home
to fifteen formerly homeless
families. It took more than a
decade of persuasion and persis-
tence, of creativity and commit-
ment to bring this to fruition.
Finding the money, overcoming
stereotyped objections, meeting
the requirements of local, state
and federal agencies — this was
a daunting task. Many faithful

volunteers saw this through,
and, at their head was Rick
Pearson, the constant.

SHORE is but one lasting
monument to Rick’s efforts. He
found grant money to renovate
the Vince Corner Family Lodge,
once a tutoring center, and now
our expanded pantry, and got
city approval to open it at a
time when such permits were
nearly impossible to obtain. He
increased our tutoring sites from
two to six.

He procured the donation of
our Transition House in Oxnard,
which, for thirteen years has
housed families transitioning
from homelessness to self-
sufficiency. The success stories

See Rick Pearson P. 2



Living our vision
of the future

By Judy Alexandre
President, Board of Directors

s Project Understanding

makes the transition from
Rick Pearson to a new execu-
tive director there will be many
changes and many things that
will remain constant. We will
continue to be a faith-based
agency seeking to serve the
poor, needy, and oppressed in
our community with love and
dignity, and we will continue to
provide opportunities for others
to serve.

Vision Statement
Project Understanding

Project Understanding is well-known
throughout our region as an agent of
Shalom: peace with God, peace within us
and within the families we serve and peace
in our community. We engage and inspire
people of faith to act on their values and
address important social justice issues. With
mercy, we assist people to achieve their
maximum level of independence. Our faith-
based and person-centered approach
develops and directs resources to fulfill
the promise of *helping people transform

their lives.’

In preparation for “build-
ing” this new reality, I was
drawn to re-examine the book
of Nehemiah.

Nehemiah was in exile
serving as cupbearer to the
King. Nehemiah’s vision was to
rebuild the temple that had been
destroyed. For this he needed
the King’s favor. Nehemiah
wept, mourned and prayed. He
sought and recognized God’s
hand and voice.

This is what the board of
directors has been doing for the
past several months and will

continue to do. We seek His
direction and His voice.

When Nehemiah knew the
time was right, he acted. His
vision was clear and he knew
that the God of Heaven would
give him success.

Despite lies, manipulations,
temptations and many other
obstacles, Nehemiah kept his
focus. He was not swayed. So
we also know that there will be
many directions in which
Project Understanding can turn
and many obstacles in the path
moving forward. But we know
that the God of Heaven is with
us as we seek that clear direc-
tion. The multiple obstacles will
not keep us from our mission
and vision.

When the wall was rebuilt
the people celebrated. They
recommitted themselves to
God’s purpose and renewed the
covenant with God.

There is work ahead for us,
and our vision and resolve must
match that of Nehemiah. Then
we too will rejoice in the fresh-
ness of the new beginning. We
will commit ourselves to His
purposes and seek to bring His
Shalom to the community.

To the left is our new State-
ment of Vision. Please join us
as we live it into reality. &

Rick Pearson

Continued From P. 1

from graduates of Transition
House are touching beyond
words.

He has made Project Under-
standing a good neighbor, work-
ing with other area residents to
assure that services rendered
through SARAH and the Recep-
tion Center cause minimal
disruption to their lives. He has
turned fear, born of misunder-

standing into support for the
goals of Project Understanding.
Rick is, above all, an educator.
He has made our community
understand the deep needs of
their less fortunate neighbors
and persuaded them to help,
through their donations and
their service.

On a personal note, I sat in
the dependency court for many
years while on the bench. My
first job was to protect children
from inadequate, sometimes
abusive parents. My second job
was to try to reunify those chil-
dren with their parents, through
the efforts of the social workers.
I had a lengthy list of agencies
who offered services aimed
toward that goal. Without ques-
tion, Project Understanding
provided the most practical and
valuable assistance —- accept-
ing mail which gave the parents
notice of court hearings, provid-
ing bus tokens for them to get to
court, providing food for fami-
lies who otherwise could not
have stayed together. This is the
kind of agency Rick Pearson
ran. Doing God’s work. Bearing
witness to his charity, through
action. It is no surprise that
Rick’s heroes are those who
have spoken out for social
justice, such as Desmond Tutu
and Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

I’m proud to have been
Rick’s friend for more than
twenty-five years. ’'m hugely
impressed by what he has done
for his community, and the
example he has set for the rest
of us.

Please RSVP early and join
us to toast Rick’s accomplish-
ments and affirm our support as
he moves into the next stage of
his life of service. Perhaps now
he’ll have a little more time to
read all the books on his list
and work all those crossword
puzzles he loves so much. &



SARAH Center
needs supplies

he SARAH Center helps

meet the basic survival
needs of homeless people. At
SARAH they may shower, do
laundry, use a telephone and
receive mail. There is always a
need for supplies and personal
items.

What follows is a list of
items that are currently needed
in SARAH, and they are listed
in the order of greatest need.

Paper products
6-inch plates
6-inch bowls
9-inch plates
Napkins
Deodorant
Socks
Razors
Shaving cream
10-0z. hot cups/styrofoam

These items may be
dropped off at Project Under-
standing on weekday mornings
between 8 a.m. and 12 noon or
you may call 652-1326 to
arrange for someone to pick
them up. &

Please use this form to order tickets to Rick Pearson’s Farewell Celebration
on April 22 or to make a donation in Rick’s honor.

Rick Pearson Celebration

Carrying
Continued from P. 8

would get credit for only a
single.

Central Washington player
Mallory Holtman also under-
stood the situation. She went to
the umpires and said, “Excuse
me, would it be okay if we car-
ried her around and she touched
each bag?” Though surprised,
the umpires said it would be
okay.

So Mallory and teammate
Liz Wallace picked up Sara,
carried her around the bases,
gingerly letting her left foot
touch each base, and therefore,
letting her receive credit for her
home run.

In the end, Mallory and
Liz’s Central Washington lost
the game but neither regretted
helping Sara and Western Ore-
gon beat them. Nor were their
teammates angry at the selfless
act. They clearly believed help-
ing an injured opponent was
more important than winning
the game.

Many of the people who
come into Project Understand-
ing are much more deeply
injured than a damaged knee.

Yes, I want to be a part of the Celebration for Rick Pearson.

@ Enclosed is $

for tickets ($15/person).

Q Sorry, I can't be there, but here is my gift of $

Name:

But every day our selfless vol-
unteers help carry them through
difficult times and situations.

So kudos to Mallory and
Liz. And kudos to the Project
Understanding volunteers, all of
whom would do whatever it
takes to help anyone — even an
opponent — reach their goals.

Update on my website

Last month I wrote about
the website that [ am going to
be writing after my “retire-
ment.” If any of you have been
there in the past month, you
have probably been disap-
pointed by its unfinished
appearance and its slow devel-
opment. It seems that winding
down a twenty-year career is
more time consuming than I had
anticipated, and I have had
some extra responsibilities dur-
ing Lent at my own church.

So please bear with me. If
you Vvisit the site now, there is at
least a subscription button
where you can sign up to be
notified by email when a new
article is posted.

Thank you for your support
in the past, and I hope you will
give my new website a try at:

www.RhetoRick.com &

in Rick’s honor.

Address:

Phone:

E-Mail:

(Please make checks payable to Project Understanding.)
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Judy Alexandre

President

Dave Schulze
Vice-President

Dolores “De De” Taylor
Secretary

Jim Ayars
Treasurer
Nancy Barna
Karen Campbell
John Dickerson
RoseAnn Hill
Lauri Kail
Frank Maggio
Dorothy Prairie

Ex Officio

Hon. Melinda Johnson(retired)

Immediate Past President
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Rick Pearson
Executive Director

Alicia Ayala

Reception Services Coordinator

Brenda Byers
SHORE Case Manager

Todd Goehner

Client Services Manager

Maria Gonzalez
Tutoring Coordinator

Gloria Lewis
Business Manager

Ericka Manrique
Housing Case Manager

Sandra Morales
Resource Manager

Randy Ringen
Pantry Coordinator

Craig Shaw
SARAH Coordinator

“What does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?”

Micah 6:8

Our Mission and Programs

Mission
P roject Understanding is a faith-based agency founded and established
on the principles and ideals of Judaism and Christianity whose mis-
sion is twofold: to do justice by serving the poor, hungry and oppressed
with compassion and mercy, and to provide avenues for those who wish
to serve others.

Programs
Project Understanding initiates, develops, and maintains special
projects pulling together the efforts of individuals, local congregations
and groups to meet the needs of the less fortunate. The programs are:

Reception Center

A program that utilizes an intake process with skilled, supportive
listeners to minister to and assess the needs of individuals and families
in order to make appropriate referrals.

Focus on Food Emergency Food Pantry

A pantry program designed to help homeless and hungry people
through times of crisis. The pantry provides recipients with a three-day
supply of food.

SARAH (Simply Arranging Real Assistance Here)

A source of basic services for homeless people. Services include
shower and laundry facilities, a mail and message center for job seekers,
and assistance in attaining food and shelter.

Tutoring Program

To assist economically disadvantaged children, this program provides
one hour per week of extra classroom instruction with volunteer tutors in
one-to-one interaction at five locations in Ventura and Oxnard.

Religious Coalition for the Homeless
Churches and synagogues join in faith-based action to provide
transitional shelter and a voice for the homeless of Ventura County.

SHORE (Supportive Housing Opportunities in a Residential Environment)
Project Understanding provides 15 units of permanent supportive housing
for formerly homeless people in the WAV Project in downtown Ventura.

The Bread of Life
Five congregations are working together to prepare and serve meals to
hungry people in Oxnard each week.



Overcoming
Poverty — One
Life at a Time

B Dr. George Barna to speak
in Ventura on June 4th.

D r. Barna is a researcher
and the author of forty-
four books, included several

bestsellers about faith and cul-
ture. He has been a professor,

Dr. George Barna

a pastor, and vice chairman of
Compassion International,
which addresses poverty
through child development in
twenty-four nations, and he is in
demand as a public speaker
across the nation.

In his presentation, George
Barna will address:

® The identity of poverty

m Causes of poverty

m The spiritual nuances
of helping the poor

m Local and personal
solutions

The event will be held at the
Ventura County Christian
School on MacMillan Avenue
in Ventura from 7 to 9 p.m. on
Friday, June 4, 2010. It will be a
fund-raiser for Project Under-
standing.

Information on how to
participate will be available in
next month’s newsletter, but for
now, save the date. ¢

Volunteers at
Project Under-
standing are
people in action

s we, once again, approach
National Volunteer Week,

we are reminded that the ser-
vices of Project Understanding
would not be possible without
the efforts of hundreds of volun-
teers who give thousands of
hours of their time each year.

Volunteers tutor through the
Tutoring Program, greet and
interview people in the Recep-
tion Center, distribute food
through the Pantry, interact with
the homeless people who come
to the SARAH Center as well as
many other tasks at Project
Understanding

Space does not allow for us
to recognize publically each of
these deserving people, but the
following article celebrates the
actions of one person who
faithfully volunteers in the
Reception Center. ¢

Meet Reception
Center volunteer
Laura Moline

By Sandra Morales
Resource Manager

L aura came to us over two
years ago and began to
serve as an intake volunteer in
our Reception Center. Having
just had her hours cut back at
work, she had a lot of free time
on her hands. Laura recognized
the many blessings in her life
and wanted to find a way and a
place to share and give back the
things she had been given. Her
inspiration was John 21:16
where Jesus instructs Simon to

“Take care of my sheep.” She
also understands that God made
us to live in community and
wanted to be with others who
were also serving.

Leaning towards the quiet
side, Laura describes her first
time volunteering in our Recep-
tion Center as intimidating. Her
experience was one of growth
and compassion. “By
the time I walked out
the door, my heart
was broken for these
people and I pray for
all of them. It feels
good to be obedient
and help.”

The other staff
members and volun-
teers say that she
always comes in with
a smile on her face and she
is always offering to help
wherever it is needed. She
works hard and is good at what
she does.

Laura is married with five
adult children and lives in Ven-
tura and is soon to become a
grandmother. She is an avid
reader, loves walking her dog
and appreciates the quiet and
peaceful moments she currently
enjoys with her husband.

We appreciate Laura and
are thankful for the gifts and
talents that she has shared with
us. We look forward to a long
relationship with her. &

-
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Laura Moline




Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Thank you to the following
people and groups who
contributed cash to our
program in February:

Individuals
Judy Alexandre
Helen Archer
William & Dorothy Asano
Mary Lou Ash
Lila Atkisson
Beverly Attema
James & Jean Ayars
Charlotte Banks
Patricia Barrett
Marilynn Batelaan
Donald & Mary Ann Benton
Donna Boeck
Barbara Born
Jeffrey Brackett & Miriam

Arichea

Bob & Mary Braitman
Gordon & Barbara Broberg
Larry & Kari Brogdin
John Broms, M.D.
Lyndon & Jan Brumby
Bill & Loretta Burton
Jimmy & Linda Bushong
Richard Calzada
Thomas & Joan Carr
Roderick & Claire Carty
Robert & Elaine Castle
Bill & Marguerite Coy
Helen Crouch
Harriet Curry
Charles & Martha Dugan
Charles & Margaret Dunn
Joe & Patricia Ellis
Fred & Martha Engle
Robert & Lynne Farrow
Warren & Ardella Faue
Joe & Kim Fiano
Kenneth & Deirdra Finning
Betty Fiorentine
William & Beverly Flothmeier
Edris Fowkes
Sue Ellen Fowler
Ruth Gallagher
Robert Garrison
Warren & Leilani Glaser
Clyde & Mabel Gorden
Penny Grady

Iris Gruwell

Ronald & Pickens Halt
Mary Hamilton

Kay Hannah

Camilis Harkins

Betty Harris

H. Lee & Margaret Heise
Jane Helm

Carol Hertel

Jeffrey & Debra Hill
William & Pauline Hinds
Charles & Vicky Holmstrom
Roderick & Alisa Houck
Ronald & Barbara Hudoba
Carroll Hudson

Norman Hudson

JoAnn Jackley

Jay & Mindy Johnson
Elise & William Kearney
David & Ruth Kille
David Kinney

Eunice Koch

Dorothy Kolber

Richard & Sue Komorowski
Ada Kudron

Edward & Susan Lacey
Constance Laferriere

Bill Lansing

Byron & Irene Lawler
Kenneth & Laura Locken
Dorothy Loebl

Dennis & Jeannette Longwill
George Lozano

Gary Lundquist

Don & Lucy Lyman
Domenica Maitland
Jacqueline Manley

John & Frances Marshall
Frank & Charaline Maxim
Marilyn McFadden

Tom & Florence Mclnally
Barbara Mickey

Byron & Laura Moline
Alfred Mottola

Virgil & Lynn Nelson
Jean Nussman

Douglas & Diane Off
Daniel Ohse

Susan Olson

Ray Olson & Marian Macumber
Danielle Onstot

Mason & Carolyn Parrish

Wallace Pearson

Jim & Amy Perkins

John & Anna Powell
Diane Rennell

Margery Ricards

Duane Rodgers

Michael & Carolyn Russell
Louis & Susan Samonsky
Kenneth Schmidt

Roberta Schoenherr

Allan & Julianne Schulze
Dorothy Schupbach
Robert & Mary Scott

Ira & Esther Sorkin

Emery & Martha Starkweather
Joanne Stone

Brook & Sue Sturtevant
Renee & Lonnie Sutton
Rosalind & Robert Thomas
Bruce Thompson

Robert & Kathie Tobias
Charles & Dorothy Tubbs
Les & Judy Vielbig

Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Daniel & Joanne Wakelee
Mary Jane Wallace

Dale & Mary Watson

R. E. & Lynda Whitney

In honor of:

Eric Vielbig’s 48th Birthday
Given by:

Les & Judy Vielbig

In memory of:
Gwen Ishmael
Given by:
Iris Schulman

In memory of:
Martha Dugan

Given by:
Geraldine Browning
Leo Butts
Bryan & Carrie Fisch
Linda & Richard French
Marilyn Garry
John & Glenda Hammer
Joseph & Mary Hektner
Jeanne Jensen
David & Karen Kinney
Gloria Lewis
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Thank You to Supporters of Project Understanding

Lou & Kay Liddi

Edward & Pamela Lockwood
Stephen & Laura Marshall
John & Frances Marshall
Donale & Janet Scott

Charles & Jeannette Simmons
Bruce & Signe Smale

Bruce Thompson

Jack Viele

Robert & Hope Williamson
J. Winter

In memory of:
Pam Hart Cole
Given by:
Roderick & Claire Carty

In honor of:

Sam and Anais’ Birthdays
Given by:

Gloria Lewis

Churches & Organizations

Anne Rubin Trust

County of Ventura

Eastminster Presbyterian
Church

First Assembly of God of
Ventura

First Presbyterian Church of
Oxnard

First United Methodist Church
of Ventura, Mariposa
Fellowship

Orchard Petroleum, Inc.

Pythian Sisters

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of
Ventura

Trinity Lutheran Church,
Couples Circle

United Methodist Church of
Westlake Village

United Way, Other, United
Way/AT&T

United Way, Other, Wellpoint
Foundation

Ventura Church of Christ

Ventura County Community
Foundation, Christopher

Fowkes Memorial Fund

Ventura Seventh-Day Adventist
Church

Thank you to the following First United Methodist
people and groups who con- (Mariposa Fellowship)
tributed food and other items | Food Share
to our program in February: Grace Lutheran Church
Pizza Hut
Individuals Temple Beth Torah
Traci Elliot Trader Joe’s
Phyllis Sandoval Trinity Lutheran
Cindy Saucedo Ventura Missionary Church

Churches & Organizations
Boy Scouts of America
College United Methodist
Community Presbyterian

Church.

Eastminster Presbyterian

Church

Vons, Thompson Blvd.

Newsletter Layout
Ellen Pearson

months.

Edward & Jill Banman

Barna Family Fund

George & Sharon Berg

Judith Chamberlin

Malinda Chouinard-Pennoyer
& Yvon Chouinard

Austin & Mary Jo Coe

Lauren Collart

Todd & Cheryl Collart

William Corkins & Diane Federle

Peter & Diane Dowler

Berdean Eaton

Thomas & Lois Gallardo
Mark & Janet Goldenson
Patricia Gooch

Matthew & Mary Haffner
Richard & Linda Hatcher
Ruth Hickerson

Jeffrey & Debra Hill
Harriet Hillam

Robert Ingrum

Lawrence Jackson

David Jaffe & Elizabeth West
Craig & Donna Johnson
Shelley Jones

Christopher Fowkes Memorial Fund

Sustaining Donors

S ustaining donors are those who make a single gift of $1,000 or more. To
show our appreciation for their support, they are listed here for twelve

William & Elise Kearney
Aurora Loss

Ada Lovingfoss

Gary Lundquist

Sylvia Mack

Evea Merrick

Byron & Laura Moline
Betty Nazzaro

Virgil & Lynn Nelson

Leah Ohse

Danielle Onstot

William & Celia Paterson
Richard & Ellen Pearson
Chris and Kimberly Ronneberg
Anne Rubin Trust

Gretchen Schaffner & Alex Reid
John & Dorothy Sinjem
Michael & Pamela Swartout
Dolores Taylor

Fred & Barbara Tomblin
Les & Judy Vielbig

Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Edith Wald

Marion Ward

James & Marilyn Williams




Rheto-Rick caption read, “Helped injured
opponent win.” But I didn’t

Volunteers carry need the caption. I already knew
the story.

them thl'Ollgh It was a softball game

_ between Western Oregon and
By Rick Pearson Central Washington. Central
Executive Director Washington needed to win the

. game to keep alive its hopes of
n Thompsgn Bouleva.rd n earning a bid to the NCAA
’ Veréturg, rtl%ht wl;esrf it ¢ Division II playoffs. Western
maxes a then a t?lﬁ‘s (rleet, Oregon senior Sara Tucholsky
cre 15 a biiboard atop | it 3 home run with two runners

a building thgt is right on — the first homerun of
in front of drivers as )

Sara’s college career. As she
they make the turn

rounded first base, Sara’s right
knee gave out and she fell to the
ground in agony. She was
clearly unable to get up, let
alone make it around the bases.
If anyone from Western Oregon
touched or helped her, she
would be out. If they substituted
another runner for her, she

traveling west.

In recent months
that billboard showed a
message from an
organization called
Values.com The Foun-
dation for a Better Life.

The picture to the
left is what was on the
billboard. The large

See Carryingon P. 3

his newsletter is made
possible by the generous
support of:

Established 1990

THe An(horrl’rinting
AxD Graphics co

To Contact Us

On the Web
www.projectunderstanding.org

By Phone
805-652-1326 (Voice)
805-652-1389 (Fax)
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